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WCC Executive Sees Church Unity Gains in 1960 


(New York) - Four events were singled out by a top official of the World 
Council of Churches as evidence that "a further relaxation of tensions and an 
improvement in communication between the Churches in the major branches of 
Christianity" oceurred during 1960, 


In a year-end report, Dr. Roswell P, Barnes, executive secretary of the 
WCC's New York office, listed the following events as significant: (1) Esta- 
blishment of a Vatican secretariat to deal with questions of Christian unity 
(2) the visit of Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, to 
Eastern Orthodox patriarchs and to Pope John XXIII (3) approval by the World 
Council's Central Committee of a statement on Christian witness, proselytism 
and religious liberty and (4) the proposed merger of four leading Protestant 
denominations, urged by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, as a first step toward the eventual union of all 
Christians, 


"Churches now," said Dr. Barnes, "are in a better position to settle down 
to serious dialogue in the effort to enlarge the areas of agreement, not by 
compromise of truth but in loyalty to it." 


"Where disagreements persist because the truth is held to be revealed," 
he continued, "Churches will seek mutual understanding, not resenting differen- 
ces or being contentious about them but regarding them as challenges to their 
highest spiritual and intellectual endeavour in obedience to God." 
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Pointing out that experienced and thoughtful leaders of the Christian 
unity movement have known that tolerance and goodwill are in themselves not 
enough to achieve the desired goal, Dr. Barnes commented: "Many rank and 
file members of the Churches have oversimplified the problems, and have attri- 
buted continued division to complacency and sheer obstinacy. Both leadership 
and constituency were gratified that the gap between them was narrowed in 1960," 


Dr. Barnes viewed the establishment of the Vatican Secretariat on Christian 
Unity as a means of providing "a center of orderly communication between the 
Roman Catholic and other Christian churches". He said the move "should help 
to eliminate many needless misunderstandings". 


While noting progress toward the reduction of "stultifying rivalries and 
emotional prejudices", Dr. Barnes warned against "superficial goodwill", which 
"has often led to religious indifferentism which undermines all high religion", 


The WCC official viewed the visits of the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
leaders of other Christian communions as evidence of a "tangible pattern" of 
friendliness and courtesy prevailing among the major branches of Christianity, 
But he added: "Both the Vatican and the Archbishop of Canterbury recently 
made it clear that there are significant and deep-seated differences between 
the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches," 


Dr. Barnes observed that a statement adopted by the WCC Central Committee 
at St. Andrews, Scotland, last August, had contributed to the consolidation 
of fellowship among Eastern Orthodox and Protestant churches. While recog- 
nizing the continuance of important disagreements, he noted the statement 
"deals with the spirit and pattern" required to live with such differences. 


Dr. Blake's plan to merge the United Church of Christ, the United Pres- 
byterian, Methodist and Episcopal churches in the USA into a 20,000,000-member 
"Catholic and Reformed Church" was termed "bold and ingenious" by the World 
Council executive. He said it "precipitated an earnest consideration of a 
Significant step toward unity among leading American Churches. 


The election of John F. Kennedy as the United States! first Catholic 
president has increased "mutual trust" between Catholics and Protestants, 
he further observed. He said the election indicated that "a great many Pro- 
testants accepted the president-elect!s word that he would uphold the Ameri- 
can policy of separation of Church and State," EPS, Geneva 


Athenagoras Stresses Unity in Yuletide Message 


(New York) - Patriarch Athenagoras of Istanbul, supreme leader of Hastern 
Orthodoxy, has stressed that the accomplishment of Christian unity "is the 
greatest responsibility faced in our day by the church and all the faithful 
who bear the name of Christ", 


In his Yuletide message, the patriarch declared that "the church would 
be able to exert immeasurable influence upon the fate and destiny of the 
people dwelling on earth, if she were united and not divided". 


Warning that divisions in Christendom present "grave dangers that can 
no longer be ignored or underestimated", he called for prayers "on bended 
knee" that “our spiritual unity in Christ may be furthered and developed 
into a real, living and perfect Christian unity", (See document on page 9) 
EPS, Geneva 
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Dutch Reformed Churches Reaffirm Race Consultation Statement 


(Johannesburg) - South Africa's two largest Dutch Reformed Churches have 
declared that political rights for Africans living in white areas cannot 
be withheld indefinitely unless complete territorial apartheid is workable. 


"Those who do not agree with this must now give definite moral grounds 
for their point of view," The Reformed Churches of the Cape and Transvaal 
said in a statement. "This responsibility must not be evaded." 


The two churches issued the statement to dispel any misconceptions 
relative to the stand taken by their representatives at the recent week- 
long consultatioh on the Union's race situation. The conference brought 
together delegates from South Africa's eight churches affiliated with the 
World Council of Churches, under whose auspices it was conducted, 


While it was widely known that the two churches voted, with minor re- 
servations, in favour of direct parliamentary representation for non-whites, 
the latest statement declared: 


"Our delegates .., and not the World Council must accept responsibility 
for findings which, in the main, flowed from memoranda of the two Dutch Re- 
formed Churches concerned," 


Noting that what had been said about rights for Africans was still 
more true of the Union!s 1,500,000 coloured, the statement added: "The 
final word about the welfare of the coloureds is not said in advisory coun- 
cils but in Parliament, and this right cannot be withheld forever," 


While some observers said the statement indicated the possibility of a 
direct clash between the church and the government of Dr. Hendrik F, Ver- 
woerd, Johannesburg's Nationalist newspaper, Die Vaderland, commented that 
the controversy had assumed such proportions that the intervention of the 
"highest lay authority" might be necessary to "halt further confusion and 
suspicion", 


Some interpreted this to suggest that the action by the church leaders 
may force the government to attempt to prove that apartheid is morally justi- 
fiable and that territorial separation is practicable. EPS, Geneva 


Catholic Prelate Urges Coloured Integration 


(Cape Town ) - Roman Catholic Archbishop Owen McCann of Cape Town has advo- 
cated full integration of South Africa's coloured population, 


Issued on the 25th anniversary of his ordination, the special message 
insisted that the alternative to "a fully Christian policy in South Africa" 
was a growing feeling of frustration and resentment among the non-whites 
which "cannot make for peace and harmony". 


The prelate viewed the rise of the Union's coloured population as one 
of the most significant movements since his ordination. "This rise," he 
said, "has not only been a numerical one, but one in status and standard 
of living. There is no other way out but that the coloured people be inte- 
grated with the whites, 


"It is to the credit of South African whites that much has been done 
for all non-white groups here," he continued, "But other things are ne- 
cessary, too -~— opportunities for economic progress and participation in 
the management of their own country." 
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The archbishop welcomed the fact that the Union's two largest Dutch 
Reformed bodies -- the churches of the Cape and Transvaal -- had accepted 
in principle a statement made public at the conclusion of the recent con- 
sultation on South Africa's race situation conducted by the World Council 
of Churches. 


Viewing this action as "symptomatic of the sharpening of the conscience 
of the people of South Africa in regard to the moral and Christian implica- 
tions of the country's situation," he added that the Catholic Church will 
make "a full contribution toward the spiritual and temporal good of the 
country and the achievement of justice for all races", HPS, Geneva 


Canterbury Favours Frequent Inter-Church Talks 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, has 
ealled upon leaders of various Christian communions to further the cause 
of unity by entering into frequent discussions. 


Dr. Fisher, writing in the Canterbury Diocesan Notes, described his 
recent visit to Pope John XXIII as an attempt to add some leaven to what he 
called "the dough of unity", and said it was his ambition to "help link the 
churches one to another", 


"At the Vatican," he said, "I found a spirit ,,oledeep;Chrigtianwuniuy. 
a Spirit of eager discipleship of Christ, of reliance upon the Holy Spirit 
to encourage and uplift me." 


Stressing the importance of Christians of different communions learning 
"how each of us lives in his own mansions of the many-mansioned church", 
the primate added: 


"Here is ground for mutual exploration with such things as a return to 
Biblical theology and the theology of the liturgical movement, new views on 
the relation of church authority to civic freedoms,.or to natural rights,.to 
guide and stimulate, EPS, Geneva 


Dean Sayre Studies Arab Refugee Needs 


(Washington) - The Very Rev, Francis B. Sayre, Jr., chairman of the United 
States Committee for Refugees, left January 2 on a month-long tour of the 
Near Hast to determine what aid can be extended to the more than one million 
Arab refugees who remain in the Gaza Strip and other refugee camps. 


The dean of Washington Cathedral (Episcopal) said he will confer with 
President Nasser of the United Arab Republic, King Hussein of Jordan, Pre- 
mier Ben Gurion of Israel, and other leaders, to see if a solution can be 
mapped out. 


Meeting with US President-Elect Kennedy before his departure, Dean 
Sayre said he will report to the white House at the chief executive's re- 
quest upon his return in February. 


Praising Kennedy's interest in refugee problems, he said he believes 
voluntary agencies can expect cocperation from the White House in programmes 
for resettling and aiding refugees in the Near Hast, North Africa, and the 
Far Hast. 


While he noted that great strides were made in Hurope as a result of 
World Refugee Year, he commented that "the refugee problem in the world is 
far from over. Some hard problems are ahead for us." EPS, Geneva 
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Moscow Patriarch Concludes Near Hast Visit 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexei, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, has re- 
turned home after visiting Orthodox leaders in Greece and the Near Hast. 


During his three-day visit to Athens, the Russian patriarch joined the 
Greek primate, Archbishop Theoklitos, in declaring their "unshakable faith 
in the fundamental principles of Orthodoxy and its holy institutions", 


A joint statement released at the end of the visit pledged that the two 
Orthodox bodies would attempt to strengthen unity between their own churches. 
It declared that such unity would aid in preserving world peace, 


The Russian patriarch told Athens newsmen that he favours an exchange of 
theologians, joint services and pilgrimages with the Greek Church. He fur- 
ther recommended that permanent sontacts be made within Orthodoxy concerning 
the matter of Christian unity, and advocated rapprochement between Orthodox 
churches and those in the West. 


Stressing that the Russian Church would never recognise the Pope's 
claim as head of the Church, the patriarch indicated that his church is 
still exemining its attitude toward the World Council of Churches "in a spirit 
of goodwill", 


Meanwhile, Bishop Nicodemus, head of the foreign department of the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate, told a press conference in Athens that efforts to bring 
about the union of all churches were both "admirable and genuine". But he 
insisted that any union should not distort the essence of Orthodoxy, 


While in Athens, the patriarch received several honours from government 
officials and members of the Holy Synod. He awarded the highest decoration 
of St. Vladimir to Archbishop Theoklitos, and invited the Greek primate to 
pay a return visit to Russia, 


Orthodox theologians attach great significance to the visit, believing 
it to be the beginning of future contacts. On this occasion, the patriarch 
and Archbishop Theoklitos agreed that a common attitude should be followed 
by their churches relative to contemporary ecumenical and Panorthodox issues. 


Harlier, the patriarch visited Constantinople. His two-day stay repre- 
sented the first time since 1589, when the Russian Patriarchate was esta- 
blished, that the patriarch of Moscow paid a visit to the city, 


In the course of his conversations with Patriarch Athenagoras, the Mos- 
cow church leader again pointed to the need for greater unity and closer 
contacts among Orthodox bodies, 


On Christmas, the two patriarchs, assisted by 18 archbishops, bishops 
and other prelates, celebrated the liturgy. The service, attended by the 
Soviet consul general, was sung in Russian and Greek, HPS, Geneva 


Love and Justice Sought in NCC Race Statement 


SS SE NE I SE 


(New York) - Church members across the United States are being asked to 
demonstrate the "genuineness of Christian love" for their fellowman by 
making it the basis for all human relationships. 


The challenge will be sent to the more than 144,000 congregations of 
the 33 Protestant and Orthodox communions affiliated with the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. It was issued by the NCC's Division of Christian Life and 
Work for reading on the 3lst annual observance of Race Relations Sunday, 
February 12, 
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"Let our society, our institutions, as well as persons be tested by 
the genuineness of love," declared the message, which was drafted for the 
NCC by Dr. Kyle Haseldon, managing editor of The Christian Century. "When 
love is genuine, race or cultural background, age or sex, intelligence or 
wealth will not be a basis for separation." 


Pointing out that "true love takes the form of justice as it confronts 
every man's plea for what is his as a man," the message insisted that the 
genuineness of Christian love is tested by its response to three elemental 
human needs --"the right of all men to have what is theirs as men, the 
right of men to be in communion with other men, and the right of every man 
to be himself," 


Accompanying the message were suggestions for action by local churches 
in their communities to support movements to eliminate racial discrimination 
at lunch counters, restaurants and other public places and continued efforts 
to assure all persons the opportunity of exercising their right. to vote. 


Local churches were also asked to work with employers, trade unions and 
professional groups to assure fair employment practices, and to oppose legis- 
lation seeking to maintain segregation and racial discrimination. 


The message further urged churches to seek the elimination of segre- 
gated buses, and to cooperate with agencies working to develop "open occu- 
pancy" housing. EPS, Geneva 


Polish Churchmen Critical of Some Relief Projects 


(Warsaw) - Sharp criticism has been expressed by the Council of the Evange- 
jical Church of the Augsburgian Confession in Poland toward some relief pro- 
jects which are carried on "without the knowledge of the church leaders, 
without making any agreement with them, or even against their wishes", 


The criticism was levelled in a statement signed by Bishop Andrzej Wantu- 
la, Dr. Woldemar Gastpary, synod president, and others. 


The statement made it clear that it favoured recognized interchurch aid 
programs which are centrally administered, such as those carried on by the 
World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation and Church World Service, 


But it sharply attacked relief projects operated by "church, semi-church 
and non-church organizations" which are connected with "definite purposes 
and political powers". 


Expressing gratitude for aid extended by the large interchurch groups, 
the statement noted that Polish officials have no objection to such assistance, 
But it stressed that "independent relief projects", originating primarily in 
Western Germany, have caused "a shadow of mistrust and suspicion to be cast 
upon the Protestants in Poland, for which there is no justification", 


The statement said this assistance is given unsystematically and there- 
fore often benefits people who either do not need it or do not deserve it. 
Such assistance is rejected as a form of "interference in the internal affairs 
of our Church", 


Lutheran World Federation News Bureau has explained that occasions have 
arisen when parcels from Western Germany bore labels with the words "Hast 
Prussia still belongs to Germany", or "we don't forget you". Obviously, LWF 
remarked, "this sort of thing creates additional difficulties for the little 
Lutheran Church in Poland, which already has a hard task to maintain its wit- 
ness and its work in a Catholic environment, and is in a particularly deli- 


_ cate relation to the state because of its historic link with Germany. 
ee EPS, Geneva 
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YWCA All-Africa Conference Held in Southern Rhodesia 
eee ee CLONCS Nelda in yvoutmnern nhodesia 


(Salisbury) - Sixty leaders of the Young Women's Christian Association from 
12 African nations and Madagascar are meeting here through January 12 to 
discuss important questions facing women in Africa today. 


The delegates attending the first YWOA All-Aafrica Conference are study~ 
ing the role of women in contemporary African life, how they can assume new 
responsibilities, their task in local, national and international Sl L8iUs), 
and how the YWCA and other Christian women's groups can help them carry out 
their new responsibilities, 


The Honorable Isabel Catto, Worid YWCA president, and one of the orga- 
nization's vice-presidents, Mrs. Phoebe Shukri of Egypt, are among those 
Sharing the leadership. One of the main speakers is Mrs. Annie Jiagge, a 
past vice-president of the World YWCA and new chief justice of Ghana. Miss 
Madeleine Barot, executive secretary of the Department on the Cooperation 
of Men and Women in Church and Society of the World Council of Churches, is 
attending the sessions as a fraternal delegate of the WCC. 


The participants come from the Central African Federation, the Congo, 
Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanganyika, 
Uganda, and Madagascar, EPS, Geneva 


Germans Open Joint Seminary 


(Munich) - A new seminary has been dedicated in nearby Pullach to serve 
member churches of the United Lutheran Church throughout Germany, 


Preacher's and Study Seminary, established at a cost of $240,000, is 
intended for advanced theological research and for training in special kinds 
of religious service, 


Nearly all of Germany's Lutheran prelates attended the dedicatory rites 
conducted by Bishop Hanns Lilje, presiding bishop of the 17,000,000-member 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD), which is sponsoring 
the institution, 


Twenty West German students are enrolled for the first course, The three 
Hast German Lutheran regional churches were unable to send students. 
BPS, Geneva 


Indian Cyclone Damage Sparks Appeal 


(London) - The British Baptist Missionary Society has received an appeal 
for assistance from the Baptist Church of the South Mizo area of imd3 a), 
which was struck by a cyclone in October. 


Since as much as one-third of the rice harvest was destroyed, Pastor 
H.S. Luaia has expressed the fear that people in many areas will suffer more 
than last year, when rats destroyed the harvest. 


Jungle yams, which supplemented the diet throughout the last year, no 
longer are available, the clergyman said. And there is a question of whether 
the: Government will continue to supply subsidized rice, EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New York, president of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, has received one of the German Federal Government's 
highest civil honours. The Knight!s Commander Cross with Star (Grand Order 
of Merit) was presented to Dr. Fry by the German consul general for New 
York City for his leadership in the ecumenical movement and as president 
of the Lutheran World Federation. Dr, Fry, who also serves as chairman 
of the World Council of Churches Central Committee, previously was honoured 
by the German Government for his efforts in relieving distress in post-war 


Germany. 
¥ * 


Japan's top non-fiction best-selling book for 1961 was the Bible. Sales 
of the Scriptures totalled 1,886,909 for the year. Only the United States 
surpasses Japan in distribution of the Scriptures. 


* * 


In Moscow, death has claimed 82-year-old Metropolitan Flavian, leader 
of the Old Believers sect since 1953. The group broke with the Russian 
Orthodox Church in 1667 in a dispute over liturgical reforms. 


* * 


Retired Lutheran Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund, Sweden, has arrived in 
the United States to spend 14 months as a research scholar at the Evanston 
Institute for Ecumenical Studies in Evanston, Illinois, The 70-year-old 
prelate will devote most of his time studying the relationship of theology 
and contemporary philosophical thinking. Bishop Nygren was the first pre- 
Sident of the Lutheran World Federation. 


% * 


The "Atonement" Movement, for which an appeal was made by the Synod 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD ) in Apri? 1958, plans ‘to carry 
out extensive building projects in Israel. Three round buildings are to be 
erected near the Jewish sector of Jerusalem for Jewish, Catholic and Pro- 
testant services. Hospitals and isolation-hospitals are also to be built, 
Purther projects are planned to build a "House of Friendship" in Coventry, 
England, a church at Taizé, France, and a youth centre at Oostvorne, near 


Rotterdam, Holland, 
* * 


In British Giana, the Methodist Church has protested against the Govern- 
ment's proposal place some fifty confessional schools under state control. 
At present these schools are run by Catholics, Anglicans, Methodists and 
others, The proposal is being debated in parliament. 


* * 


Dr. John Allegro, the British scholar who participated in the difficult 
task of unrolling and deciphering many of the Dead Sea Scrolls, has arrived 
in Jordan to carry on further investigations in the Qumran area. The Man- 
chester University professor is to work in conjunction with the Jordan De- 


partment of Antiquities. 
* * 


The American YMCA movement, noting a 4.6 per cent increase, listed a 
total membership of 2,644,954 at the end of 1959, according to the organi- 
Sation's 1960 year book. During the year, the YMCA operated 1,980 centers 
in the United States. Since 1950, the year book stated, an average of one 
hew YMCA group has been organized every 10 days. 
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Special Report 


The following are excerpts from the Christmas message of His Holiness 
the Ecumenical Patriarch, Athenagoras I, released by the Greek Archdiocese 
of North and South America in New York: 


"The greatest responsibility faced in our day by the Church and by all 
the faithful who bear the name of Christ, is that of accomplishing Christian 
Unity. The Church would be able to exert immeasurable influence upon the 
fate and destiny of the people dwelling on earth, if she were united and not 
divided. The existence of many Churches under the name of Christ, and their 
separate efforts, have weakened the social and cultural activity and mission 
of the Church, and have jeopardized the coordination of these efforts. Con- 
sequently, the results of division have been made manifest in our day by the 
reverses that the Church has had to endure and continues to endure, not only 
from without, due to the rapidly changing course of world events, but also 
from within the Church itself. No one can deny that this condition presents 
grave dangers that can no longer be ignored or underestimated by the Church 
of Christ. 


It is fortunate, however, that in these recent times this very condition 
has produced in the bosom of Christianity a gratifying awakening, demonstrated 
especially in the field of inter-church relations. From the time the Mother 
Church, the Ecumenical Patriarchate, extended to all one year ago the in- 
vitation to unite, there began a series of contacts and visitations between 
the leaders, entrusted with the supreme responsibility and authority of the 
several Churches. We note with humble gratitude the example of His Beatitude 
Alexios, the Patriarch of Moscow, who made visits to Church leaders in the 
Middle East and to us, and the example of His Grace, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of the Anglican Church of England, who 
visited Jerusalem, this Holy See, and the See of Rome, wherein His Holi- 
ness the present Primate of that See, has also designated a special congre- 
gation for Church relations. These direct and indirect contacts and communi- 
cations indicate that the Churches have begun to emerge from the confines 
of isolationism in which they had hitherto lived, by virtue of the inex- 
cusable determination to remain irreconcilable and refrain from approaching 
one another as sister Churches. On the other hand, the most consoling aspect 
of the gratifying attitude towards unity expressed by those in responsible 
positions, is the fact that it has met with the understanding approval of 
the Christian faithful, 


On this holy night, in which the bells of the Churches toll the glad 
tidings of great joy, and as our hearts are filled with light and grace, let 
us humbly pray on bended knee before the cradle of the Holy Infant, that our 
Spiritual unity in Christ may be furthered and developed into a real, living, 
and perfect Christian Unity, Let us also pray for true brotherhood among 
men and nations, and for the restoration of world order, according to the 
Divine Law of justice and love, so that the nations of the world may ful- 
fill their divinely appointed missions, and so that men may receive equally 
of the rich endowment, guaranteed to all by the love of God," 

EPS, Geneva 
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Catholic-Protestant Clergy Friendships Urged 


(Sacramento, California) - Personal friendships between Protestants and Roman 
Catholic clergymen could serve as an effective preliminary to formal attempts 
at unity, a Roman Catholic student of the ecumenical movement in Europe, has 
declared, 


The Rev, George H, Landzatt of the Benedictine monastery at Chevotogne, 


Belgium, told members of the Catholic Furum here that such relationships would 
help to shatter the "wall of prejudices on both sides", 


Contending that the ecumenical movement has made greater orogress in 
Kurope than in the United States, Father Landzatt noted that his monastery 
was established in 1926 at the request of Pope Pius X1 to prepare for the 
restoration of unity between Rome and the separated Hastern Churches,. 


"We have been laying the groundwork for unity for almost 40 years," 
he said. "The outlook is encouraging, but the accomplishment is far in the 
future," 


Father Landzatt said the aim and hope of the forthcoming Second Vati- 
can Ecumenical Council was ‘a more Catholic Church! He adced that as a 
result of the council, "we may realize reforms which do not in any way a*fect 
the teachings of the Church, yet can smooth the road leading to future dia- 
logues with other faiths! 
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Predicting that the multiplicity of Protestant sects in the United States would 
make unity effortsmore difficult here than in Europe, Father Landzatt commented: "In 
our dealings at Chevetogne with other denominations... we are concerned only with the 
three principal ones: Lutherans, Anglicans and Reformed (Calvinist) Churches", 


"Our aim," he continued, “is to create an atmosph~re of sympathy, understanding 
and goodwill, so that a fruitful dialogue can be established between the faiths? 


Members of the Chevetogne community are trained to celebrate Mass according to 
both the Latin and Eastern rites, he said, in anticipation of the day when they may 
enter Russia and re-establish the Church there, 

"Although all our priests are so trained," he added, Ny realize that probably 


those of us now there will not live to see this accomplished," EPS, Geneva. 


Avelo-Catholics Oppose Merger Plan 


(New York) - A proposal to merge four major Protestant denominations in the United 
States into a united communion of close to 20,000,000 members has met with the opps 
-sition of the executive board of the American Church Union, an Anglo-Catholic org- 
anisation of Episcopal clergy and laymen, 


The ACU board, in a statement issued here, said the proposal to merge the United 
Church of Christ, the United Presbyterian, the Protestant Episcopal and Methodist 
churches would "lead only down a dead-end street", 


Dr, Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, first 
made the proposal in a sermon in Grace Cathedral (Episcopal) in San Francisco preced- 
ing the National Council of Churches! triennial general assembly there, Jt was im 
ediately hailed as "the greatest event since the Reformation" by Bpiscopal Bishop 
James A, Pike of San Francisco, Other reaction has been mixed, 


Earlier, Methodist Bishop John ‘lesley Lord of the Washington, D.C., Area, viewed 
the recommendation "for a united and simplified Church of Christ" as one of historic 
significance, while Dr, Fred Hoskins and Dr, James E, Wagner, co-presidents of the 
United Church of Christ, promised that if such a joint invitation for discussions of 
merger were issued "it would be given most thoughtful consideration by the General 
Synod of the United Church of Christ#, (See EPS No. 47, 1960) 


The ACU board statement stressed that the plan is not "an official proposal 
addressed to one Christian group by the toverning body of another but... only the 
thinking and endorsement of two men", It objected that the Blake-Pike plan assumes 
"that the Bpiscupal Church is but one among the many Protestant denominations}, insted 
of being "an integral part of the Historic, One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 
pr Christ): 


; "Dr, Pike's reduction of the Episcopal Church to the status of a denomination 
is a distinct disservice to the entire Church!, the statement continued, 


Charging that "sacrifice of essential principle is only demanded of Episcopal- 
ians", the statement opposed the acceptance of women ministers of other denominations 
as "equals with priests of the Holy Catholic Church", and rejected a tendency to 
"equate the Reformation Gonfessions of Faith... with the Faith of the Creeds of the 
Historic Church (but without) overdue stress on the importance of any creeds", 
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Observing that Dr, Blake commended his proposal Non the basis of alleged 
successes of similar reunion propsals in Asia", the statement insisted that such 
plans in North India and Pakistan revealed that Anglicans have had to modify their 
positions considerably, "Therefore, it added, "Dr, Blake's “dentification of his 
proposal with Asian efforts is scarcely a recommendation but rather a warning to 
Episcopalians! EPS, Geneva, 


 ritain Will Issue Modern Translation 


(London) - Representatives of the churches which commissioned a modern translation 
of the English Bible will formally receive the first copies of the New Testament 
at a service in Westminster Abbey on March 14, 


At the same service, an act of thanksgiving will be solemnized for the King 
James or Authorized Version of 1611, of which the 350th anniversary will be celebr- 
ated during the course of the year. 


Nearly 1,000,000 copies of the 460-page New Testament portion of "The New 
English Bible!’ are expected to be printed on March 14 by Cambridge University Press 
and Oxford University Press throughout the English-speaking world, including the 
United St=tes, Canada, England, Australia, New Zealand, India and South Africa, 


Translated into "frankly contempcrary" English from the original Hebrew and 
Greek, the new Bible is the work of an interdenominational committee of Biblical 
scholars representing 11 major church groups in the British Isles, The initiative 
for the new translation came originally from the Church of Scotland and was taken 
up by the British Council of Churches. 


The New Testament represents 13 years of co-operative scholarship. In add- 
ition to the work done by many of Britain's foremost Biblical scholars, well~known 
authors were asked to improve the style of the translation, 


The committee noted. in bsoginning work on the new translation, that "in the 
urgent task of evangelism, one main difficulty of the Church is the difference 
between the language customarily used by the Church, and English as currently 
spoken!', 


"'There is a danger that archaic language may give the impression that the 
message itself is out of date and irrelevant, This is especially deplorable since 
the New Testament was written in the ‘common! language of the time," 


Dr, C.H. Dodd, the project's general director, expressed the hope that the 
new translation will supercede the Revised Version vf 1885, which he said had never ~ 
gained widespread popularity, 


Noting that the committee had at its dispcsal manuscripts of the New Testament 
at least a century older than those available in 1885, Dr, Dodd said further that 
thousands of relevant papyrus documents have been discovered and that the knowledge 
of the Greek language of Biblical times is much more extensive today than it was in 
the nineteenth century, 


"The new translation aims at presenting the content of the original in such a 
form that it may be read, so far as possible, as if it were the work of an English 
writer for an English public," 


While a mystery surrounds the actual publication date of the King James Bible, 
it is known that it first appeared in 1611, Therefore, 350th anniversary celebrations 
will be held throughout the year under the auspices of a joint council headed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffry F. Fisher. HPS, Geneva, 
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Kraemer Urges United Evangelism in Japan 


(Tokyo) - Dr, Hendrik Kraemer, well-known Dutch theologian, said recently that 
effective evangelism in Japan can only be accomplished through co-operation 
between various church groups, 


Dr, Kraemer's observation was contained in a report made recently to the 
staff of the United Church of Japan, following an extensive lecture and preach- 
ing tour during which he held 25 consultations with such groups as the YMCA, YWOA, 
the Non-Church Movement, the National Council of Churches, and non-Christian groups. 


While the United Church is a member of the World Council of Churches, he 
observed, the ordinary pastor does not understand or have any interest in the 
ecumenical aspects of the church, 


Insisting that this is not the period for denominational evangelism, Dr, 
Kraemer contended that missionaries should also work together more co-operatively. 
Since there are only between 300,000 to 400,000 Protestants in Japan, he added, 
shat narrow denominationalism and non-co-operation between missionaries represents 
a problem, 


He further called upon Japanese churchmen to take a more active interest in 
sucial prublems, Many people respect the church, he added, but feel that it should 
keep its distance when social and political issues are involved. EPS, Geneva, 


Catechism Revision Reflects Social Changes 


(London) - The Convocation of Canterbury, consisting uf the bishops and elected 
representatives of the clergy of the Southern Erovince of the Church of England, 
will consider a revision of the 300-year-old catechism when it convenes at Church 
House, Westminster, January 17-19. 


The changes were recommended by a commission of bishops and laymen apoointed 
in 1958 by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. The commission has attempted 
to set forth "the minimum basic facts necessary for instruction in the Christian 
faith", and has therefore simplified the teaching mat-rial, modernized the 
language, and has taken note of changed social conditions, 


"An educational instrument now 300-years-old was in need of revision to make 
$4 suitable for use with the modem childs! explained the Rev, Harold Riley, 
synodical secretary of the Convocation of Canterbury. 


The revision is longer than the old, with added material on the Church, the 
means of. grace, the Bible, Christian duty and Christian hope. Despite divided 
opinion on the matter, the question-and-answer method hasmenretain-d as a method 
of stressing the moral resoonsibility of each person for his actions, 


The commission decided against the preparation of s«parate catéchisms for adults 
and children, The individual catechist, it was agreed, could be selective and 
amplify upon various portions of the revisions in dealing with various age groups, 

BPS, Geneva, 


Church World Service Makes Far East Orphan Study 


(Hongkong) - Church World Service has sent a three-member commission here to 
study problems affecting orphan children in Hongkong and Korea, 


The commission is conducting a field study in co-operation with missionaries, 
orphanage directors and local governmental representatives, 
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James McCracken, CWS director of immigration: services, noted that "there still 
are large numbers of orphaned children abroad, but because of complex governmental 
regulations and other complications, inter-country adoption is becoming increasingly 
difficult", 


It is possible, it was reported, that the commission's findings may include 
recommendations for possible new legislation regarding such inter-country adoptions. 


Since the end of the Korean War, orphans have proved to be one of the country's 
major and most tragic problems, Any child placed for adoption by cne or both 
parents is legally classed as an orphan, and many are unacceptable in Korean society 
because of mixed blood, 


in Hongkong, scores of youngsters have been placed for adoption by their 
parents after leaving the Communist mainland, They have taken this step after 
being unable to find work in the overcrowded city, 


While many orphans have been adopted, Mr. McCracken noted that hundreds of 
other children are being sought for adoption, 


Need for the survey was stimulated by the expiration in June, 1961, of legisla- 
tion permitting entry of orphans into the United States, EPS, Geneva, 


South Africa Bishop Scores Discrimination 
Bn POOTeS Viscramination 


(Bloemfontein, South Africa) - The Rt. Rev. B. B. Burnett, Anglican bishop of 
Bloemfontein, has declared that the greatest problem facing the Church in South 
Africa was the fact that its understanding of the Gospel required it to follow a 
course in conflict with the Government's racial policy. 


In a pastoral letter, the prelate commented that the policy of separation 
applied without consulting and without the consent of the non-white population 
could not help but involve sume degree uf unfair discrimination and hardship, 


"We must admit with sorrow and shame’s"' he said, "that we of the Church of 
this province have not always been faithful to the task of showing unity in Christ, 
We have always insisted that all belonging to the Caurch, no matter of what race 
or colour, are equally members of the one Church and, in our synods, clergy, and 
laity, of whatever race and colour sit and consult together, 


"We cannot be content until there is freedom for men of all races to share 


everywhere in the sacramental unity of the Church's lifell, he continued, "We call 
upon our. pcople to strive to this end with love and patience and with the deter- 
mination to obey God's will for His people," EPS, Geneva, 


Moscow Issues New Year's Message 


(Mo scow) - Patriarch Alexei, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, has expressed 
the hope jn a New Year's message that "the struggle for veace which is being 
conducted by all thinking mankind may be crowned with complete success in the 
New Year", 


The Patriarch, who spoke over the liioscow Radio, shortly after his return from 
a month-l.ng visit to Orthodox centres in the Near and iliddle Kast, said: "All 
Christians and all church leaders, mindful of Christ's commandment, must support 
decisively the desire for peace and the peace partisans movement," 


He said that his recent tour gave grounds for hoping that "the personal contacts 
established will not only promote a further strengthening of the ties between the 
churches but of the cause of peace which is desired by all peoples on earth'!, (See 
EPS No, 1) EPS, Geneva, 
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Religious Broadcasting On Increase in Japan 


(Tokyo) - The amount of religious broadcasting over private stations in Japan has 
approximately doubled since 1956, although the rate of increase of programmes of 
other religions has been more rapid tnuan that of Christian groups during the four- 
vear period. 


The figures based on a new survey released by AVACO (Audio-Visual Activities 
Committee of the National Christian Council of Japan) show 1,03 per cent of air 
time given to religious programmes an November 1960, as compared with 0.58 per cent 
in 1956, The percentage of proadcasting time occupied by Christian programmes Was 
fein 1956 and 0,71 per cent in 1960, 


An AVACO spokesman said the comparatively rapid increase in the use cf radio 
by non-Christian religions is due +40 the new awareness of their leaders cf the 
importance of broadcasting and because "they have started from a lower plateau of 
total activity", Of the 68 religivus programmes in this category by broadcast in 
1960, 32 were presented by Protestants, fuur by Roman Catholics, 13 by Buddhists, 
8 by Shintos and five by "new religions". EPS, Geneva. 


Volunteers Sought for Africa-Asia Church Posts 


(Basle) - The Basle Mission has issued an urgent anoeal to young clergymen and 
theological students to volunteer for missionary service in Africa and Asia. 


The mission said the volunteers will be sent to the Cameroons, Ghana, India, 
and Hongkong, where they will train native pastors, teachers, and catechists, 


In its apo al, the Basle Mission pointed out that the slogan, "No More Room 
for White People, no longer applies in these areas, Tt said that missionaries 
are now welcome after a period of uncertainty and social transition in these 
countries. 


However, the mission made it clear that volunteers will be unable "to claim 
positions of leadership or to manifest superiority!. "They will have to place them- 
selves entirely under the control and the supervision of the native churches and 
their agencies'!, it stressed, 


The mission further stated that pioneer work must be started in northern 
Borneo and in the Mandara mountains in the north Camercons, where there are no 
indigenous churches. EPS, Geneva. 


Radio Vatican Broadcasts Protestant Theologian's Address 


(Rome) - An address by a Protestant theologian has, for the first time, been 
broadcast by Radio Vatican. 


The address was delivered by Prof, Peter Meinhold, professor of church 
history and dogma at the University of Kiel, and was broadcast in German from the 
Vatican on January 6, | 


Speaking on the topic, "Meetings Between Churches in love and Trl" Prot, 
Meinhold stressed the need "to seek in love for the expression of truth which 
has been entrusted to the Christian in the Gospel...which all the Church are 
convinced that they posses", 


The Lordship of Christ must be proclaimed and made manifest to the world 


through the fellowship uf all Christians as members of the body of Jesus Christ, 
he stressed, 
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On the same programme, Dr, Albert Brandenburg, a Catholic theologian, spoke 
on comparative studies of various Christian confessions made at the Adam-Mohler 
Institute at Paderborn, Germany, 


Both theologians met together in Rome during the Christmas holidays with 
other representatives of the "Augsburg Group’ which seeks to promote understanding 
between churches, It was agreed that official communication could be deepened by 
recular contacts between church leaders. EPS, Geneva, 
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(Rome) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian © 


Unity, has warned against over-emphasising the obstacles confronting moves toward 
Christian unity, 


Writing on the purpose of the Apostolate of Prayer, Cardinal Bea noted that 
the obstacles are serious enough, but he commented: 


"We must not deny the good, the tremendous good, that we find among our 
separated brethren, still less should we set ourselves up as judses of their 
responsibilities, 


"The facts of history are too complex for human judgement, Very often the 
adamant attitude of Catholics on matters of dogma, the recollection vf past 
struggles and wounds, has hardened peoples' hearts, They do not go so far as to 
hate, but they are often indifferent and careless," EPS, Geneva. 


13,000 Get New Homes in 1960 with WCC Aid 


(Geneva) - During 1960 13,081 refugees were resettled in new countries by the 
World Council of Churches, a meeting of the Administrative Committee of its 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, has been tuld in Geneva. 


This was described as exciting news by Miss Janet Lacey, chairman of the 
Division's Refugee Sub-Committee period, She said that it meant that every one 
of these 13,000 people had been found a permanent home, 


However, she pointed out, the resettlement programne represents only a part 
of the World Council's work during World Refugee Year. This included aid to 
refugees still in camps, vocational training, medical aid and similar assistance. 


The total of resettled refugees in 1960 was upwards of fifteen hundred more 
than that for the previous twelve months, 


Part of this improvement is directly attributable to sRY which led churches to 
provide additional funds for resettlement of Stateless persons, 


In addition, WRY moved Canada to restart its sponsorship scheme, Because 
of this, Canada now stands third in the table of host countries with a total of 
735 refugees admitted during 1960, The United States welcomed 6,397 refugees 
during the last twelve months, and Australia opened its dours to 4,438. 


The biggest wave of refugees came from the Netherlands which sent 4,713, 
followed by Greece with 2,914 and Hongkong with 1,128. EPS, Geneva, 


In Brief 


The Vatican Radio has listed the recent visit of Dr, Geoffrey Francis Fisher, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, with Pope John XXIII as one of the major religious 
events of 1960, It said the visit was "an example of charity without predjudicing 
immutable principles" and "a very good example to all Christians". 
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West German Protestants in Dusseldorf have founded an organisation for the support 
of the Waldensian Church, the largest non-Roman Catholic body in Italy. The organisa- 
tion which calls itself "Circle of Friends of the Waldensian Church" will provide for 
material relief measures and for the establishment of personal contacts and individual 
aid. Similar groups also exist in a number of other European countries and in the 
United States, 


% % 


A national interdonominational service commemorating the 86th birthday of Dr, 
Albert Schweitzer will be held in Washington, D.C., Cathedral (Episcopal) on Sunday, 


January 15, with members of the US Congress, government officials and foreign diplomats 
in attendance. A highlight of the service will be the dedication of 86 tons of supplies 


- one ton for each year of his life - tv be sent to the famed medical missionary 


headquarters in Lambarene by the Religious Heritage of America, a orivate organisation, 


Which is sponsoring the service, 


% % 

In the United States, the American Lutheran Church of 2,258,0¢2 members began 

its official life on New Year's Day, As successor to the Evangelical, American and 
United Evangelical Lutheran churches, the new donomination constituted last April 
repeseisthe fruition of more than 10 years of negotiation for the three-way merger, 


* 


Sle 


1a) 
v 


Representatives of the Protestant, Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Jewish 
faiths will participate in the inauguration of US President-elect John F, Kennedy, 
on January 20, The Orthodox representative will be Archbishop Iakovos of New York, 
head of the Archdiocese of North and South America, and a president of the World 
Council of Churches. 
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An interdenominatiohal Protestant radio station in Seoul, Korea, Station HLKY, 
has been awarded a certificate of commendation by Prime Minister John M, Chang in 
recognition of "the fine example (it has) set for the future of civilian broadcasting 
in Korea", The station was founded in 1954 by the radio committee cf the National 
Christian Council of Korea and broadcasts programmes of worship, inspiration, inform- 
ation and religious drama and music to both North and South Korea, 


The Rev, Stefano R, Moshi, who two ysars ago became the first African head of 
a Tanganyikian Lutheran church body, has been named the first African Lutheran 
Bishop. The 14,000 member Iutheran Church of Northern Tanganyika, meeting in synod 
session recently, voted te confer the episcopal title upon its highest office to 
which it elected Pastor Moshi in November, 1958, At the same time it chanced the 
title of vice-president to assistant bishop, 


Formation of an English-speaking congregation in Copenhagen Denmark, has been 
authorized by tie American Lutheran Church, It will be the denominations second 
congregation in Europe, The first was started two years ago in Oslo, Norway, 
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ADN-German Kirchentag in Berlin Banned 

(Berlin) —~ The Fast German Government has refused to permit any events of the 
10th Kirchentag - German Evangelical Church Day (DEKT) Congress —- to be held 
in Hast Berlin. 


While the Government suggested that East Zone churches hold a congress of 
their own in some other East German city, it had been hoped originally that 
Kirchentag events could be held in both sectors of Berlin, July 19 - dee 


The Government's decision was announced by Hans Seigewasser, head of the 
State Secretariat for Church Affairs, during a meeting with three Hast Zone 
bishops, according to the East German press service, ADN. 


The action came as a complete surprise to DEKT officials whose optimisn 
for an all-German Kirchentag was nourished by the fact that a state-operated 
porcelain factory at Meissen in the Hast Zone had accepted an order for several 
thousand badges to be worn by DEKT participants. 
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The Kirchentag movement was launched in 1949 at Essen to encourage laymen 
to participate in religious and public affairs. More than 400,000 Protestants 
attended the closing ceremonies of the last DEKT rally at Munich in 1959. 


Mr, Seigewasser, according to ADN, accused the DEKT presidium of having 
"provocative intentions" in selecting Berlin for the next Kirchentag, of 
"increasing the tensions in and concerning Berlin", and of "turning church 
meetings and the religious concerns of Christian citizens into provocation 
against the East German Government and giving occasion for vindictive propaganda 
against the Polish People's Republic and Czechoslovakia". 


Insisting that the Government had been motivated by its responsibility to 
preserve “internal order" and by a concern "for the safeguarding of peace and 
the liquidation of the cold war", Mr. Seigewasser charged that at the last 
Kirchentag in Munich, West German churchmen linked themselves with the “milit— 
aristic and revengeful" policies of the Bonn Government. 


He further charged that forces around a group of prominent West German 
church leaders "have themselves destroyed the basis for possible co-operation 
between state organizations in East Germany and West German DEKT institutions". 


Cited specifically by the East German official were Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, chairman of the Evangelical Church of Germany \BKD); Dr. Herman 
Kunst, liaison officer between the EKD and the Bonn Government; Dr. Reinhold 
von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the DEKT presidium; and Dr. Hugen 
Gerstenmaier, a member of the EKD Synod and president of the West German 
Parliament. 


Kirchentag officials agreed that the refusal affects not only the DEKT con- 
gress, but the unity of the Protestant church in Germany. 


Although leaders of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg have 
insisted that there is no reason to withdraw their invitation to hold Kirchentag 
in Berlin as planned, DEKT officials will discuss what practical steps should 
be taken in the light of the East Zone's decision. EPS, Geneva. 


Dutch Group _ Protests Nuclear Stockpiling 


(The Hague) - The executive body of "Kerk en Vrede" (Church and Peace) , a Dutch 
organization of Christian pacifists, has called upon churches in the Netherlands 
to take a firm stand on the moral and spiritual implications of the use of 
nuclear weapons, 


The letter asks for an “immediate, concrete pronouncement by the church as to 
the right spiritually and morally of the admittance (into the country) and the use 
of weapons for the destruction of the masses". 


The churches and major Dutch newspapers also received letters from a group 
of conscientious objectors protesting the stockpiling by NATO (North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation) of nuclear weapons in the Netherlands. 


The letter expressed “vehement indignation" and said the action is not "in 
accordance with our endeavour towards world peace". It alleged that the action 
had been taken without the knowledge of parliament, a step which, it said, does not 
"tally with our understanding of real democracy". EPS, Geneva. 
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New Presoyt« rian luedical Progranme in Ethi. pia 


(New York) - Emperor Haile Selassie :f Ethiopia has invit « ths United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA t. Girect a vilot medical programme in Tllubabur Province in 
Western Ethiepia and has alse granted land for new mission wrk in s=ven tribal 
areas, 


An announcement by shurch head: varters in New York said that the Emoeror had 
tuld dencminational oceania al in a recent interview that he was "pleased 
With the w.rk yeur ai sion is doing" anc "grateful... for what vou have dune for 
Bthicpial, 


The medical oregramme will scensist c.f a ZO-bed hosoital in Gore, staffed by 
Ethicvian nurses, technicians, clerks anc maintenance men, Two American cocters 
and tw: nursss will be. pr.vided by the US church, with th: cest .f their salaries 
paid jointly by the Ethiopian covernzent and the mission. he mission will also 
GC. Operate in securing a.qualified dvctur t. serv. as a public health offieer for 
Dllubaour Province. 


Sites granted for new mission work are among tribes in the Tllubabur and 
Katia Provinces, anc were chosen after a survey cunducted bv the US shurch, at 
3 gd 5 
the Empercr's request. The work will include orc crammes of evangelism, educatiun 
L at H's S a) 3 3 
health anc agriculture, 


Presbyt+rian missicnaries have served in Ethiopia since 192 when they began 
medical .crk in one «f the losal privino-s at the govern r's request, A+ present 
47 missicnaries .f the denvmination are serving in the scuntry, The nation's 
state church is the Ethicpian Orthedox but an estimated one-third «f the Ethicpian 


population are 10t Christians, EPS, Geneva, 


South African Church Wi- Will Not Attend Assenbley 


me a 


(Capetuwn, S.Africa) - The Dutch Reformed Church of Africa (Nerderduits Hervermde 
Kerk van Afrika) has announced it will not sent delegat:s to the Third Assembly 

the Werld Council of Church-s, to be held at New Delhi, India, November 18 - 
Decenber 6, 


The Rev, T. #. G. Drey«r, national secretary, said several factors have 
-nfluenced the decision, but the major and decisive one was the conference - 
wn race relaticns uf the WOO's eight member church+s in the Union «.nvened under 
uCG auspises in December. 


The church, a smallest «of the three Dutch Refvrmed Churches in the Union, 
anc the only une if the participating churches to co sv, disassusiated itself 
finm resclutions Ene at the meeting .and issued a separate statement oppe sing 
Wintegraticn in any form as a solution to the (race relati:ns) orvblem", (See 
#PS Nu, 48, 1960) EPS, Geneva. 
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WCC Church+ ‘Ss Hear Report. on Work in Africa 


(Geneva) ~ Decisions which will eid refugees, homeless and uproatsc peoples in 

many parts of the world were taken by the Administrative Comnitteecf the WC'ts Division 
ef Inter-Church Aid which met last week in Geneva. To implement these cecisions 
appeals will go out to the W's 178 member churshes for continuing and increas- 

ing aid, 
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The Committee underscored the fact, which it urged should be made known as 
widely as possible, that the Division is seeking to raise one million dollars 
($1,000,000) from the churches for relief work in the Congo, that missionary boards 
are also making appeals, and that doctors and nurses are being recruited by the 
churches to work in the Congo. Already upwards of $350,000 has been collected or 
promised for the Congo projects. 


In addition churches have sent in tons of supplies to the Congo. Contributions 
include drugs and food valued at close to $500,000 from Church World Service (USA) ; 
and tents for 4,000 persons from the churches in Germany. Large collections of 
food are also being prepared for shipment by the churches in the Netherlands and 
Norway. 


The Committee gave considerable time to the developing situation generally 
throughout Africa. Discussions ranged from North to South, from Hast to West of 
the continent. One report that particularly spurred the Committee was that of 
WM, Pierre Benignus, of the Paris Mission, concerning the 10-months long 
disturbances in the new state of Cameroon, from which he recently returned. 


M. Benignus reported that 8% of church property in the district where 
fighting has taken place has been destroyed, either by Maquisards or soldiers 
hunting them, This destruction had affected churches, schools, parish houses, 
and church workers! houses. He reported that one station he visited had been 
bombed by planes. Altogether 409 parish houses had been destroyed and there had 
been other very heavy losses. 


He said he asked one pastor to make a list of all he had lost. This man's 
entire belongings had been destroyed, but the item which headed his list was, "My 
Communion Set". Walls had heen knocked dow so that no one could meet in the 
churches, and often the roof had been removed. The head of one hospital, the 
largest in the Cameroon, had thanked God that the corrugated iron roof had heen 
left on his building, but even so, many patients had to sleep in the open. 


M, Benignus explained that the attacks on church property were not made 
because of religious intolerance, but were made because both the Maquisards and 
the soldiers thought that their enemies were using churches as centres of 
activity. He was certain that after nearly a year's fighting the people generally 
were "fed up" with the strife. 


"It is forbidden to live in the bush any longer," M. Benignus said, “Villages 
are now being regrouped along the main roads. A main task must be to build 
churches and schools in these new villages. No compensation is expected from the 
government for the damage done by soldiers, and the churches themselves are too 
poor to undertake the work that needs to be done, The clergy are paid only $28 
a month and some of them have received their salary for only one month out of two. 


"But these men are not beggars. They are afraid of being given too much 
help and they want to share in the work. They believe it would be a wonderful 
thing if they could be given a roof for their church after they had built the 
walls, They are eager to go ahead and are sure that the people are ready to 
accept the Gospel if it is preached to them. Many schools are needed. Work on 
a damaged hospital urgently require:." 

After hearing M, Benignus, the Committee authorised the launching of an 
appeal for up to $200,000 for the rebuilding work that is necessary and to help 
the local churches reorientate themselves to the government's social regrouping 
programme. 
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The Committee also authorised an appeal for $80,000 over a three-year 
period for World church support for the Calama project in Chile, South America. 
This scheme embraces a small farming project, where better agricultural methods, 
suited to local difficulties, can be studied, and the formation of a social oentre 
where mothers can attend courses in home economics, child welfare, and hygiene. 
Adult education courses will also beprovided. The Administrative Committee 
recommended that this project merits special support outside the normal programme 
of ICA help. 


The Committee likewise planned to have funds ready to found a third colony 
of Old Believers if the flow of White Russian Refugees from China continues. It 
is estimated that $200,000 would be needed to start this third colony. 


The Committee also appealed to the churches to continue their support of 
the Freedom From Hunger Campaign of the Food and Agricultural Organisation. 


Also the Committee discussed the problem of "matchmaking" between young 
people who wish to serve overseas in many capacities and the available opportunities 
for them to do so. EPS, Geneva. 


Vatican Directs Excommunications in Haiti 


(Vatican City) - "All those responsible" for the expulsion of two Catholic bishops 
from Haiti have fallen under automatic excommunication, the Consistorial Congregation 
of the Vatican has announced. 


L'Osservatore Romano, Vatican newspaper, said the action was taken as a result 
of the ~eportation of Archbishop Poirier last November, as well as the recent expul-. 
sions of Bishop Rémy Augustin and four other priests, all from the Port-au-Prince 
Archdiocese. They were all charged with being social and political "subversives". 


Liosservatore Romano described the expulsions as "an act of violence which 
is all the less explzinable in a country with which the Holy See has normal 
diplomatic relations and where there is a concordat of which the responsible 
organs cannot ignore the consequences". 


: Meanwhile, the Haitian Government has closed down the Catholic newspaper, 
"La Phlange", which carried a plea for the rescinding of a decree making parents 
and guardians responsible for the attendance of students at school. 


Archbishop Poirier was deported to his native France on charges of having 
financially encouraged a strike of anti-government students at the University of 


Haiti last November in protest against the jailing of a student suspected of being 
a Communist. 


Bishop Augustin, who served as auxiliary to Archbishop Poirier, was named 
apostolic administrator of the Port-au-Prince archdiocese when the archbishop 
was expelled. The first Haitian to have held such a high church office, Bishop 
Augustin was put on a plane for Puerto Rico by police 14 hours after he was taken 
into custody, He allegedly was forbidden to take along any personal belongings. 


Bishop Augustin was reported to have stated, upon his arrival in Puerto Rico: 
"I don't know why I was arrested or deported", He denied any connection with 
anti-government groups in Haiti, BPS, Geneva 
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Mar Thoma Church Faces Evangelical Split 

(Kollat, India) - The "new' St. Thomas Evangelical Church of India will be 
inauguarated January 26, despite pleas from Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma 

to the leaders of the new church to remain within the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of 
Malabar. 


The new group, which reputedly aims at "purer" worship and doctrine, 
met recently at Kumpanad and approved a constitution, an action culminating 
more than a decade of tension between the "evangelical" and “orthodox” factions 
within the Mar Thoma Church. 


Addressing a large meeting here, Metropolitan Juhanon, head of the Mar 
Thoma Church, and one of the six co-presidents of the World Council of Churches, 
declared that "it is better that reformers. confine their work to their own 
churches". 


Calling upon members to remain "firm" and not be "swayed" by the separation, 
Metropolitan Juhanon pointed out that instead of “individuals” making suggestions 
for any needed reforms, a "body" has been created. 


M. K. Abraham, the separatist group's general secretary, maintained that it 
was necessary to start another church for the "preservation" of the purity of 
the Mar Thoma Church. 


The constitution declares that the new group will be guided in religious 
affairs only by the Bible, but will be “ever ready to renew and reform in the 
light of the inspiration of the Holy Ghost", and have evangelism as its main 
purpose. 


Twelve leading headmasters, gospel workers, vicars and missionaries of the 
Mar Thoma Church have resigned from their posts because, they said, they were 
"unable" to continue freely as clergy in furthering the teaching of the Bible 
and Christian faith within the parent body. 


A bishop will be elected and ordained head of the new group by a representa- 
tive committee of 11 priests and one layman. Church administration will be 
vested in a representative group with an elected president. 


The Bharat Evangelical Alliance in the Mar Thoma Church was formed two years 
ago following a series of unsuccessful law suits by the evangelical faction against 
the orthodox group. In their legal actions, the evangelicals attempted to prevent 
tletropolitan Juhanon and other clergy from celebrating the Kurbana (Holy Communion) 
according to the Thaksa (Liturgy) adopted by the church in 1954. The plaintiffs 
contended that this was a departure from the beliefs held by those who formed the 
Mar Thoma Church 124 years ago, after branchin,;;off from the Orthodox Syrian 
Church of Malabar. HPS, Geneva. 


Prime Minister Comments on South Africa's Race Policy 


(Cape Town) ~ Prime Minister H. F. Verwoerd has declared that recent comments 
by "indiviual ministers of certain of the Dutch Reformed Churches" relative to 
the Government's race policy do not represent the voice of the churches themselves. 
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In a New Year radio message, Dr. Verwoerd said the churches are till to be 
heard from officially "through their syneds, at which the members as well as the 
whole of the clergy will be represented", 


Representatives of eight South African churches recently attended a week- 
long censulation on the Union's race situation, which was convened by the World 
Council of Churches. They concludea their sessions by issuing a forthright 
statement against discrimination, 


"TI for one", said Dr, Verwoerd, "cannot believe that any world organization, 
be it the United Nations cr the Wrvld Council of Churches. ...can make any 
permanent impression on cur South African thinking ana actions anc on our 
Gecisions cn how to ast with justice to all here in practical everyday life..." 

EPS, Geneva. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury Will Retire May 31 


ie 


(London) - The Archvishop cf Canterbury, Dr, Geoffrey F, Fisher, 75, has 
amounced in Londen that he will retire May 31, 


Dr. Fisher told a clerical convocation that he thought it was time for a 
younger man to become ranking prelate cf the Church of England, a position he 
has hela since 1945, 


He said he chose the May 31 retirement date because "I regarded it as 
essential to make it possible for my successor without undue hurry to be 
present at the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi 
from November 18 to December 6, He noted also that major changes in the 
administration of the Anglican Church are underway, and added: 


'This is just the right moment fur me to hand ovcr my share of responsi- 
bility for these matters to another who can bring a fresh mind and energy te 
bear and can expect (as I no longer can) to see some of them at least through 
to completion," 


His successor, who will be the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury, will be 
named by the Queen on the recommendation of Prime Minister Harold Macmillan. 
The anncounsement is expected in a week or so, EPS, Geneva. 


Immediate Negotiation Asked in Algerian Situation 


nec ee er moon te ome 


(Geneva) - Immediate negotiation by the French Government with the Algerian 
nationalist Provisional Government is callec for in a statement issued here by 
the Committee on the Christian Responsibility for Buropean Cocperation, 


"Any hestitation to negotiate withthe Provisional Government directly and 
en the basic issues would inevitably involve the continuance of hostilities, 
With the danger of making the conflict internati. nal and implanting international 
communism in Africa," the statement said. 


Further, a delay would be "a grave menance to the balance of the West and 
Africa and ultimately to the whole world", 


The Committee is a small wnoffical group of prominent European laymer, Its 
chairman is Dr. ©, L. Patijn, member of the Dutch parliament and a Commissioner 
of the Commission c.f the Churches on Internati. nal Affairs, a jcint agency of 
the World Council of Churches and the Internatiunal Missionary Council, Meeting 
With the Committee were seven guests. 
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The statement declares that the French national referendum of January 8 
by revealing the exact size, both in France and Algeria, of the minority opposed 
to Algeria's evolution towards independence has "to a large extent wiped out 
the liability represented by the threat of a military ‘coup d'état! and of 
civil war". 


It added that "one of the essential points for negotiation" must be a 
guarantee of the rights of the Huropean minority in Algeria and protection 
against reprisals for all persons, whether European or Moslen, 


In a concluding section the French members of the commission added that 
for the negotiations to be successful, the French people must realize the 
heavy responsibility placed on them because of the methods used in tlds war, 
and demoralization of youth and "the use of deceit and trickery as normal 
methods of government (which have) compromised the political life of France 
and her contribution to international order. 


"Tt is our task as Christians to stress these facts and to affirm that the 
sole possibility of new life for nations, as for individuals, is through 
repentance and forgiveness," they declared. (See docunent appended for full 
text of statement.) 


The three French members of the Committee attending the meeting were: 
Professor René Courtin and Professor André Philip, of the University of Paris; 
and M, Etienne Trocmé of the faculty of the University of Strasbourg. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Integration of East German Refugee Pastors Urged 


(Heilbronn) - "In the interest of the Church and of the many churches without 
pastors", the new Emergency Association of Protestant Pastors and Church 
Workers from East Germany has sent an appeal to Bishop Haug of Wtirttenborg, 
urging him to advocate the integration of refugee clergymen. from Fast Germany 
into church work in the West Zone. 


| At a meeting of the association held here, it became clear that many 
_ refugee pastors are in despair because of the policy of churches in West Germany 
to refuse to give them new appointments and recognize their pension rights. 


The association indicated that it is still prepared to continue negotiations 
with West German churches, and asked for their “understanding and help". 


According to present church regulations, pastors who have fled East Germany 
can only be given employment in West Germany if they have left their office with 
the consent of their church. This step was taken because of a lack of pastors in 


the East Zone. EPS, Geneva. 
"Catholic" ~ "Protestant" Seen as "Outdated" Terns 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, has 
declared that the words "Catholic" and "Protestant", in their customary usage, 
are" completely out of date". 


"They mean nothing at all," Dr. Fisher contended. "You may say that is a 
harsh thing to say, but each word means a different thing to each person. You 
cannot find anybody t» agree precisely on what either word means. 
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"They are capable of an infinite variety of meaniugs," he continued. "They 
are alnost always used now purely for propaganda purposes. That is why so much 
trouble is caused by then." 


Dr. Fisher suggested that the terms "corporate" and "nersonal" almost 
natched the words "Catholic" and "Protestant". However, he did not elaborate, 


The Archbishop made these remarks during the commissioning service held 
for the Rev. Donald Macleod Lynch, new chief secretary of the churcharny, an 
Anglican service organization similar to the Salvation Arny. 


Earlier, at a press conference here, Dr. Fisher commented on the forthcoming 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, to be held in New Delhi, India, 
November 18 to December 6. 


- "We are not a lot of people who sit and stew in our own pious juices," the 
Archbishop declared. Pointing out that it was 60 years since the churches had 
begun to talk together about mutual problems, he added: “Once you have started 
talking together, there is only one major crime: and that is to walk out. In 
the World Council of Churches none of us has ever been near that." 


Dr. Fisher noted that the World Council has been able to exert a positive 
influence among the churches when they have been faced with such events as the 
Cyprus and Suez crises, and with the race problem in South Africa, BPS, Geneva. 


Episcopal Inter-racial Group Takes Firm Race stand 


(Williansburg, Virginia) - The House of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church will be asked to study, and later state in a pastoral letter, the 
denomination's position regarding marriage between persons of different colours. 


The request will come from the Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial 
Unity whose 100 clergy and lay delegates have unanimously adopted a statement 
asserting there are "neither theological nor biological barriers" to inter-racial 
marriages. | 


"Laws forbidding such marriages are contrary to Christian teaching, natural 
law and the constitution of this country," the delegates affirmed at the first 
annual meeting of the society, which was formed in 1959 to spur the Episcopal 
Church into more active integration moves, and among whose 1,500 members one- 
quarter are now Negroes. 


The statement brought immediate reaction from two Virginia prelates. In a 
joint statement, Bishop Robert F. Gibson and Suffragan Bishop David S. Rose said 
the society's action does not represent an official stand of the church nor is 
it "consonant with the policy or attitudes of the Diocese of Virginia and the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia”. 


Commenting on the prelates' views, the Rev. John B, Morris, the society's 
executive director, declared: "I will happily meet cither of these bishops in 
public debate on the theological and moral precepts upon which we based our 
staternents. Our position on doctrinal matters is soundly based upon Christian 
teachings." EPS, Geneva. 
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In Brief 


The Central C inference of the Methodist Church of Southern Asia, meeting 
recently at Hyderabad, has voted overwhelmingly in favour of the Plan of Church 
Union of North India and Pakistan, This is the third of the larger negotiating 
bodies to take similar action. One observer views the latest vote as an 
+ndication that the union is now “definitely nearer consummation". 


ae ry 


Metropolitan Nikolai, who retired last year because of ill health as head 
of the Office of Foreign Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate, has now given up 
his work as Metropolitan of Krutizy and Kolomna. The Synod has named Metropolitan 
Pitirim of Leningrad as his successor in this latter position, while appointing 
Metropolitan Guri as Metropolitan of Leningrad and Ladogar. 


Sa as 


The Moscow Patriarchate has appointed Bishop Nikodim of Podolsk as head of 
its publications department. Last summer, he was named successor of Metropolitan 
Nikolai as head of the Patriarchate's foreign department. 


* * 


Henry F, Makulu, assistant director of the World Council of Churches Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey near Geneva, has been appointed a Member of the British 
Enpire for his public services in Northern Rhodesia. Mr. Makulu is the first 
African to sevve on the Bossey staff. 


* x 


Local Congregational Christian churches in the USA are voting nearly twenty 
to one in favour of becoming part of the United Church of Christ in ratifying 
the denomination's constitution. A total of -747 or 94.8 per cent of the denomin- 
ation's 787 churches in the United States have voted approval of the merger with 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church which formed the United Church in 1957. Two- 
thirds of the E. and R. regional synods must also approve the merger. All voting 
is expected to be completed by June l. 


* % 


Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh are expected to neet Archbishop 
Makarios, president of the Republic of Cyprus, this weekend on a brief stop-over 
en route to India. 

x * 


The Maori Synod of the New Zealand Presbyterian Church has asked that 
denomination to make its churches available to Maori congregations when not in 
use. A report to the church's General Assembly said that complete integration 
of Maori congregations with the rest of the church is the ultimate ideal, but 
that such a step was not feasible now. The country's Maori population, now about 
160,000, ax expected to total more than 550,000 by the year 2000. 


i ta, 


The 80th anniversary of the Christian Endeavour movement will be marked by 
young people around the world in week-long observances January 29 - February 5. 
Special services will. be held at the Williston Congregational Church, Pertland, 
Maine (USA), where the novement was started February ey LeGl. 


Ke ok 


Me 
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Docunent 


Statenent of Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Co-operation 
January 15, 1961. 


The comments in France and other countries on the referendun of the 8th 
January, 1961, stress the following points: 


a The varying attitudes towards the question placed before the French people 
reveal an undisputable majority in favour of political negotiation with the 
Provisional Governnent of the Algerian Republic (aot n. A.) in order to enable 
peace to be resotred as soon as possible. This applies whether the voters voted 


oui" or "non" or whether they abstained from voting at all. 


e. By revealing the exact size, both in France and in Algeria, of the minority 
which is opposed to Algeria's evolution towards independence, the referendun 
has, to a large extent, wiped out the liability represented by the threat of a 
eelitary “coup d'état" and of civil war. 


Ds With regard to the F,L.N. the referendum has clearly shown that at the 
present time, even in the zones which are considered to be "pacified" and under 
control, it represents the Moslem population, which has obeyed its orders 
issued "en nasse". 


In our view, therefore, the Algerian conflict nay be solved in the following 
way: 


.. Any hesitation to negotiate with the Provisional Governnent directly and on 
the basic issues would inevitably involve the continuance of hostilities, with 
the danger of making the conflict intermational and inpianting international 
conmunisn in Africa. Now that the referendum has decided what policy the French 
Governnent nust take, the latter nust immediately start negotiations with the 
representatives just nominated by the Moslem people, in accordance with the 
gnstructions of the F.L.N. 


+ The urgency of this procedure, the difficulty of carrying it out in view of 
the failure of the negotiations at Melun and the consequent suspicion, and the 
fact that an "Algerian" Algeria will have to take its place in the community of 
nations, all this leads us to think that the countries which are friends of 
France, or associated with her, and also the other nations of the Maghreb with 
which the Provisional Government is on friendly terus and which are the first 

to be interested in a definite solution of the Algerian problen ~ should help the 
two sides to start negotiations without delay, and without reservations. Any 
delay in doing so represents a grave menace to the balance of the West and of 
Africa and ultimately of the whole world. In our view, at the present stage, 
the intervention of a third party should greatly contribute towards the necessary 
"rapprochenent". 


5. One of the essential points for negotiation should concern guaranteeing the 
rights of the European minority resident in Algeria, which should be able to 
Yeain there without fear in so far as it proves its loyalty in the construction 
of the new State. This guarantee must be accompanied by protection against 
feprisals, whether they arc directed against Europeans or against Moslens holding 
all varieties of views, it will prove effective only if a large section of the 
international community approves it and is responsible for ensuring that it is 
Carried out. 
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For the success of negotiations, and with a view to establishing fraternal 
relations once peace is attained, the French members of the neeting placed a 
commitment upon us to stress the following points: 


- The French people must realise the heavy responsibility which rests upon 
then owing to the methods employed in this war, and the equally reprehensible 
methods used to suppress the acts of terrorists. The very high number of 
casualties and of displaced persons, and the almost total destruction of the 
means of rural production, will place a heavy burden on the future of the new 
Algeria. Furthemore, the denoralisation of French youth, the perversion of 
democratic and legal institutions and the use of deceit and trickery as normal 
methods of government, compronise the political life of France and her contri- 
bution to international order. It is our task as Christians to stress these facts 
and to affirm that the sole possibility of new life for nations, as for 
individuals, is through repentance and forgiveness. 


-. Beyond this analysis of the present, it seens to us that the task of 
reparation and reconstruction will be considerable, and that substantial aid will 
have to be given to Algeria for many years. The international community will 
have to co-operate with France in giving this. 


oF In this context the Sahara should be Opened up and developed under the 
auspices of a common authority, which would give France and the interested 
States in Africa and Europe the opportunity to co-operate in a spirit of nutual 
confidence. 


In our view the French churches, which have on several occasions taken an 
energetic attitude on this painful question, must go on telling the French people 
what the real situation in Algeria is, and what responsibilities that places upon 
then. 


a 
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Special Report 
Churches Extend Aid in Congo Crisis 


(Geneva) - More than 800 Protestant missionaries from all over the world are 
presently engaged in giving immediate aid and making long-range plans to strengthen 
the churches in the strife-torn Congo, which continues to be plagued by famine 

and disease. 


In an interview here, the Rev. Theodore L. Tucker, secretary of the Africa 
Committee of the National Council of Churches, USA, reported that close to two- 
thirds of the nissionaries who were evacuated at the height of the crisis have 
now returned to their posts. 


However, Mr. Tucker nade it clear that unless "inmediate and massive assist- 
ance is given in the Congo, death will continue to plague areas where refugees 
have congregated because of tribal warfare" 


While latest checks by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation 
indicate that already scarce food supplies may well rum out in Kasai Province by 
the end of this month, Mr. Tucker noted that warring Balubas and Luluas are add- 
ing to the nisery of ae 300,000 refugees by carrying out a "scorched earth 
policy" in the area between Luluahourg and Bakwanga. 


At present, 20,000 children in Kasai Province are reportedly starving, and 
200 are dying each day, according to an FAO official who has just returned here 
from Leopoldville. It was earlier estimated that in one area alone, nore than 
50 per cent of the children will die of hunger within six-months unless nore 
adequate supplies of food and medicine are forthconing. 


While the FAO has indicated that some USS 3,000,000 is needed to alleviate 
famine, the World Council of Churches has made an appeal for USS 1,000,000 to be 
equally divided between immediate needs and long-range planning. All foodstuffs 
are being distributed within the co-operative efforts of the UN, governmental and 
Other relief organisations. WCC funds for immediate fanine relief are being 
administered through the Congo Protestant Relief Agency. 


Meanwhile, a majority of the Protestant missionaries who were evacuated at 
the height of the uprisings have returned at the request of the African churches, 
and plans are being made to extend education and provide much-needed nets.cal aid 
to meet the present crisis. 


Mr. Tucker expressed hope that FAO plans to organize a massive airlift 
would do much to alleviate famine and help solve the problem of transporting 
foodstuffs into affected areas. Not only has tribal warfare made transportation 
Gifficult, he siad, but transportation costs have been extrenely high, Lt cost 
USS 10 000 to ship 300 tons of commodities from the port of entry to Mwene Ditu, 
Kasai. These were later distributed in trucks supplied by the government or 
purchased by CPRA. 


However, the Missionary Av. ation Fellowship is expected to also operate two 
Planes in the beleaguered areas, according to Orie 0. Miller, a member of the 
Mennonite Central Committee, presently visiting the Congo. These plai-3 will be 
used to distribute foodstuffs and medicines, and to increase the efficiensy of 
the inadequate number of doctors working in the area. 


a> 
. 
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Gutbreaks of kwashiorkor - known locally as "the red hair disease" — have 
complicated the work of relief agencies, Mr. Tucker reported. Nunerous children 
have been affected by the disease which is caused by a low protein diet and is 
characterized by physical swelling and depigmentation. 


While many Belgian physicians evacuated the area after the outbreak of 
hostilities, Mr. Tucker said, most Protestant missionary doctors have returned 
and others are being recruited under the "Operation Doctor" programe sponsored 
by CPRA. 


Reporting that sone nissionary physicians are working in government hospitals 
an the larger cities, Mr. Tucker said a radiologist and a thoracic surgeon are 
being recruited under "Operation Doctor" and are to divide their services between 
a large tubercalosis sanitorium and the Lovaniun University Hospital, Leopoldville, 
where they may also teach, 


Mr. Tucker reported that the churches are expected to continue to be active 
in primary education, and to put increasing emphasis on secondary schooling. 


In addition, he noted, a Congo Polytechnic Institute is being established 
under the auspices of the Congo Protestant Church, with the active assistance of 
the Agricultural and Technical Assistance Foundation of Los Angeles, California. 


Half the money sought by the World Council of Churches will be used to 


- establish secondary schools in Leopoldville and Matadi, and to strengthen 


‘ 


existing schools. 


Mr. Tucker further disclosed that a theological seminary at college level 
has been established in Elisabethville under the joint sponsorship of six 
Protestant groups. The new seminary will eventually provide training for fren 
75 to 100 students and will offer a four-year programme. Costing an estimated 
US$ 300,000 when completed, the land on which the buildings will be situated will 
be given by the Congolese Government. 


Pointing out that the theological education fund of the International 
Missionary Council has indicated that it will make USs 100,000 available to the 
new institution when substantial Congo-wide support is evident. Mr. Tucker said 
there presently are three full-time faculty members. One has a doctorate and 
a second is currently a doctoral candidate. 


Although the political situation is unpredictable, the majority of 
missionaries who were evacuated in June have returned at the request of the 
Congolese Christian leaders, Dr. Tucker reported. 


"At that time," he observed, "two-thirds of the more than 1,000 Anerican 
missionaries were women. Well over 500 have returned, although most are men, 
It is very unlikely that many women will return until the present strife is 
settled. In some areas where there was little disturbance missionaries stayed 
on throughout," 


Stressing that foreign missionaries have returned at the request of African 
churches, the NCC official observed that "the only real friction between the 
Congolese and foreign church representatives involves the paternalistic attitude 
of some missionaries". 


"The Congolese want to be considered mature, and there is no doubt that some 
missionaries arc not being invited back because they just will be unable to fit, inte 
the new situation," he said. 


Noting that Protestant mission boards had generally been working for the day 
when the African churches would be completely indigenous, Mr, Tucker added: "With 
the approach of independence, the transfer of ultimate authority had already taken 
Place in some bodies, including the Baptist and Swedish Mission Covenant churches, 
and others, including the Disciples, Methodist and Presbyterians were well advanced 
on the same road. The actual transfer of property is currently in process." 


® i 
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Dr. Ramsey Named Archbishop of Canterbury 


(London) ~ Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, 56-year-old Archbishop of York, has 
been nominated by Queen Elizabeth II to succeed Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher 
as Archbishop of Canterbury when he retires May 31. (See EPS - No.3, 1961) 


Dr. Ramsey, who will be the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury, will be 
Bucceeded at York by the Bishop of Bradford, Dr. Frederick Donald Coggan, 
51, and president of the United Bible Societies. 


Often described as one of the most brilliant present-day British 
clergymen, Dr. Ramsey was recommended for his new post by Prime Minister 
Harold Macmillan. 


This is the fourth time in the last 160 years that an Archbishop of 
York has been nominated to succeed to the highest office in the Church of 
England. The appointment is usually made from the ranks of bishops. 


Dr. Fisher, 73, said that one of the reasons he was retiring in May 
was so that his successor would have ample time in his new office before 
the Third Assembly of the World Council of Ghurches which will be held in 
New Delhi, India, November 18 - December oe 


Like his predecessor, Dr. Ramsey has 
ecumenical movement and attended both the 
the World Council of Churches. He is the 
theology among which the most influential 
mehurch", 


taken great interest in the 

first and second assemblies of 
author of a number of books on 
is "The Gospel and the Catholic 
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Dr. Ramsey indicated that he will not be enthroned as Primate of All 
England before July 1 at the earliest because of engagements in the Diocese 
of York and the fulfillment of certain formalities connected with his 
nomination. 


Among the latter is his formal election by the 24-member Greater eouncil 
of Oanterbury. However, in accordance with the traditional relationships 
between church and state in England, his nomination by the Queen is tanta- 
mount to his formal appointment. EPS, Geneva. 


Comment on Dr. Fisher's Resignation 


(London) - Announcement of the forthcoming retirenent of Dr. Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher as Archbishop of Canterbury has evoked tributes from home and abpoad. 


William Cardinal Godfrey, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, 
praised the Anglican primate for "his devoted services to our nation, his 
patriotism, and his sincere desire and endeavour to promote and foster the 
union of Christendom". 


"This desire," he said, "is shared by many not of his faith and not least 
by Catholics everywhere. The recent visit of His Grace to Pope John XXIII 
was a gesture we all greatly appreciate. We hope and pray with the Archbishop 
that it may bear fruit, that any misunderstandings may be removed and that 
no element of bitterness may disturb the concord among those who seek to follow 
eorist,' 


The London Times ccnmended Dr. Fisher for seeking to heal the breaches 
in Christendom "by means which are more effective for being undramatic",. 


In its leading article, "Architect of Unity", The London Daily Telegraph 
noted that Dr. Fisher's primacy has been "one of the most dif F4 Cul tied noone 
history of the Church", being marked by "certitudes and beliefs melting under 
the impact of wars, sciences, materialism, immorality and new ideologies". 


His successor, Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, currently the Archbishop of 
York, said in his presidential address to the Convocation of York that the 
news of Dr. Fisher!s retirement already has "set us recalling with thank- 
fulness for what Archbishop Fisher has been to us and the Church", 


The news also brought comment from the Egyptian Government newspaper, 
Al Jumhuriyah of Cairo, which termed the retirement a blow to the Arab 
peoples. The paper praised him as ‘one of the greatest religious and civic 
personalities" and noted that "the Englich Church has lost a great leader 


and the Arabs a very good friend". EPS, Geneva. 


Full Fellowship Urged for Lutherans 


(Geneva) - A prominent Lutheran theologian has scored as "an ecclesiological 
anomaly" the fact that the Lutheran World Federation is merely "a free 


association" of churches which although adhering to the same doctrinal basis 
do not accord pulpit and altar fellowship to each other. 


“Prof. Peter Brunner, of the University of Heidelberg, writing in the current 
LWF guarterly Lutheran World, published in Geneva, says the ultimate destiny 

of the Federation is to unite Lutheran churches everywhere in an ecclesiastical 
fellowship and to become "an organ of the one globe-circling Lutheran Church", 
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Because of its "binding doctrinal basis," he wrote, the LWF is 
"constantly having to act as a Church and make decisions which lie within 
the scope of ecclesiastical doctrinal decisions. 


"Developments in the Federation itself show that there are internal 
reasons why it must grow beyond itself. The eagential tasks which the 


world federation has set for itself by their very nature demand the action 
ao te (Church, " 


However, the writer stressed that he did not contemplate a "Vatican 
Church", nor was he advocating that LWF member churches !{must merge into 
one single entity". 


In one'of several comments on the article published in the same issue, 
Prof. Regin Prenter of the University of Aarhus, Denmark, agreed that "it 
becomes intolerable when Lutheran churches of the same confessional stand 
do not have full fellowship". But, he argued, if church fellowship requires 
manifestation in a central organization, a new and separate organ should be 
developed for that purpose while the LWF should be continued as "a free 
association of autonomous churshes". 


Prof. Ernest Kinder of the University of Mtinster, Germany, acknowledged 
the goal of fellowship between all Lutheran churches, but advised against ! 
Speaking of a "globe-encircling church" and the LWF as its official organ j 
because "such terms could easily conjure up misleading conceptions of some 
kind of organizational super-church". EPS, Geneva. 
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US Public School Aid Plan Arouses Debate 


(New York) - Francis Cardinal Spellman, Roman Catholic Archbishop of New 
York, has condemned a proposal by President Kennedy's task force on educa- t 
tion as being "unfair" to the nation's parochial and private school children. 
‘The prelate!s comments drew immediate criticism from Protestant leaders. 


The task force recommended that Congress enact a US$5,840,000,000 
programme of Federal aid to public schools. However, Cardinal Spellman 
noted that no Roman Catholic schools or institutions of other denominations 
were included in the proposal. 


In a statement read at the final report meeting of his campaign for a | 
US$25,000,000 fund for the construction of educational facilities in the 
Archdiocese of New York, the Cardinal charged that the recommendation 
represented a form of unequal taxation. He said that many millions of 
American parents could not expect any return from their taxes unless they 
were willing to transfer their children to public schools. | 


"It is unthinkable,'' said the Cardinal, "that any American child be 
denied the Federal funds allotted to other children which are necessary 
for his mental development because his parents choose for him a God-centered 
education." 


He said further that he could not "believe that Congress would dis- 
criminate against, Lutheran, Baptist, Catholie or Jewish parents - Americans 
gil = in the allocation of educational funds". 


Dr. Oswald C.J. Hoffmann, public relations director for the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, advised the prelate "not to speak for us Lutherans," 
and commented that his denomination would not feel discriminated against if 
Federal funds were restricted to public schools. 
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Dr. W. Hubert Porter, associate general secretary of the American 
Baptist Convention, said it was "most unfortunate that a leading cardinal 
of the Roman Catholic Church would attack a position to which Mr. Kennedy 
pledged himself repeatedly before nation-wide audiences during his success- | 
ful campaign for the Presidency not to use public funds for parochial schools".| 


The Missouri Synod operates the largest education system of any US 
Protestant Church with 1,293 schools. A few elementary schools are also 
operated by the Baptists. 


Meanwhile, E. Allison Grant, past president of the Protestant Episcopal 
; school Association, affirmed "the doctrine of church-state separation". 
However, he said he personally favoured "some federal aid," and conceded 
that "the augument of Catholics against !double taxation! is a cogent one". 
EPS, Geneva. 


US Baptists Will Study ClosertCooperatian 


(Chicago) - Leaders of three US Baptist churches - one predominantly white 
and the other two Negro - have approved plans for a joint committee to 
investigate ways in which they can cooperate more closely. 


The committee has been authorized by the Southern Baptist Convention, 
largest US Baptist church with 9,500,000 members and two Negro churches, 
the National Baptist Convention, U.5.A., Ine., with 5,000,000 members, and 
the National Baptist Convention of America, with nearly 43,000,000 adherents, 


Committee recommendations, expected next summer, must be approved by 
each of the three churches. The Southern Baptists and two Negro Conventions H 
already have cooperative work in 17 states including missions, education, i 
evangelism and stewardship. EPS, Geneva. 


seminary Recruitment Cooperation Urged 


(Montreal) - Members of the interdenominational divinity faculty at McGill 
University have called for immediate and close cooperation among Anglican, 
Presbyterian and United Church leaders in recruiting and training men for 
the ministry. 
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Timed to coincide with the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, letters 
were addressed to heads of the three Canadian church bodies with the 
unanimous consent of the McGill faculty. 
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The letters recommended "establishment of a mutually acceptable ministry 
in new suburbs and towns and the more sparsely populated areas of our country".| 
They also called for "the transcendence of the barriers to the full inter- 


a 


i 

' 

communion of our denominations". : 

Canada's population increase, the letters said, have made it urgent 4 

for the churches to exercise a spirit of imaginative and Christian adven- 4 

tureusness, however fitting an attitude of caution and delay may have been ‘ 

me in the past. EPS, @eneva. 
4 

™ Missionaries To Start Piying Doctor Service In Congo 

3 


(Geneva) - An airplane of the Missionary Aviation Fellowship is now in the 
» Kasai district of the Congo and will be in service by the end of January, 
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Dr. William Rule, executive secretary, Congo Protestant Relief Agency, 
has reported in a letter from Leopoldville to World Council of Churches 
headquarters in Geneva. 


But Dr. Rule said more medical help is required. He desperately 
meeds three more doctors to help in setting up his airborn medical teams 
in a huge area that is entirely without doctors. 


He foresecs that the supplies he will need most during the coming 
months are anti-malarial drugs. He made a special appeal for Mepacrine 
and Quinacrine tablets and injections, Paludrine, Chioroquine phosphate, 
Camoquine hydrochloride, and Daraprim which he could use, he says, in 


Nalmost any quantities". He adds that he could also use to advantage and 
would greatly welcome antibiotics and all sulpha drugs. (See Special Report, 
EPS No. 3, 1961) EPS, Geneva. 


Australian Churches Plan Ecumenical Institute 


(Sydney) - The National Conference of Australian Churches will establish an 
Ecumencial Institute to help bridge "the deep gulf which separates institu- 
tional church life from the daily life of men and women" and "restore the 
two-way traffic of real communication between the Church and the world". 


An announcement said the Institute will conduct theological and 
sociological research, provide a mecting ground for persons of differing 
church and vocational backgrounds and prepare laymen and ministers to train 
other Christians for more effective participation in community life. 

BPS, Geneva. 


Quakers Map New Youth Service Programme 


(Philadelphia) -~ The American Friends Service Committtee, a Quaker organ- 
ization, will launch a new programme for young people to acquire on-the-job 
training in service work abroad and in the USA. 


The programme will seek to attract recent college graduates or persons 
with equivalent background who will help pay part of their own expenses and 
be supervised by AFSC personnel at their posts. In the past the organisation 
has recruited older persons and paid their expenscs. 


About 50 young men and women have been selected thus far. ‘Twelve of 
this group will spend next summer in Tanganyika on agricultural production 


programmes and ten will go to India to teach and do social service work. 


Other voluntcers will be sent to Latin America, Hurope,and parts of the UeoA. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Churches Aid Victims of Hon 


Kong Refugee Fire 


(Hong Kong) ~ Lutheran relief officials have distributed large quantities of 
clothing, blankets and cooking utensils to survivors of the fire which swept 
the Hunghom district of Kowloon last week killing four persons, injuring 
eleven and leaving nearly 11,000 homeless. 


The fire was the worst in the Hong Kong area since the Christmas Day 
disaster. of 1953 when 60,000 lost their homes. It covered eight acres and 
leveled more than 1,000 huts to smouldering litter. 


St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church was turned into an emergency feeding 
station for hundreds of victims and Roman Catholic agencies also dispensed 
rice, noodles, and milk. CARE distributed blankets, dishes, chopsticks and 

Soother articles as well as food parcels of rice, bean curd, cabbage and salted 

'fish. Church aid was provided in cooperation with the government's Social 

Welfare Department and other government agencies which are errecting 
temporary shelters for the victims. EPS, Geneva. 


Anglican and Reformed Theologians Meet 


(London) - Seven theologians of the Netherlands Reformed Church met recently 
with a group of Anglican scholars at Lambeth Palace for informal discussions 
designed to enable them to learn more about each others thinking and study. 
The theme of their discussions was "The People of God". 


The visit, on invitation of the Archbishop of Canterbury, was made in 
repayment of a visit by a group of Anglicans to the Netherlands Church in 
1958, the first official contact between the two churches in nearly 350 years. 


Observors were present from the Presbyterian Church of England, the Old 
Catholic Ghurch of the Netherlands and the Dutch (Reformed) Church in London. 
? EPS, Geneva. 


Catholic Scholar Sees Christian Reunion a Histori cal Process 


(Arnoldshain) - A Roman Catholic scholar has commented that Christian unity 
will be a new and gradual historical process, and not simply a restoration 
of the unity which the Church lost centuries ago. 


This view was presented at a study conference conducted by the Ecumeni- 
cal Centrale at the Evangelical Academy here by Professor J.G.M. Willebrands 
of Rome, a professor of comparative studies of denominations and secretary 
of the Vatican's Secretariat for Christian Unity directed by Augustin 
Cardinal Bea. 


Speaking on the significance of the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council, 
Professor Willebrands refused to accept the belief that the Catholic Church 
is preventing Christian unity because of its claim as the one authentic” 
Church which Christ established. 


Professor Willebrands contended that people must not insist that 
Catholics abandon their belief in the primacy of the Pope and the Church. 
And he noted that The Toronto Statement of the World Council of Churches 
(1950) declares that the ecumenical movement will not be furthered by an 
insistence on the abandonment of principles or beliefs. 


It was a concern for Christian unity that led Pope John XXIII to call 
the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council, he said. But he added that it 
was neither conceivable nor desirable at present for the Catholic Church 
to become an official member of the World Council of Churches, since there 

‘must first be a long period of unofficial relationships. 


Through the establishment of the new Secretariat for Christian Unity, 
he explained, the Roman Church has created the "eyes" and "ears" for 
observing and listening to other Christians. This secretariat, he added, 
is also the mouthpiece through which the Catholic Church "may possibly 
speak to them". 
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At the same conference, Professor Edmund Schlink, professor of 
Protestant theology at the University of Feidelberg, stated that the 
“original spiritual impulse" which led the Pope to convene the Council had, 

_ toa large extent, met with a positive response on the part of non-Roman 
_ Christians. 


" 


, He expressed the belief that it was very pertinent that the pontiff 
did not issue an invitation to a "union council" with non-Roman communions 
of the world because of the undeveloped feeling for ecumenism within the 
Catholic Church, especially in the Latin countries. 


Professor Schlink expressed the belief that the dangers facing Christian 
@nity in the future were the trend towards centralism within the Roman Church, 
and the temptation on the part of the World Council to be content with mere 
cooperation between separate churches. 


} While decentralisation is needed, in the Roman Church, he insisted, the 
WCC must develop a firmer theological basis. EPS, Geneva. 


Roman Catholic Leaders Comment on Vatican Council 


(Geneva) - Roman Catholic leaders in three other parts of the world also 
commented last week on the forthcoming Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council. 


. The Rev. Robert A. Graham, SJ., associate editor of the national Catholic 
weekly America, a Jesuit publication, addressing a Catholic student group in 
Providence R.1., (USA) suggested that clarification by the Council of the 
authority of bishops in relation to the supremacy of the Pope may be a step 
forward in achieving Christian unity. 


He observed that "the whole mentality" of the Catholic Church has 
Changed towards Protestants during the past generation and urged the students 
"to look upon your non-Catholic brethren with a little less jaundiced view 
Mohan was prevalent in my time". 


A similar note was struck by the Rev. Gregory Baum of St. Basil's 
Seminary, Toronto, Canada, and a consultant to the Secretariat for Christian 
Unity, one of the groups preparing for the Council. 


Fr. Baum said that the Roman Catholic Church has now started taking 
Protestant criticism seriously instead of dismissing it as simply wrong. He 
said the church must be prepared to change in areas where its elements are 
adaptable to change, but warned that it would never consider changing 
permanent elements such as doctrine, sacraments and hierarchial structure. 


The Roman Catholic hierarchy of the Netherlands issued a pastoral letter 
Min which they called upon the faithful to pray for the success of the Council 
and to "reflect on their own faith and present situation in which they live". 


"We Catholics have the task to render the Church a true living sphere 
in which our separate brethren can find the fulfillment of all that they glean 
from their own spirituality as a dearly-beloved Christian legacy," they said. 
"Their spirituality can, in turn, stimulate our own", 


A new 30-page pamphlet on the Council published by the church warned 
readers not to expect miracles of the Council, but defended the right of 
the faithful to criticize. "We do not deny you this privilege", ip Bakds 
MTho Church shall not fight shy of factual, historical truth, even though 
‘it be unpleasant. But let your criticism be competent." 

EPS, Geneva. 
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Religious Instruction Abolished in Polish Schools 


—— 


(Warsaw) - A resolution abolishing religious instruction in state schools 
has been adopted by the Central Committee of the Polish Labour Barty. 


Contending that religion is a private matter for every citizen, the 
resolution noted that authorities have no objection if parents want their 
children to study religion. But, it added, "in the interest of all parents, 
believers and non-believers, this relgious instruction should be given out 
Peescnool'', 


By the beginning of the last school term, religious instruction had 
already been dropped in many state schools. BPS, Geneva. 


soviet Press Cautioned Against Insults To "Poisonous" Religion 


(Moscow) - The Soviet press has been urged to use more tact in spreading 
anti-religious propaganda and to avoid using such phrases as "gangster meet- 
ings" and "wasps nests" in reference to relgious gatherings. 


Pravda, organ of the Communist Party's Central Committee, also condemmed 
as "one-sided atheistic propaganda" reports of alleged immorality on the 
part of some clergy "which have filled some Soviet publications lately". 


In an unsigned, four-column editorial, Pravda recalled the advice 
recently given by Premier Khrushchev: "Being atheists does not give us a 
right to insult the relgious feelings of churchgoers". 


"Unfortunately", said Russia's leading Communist newspaper, "not all 
Soviet publications remember this advice". 


While it stressed that "only educative methods are permissible, along 
with careful supervision to ensure that the clergy obeys Soviet laws", 


Pravda cited newspapers which, it said, are properly promoting the party's 
"final aim - the liberation of all citizens from the poisonous influence 
of religion". BPS, Geneva. 


Churches Aid Cuban Refugees 


(Miami) - US churches - faced for the first time in decades with a situation 
in which the nation is the country of first asylum for a large number of 
refugees - have set up a programme to help scNem find homes and jobs. 


The refugees are the estimated 50,000 persons who have fled the Castro 
regime in Cuba across the 90-mile "water curtain" to Florida. 


Church World Service has established an office to register and inter- 
view Cuban applicants for resettlement in other parts of the nation, in 
cooperation with local church authorities. Some 30,000 of the group are 
reported still living in the Miami area of southern Florida, although jobs 
for the new-comers are reported "virtually non-existent" because of general 
economic conditions in the city. 20,000 residents of the area are reported 
unemployed. 


The U.S. Government has allocated $1,000,000 to provide assistance and 


various other welfare agencies are also working to help them. 
EPS, Geneva. 
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‘ In Brief 


; An appeal for "foster parents" to "adopt" youngstersin the famine- 
Stricken, disease-ridden Congo has been made by the Swiss Protestant relief 
Beency, “Hilfsvcrk." The "foster parents" will agree to contribute 10 Swiss 
francs ( Us $2.50) a. montiior ab least six months in an efitort to cut the 
Congo's present child mortality rate. 


DE, eat * 


Evangelist Billy Graham has told reporters that he believes the election 
Of Roman Catholic John F. Kennedy as US president has promoted better 
understanding between Roman Catholics and Protestants in the USA. Dr. Graham 
Said Mr. Kennedy's victory proved that there is not as much religious prejudice 
in the US as many feared, and probably had reduced forever the importance of 
the religious issue in American elections. 


* aS * 


A 40 1b. rough-hewn block of stone from the 15-century old Iona Abbey in 
the Western Isles of Scotland hes been shipped to Australia where it will be 
Gncorporated into the new St. Silas's Church to be built at North Balwysn, 
Beater this year. . The stone,which has three St. Andrews! crosses carved along 
Bne edge, was sent as a good will gift to the new church from the Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland. 


PN TRL) 


; A Baptist Church in Seville, Spain, closed by government authorities in 
November, 1958, has been re-opened, according to word received by the Baptist 
World Alliance in London. An Alliance spokesman described the re-opening as 

Ma very significant act and most encouraging for the whole of Baptist work 

oa Spain", 
F x > 


Protopresbyter Nicolai Kolschitsky, dean of the Patriarchal Cathedral,, 
Moscow, has dicd in Moscow. Some western newspapers erroneously reported the 
Meath of Metropolitan Nicolai, former head of the Foreign Affairs Department 
‘of the Moscow Patriarchate. 


* * * 


The British and Foreign Bible Society hes reported an enthusiastic 
reception for its new translation of the Bible now being sold in schools and 
bookshops in the Congo in spite of conditions there. The text represents 
an attempt to unify the varied dialects spoken in Eastern Congo, and while 
the vocabulary is similar to Swahili, the translation is simpler grammatically. 


* * * 


A new Assemblies of God church, located just three miles from the launch- 
ing site of satellites, has been opened at Camp Canaveral, Fla., for families rape Wy 
working on US Government space projects. The building was erected by the 

“hembers who had been holding services in the recreation building of a local 
trailer park. Sixty-five adults are cnrolled in the church and 141 children 
in the Sunday school. 
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Six Missionaries Evacuated From Eastern Congo 


(Leopoldville) - Continued threats of anti-white violence in the strife- 
torn eastern Congo has led a United Nations patrol to evacuate six 
Protestant missionaries - four Americans and two Germans - from Kivu 
Province. 


UN officials said the Rev. Jack Swinburn and the Rev. Peter de Young, 
two of the Americans, together with their families, were taken to the 
neighbouring trust territory of Ruanda-Urundi. 


The destination of the two other Americans, Dr. John Slater and his 
brother, Dr. Dwight Slater, was not given. They earlier were turned back 
Mien they tried to join their’ families ina flight to Ruanda-Urundi. 

Kivu troops ordered them to return to their work at the Conservative 
Baptist Hospital at Katwa. The identity and destination of the German 
Missionaries was not available. 


Meanwhile, UN officials are consulting western consular missions 
in the rebel stronghold of Stanleyville regarding safety measures for 
white residents in that capital of Oriental Province. The number of 
whites still held by supporters of ex-Premicr Patrice Lumumba is believed 
small, UN headquarters reported. (See EPS No. 3, 1961) EPS, Geneva. 
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“WCC Asks $53 Million For 1961 Service Programme 


(Geneva) - The 1961 project-book, just published by the World Council of 
Churches', appeals to its 178 member-churches to subscribe $54405,055 for 
ecumencial inter-church aid and refugee projects during the year. The 
figure is an increase of $206,000 over last year. 


The money would benefit church-sponsored undertakings in many countries. 


Major portion of the funds sought - $4,360,000 is asked for inter- 
Church aid projects submitted by local ecumenical councils. This includes 
mms ,002 for Rarope, $1,582,524 foriAfrica,. $554,517 for the Near’'and 
Middle East, and $441,712 for Asia. This includes $70,000 . sought to 
underwrite ECLOF, the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund. 


Totil sought for the goneral service programme is $1,160,000. Of this 
nearly half - $525,000 has already been pledged, but an additional $581,000 
is needed for such programmes as scholarships, ecumencial work camps and 
Other youth projects, health and medicine, support of fraternal workers, 
Material relief, special technical assistance pilot projects and other projects. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Reformed Alliance Sees Civil Disobedience Justified in Some Cases 


(Atlantic City) ~ (Gy ldiscobeddence, even to the point, of, revolution,: in 
Situations of injustice and tyranny, is defended in a statement adopted 
by the 100 delegates to the North American Area Council of the World 
Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches meeting here. 


Such action is justified, the Alliance said, "when a law prevails 
that keeps people from receiving justice and thus conflicts with the 
purpose of God as they are revealed in the Christian Gospel. 


"A% such @ time it is our opinion that a Christian, after serious and 
Careful consideration and after sharing his concern with other members of 
the household of faith may engage alone or with others in an act of givil 
Becobedience," it says. 


"Tn cases where injustice is made rigid by an unyiclding tyranny which 
Mrevents such free and responsible action within the pale of the law by the 
Christian concience, then, as a last resort, it may be necessary to attack 
the seat of tyranny and bring about a revolutionary change so that freedom 
and justice may be established". 


In another statement the delegates who represented 11 Presbyterian 
end Reformed bodies in the U.S., Canada and Jamaica, defended the right 
of the churches to speak out on political, economic and social issues. 
Church pronouncements in these feilds, they said, "are not attempts to 
@dictate public policy, but are the church's testimony to its understanding 
‘of the bearing of the Christian faith and hope upon public questions". 
EPS, Geneva. 


90 Attend African WSCF Leadership Conference 


(Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia) - The theological foundations and cost of 
discipleship in contemporary Africa were discussed by 90 representatives 
from 12 eastern and southern African nations at a leadership training 
Course of the WorldsStudent Christian Federation held at the Ecumenical 
Centre here recently. 
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The interracial meeting was intended to help prepare an indigenous 
leadership for African student Christian movements by providing students 
with the biblical, doctrinal and ethical knowledge necessary for a positive 
contribution to their churches. 


The conference theme was "Discipleship with Jesus Christ in Africa 
Today," and particular attention was paid to racial, political, and 
religious problems, as well as to the evolution of marriage and family 
life and the necessary changes in the structures and missionary work of 
the Church. 


In addition to laying the groundwork for several new student Christian 
movements, plans were made to hold an All-Africa Student Conference on 
the Life and Mission of the Church as a follow-up of the world-wide 
Conference held in Strasbourg, France, July, 1960. EPS, Geneva. 


Changes in Church Structure Urged 


(Sydney) - The ecumenical movement has shown member churches that their 
structures must be constantly changed to meet the needs of the modern 
world, a former staff member of the World Gouncil of Churches said here. 


This opinion was advanced by the Rev. John Garrett, former director 
of the WCC's Department of Information in Geneva, and now principal of 
Camden College of Sydney, the theological school of the Congregational 
Union of New South Wales. He is quoted in the current issue of Inter- 
Church News, an Australian publication. 


Mr. Garrett said the contemporary Church must have a time schedule 
as close as that of modern communications, an efficisncy as great as modern 
business, and be as closely in touch with industry and production as the 
farmer, the businessman and the trade union leader. 


The former WCC information director noted that the ecumenical move- 
ment had shown that most churches needed four major structural changes to 
meet the needs of the 20th Century: 


One - In any local district the wasteful division of denominationalism 
must be ended for a more effective missionary approach to those outside 
the Church's influence, 


Two ~ A spirit of "loyal anticlericalism" is needed in most churches 
to prevent local congregations degenerating into one-man shows. 


Three - The parish, as a geographical entity, is finished in most areas. 
"The centres of interest for a normal human being are now his work and his 
home. The clergy should work to make pastoral calls on the job - at the 
office, the factory or the farm - giving plenty of notice that he wishes to 
meet the boss and other workers in the same place." 


Four - The 19th eentury concept of sending missionaries from "Christian" 


to "non-Christian" lands is out-dated. "Now people must learn to volunteer 
as servants of the missionary work of local churches," Local churches should 
also invite "dynamic Africans, Asians and Latin Americans" and others from 
former "mission lands" to work with them and "show how a real mission ticks". 


Mr. Garrett added that the ecumenical movement began as a concern of 
laymen and women for the disunity of the church and "it will stay alive only 
as long as the laity continue to stir up the ttop brass!". 

EPS, Geneva. 
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Polygamy Defended for Africa 


(New York) - A US missions official said here that Christian groups in 
West Africa should not bar church membership to men and women who practice 
polygamy for economic reasons. 


By doing so they are rapidly loosing potential converts to Islan, 
said the Rev. Chester L. Marcus, an American Negro minister who is racial 
and cultural relations co-secretary of the United Church of Christ: UsA, 


Mr. Marcus, who recently returned from a year in Africa, said that 
Moslems, whose relgion sanctions the age-old custom, have been proselytizing 
heavily in East Africa. He said that while polygamy is 
forbidden by the Christian Church, it is practiced in West Africa as a 
means of economic security. EPS, Geneva. 


Chinese Protestants Pledge Government Support 


(Hong Kong) - A conference of the National Committee of the Protestant 
Churches in China has pledged continued support for the Communist govern- 
ment, Peiping Radio has reported. 


The station said the conference, held in Shanghai, brought together 
319 delegates from all parts of China. It was presided over by Wu Yao-Tsung 
and Wu Yi-fang, chairman and deputy of the committee. 


Conference speakers agreed that the Chinese Protestant churches had 
made "great progress during recent years in their patriotic, anti-imperi- 
alistic movement and have transformed themselves from an instrument of 
imperialistic aggression into churches administered by Chinese Protestants 
themselves", the station revorted. 


A resolution was adopted thanking the government for granting religious 
freedom and said that the Protestant churches are "determined to oppose 
imperialistic aggression, defend world peace and adhere to socialism," 
according to Peiping Radio. 


The National Committee was created in 1950 under government auspices 
to insure support of Chinese Protestants for the Peiping regime. Its 
leaders claim that it has done valuable work in helping other Protestant 
churches survive and expand under the present government. BPS, Geneva. 


Church Leaders Attack Australian Immigration Policies 

(Canberra) - Australia's "white Australia" immigration policy was sharply 
attacked by two delegates of the churches to the Australian Citizenship 
Convention meeting last week in Canberra. 


The Anglican Bishop of Armidale, the Rt. Rev. Je S. Moyes, who has 
been a leader of the ecumenical movement in Australia, said it seemed 
strange that the country should consider immigration as if the country 
was an isolated section of Europe in the heart of the Asian world. 


"I don!t see how we can get away with this for very long,' ‘he 


declared. "It is time the Government declared @ definite policy," but 


he added, "I think that both parties in Federal Parliament are frightened 
of this question". 
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Mr. D. S. Anderson, representing the Australian Student Christian 
Movement charged that the nation was "out on a limb" with its immigration 
policies and urged the Government to admit a quota of Asians. Under 
present regulations, he charged, "with few exceptions no Asian can expect 
wo be admitted irrespective of his occupation or education". 


The Convention is called annually by the government to bring churches 
and community agencies together to consider welfare policies in connection 


with the country's extensive drive for new immigrants. The intake - one 
Australian in every ten has arrived since World War II - is the greatest in 
mastory in relation to the existing population. EPS, Geneva. 


Jewish Groups Oppose Cardinal's School Aid Talk 


(New York) - Francis Cardinal Spellman's recent remarks condemning a 
$5 »840,000,000 Federal aid to education proposal has aroused opposition 
from five national Jewish organisations in the United States. (See EPS No.4 


1961) 


The American Jewish Congress, Jewish Labour Committee, Jewish War 
"Veterans, Union of American Hebrew Congregztions iaho ema and the United 
Synagogue of America (conservative), said in a joint statement that 
distribution of public funds to other than public schools would violate 
both public opinion and the US Constitution. 


The Cardinal earlier drew protests from some Protestant leaders by 
Saying that it would be discriminatory if private and sectarian schools 
did not share funds recommended in the Federal aid. to education proposal 
-handed down by President Kennedy's education task force. 


Pointing out that Jewish groups would not feel it discriminatory if 
their own schools did not receive Federal aid, the statement declared: 


'We deem the maintenance and furtherance of the Jewish religion to 
be the responsibility of the Jewish community, a responsibility which we 
have no desire to impose either in whole or in part upon the American 
taxpayer. 


"While it may appear to be a heavy burden upon religious groups to 
finance their schools exclusively out of the voluntary contributions of 
their adherents, in the long run acceptance of governmental support would 
be even more costly to the cause of religious freedom." EPS, Geneva. 


US Baptists Urged to Unite 


(Providence R.I.) - The pastor of the oldest Baptist church in the U.S. has 
urged union of the Nation's 20 million Baptistsinto "one fellowship, one 
association and one convention", 


The Rev. Homer L. Trickett of the 323-year old First Baptist Church, 
Providence, R.1I., declared that Baptists are "not united," but "are divided 
by excessive individualism and independency". 


"Some of us," he asserted, "are exclusive, parochial, authoritarian - 
‘confident that we, and we alone, possess the whole gospel and are obedient 
to Our Lord's commands. I call first of all upon my own brethren to put 
‘aside all old divisions and all present divisiveness and to come together 
into one fellowship, one association, one convention of churches that bear 
the name Baptist," EPS, Geneva. 
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Rural Ecumenical Congress Held in Alsace 


(Storchensohn Alsace) - "Let's Start Building" was the theme of the first 
European congress for Protestant rural young people held here recently. 


Protestant lay-training centres, the French Protestant Office for 
Rural Studies, and similar organizations in Germany, Holland, Austria, 
Denmark, Italy and Switzerland co-operated in organizing the congress. 


The congress enabled European rural youth to study together the 
problems which they mutually face in their jobs, their social life, and 
in the Church. 


During the sessions, the young people attended an ecumenical service 
in Wesserling. BPS, Geneva. 


Churches Give $400,000 to Aid Needy 


(Geneva) - Churches around the world have contributed more than $400,000 
to appeals for the needy issued during the past few months by the World 
Council of Churches. 


Largest contibutions have been given for relief in the Congo - a 
total of close to $350,000 towards the goal of $1,000,000 to underwrite 
a broad programme of direct material relief, medical aid and schools. 


This has come from the churches in the United States, $118,000; Great 
Britain, $70,000; the Netherlands, $52,800; Germany, $48,000; Denmark, 
$15,000; Canada, $10,000; Sweden, $5,800; and from Switzerland, Australia,and 
New Zealand. 


In addition the churches have sent tons of supplies into the area. | 
Church World Service (USA) has shipped 209,500 lbs of milk, 53,000 lbs | 
of flour and 529,000 lbs of rice, plus drugs valued in the hundreds of | 
thousands of dollars, most of which have been contributed by US 
pharmaceutical companies. Germany has shipped tents for three to four 
thousand persons. Norway has sent 100 tons of stockfish, two tons of 
dried milk and medicines and the Netherlands has shipped 47s tons of 
food. ; 

Churches! contributions to other appeals include $40,800 for Hast 
Pakistan flood survivors; $30,000 for victims of the Hong Kong refugee ; 
settlement fires; ofd for needy in. strife-torn,arcas of Africa, $7,800 
for the Cameroons; $5,600 for Togoland and $28,000 for Ruanda-Urundi. 

EPS, Geneva. . 


Catholic Editor Sees Unity Gains } 
(New York) - A leading Roman Catholic editor in the United States has 
observed that the gaps dividing the Eastern Orthodox, Protestant and 

Roman Catholic churches "are narrowing year by year". 


\ 
i 
Preaching at a pontifical mass at the Roman Catholic Church of | 
St. Paul the Apostle, New York, the Rev. John B. Sheerin, editor of I 
The Catholic World, cited two main reasons for the increasing amiability 
between Roman Catholics and other Christians. He identified these as 

the prevailing attitudes of the World Council of Churches and the 

Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council proposed by Pope John XXIII. 


in Oberlin, Ohio, in September, 1957, said he was impressed by three 
characteristics of the meeting: 


% 
b 
Father Sheerin, an observer to the WCC's Faith and Order Conference 


No. 5 - 3rd February 1961 q 


"First, the complete sincerity of the delegates. secondly, the 
trend toward a scientific study of the Bible and, third, the awareness 
of the delegates of the need for a physically organized Christian Church. 


"To shelter the tru needs of Christians," he said, "there must be 
@ visible external organization...They eee ho ees are beginning to 
feel the necessity of the reunion of all Christianity". 


Pointing out that the Vatican Council may rephrase, but not change - 
Catholic doctrine to make it more understandable to Protestant and Orthodox 
churchmen, Father Sheerin declared: 


"In any event it will pave the way for better relations between 
Catholics and other Christians and should be particularly valuable con- 
cerning the relations between the Catholic and Orthodox clergy." 

EPS, Geneva. 


social Revolution Challenges Churches 


(Minneapolis) - The churcheshave been called upon to undertake "a vast 
effort of self-examination and self-criticism" in order to cope with the 
Challenge of the world!s social revolution. 


At the moment they are unprepared to meet the demands presented them 
by the rapidly changing patterns of life in vast areas of the globe, the 
Rev. Paul R. Abrectht, executive secretary of the World Council of Churches 
Department on Church and Society, has told a meeting in Minneapolis, Minn. 


The irony of the situation, he said, is that Christian missionaries 
have helped bring about the upheavals in Africa, Asia and Latin America, 
but the churches have given little attention to ti.u study of the.sthieal and 
Spiritual forces at work in national political movements. 


"Can the Church and particularly the Christian West," he asked, 
Nunderstand the tremendous significance of its own achievement in helping 
great areas of the world discover the meaning of human dignity and can it 
now find ways of continuing its mission of responsible emancipation through 
Christ to the peoples of these lands", 


Thus far the record has been poor, he said, and "the Church stands 
impotent and almost helpless while one or another ideological movement 
captures the leadership of the dynamic movement of peoples which the 
Church did so much to inspire and allows the men and women which it has 
nurtured in the Christian Gospel of love and righteousness to conclude 
that the Church could inspire a new conception of life but could not 
PolLlow it up". BPS, Geneva. 


Orthodoxy and the Ecumenical Movement 

(Athens) - The Orthodox Church must assume a more active role in working for 
@ united Church, Professor Basil Ioannides of the Theological Faculty of 
mthens University, said at a meeting hrc rocuntly. : 


Prof. Ioannides, who also serves as director-general of the Greek 
Ministry of Education, told members of the Halki Graduates Club that the 
time had come when the Church no longer can be fragmented. 


So 


ee 


STOP UE, 


| ae 
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He pointed out that as early as 1920 the Ecumenical Patriarch had 
invited all Christian churches to form a League of Churches modelled after 
the League of Nations. 


: While contemorary ecumenical meetings have been predominantly 

} Protestant in spirit, he said, the Orthodox representatives have always 

been careful to make clear their view on the basis of Orthodox doctrine. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Tn pre. 


Vatican sources have reported that the number of Roman Catholics in 
the world has more than doubled in the last 80 years. Growing slightly 
faster than the world population rate, an unofficial estimate placed the 
mumber of Catholics in 1960 at about 490 million, compared with 211 
Million in 1880. World population during the same period rose from 
mH, 524,000,000 to 2,930,000,000. 


* * * 


: The Rev. Matthias Meye has been named to the two top positions in the 

| Cameroon Presbyterian Church by its General Assembly. The Assembly elected 

[whim Moderator and, for a period of five years, to the post of Stated Clerk, 

| (chief executive officer), In 1956-57 Mr. Meye was vice-moderator of the 

| United Presbyterian Church in the USA. At this time the Cameroon Church was 

Btill a Synod of the US church. Mr. Meye, a native of the Cameroons, has 
taught at Dager Theological Seminary there. 


Fan po Meee ike 


The ecumenical movement is the subject of the current issue of Jubilee, 

am independent Roman Catholic magazine, published in the United States. The 
passue features stories on the Ecumenical Patriarch, spiritual leader of 
|Bastern Orthodoxy, and Taizé, the Protestant monastery in France. An intro- 
iductory article titled "Report From Switzerland" discusses the work of the 
World Council of Churches. 


* * * 


| Alaska is the fastest growing home mission's area of The Methodist 
Church (USA), according to a new report. During the past decade the number 
pot Methodists in the new State increased from 945 to 3,136 or 232 per cent, 
While the total population growth of the new state was 74 per cent. In 
[Hawaii in the same period Methodist membership recorded a gain of 36 per cent 
ifrom 3,412 to 4,664 and in Puerto Rico the increase was LA7 per’ cent =) from 


9,450 to 8,346. 


* * * 


Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, former executive secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation, who is recuperating from a stroke suffered in October, 
Mas been released from the hospital, and is living with his sister in Denver, 
Molo. (USA). 


* * * 


Five persons will be tried by Polish authorities on charges of assisting 
an the printing of Jehovah's Witnesses publications, which are illegal in 
Poland. Police recently confiscated a large stock of such publications after 
‘@iscovering a printing press belonging to the group at Blonie near Wroclaw 

formerly Breslau). 


Rea 


Archbishop Iakovos of New York, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North and South America, and a president of the World Council of Churches, 
j has been named chairman of the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox 

| Bishops in the Americas. Named as vice-chairman was Metropolitan Antony 
Bashir, New York, head of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church. The 
conference was formed last June to strengthen unity among Orthodox churches 
and resolve problems of common concern. 


* * *% 


A campaign to persuade the US government to ship surplus grains to 
famine stricken Communist China has been launched by the Fellowship of 
Meconciliation, US religious pacifist group. Ina half-page advertisement 
4n the New York Times, FOR urged Americans to send special small-grain-bags 
to the White House as an indication of popular support for the proposal. 

The bags, filled with wheat or rice, are imprinted: "!Tf thine enemy hunger, 
feed him - Send Surplus Food to China!". 

x * 


Bishop Otto Dibelius, 80, will step. down as chairman of the Council 

of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD ) when the church's synod elects 

a new council next month. Dr. Dibelius announced earlier he would retire 
from all church posts in 1961. He stated he would sive up his responsibility 
as a co-president of the World Council of Churches following the WCC's Third 
Assembly in New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6. 


* * * 


The first volume of a comprehensive bibliography on Christianity in 
Asia has been prepared by the International Christian University in Tokyo, 
Japan. The volume, entitled "Christianity In Japan" lists in English, 
Japanese, and Chinese over 3,600 books and manuscripts on Christianity 
written in Japan and China between 1543 and 1858... Copies at, $5.00 each 
may be ordered through the Japan International Christian University Found- 
Btion, Room 1220, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, 27, New York, USA. 


* &* * 
An Islamic mission centre will be established in Geneva, Switzerland, 
to spread Islam in Western Europe. Plans for the centre were approved by 
the Islamic World Congress at a recent conference in Jerusalen,. 

%¥ * * 
The North American Conference on Church and Family will be held 


April 30 - May 5, at Green Lake, Wisc., (USA) under joint auspices of the 
US and Sanadian Councils of Churches. Some 600 church leaders are expected 


BO. attend. 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR11961 


Pebruary 6 - 10 WCC, Executive’ Committee Geneva 
IPebruary 8 - 19 ULAJE Conference Brazil 
Pebruary 9 WCC, EHurope ICA Committee Geneva 
February t2 NCC, USA Race Relations Sunday 
Rebruary 15 Heumenical Institute,)\cnd,of 9th session Bossey 
February 16 - 23 WSCF Officers! Mecting Taizé, France 
February 17 World Day of Prayer 
February 17 - 19 World Alliance of YMCAs, South & Hast 
Asia Executive Committee Singapore 
February 19 Universal Day of Prayer for Students 
February 21 - 26 wee, Non-Christian Religions, Consultation 
on the study of "The Word of God and the 
Living Faiths of Men" Rangoon, Burma 
February 26 - March 1 World Alliance of YMCAs, presidents! 
committee Cairo 
| 
March 1- 4 WCC, Youth Department/Faith and Order, 
| Consultation on Holy Communion at 
ecumenical gatherings Bossey 
March 11 - 15 wec, Non-Christian Relgions, Meeting 
of study centre directors and theologians 
on "The Word of God and the Living Faiths 
of Men" Nagpur, India 
March em ek): < WCC, DICASR, Fraternal Workers Retreat Glion, 
| Switzerland 
(March LO ee World YWCA, International Seminary in 
rélation to the 15th session of the UN- 
Commission on the Status of Women Geneva 
March 20 - 24 nee HES & Order, Lutheran/Reformed hal eed eae 
Beh eas He Worth, Alsace 
(March 27 - 28 WCC, Youth Department, World Youth 
Le. Projects Committee New York 
March 28 - April 4 WCC, Department on the Laity, Third 
African Seminary, initiated in collab- 
oration with the John Knox House and John Knox 
the WSCF House, Geneva 
April WCC, Faith and Order, Theological 
Commission on Worship (Bast Asia) India 
April wcoc, ICA Secretaries! Meeting Geneva 
FApril 2 - 18 woc, Youth Department, All-India 
leadership training course South India 


| April 


April 
April 
April 


April 
BApril 
| April 


meapril 


April 
April 


April | 
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15 - 20 

16 = 20 
16 - 23 
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24 - May 4 
26:5 

26 
26 - 28 
28 - May 2 
1 - 6 

6 - 15 
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KHeumenical Institute, Consultation on 
International Ethos 

WCC, DICASR/Study Department, 
Consultation on Christian Leadership 
in Areas of Rapid Social Change 

EACG Youth Committee 


Annual Convention of the Convocation 
of the American Episcopal Churches in 
Kurope 


WCC, Department on Church and Society, 
Consultation on Race Relations 


Brethren Service Commission, Huropean 
Prugramme, Annual Conference 


WCC, Youth Department, Asian Work Camp 
Leaders Training Conference 


World Alliance of YMCAs, General Assembly 
Mainau Institute 


WCC,’ Faith and Order, Theological 
Commission on Worship (Buropean Section) 


Conference on Huropean Men's Work 


LJF, International Seminar on Confirm- 
ation and Meeting of the Commission on 
Education 


WCC, Faith and Order, Study Commission 
on Institutionalism 


WCC, Youth Department, East-West youth 
Leaders Conference 


US Conference for the WCC, Executive 
Committee 


World YWCA Membership Day 
US Conference for the WCC 


WSCF, Consultation between members of the 
WSCF and Pax Romana on "The Lay Aposto- 
late in a Technological Age" 


WCC, Department on Church and Society, 
Study Conference on Rapid Social Change 


Swiss Pastoral Week 


WCC, Youth Department, Working Group 
of National Ecumenical Youth Secretaries 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on 
Nation-Building and International 
Responsibility 


ii 


Bossey 


Geneva 
Bangkok 
Bossey 
Geneva 
Bienenberg 


nr. Basel. 
Switzerland 


Bangkok 
Mainou, Germany 


Légamkloster, 
Denmark 


Bossey 


Loccum, German; 


Heidelberg, 
Germany 


Berlin 


Buck Hild Patt 


Buck Hill Fall: 
Pa., USA 


Belgium 
Nigeria 
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WCC, DICASR, European Consultation on 
whe Role of "Christian Social service 
institutions" 


Christian Unity Sunday 
WCC, Youth Committee Meeting 


WCC, Youth Department, Conference of 
Work Camp beaders 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for 
Missionaries and Pastors 


WCC, DICASR Refugee Sub-Committee 
wWcC, DICASR Administrative Committee 
LWF/WS Referral Conference 


WCC, DICASR, Migration Preparatory 
Commission 


WCC, DICASR, Migration Conference 


WCC, Faith and Order, Study Commission 
on Institutionalism 


WCC, Paith and Order, Working 
Committee 


WCC, Executive Committee 

wcC, Faith and Order, Christ and the 
Courch (American Section) 

LWF, Executive Committee 

IMC, Commission on Theology of Missions 


wcc, Youth Department, American Work 
Campers Orientation 


A6th International Christian Endeavour 
Convention 


World Alliance of YMCAs, World 
Conference of Young Adults 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Enlarged and 


Extended Meeting of the Extension and 
Intermovement Aid Committee 


“WOCESSA, World Educational Service 


Committee 


World Alliance of YMCAs, 3rd meeting of 
World Council 


WCCESSA, Board of Managers 


WCCEHSSA, Latin American Consultation 
on Christian Educetion 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Executive 
Committee 


re 


Geneva 


Geneva 
Bossey 


Bossey 
Geneva 
Geneva 


Hannover 
Geneva 


Leysin, 
Switzerland 
Boston, 
Mass., UsA 


near Geneva 


? 


USA 
Poland 


Bossey 


Crét-Bérard, 
Switzerland 


Chicago, Liwe5 


Vienna 


Geneva 
New York 


Geneva 


New York 


Huampani, Lima, 


Peru 


Geneva 


ee r 

AS ey a ee Se TT TIS St SS 

oro em tae eae ee ee ee SSS ye srs 
od ee ee at Se ee — 


ae a 


Say 


a 
“t= 


ib 
: 
; 


PS 


‘No. 5 - 3rd February 1961 . 13 


July 25 - Aug.le Ecumenical Institute, Course for 

| theological students: "From 
Edinburgh 1910 to New Dehli 1961, 
Half a Century of the Ecumenical 
Movement", sponsored jointly by the 


Institute and the WSCF Bossey 
‘July 26 - Aug.2 LWF, Commission on World Mission Berlin 
Meuly 31 - Aug.l LWF, Meeting of Special Commission 
on Inter-Confessional Research Copenhagen 
meusust 4 - 13 LWF, Commission on Theology Helsinki 
“August 7 - 12 World Presbyterian Alliance, Executive Oegstgeest, 
Committee Holland 
‘August 16 - 23 North American Ecumenical Youth Assembly Ann Arbor, Mich. 
| USA 
“August 16 - 26 Ecumenical Institute, Course for Laymen Bossey 
“August 18 - 25 10th World Methodist Conference Oslo, Norway 
August 20 - 27 World Alliance of YMCAs, Consultation 
: on the Christian Basis for Lay Vocations Mainau, Germany 
August 20 - 
pept. 2 World YWCA Membership Conference: "Think 
on These Things" Jamaica 
August 24 - 29 World Presbyterian Alliance, European 
Area Council Zurich 
Bugust 26 - 31 WCC, Faith and Order, Theological 
Commission on Tradition (European Mansfield 
Section) College, Oxford. 
England 
August 31 - WCC, Department on the Laity, Consulta- 
sept. '6 tion on Stewardship, organised jointly 
with the Ecumenical Insistute Bossey 
September 2 - 8 WCC, Department on the Laity, Bast Asia 
Forum, (initiated in collaboration with 
the John Knox House and the WSCF Geneva 
September 4 - 14 woc, Faith and Order, Theological 
Commission on Christ and the Church Switzerland 
September 11 - 14 LWF, Commission on World Service Canada 
September 17 - 30 World YWCA Executive Committee Chateau d!0ex, 
Switzerland 
September 20 - 25 Intornational Old Catholic Congress Haarlem, Hollanc 


“September 20 - 28 World Alliance of YMCAs, Consultation on 


Youth and International Relationships Mainau 
October 1 World Wide Communion Sunday 
“October 1 - Boumenical Insititue, 10th session of 


February 15, 1962 the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies Bossey 
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October 2 WCC, DICASR, Refugee Sub-Committee Geneva 
October 43 - 4 7 WCC, DICASR Administrative Committee Geneva 
October 22 World Order Sunday 
October 29 Reformation Sunday 

; October 31 - 

a November 3 IWF, Commission on Inner Missions Northern 

1 - Hurope 

4 November 3 . World Community Day 

- 

ef November 6 ~ 14 World Committeefor Chrisitian Broad- 

i casting India 
November 8 - 11 Enlarged HACC Committee Bangalore 
November 9 - ll wecc, Department on the Cooperation of 

Men and Women, Joint Consultation with 

East Asia Christian Conference Committee 
Novenber 10.- 17 Pre-Assembly Youth jissembly Agra, India 
November 12 - 16 CCIA Pull Commission Bangalore 


November 12 - 18 World YWCA/WMCA, Weck of Prayer and 
World Fellowship Theme "Living by the 
Power of Jesus Christ" 


November 16 WCC, Executive Committee New Delhi 
November 17 WCC, Central Committee New Delhi 
November 18 - 
December 6 wcC Third Assembly New Delhi 
December 3 - 10 American Bible Society, Universel Bible 
Week 
December 6 - 7 WCC, Central Committee New Delhi 
December 7 - 8 Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism New Delhi 
December 8 - ll PAUC’ Consultarion on “The: Church and: the 
. Changing Family (with participation of 
the WCC Department on the Cooperation of 
Men and Women in Church and Society) India 
December 12 US Conference for the WCC, Executive 
Committee | 
December 12 - 22 TOG!» hegrone | contéronoe onythe bite 
ent Mission of the Church ith asia India 
December 19 WCC, Department on the Cooperation of 
Men and Women, Consultation Indonesia 


* * * 


Key to Abbreviations 
DICASR Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees (WCC) 


WCC World Council of Churches 


eh ee, 
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a dey 
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ah See vy ; AL 


Se (international Missionary Council 


Bast Asia Jhristien Conference 
World Council of Christian Education ond Sunday School Association 
World's Student Christian Federation | 


Latin American Union of Evangelical Youth (Union Latinoamericana 
de Juventudes Evangelicas) 


Inter-Church Aid ; 


“hai 
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All-German Church Sessions Banned in Fast Berlin 


All-German oo CeO ae 


(Berlin) _ The East German Government has refused to allow the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD) to hold synodical meetings in both sectors of 
Berlin from February 12-17. 


It was the second time in the last month that East German officials 
refused to grant permission for an all-German church conference to be 
held in both sectors. Harlier, the government turned down a request ask- 
ing that some meetings of Kirchentag - the Evangelical Church Day Congress 
me be permitted in Hast Berlin next July (see EPS No.3). 


In explaining its latest action, an East German Government communique 
said officials wanted to avoid "conflicts and complications...which would 
undoubtedly be caused by the gathering of leaders of the militaristic 
church", 


The communiqué insisted that the decision did not constitute “inter- 
ference with the inner affairs of the church", and that it had "nothing to 
do with the attitude of the Fast German Government to the church", It 
further stated that the action was not directed against "consultations 
between the churches in the two German states". 


ee 
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"The East German state authorities will continue to give representatives 
of the church in the German Democratic Republic the opportunity to travel 
to Western Germany or to other countries for inter-church meetings and 
consultations," the communiqué stated. 


However, it declared that the government could not permit "represent- 
atives of the NATO policy to use Berlin, the capital of the German Democratic 
Republic, as a basis for attacks on the country of workers and farmers and 
their peace policy". 


The government's latest action will not involve the worship service to 
be held February 12 prior to the opening of the Synod in St. Mary's Churen, 
Bast Berlin. However, refusal to permit the first session to be held at the 
church has made it necessary for church leaders to postpone the meeting until 
the next day when it will be conducted in Johannesstift in the western 
Sector. Other sessions will also be held there. 


West German newspapers reacted critically to the East German Government's 
latest action. 


The independent daily, Die Welt, contended that the decision clearly 
shows that the government aims "to split the organization of the Evangelical 
Church into two parts and thus destroy the last visible link between the 
Federal Republic and East Germany". It said further that the prohibition 
belied "oft-repeated assurances from Hast Berlin that authorities there 
would not interfere in the inner affairs of the church". 


Meanwhile, another Berlin daily, Tagesspiegel viewed the decision 
against the Synod as even more serious. than that affecting the Kirchentegacie 
regarded the prohibition as a formal breach of the Four-Power Pact relating 
to Berlin, which guaranteed unity throughout the city for the church to 
preach its message and make its decisions. EPS, Geneva. 


Natal Churches Form Council 


(Pietermaritzburg, Natal) ~ A Christian Council has been formed in Natal, 
Africa. The new organizetion resulted from an informal meeting of area 
ministers to discuss theology. From these first meetings grew a plan for 

a cooperative scheme to distribute milk in needy areas and similar plans 
which the group felt should be conducted under the auspices of a more formal 
body. 


The constitution lists among the purposes of the gouncil: "to promote 
fuller understanding between the churches and to assist the growth of 
ecumenical consciousness among their members". BPS, Geneva. 


A400 German Students Register for Volunteer Aid 

(Hamburg) - Bishop Heinrich Meyer of Luebeck, chairman of the Commission 
for World Mission of the Lutheran World Federation, has reported that more 
than 400 West German Protestant students have registered for, VORUuniec. 
work in underdeveloped countries since the end of 1959. 


At a meeting of the group's executive board here, Bishop Meyer said 
that the young university graduates will be assigned largely to serve as- 
doctors, teachers and technicians. He stressed that it will be of decisive 
importance for them to practice their Christian faith in daily life Lt ebuey 
are to aid in removing false concepts of Christianity among the peoples of 
the countries in which they will serve. 
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Bishop Meyer further announced that a joint study group of the LWF 
Commissions for World Service and World Mission will soon make a tour of 
Africa to map out with representatives of the young churches there practi- 
cal plans for efficient development aid. EPS, Geneva. 


Pax Romana Movement Takes Religious Freedom Stand 


(Leopoldville) - African representatives attending the recent Second Pan- 
African Conference of the Roman Catholic Pax Romana Movement here unanimous- 
ly adopted a statement affirming "the right of every man to religious 
freedom", according to L'Osservatore Romano, Vatican newspaper. 


The lengthy statement on the religious situation in Africa declared 
that "the right of every man to religious freedom should be recognized and 
guaranteed by the state. It has been approved by Domenico Cardinal 
Mardini, Vatican Secretary of State, in the name of Pope John pC NG 


Pax Romana is a movement of Catholic scholars and students from all 
over the world and, as such, is a segment of Catholic Action, an organisation 
which is officially recognized by the hierarchy. BPS, Geneva. 


Baptist Sees New Testament as Unity Basis 

(Providence, Rhode Island) - A return to the New Testament offers "a more 
durable basis for Christian unity than any thus far advanced", a prominent 
Baptist clergyman has declared. 

Dr. Homer L. Trickett, pastor of the historic First Baptist Church here, 
made the comment in a letter to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 
igcussions by Episcopalians, Methodists, 
f Christ with the view to the eventual 
united body with close to 20-million 


Dr. Blake had earlier proposed d 
Presbyterians and the United Church o 
merger of these denominations into a 
members. 

While Baptists were not specific lly ricntioned in Dz. Blake's nurger 
proposal, he expressed the hope that representatives of these four bodies 
might draw up a plan “which any other churches of Jesus Christ accepting 

the bases suggested and the plan developed will be warmly invited to join". 


TH the letter, Dr. Trickett informed Dr. Blake that while Baptists 
believed their interpretation of Scriptural teachings "ig the true one", 
they are not necessarily entrenched "in an impregnable, immovable position". 


we believe that God will yet cause 
the Scriptures", wrote Dr. Trickett, "and we 
shine on us as well as others." 


insisted that unity discussions "get against the background 
are bound to be divisive rather than uniting". 


further light to shine forth from 
are willing that it should 


However, he 
of church tradition and dogma 

"Christian unity cannot be achieved by the accommodation of one churchly 
tradition and dogma to another," he declared and urged that those discuss= 
ing unity "put aside all churehly traditions; all creedal formulations, all 
pronouncements of church councils and ecclesiastical officers and begin with 


the Scriptures, especially the New Testament, as & sufficient guide in 


matters of faith and practice". 
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Then, he concluded, "Christian unity will become not only a possibility 
but a divine probability". 


While he commended Dr. Blake for the "fine spirit of Christian brother- 
liness" underlying his proposal, Dr. Trickett took exception to three bases 
for union proposed by the Presbyterian leader. These follow: 


One - The historic trinitarian faith received from the Apostles and 
set forth in the Apostles! and Nicene creeds. 


Two - The historic episcopate as either necessary to the existence or 
reality of the Church or as an order of the ministry different in status or 
function from other ministerial orders. 


Three - An understanding of the sacraments of baptism and the Lord's 
Supper "truly as a means of grace by which God's grace and presence are 
made available to His people", if by this is meant that sacraments have a 
power in and of themselves to work a change. (See EPS No. ad) 

EPS, Geneva. 


Missionaries Continue Work in Lower Laos 


(Savannakhet, Laos) - Missionaries in southern Laos have been able to 
remain at their posts despite the continuing crisis in the small kingdom, 
according to reports published by the Far Hast News Service,  lvisays 
missionaries are also still working at outposts along the Vietnam border 
and northeast of Thaknek and south to Pakse and Attopeu. 


However, mission work in northern Laos has been virtually stopped and 
the last missionary couple in the area is expected to be withdrawn shortly. 


The Rev. T.J. Andrianoff, a missionary of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, interviewed by a FENS reporter in Saigon, said he had evacuated 
his mission station at Xieng Khoang in northern Laos just before Communist 
forces entered the city. The Alliance is the only mission working in 
northern Laos. | 


Mr. Andrianoff said that no missionaries had been killed or seriously 
injured and that no mission property had been destroyed or stolen, at the 
time he left. 


In southern Laos, FENS said, the government has imposed certain travel 
restrictions for security reasons, and requires passes which often take 
several days to obtain. But it said there was no discrimination against 
missionaries or other Christian workers who wished to obtain the passes 

. EPS, Geneva. 


Bishop Pike Scores Segregation "Heresy" 


(San Francisco) - Protestant Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike of California 
has declared that segregation practices in Episcopal churches in Georgia 
represent a Christian "heresy". 


Bishop Pike made the charge after 137 ministers of his diocese gave 
@ unanimous vote of confidence following charges of heresy made against 
him by a group of Episcopal clergymen in Georgia. 


The confidence vote was given prior to the diocese'!s 1llith annual 
convention after the denomination's Tri-Convocation Clericus of Albany, 
Dublin and Thomasville in Georgia, accused the prelate of disbelieving 
"the Virgin Birth of our Lord, the doctrine of the Holy Trinity as stated 
by the Church and the necessity of salvation through Jesus Christ alone". 
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Bishop Pike strongly denied the charges, which were based on an 
article written by him for The Christian Century, an undenominational 
periodical published in Chicago. 


Pointing out that he was "not much of a heresy hunter" himself, the 
bishop said that if the Georgia ministers bring charges against him before 
the Episcopal House of Bishops, he may advance the counter-charge that 
churches of the denomination are segregated in Georgia. 


"Now there is a heresy worth discussing", he declared. "All men are 
equal in the sight of God. This is the clear and official teaching of the 
Anglican Church. Still 11 o'clock on Sunday morning is the most highly- 
segregated hour of the week - all over the country - but not in the 
California diocese." EPS, Geneva. 


Westvohal Succeeds Boegner in French Protestant Post 


(Paris) - Dr. Mare Boegner, 79, for 3l-years the leader of France's 
Protestant community, has retired as chairman of the French Protestant 
Federation. He will be succeeded by the Rev. Charles Westphal, the vicee 
chairman for the last l2-years. 


In announcing his decision to resign from the post, Dr. Boegner 
informed the federation's council that serious problems in central and 
northern Africa force him to devote his entire time to his work as 
president of the Paris Evangelical Missionary Society, and as president 
of CIMADE, ecumencial service agency of French Protestant churches. He 
has held both positions for several years. 


Mr. Westphal, pastor of the Church of the Saint-Esprit in Paris for 
the last 15 years, will be succeeded as vice-chairman by the Rev. Pierre 
Bourguet, president of the French Reformed Church. 


Both Dr. Boegner and Mr. Westphal have been active in the ecumenical 
movement. Dr. Boegner, served as oneof the presidents of the World Council 
of Churches from 1948-54, and is currently chairman of the WCC's Division 
of Ecumenical Action. His 64-year-old successor is a member of the World 
Council's Central Committee, and attended the WCC's Amsterdam and Evanston 
assemblies. EPS, Geneva. 


Bishop Protests Lay Administration of Sacraments 
(Fribourg) - Orthodox Bishop Wasilije of Banjaluka has issu 

letter condemning the administration of the sacraments by laymen because 
of a shortage of priests in the Orthodox churches of Bosnia, according to 
a report published by the International Catholic Press Agency (KIPA) here. 


KIPA said a report from Belgrade disclosed that without the permission 
of church authorities laymen had administered Holy Communion, presided at 
baptisms, heard confessions, performed liturgical ceremonies, and recited 
the prayers of the church at sick beds and at funcrals. 


Bishop Wasilije assured members of his diocese that priests would be 
assigned to churches without pastors in the near future, the report stated. 
EPS, Geneva. 
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Cardinal Comments on Catholic-World Council Cooperation 


(Hamburg) - Cooperation between the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches may be possible in areas not directly concerned with 
dogma, a high-ranking Vatican official has declared. 


Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican's Secretariat for Christian 
Unity, offered this opinion in answer to a question put to him during an 
interview with the North-West German television network here. 


Cardinal Bea said he saw no obstacle concerning cooperation with the 
WCC, composed of 178 Angliccn, Protest-nt and Orthodox -churchés in the 
world, in such areas as social and charitable work and the promotion of 
world peace. 


(What would it mean to mankind, for instance", the cardinnl pointed 
out, "if all Christians would proceed unitedly with regard to such essential 
questions as atomic war, disarmament and the preservation and promotion of 
peace." 


Clarifying the functions of his Secretariat, Cardinal Bea’ said it would 
be responsible for informing Protestant and Orthodox clergymen about the 
progress of the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council, tentatively scheduled 
for 1962, and for receiving suggestions from non-Catholic church leaders. 


Pointing out that the council would work indirectly and slowly toward 
Christien unity, with a long range view, the cardinal noted that, apart 
from doctrinal differences, there exists a great practical difficulty because 
Protestantism does not have an authorative counterpart to the Secretariat 
for talks and discussions. 


Cardinal Bea said that one evangelical theologian had suggested to 
him that the Secretariat should negotiate with a group of Protestant clergy- 
men, He said he was forced to reply that "this would be practical if he 
could tell me who on the Protestant side would have the authority to delegate 
such theologians and to make the possible results of the negotiations 
accepted in the Protestant world". 


At present, he said, unofficial discussions continue to be the chisf 
means of promoting Christian unity. EPS, Geneva. 


Lutherans Urged to Give Cooperation Top Priorit 


(Detroit) - Lutherans in the United States have been urged to give "top 
priority" to "putting in order their own household with respect to cooper- 
eraon'', 


The plea was made here at the A3rd annual meeting of the National 
Lutheran Council by. Dr. Paul C. Empie, its executive director. 

Pointing out that "the fragmentation of Christendom" is being increas- 
ingly recognized as "a major hinderance to evangelism," Dr. Empiec observed, 
"Contemporary world events together with ecclesiastical developments outside 
the Lutheran household have intensified the sense of urgency in Christian 

emission". 

Dr. Empie. noted that "failure to witness effectively to the world the 
oneness which Christians have in Jesus Christ has brought the judgement of 
God even - and perhaps especially - upon the Church itself". 


' 


A "hopeful" outlook has been created as a result of discussions between 
‘epresentatives of the National lutheran Council and the Lutheran Church- 
lissouri Synod, he commented. 


Stressing that the "basic and central issues" dividing the two groups 
mast not be "passed over lightiy in order to meet a deadline", Dr. Empie 
padeds 


) "One can make a case for separate synodical organization wntil these 
joints of disagreement are resolved - though it is usually acknowledged that 
met if not all of these same disagreements exist to some degree within all 
sutheran Church bodies." 


: But less easily defended "on the basis of Scripture and the Lutheran 
sonfessions", he continued, is "ea position that differences in human 

judgement should prevent or forbid coordination or degrees of comity and 
cooperation between Christian groups". HPS, Geneva. 


Dr. Ramsey Urges Future "Courtesy Calls" With Catholics 


(London) - Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, the Archbishop of York, has called for 
future contacts between Anglican clergymen and Roman Catholic priests. 


Dr. Ramsey, who will succeed Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher as Archbishop 
of Canterbury, said in his monthly pastoral letter that Dr. Fisher's recent 
Wisit to Pope John XXIII "had the effect of suggesting to many people in 
@ifferent parts of the world that there was room for other ‘courtesy calls! 
which had never been made betore'. 


Pointing out that a thousand such calls can add up to a volume of 
friendship, respect and Christian concern, Dr. Ramsey said that the art to 
be practiced is "speaking thevoruchean Love. 


"Why should not Anglicans and Roman Catholics and others uphold their 
‘convictions as strongly as ever before, yet with the sting of bitterness, 
hatred and contempt removed?" he asked. “But each must speak the truth 


Bis he sees it.' EPS, Geneva. 
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Mutch Appeal Raises $63,700 For Congo: 

(Rotterdam) - An appeal by the churches in the Netherlands for needy in ule 
BCongo has resulted in 4 nation-wide response which jneludescontributions of 
US$63,700 and forty tons of rice, beans, milk and canned fish. 


: Only a small portion of the funds - less than ¢4,000 - came from church 
“sources. The remainder, Says 4 report of the Committee of Inter-church Aid 
and Service to Refugees, "was the result of spontaneous action on the part 


Sof the general public". 


‘ 


‘ The church appeal also was the stimulus behind the Dutch Government's 
Mdecision to allocate #965,400 worth of rice for distribution in the Congo, 


) according to the report. 


* 


‘ Response to the appeal got underway in a high school in Amersterdam 
‘where 800 students in five days collected 1,500 tins of milk and nearly 

I $8,000 by doing odd jobs in their spare time. Their example was followed 
by dozens of other schools. 


In Zaltbommel, a small market town in the province of Gelderland, 
Citizens made the rounds of homes and farms with trucks and lorries loaned 
by the city and collected three and a half tons of food and nearly $500 in 
| one evening. The collection was announced by the ringing of all the church 
bells in town. 


College students in Amersfoort also organized a similar collection and 
announced it by dropping leaflets from airplanes over the town. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Pope Speaks to Catholic Clergy of Colombia 


{Rome ) - Pope John XXIII has counselled a group of Roman Catholic clergymen 
from Columbia to remember two evangelical teachings in their zeal to promote 
their faith at home, L'Osservatore Romano, Vatican newspaper, has reported. 


The newspaper said the pontiff remarked that it was "a very good thing" 
to promote Roman Catholicism in Colombia, but he encouraged them to remember 
that "the progress of the Church should not be forwarded with human and 
Material means, but with God's help who said: 'I am with you forever'". 


The Pope further urged the Columbian clerics to realise that the worst 
temptation put to Christ by the devil was that of the ambition of power. 


The Pope made his remarks at a recent pilgrimage to the Vatican by a 
large number of Columbian priests end bishops. 
EPS, Geneva. 


In Brief 


The Very Rev. H. ¢. N.) Williams, provost of, doventry Cathedral, recent- 
ty spent four days in Berlin where he met with Bishop Otto Dibelius, presid- 
ent of the Jouncil of Evangelical Churclesin Germany, at the invitation of 
the Anglo-German Society. The purpose of the visits was to strengthen the 
Contacts between Berlin and, Coventry, which was practically destroyed by 
German bombs in the last war. (See. EPS No. 4, 1960) 


* * * 


Death has claimed Janos Vasarhely, Reformed Bishop of Kolozsae and 
President of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in Roumania, according 
to the Hungarian Church News Service. The Reformed Church is the largest 

| Protestant body in Roumania. Figures compiled in 1957 disclosed that it 

f was composed of 780,000 members in more than 700 churches. 


* * * 


Bishop Johann Wendland of Hast Berlin, the Exarch of the Moscow 
Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church for Central Hurope, recently 
Yvisited Orthodox churches in Western Germany. While there, he met with 
Evangelical Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, and Dr. Adolf Wischmann, 
director of the Foreign Department of the Evangelical Church at Frankfurt- 
am-Main. EPS, Geneva. 
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West German Churchmen Barred from Opening EKD Service 


(Berlin) - Some 2,000 persons gathered at St. Mary's Church in East Berlin 
to attend the opening service of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD), although police refused many West German church leaders - 
including six bishops - permission to enter the Bast sector for the service. 


While the East German Government had earlier forbidden any of the EKD 
Sessions to be held in the sector, the synod's presidium had expected that 
West German churchmen would be permitted to attend the opening service at 
St. Mary's Church. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, and the president of the All-German 
Synod, Konstantin von Dietze, were among those who were refused permission 
to enter the Brandenburg Gate, dividing the two sectors. 


Another worship service for West Berlin churchmen was then conducted 
at St. John's Foundation in the West sector, where the main meetings had 
been scheduled. One of the major items on the agenda will be to elect a. 
successor to Bishop Otto Dibelius, president of the BKD council, who is 
retiring because of age. 


West Berlin Mayor Willy Brandt commented that it was "simply shocking" 
that the West German churchmen were prohibited from attending the opening 
worship service. Earlier, the mayor and other West German political 


"leaders termed the refusal of the Hast German Government to permit any of 
the EKD sessions to be held in East Berlin as both a grave anti-church 
“provocation and an alleged violation of Berlin's four-power status. 


| The Western allies also protestedthe "illegal action" of the East 
'German government in barring the churchmen from attending the service. 
‘The protest was sent on behalf of the three Western city commandants to 
"Maj. Gen. Nikolai F. Zakharov, the Soviet commandant in East Berlin. 


Prior to the opening of the synod, Walter Ulbricht, .East German 

' Communist party chairman, accused leading West German church leaders of 
being "unChristian". He singled out Bishop Dibelius and his associates 
as "professional wolves in sheep's clothing", 


a Mr. Ulbricht's remarks were made when he received a delegation of 
Bast German Protestants, led by Emil Fuchs, a retired professor of 

_ theology, who brought with them a petition signed by 32,000 East German 
4 church members which pledged loyalty to the government!’ policies. 


4 
; "We are sorry," Mr. Ulbricht told the delegation, "that exponents of 
) the West German churches started a fight with us." He said he would have 
i preferred cooperation, but West German church leaders "pushed their 
_unChristian game so far that every path was closed to us". 


' ¥, 
4 Meanwhile, the official East German newspaper, Neue Zeit, contended 
) that the new EKD synod was a "NATO body", and said its "partisan and 
) provocatory composition" had been assured by pro-NATO elements within the 
" EKD even before its first sessions were held. 


However, West German newspapers commented that the East German 

_ Government's actions against the synod testified to their determination 
g to split the EKD and enlarge the breach between the two parts of the 
mecountry. EPS, Geneva. 


WCC Executive Committee Ask Nuclear Test Ban 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches has 
Called upon the nuclear powers to stop all forms of nuclear weapons testing 
which can now be detected, and to agree to ban underground testing of 
Smaller nuclear weapons. 


¢ The policy-making body in a statement adopted at its semi-annual 
meeting here said the ban on underground tests should be "at least for a 

specified period with arrangements for research to devise more adequate 
means of detection". 


Such agreement, it declared, is "an important prelude" to the 

discussion of the whole range of the disarmament problem and to the develop- 
‘ ment of the guarantees required and to the reduction of existing stockpiles 
™ of nuclear weapons. 
: The Committee said that while decisions in these areas involve risks, 
"vet foilure to act involves even greater risks, for armaments do not 
stand still and their complexity and range are constantly increasing. 
Tochnical obstacles to effective inspection and control grow with every: delay". 


It added that it welcomed the decision to resume on March 21 the 
Geneva Conference on the Cessation of Nuclear Weapons Testing. 
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A third section of the statement urges "peaceful cooperation and 
agreement" in outer space exploration if "the perils and chaos resulting 
from man's invasion of outer space are to be avoided". (See Document Appended) 


Major portion of Committee time during the five-day meeting was devoted 
to planning for the World Council's Third Assembly to be held November 18 = 
December 6, in New Delhi, India. 


The Assembly will bring together over 1,000 church leaders from all 
over the world, in the first major meeting of the WCC held in Asia. 


In the opening session, WCC general secretary Dr. W.A. Visser t+ Hooft, i 
in a 8ix-months review of WCC work, noted the increasing number of informal r 
contacts between Roman Catholics and Protestants, but cautioned against ( 
confusing these first steps towards better relationships with a final 
solution to the problems which separate the two faiths. 


"Tt is only when conversations are begun that the real extent of the 
problem is discovered," he said. 


In other sessions, the Committee: 


RECEIVED applications of three churches for membership. These appli- 
cations, which must be formally acted upon by the Assembly before becoming 
official, came from the United Church of Central Africa in Northern 
Rhodesia, the Eglise Evangélique de New Caldonia, and the Eglesia Pente- 
eostal de Chile. The last is the first application for membership received 
From a Pentecostal Church. If approved, the three churches would raise 
total WCC membership to 181 churches. 


VOTED to send an observer to the Christian Peace Conference to be 
held in mid-June in Prague, Czechoslovakia. A WCC observor has been 
present at such conferences in previous years. 


HEARD reports that the great majority of the initial reactions have 
been "positive" to a proposed expansion of the statement of the basis for 
WCC membership, which will be voted upon at the Assembly. Present member- 
mip is baséd on acceptance of “our Lord Jesus Christ as God .and Saviour." h 
The new basis would read: "The World Council of Churches is a fellowship i 
of churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour 
according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfill together their 
Common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit." 


ADOPTED a statement expressing gratitude for the consultation on 
race relations of its eight member churches in the Union of South Africa, 
held under WCC auspices in December, and noting with approval the 
consultation statement which recognizes all racinl groups who permanently 
live in the Union as “indigenous" with equal rights. It also welcomed the 
proposal for formation of a continuing body to be known as the South 
African Conference of the World Council of Churches. 


The eleven Committee members represent churches in England, Sweden, 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, the USA, Ceylon and India. The chairman is / 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, also chairman of the Lutheran World , 
Federation and the United Lutheran Church in America. EPS, @eneva. , 


Cah. © 

? 

Pee sag 
« 


No. 7 - L7th February, 1961 A 


H 


WCC Will Sponsor Intercommunion Consultation 


(Geneva) - A four-day consultation on the celebration of Holy Communion at 
ecumenical gctherings will be conducted at the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches at Bossey, March 1-4» 


Sponsored jointly by the WCC's Youth Department and the Department of 
Poith and Order, the consultation will bring together 15 participants re- 
presenting seven European countries and 12 confessional bodies. 


The Rt. Rev. Stephen F. Bayne, executive officer of the Anglican Commu- 
nion, will be chairman of the informal consultation which was inspired by 
the First European Ecumenical Youth Assembly, held last July at Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 
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Delegates to the assembly affirmed that they would not cease to demand 
that their respective denominations and the World Council "work towards the 
establishment of an increasingly inclusive intercommunion". 


Ra 


"We hope and pray that before we come together again in an ecumenical 
youth confcrence, enough progress will have been made on thi ss poine si the 
Bssembly declared. "We know that there are no easy solutions here. There 
is no unity at the expense of truth. But there is also no obedience to 
the truth which does not compel us to recover unity": 


The chief purpose of the consultation will be to examine recent 
Pecumenical developments and to consider their implications for the present 
practice for communion services at ecumenical ga Herings.) Ut will mov 
attempt to draw up ony formal proposals, but will seek to clarify he 
main lines along which the various agencies and departments of the World 
Council should work in the immediate future. 


The attitude of churches affiliated with the WCC is mixed on inter- i 
communion. However, the World Council follows the formula established at 
the World Faith and Order Conference held in Lund, Sweden, in 1952. That 
agreement stated that open communion services should be held at ecumenical 
gatherings whenever possible on the invitation of a local church or churches 
Which sanction such services. EPS, Geneva, 


Church Leaders Accused of Violating Soviet Law 


(Moscow) —~ Leaders of verious Christian groups in Russia have been accused 
of frequent violations of Soviet law in proselytizing and expanding ' 
religious and church social activitics. 


The charge is made in the current issue of Kommunist, journal of the 
party's Central Committee, which called for an intensification of atheistic 
propaganda by the state and a drive by local authorities to curb the revival 
me ohristian influence. 

Singling out the Pentecostal and Jchovah's Witnesses groups, the article 
warned that ideological hostility of some members to communism's world 1 
Outlook sometimes developed into a "political lack of loyalty". . 

Kommunist noted that, while members of most religious groups were loyal 
Metigens, o tack of "political maturity" has "hindered them from understand-= j 
ang that hidden in the religious phrases of some preachers are aims deeply 
hostile to the Soviet system". 
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M"Mhe teachings of sects on the subject of morality," it said, "are in 
irreconoilable contradiction to the feelings, ideas, the way of life and 
social practices of an advanced and conscientious builder of communism." 


The article called upon Komsomol (Communist Youth League) and other 
party organizations to take steps to counter the tendency of some young 
people to join congregations of the All-Union Baptist Evangelical Church, 
Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah's Witnesses, Pentecostal and other 
religious groups. 


While it challenged the statement of some Protestant ministers that 
many young people were joining religious groups, the article added: "The 
fact that in a number of places young boys and girls, among them graduates 
of middle and technical schools, are joining sects must become a matter of 
special attention of the Komsomol and party organizations. : 


"The resurgence of activities of sectarian preachers and the strength- : 
ening of their influence on certain people can be explained by a neglect ; 
Mm atheistic and scientific education," the article said. 


In Rome, meanwhile, the leading Jesuit publication Civilta Cattolica | 
charged that the Soviet government is putting strong pressure on the Russian 
Orthodox Church to support its propaganda campaign against the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


In an editorial, the magazine contended that recent events in Moscow 
indicate that the internal and foreign policies of the Moscow Patriarchate 
are today subject to heavy pressure from the government. 


The editorial was prompted by an article in the Journal of the Moscow 
Patriarchate in which the patriarch denounced certain Vatican policies as } 
Nagseressive’, The charge was dismissed by Civilta Cattolica as "absurd". 

7 EPS, Geneva. | 


Polish Government Taking New Hard Line With Churches . 
(Vatican City) - The "liberal" policy inauguarated by the Polish Govern- i 
ment toward the Roman Catholic Church at the time of the Hungarian revolt 
in 1956 is now disintegrating, Osservatore Romano, Vatican City newspaper, 
has charged in a front-page editorial. 


The article, initiated by assistant editor Federico Alessandrini, 
contended that the government of Wladyslaw Gomulka is now engaged in the 
Outright persecution of the churches. I+ said the change in policy was j 
noted after the recent conference of world Communist leaders in Moscow. i 


Osservatore Romano pointed especially to the fact that permission to 
teach religion in the public schools is now being withdrawn. such . 
instruction had been permitted under an agreement reached by Mr. Gomulka i 
‘and Cardinal Wyszynski in December, 1956. 


egy Pw tse. 


Meanwhile, in Warsaw it was reported that the Polish hierarchy has 
Warned priests and laymen against joining or supporting Pax, a pro-government 
Catholic organization. 


Following a recent meeting of leaders of Pax and the government, 
Catholic spokesmen contended that it could be assumed that the government 
had pledged increased aid to the movement and would use it to create 
Givision among Catholic clergy. EPS, Geneva. 
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Hungarian Priests Arrested 

(Vienna) - Charges of "leading an illegal organization engaged in anti-state 
Tactivity" have been lodged against eight Roman Catholic priests and two 
other persons, the Budapest Radio-has reported. Another source said nine 
‘priests were involved. 


' The station said four of the clergymen had "criminal records," It 
‘further reported that one was also charged with “indecent behaviour in 
Nconnection with juveniles" - an accusation which Catholic spokesmen here 


said is being made against some priests to discredit the church in Hungary. 


y Budapest Radio identified the leader of the alleged plot as Silvester 
sKoermendy, a tank captain in World War II. It said the one woman arrested 
was Maria Bolca-Zichy, the former Countess Domonkos Zichy, a member of an 
old Hungarian noble family. EPS, Geneva. 
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“Church Criticism of Films and T.V, Called Mis-Directed 


W(New York) - Dr. S. Franklin Mack, executive director of the National 
Council of Churches! (USA) Broadcasting and Film Commission, has warned 
‘that churches would be ill-advised simply to sit in judgement on television 
and motion pictures because of their exploitation of sex and violexce. 


Speaking at the commission's annual meeting here, Dr. Mack noted that 
the churches are too much a part of the culture moulding these media to 
escape involvement "in the travail of these industries", 


; "Violence for the sake of violence and sex for the sake of sex are 
merely by-productsofthe twin evils of mediocrity and irresponsibility," he 
‘declared. 


"We must consider the damage that may be done by radio and TV through 
bthe portrayal of man as less than man, and through the pernicious debasement 
of what the New Testament refers to as thonourable, just, pure and gracioust," 


Calling for "statesmanship" in the criticism by the churches and for 
a clarification of their policy regarding mass media, Dr. Mack said church 
)groups must appeal to the informal individual conscience and for support 
"of agencies of one's own choice which can bring legitimate pressure to 
Sbcar on the industries. 


The chief problem, he observed, is to interest Christians in supporting 
) church-produced movies and television programmes and in patronizing good 
films and programmes and rejecting inferior ones. EPS, Geneva. 


Use of Birth Control Information Urged 

"(San Juan) - The United States has been urged to make birth control 
Painformation available to all countries and to cooperate with a United Nations 
"study of population problems. 


The request was made in a telegram to President John F. Kennedy from 
’ the Commission on Christian Responsibility for Rapid Social Change of the 
) Disciples of Christ, which held a four-day meeting to consider the impact 
of economic and social problems here. 


"We commend Puerto Rico's efforts to curb population pressure," the 
telegranto Mr. Kennedy stated. "Since the present rates of population 
_ expansion in several countries cancel gains made by economic growth and 
seriously menace world stability and peace, we recommend that the government 
of the United States give all possible aid to nations requesting assistance 
with programs designed to limit population. 


=~ 


“No. 7 - 17th February, 1961 t 


"In view of the complexity of the social and moral issues which are 
anvolved,'' it continued, "we urge US participation in action and study in 
this field by the United Nations." EPS, Geneva. 


Dr. Ramsey Sees Nuclear Arms as War Deterrent 


(Sheffield) - Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, the Archbishop of York, has 
commented that the possession of nuclear weapons by the Western nations 
has probably prevented a general war from breaking out during the last 
decade. 


Dr. Ramsey, who will succeed Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher as Archbishop 
of Canterbury, made the remark at the annual Anglican rally for members of 
sheffield University. 


NT believe," he said, replying to. a question\on nuclear arms, /'that 
(they) have acted as a deterrent,and a force for peace." 


When a student asked whether the Archbishop believed that preparations 
for nuclear war were consistent with spreading Christian love, he replied: 


"TJ think it depends on whether the preparation is something that leads 
ho nuclear war or is in fact something that is likely to stave off nuclear 
war. However, it is very dangerous to go on relying on such a deterrent, 
and the only answer is general disarmament. 


"T+ must be disarmament not only in nuclear weapons but in all kinds 
of weapons because, for the breaking out of a general war, conventional 
weapons can be just as dangerous as nuclear weapons, and once it has broken 

out the war might be nuclearised." 


In answer to another question, Dr. Ramsey stated that, while efforts 
Should be continued to achieve general disarament, any type of partial or 
Mnilateral disarmament would not assist to that end. EPS, @eneva. 


EUB Leaders Study Methodist Merger Plan 


(Dayton, Ohio) - The next General Conference of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, scheduled for October, 1962, will receive a definite 
proposal for or against merger with The Methodist Church in the United 
States. 

This was made clear in a formal statement released by Dr. Reuben H. 
Mueller, senior EUB bishop and chairman of the UB commission on church federa- 
tion whichwill meet April 17 with a similar group from the Methodist 
‘Commission on whurch union to diseuss the factors involved in such a 
proposal, 


However, EUB leaders have already voiced concern about such factors 
as "questions of absorption" into the Methodist episcopate, the Methodist 
organizational structure, and the difference in size between the two 
bodies. (The Methodists number 9,000,000, while the BUB Church is composed 
of some 760,000 members. ) 


Bishop Mueller noted that if the General Conference votes favourably, 
it may authorize the commission to work out a plan and basis of union for 
submission to the 1964 Methodist General Conference and the 1966 BUB 
Conference. EPS, Geneva. 
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In Brief 


The ohurch established in the Congo by the Mission Covenant Church of 
Sweden has achieved complete independence, and all former mission property 
has been turned over to the new church. It is being governed by a board 
composed of four nationals and three Swedish missionaries. 


Tish tats T&S 


Dr. Urho Kekkonen, president of Finland, has issued a "Prayer Day" 
appeal calling upon the nation to thanksgiving, repentance and prayer. The 
appeal, issued annually, stresses the importance of spiritual health and 
moral integrity, and underlines the Ten Commandments as a basis: (for action. 


ake) evens teas 


A monument will be erected on March 31 in the fishing village of Onoura 
near Nagoya, Japan, to three Japanese sailors who aided in the translation 
‘and publication of the first Japanese Protestant Bible more than a century 
ago. Coinciding with the unveiling of the monument will be an exhibition 
of the first Japanese Bible in one of the Nagoya department stores. Lectures 
on the Bible will also be given in the city. 


Kr ty we aa 


| The next meeting of the executive committee of the Lutheran World 
Pederation is scheduled to be held in Warsaw, Poland, June 27 - July 1, 
"the LWF announced in Geneva, Switzerland. One of the committee's major 
Stasks will be to elect a successor to Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, who resigned 
as LWF executive secretary last August because of poor health. 


Tek et Sat 4 Aas 


In Haiti, Father Claudius Angenor has been installed as acting 
Apostolic Administrator of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Port-au-Prince. 
His appointment was made less than 4 month after the government expelled 
"Bishop Remy Augustin, who had been named as administrator by the Holy See. 
Father Angenor's appointment apparently had the endorgement of the 
~Zovernment of President Frangois Duvalier, who has blamed "foreign" priests 
as largely responsible for unrest in the country. Both Bishop Augustin and 
Pather Angenor are native-born Haitians. (See EPS No.3) 


* me aC 


The first Protestant mission television station at Quito, Ecuador, 
has completed its trial programmes and is expected soon to receive official 
Government permission to start regular broadcasting. The station is part 
of the "Voice of the Andes" network. 


* * * 


The Lutheran Church in north west Tanganyika has been given a mobile 
Nyoliclinic" by the Bethel mission of "Innere Mission" of the German churches. 
The Mission will also contribute towards the expenses of a school in the 


Bustrict. 
EPS, Geneva. 
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Document 


Statement on Nuclear Weapons Testing Adopted by the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches at Geneva 

The World Council of Churches and its Commission of the Churches on 
Tntcrnational Affairs have at various times warned against the dangers in_ 
an accelerating armaments race and urged intcrnetional action to reduce 
national armaments with provision for inspection and control. The Executl 
Committee of the World Council. of Churches, in session at Geneva, desires | 
this time to encourage renewed effort on three issues with which previous: 
statements have dealt in greatecr detail. | 


First, the governments possessing nuclear weapons should promptly 
negotiate atreaty to cease all forms of nuclenr weapons testing which can 
now be detectcd, and agree to ban underground testing of smallcr nuclear 
weapons, at least for a specified period, with arrangements for research % 
devise more adequate means of detection. We welcome the decision to resum 
the Geneva Conference on the Cessation of Nuclear Weapons Testing 21 March 
1961, and trust that such an agreement may be reached with ali. possible 
despatch and thus provide an important prelude to arms control and progres 
disarmament. 


Second, any decision to stop nuclear weapons testing ought to lead to 
o, further commitment to stop nuclear weapons production and to reduce exis 
ing stockpiles. Moreover, the whole range of disarmament and the guarante 
it requires, including provisions for warning against surprise attack, mus 
be dealt with: conventional armaments, guided missiles, biological and 
chemical warfsre, as well as nuclear weapons. We express the hope that 
disarmament negotistions will be re-opened at the earliest possible moment 
giving appropriate place to the responsibility of the United Nations in 
this) area. 


Third, if the perils snd chaos resulting from men's invasion of outel 
space are to be avoided, the nations must seize every opportunity for 
penceful co-operation and agreement. Militery rivelries sre too dangerous 
to project;into space, The positive efforts of the United Nations to mee" 
these necds cnall for firm and unflagging support. 


The decisions which necd to be taken entail obvious risk. Yet failui 
to act involves even greater risk. Technical obstacles to effective in- | 
spection and control grow with every delny, for armaments do not stend st: 
and their complexity ond range ore constantly increasing. In such a 
situation as this, prompt action is imperative. 


Geneva, February 1961 


EPS, Geneva. 
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Ministers, Students Jailed in "Sit-iIn'' Demonstrations 


(Atlanta) - Eight ministers and scores of students in Atlanta and other 
southern cities have elected to spend 30 days in jail rather than pay 
fines for their participation in so-called "sit-in" demonstrations at 
segregated restaurants and lunch counters. 


In this city alone, 77 students were jailed after being charged with 
violating Georgia's Anti-Trespass Law. Six others from church-related 
colleges in Lynchburg, Virginia, were given 30 day terms on similar 
Charges, while four students in Rock Hill, South Carolina, also elected 
jail rather than pay fines. 


Phe eight Atlanta ministers - seven Negro and one white - were 
arrested after staging a sit-in demonstration at a restaurant here in 
support of the jailed students. 


As southern Negro leaders planned a mass meeting here to bolster 
the morale of the convicted demonstrators, the Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., chairman of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, told 
1,600 persons at Warren Memorial Methodist Church that the students and 
ministers were justified in violating any law they believed to be unjust. 
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Warning that Georgia's Negroes will not accept token integration in 
public schools on a permanent basis, Dr. King declared: "You can no more 
have token integration than you can have token democracy", 


Meanwhile, the three Roman Catholic bishops of Georgia and South 
Carolina have issued pastoral letters which made it clear that parochial 
schools in their states would be desegregated as soon as it could be done 
“with safety" and after a programme of education. They indicated that full 
integration is not contemplated at this time. 


The letters read at mass to the 89,000 Catholics in the two states 
were signed by the Most Rev. Francis E. Hyland, Bishop of Atlanta; the 
Most Rev. Thomas McDonough, Bishop of Savannah, and the Most Rev. Paul 
Pevuellinan, Bishop of Charleston. 


Noting that racial tension was continuing to mount in the South, 
Bishop Hyland declared: "The church must speak out clearly. «in: justice, to 
our people, we cannot abandon leadership to the extremists whose only 
creed is their own fear and hatred": 


A statement issued by the eight Protestant ministers as they joined 
the students in jail declared: "We hope to help create righteous indigna- 
tion in the hearts and minds of the people against discrimination and 
segregation." 


The six students jailed in Lynchburg. included three young men 
preparing for the ministry, the daughter of a prominent Methodist minister, 
a former president of Methodist student youth in Virginia, and the son of 
a nationally-known Protestant social action leader. 


The South Carolina students said they would prefer to join nine local 
Negro students sent to jail earlier after a sit-in at a variety store. 
Other students there were expected to follow the "Jjail-in" movement of 
preferring imprisionment to paying fines. ~ 


In Winston-Salem, North Carolina, a Congregationalist minister, urged 
fellow Negroes to expand their "sit-ins" to include a wide range of other 
protest demonstrations against discrimination - from "swim-ins" at public 
pools to "bury-ins" in all tax-supported cemeteries. 


The stepped-up campaign was suggested by the Rev. B. Elton Cox, 
postor of the Pilgrim United Church of Christ, High Point, North Carolina, 
at a chapel service at Winston-Salem Teachers College, a Negro institution. 


The minister further called for "pray-ins" at white churches; "stand- 
ins" and "watch-ins" at movie houses and drive-in theatres; "Napply-ins" 
for jobs ordinarily reserved for whites; "Nvote-ins" by students of voting 
ages "run-ins" for political office; "pbuy-ins' for homes in the neighbour- 
hood of one's choice, and "play-ins" for children at tax-supported play- 
grounds. 

"Everything is waiting for you if you ask, seek, knock, and trent hor 
it," Mr. Cox assured the students. "You must let the world know that you 


want to be free." 
EPS, Geneva. 
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| Polish Government Abolishes Pax Tax Exemptions 


(Warsaw) - The pro-government Catholic organization, Pax, will henceforth 
| have to pay Polish taxes like any other "social enterprise," Wladyslaw 
Gomulka, Poland's Communist party chairman, has informed leaders of the 

| group. Until now it has been making only token tax payments. 


The government's decision, retroactive to January 1, will annually 
Bost tens of millions of zloty to Pax. 


When government officials recently met with the leaders of Pax, Catholic 
spokesmen in Vatican City feared that the government had pledged increased 
Bid to the organization and would continue to use it to create division 
hwamong Catholic clergy. Priests and laymen were warned against joining or 
| supporting the group. (See EPS No.7). 


While the government has abolished the reduced assessments for Pax, 
Mr. Gomulka promised the organization larger representations in the Polish 
| Parliament and in the provincial, county and town councils, informed sources 
| reported. 


Boleslaw Piasecki, organizer of Pax, last December proposed an alliance 
| between his group and the government to hasten the building of socialism 

in Poland. He suggested that the organization would enable the government 
to win the loyalties of religious persons in the country and throughout 

the world. However, the appeal was coldly received by Mr. Gomulka and his 
associates. 


Meanwhile, Catholic clergymen in Poland have denounced as "anti-religious 
| propaganda” a film entitled, "Mother Joanna of the Angels,'' which deals 

with a medicval convent of nuns possessed of demons. In Warsaw, one priest 
forbade parishioners to see it under pain of mortal sin. EPS, Geneva. 


| Improved Catholic-Protestant Relations Cited 

| (Geneva) - The decision of Pope John XXIII to call the Second Vatican 
Ecumenical) Council has been sited as an important factor in creating better 
relations between Roman Catholics and Protestants in Latin America, 


This observation has been made by Dr. Stewart W. Herman, director of the 
Lutheran World Federation's Committee on Latin America. 


Lutherans in Latin America "have as much feedom as they can desire 
for their work," Dr. Herman said, and the "change in climate" is particularly 
evident in Columbia. 


"The most important reason for this," he added, "is undoubtedly the 
Change of government. But another important reason is the Pope's call for 
a8 Council and contact with tseparated brethren!. Still another important 
reason is the embarrassment to the Roman Catholic Church caused by wide- 
Spread attention given to incidents of deliberate persecution." 

Dr. Herman noted that one of Bogota's leading newspapers recently 
Carried "a first page photograph" showing priests and ministers sitting 
down to discuss differences of religious faith before a crowd of 5,000 in 
Pali. 

"A few years ago," he remarked, "such a meeting would have been not 
only impossible, but inconceivable." EPS, Geneva. 
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i> President Urged to Aid Famine-Striken China 


(Washington, D.C.) - President John F. Kennedy has been called upon to make 
an immediate offer of US surplus wheat to China in view of recent reports 
of widespread famine in the country. 


Mhesreguest came ins letter from the Council for Christian Social 
Merion of the United Church of Christ, which noted that the offer of wheat 
Mfor the starving people of China" would in no way "diminish our opposition 
to the policies of the (Mainland) Chinese government". 


The letter, signed by the council's director, Dr. Ray Gibbons, said 
the action was recommendsd as "right and useful" even though the Chinese 
Communist government has exported wheat to other countries and may reject 
the offer. 


Se — . . 
Sowa —s —= ees 
— SSeS ~~ 


=a 
Nee, 


Meanwhihe, the Mennonite Central Committec, the Brethren Service 
Commission and the American Friends Service Committee (Quakers) are consult- 
png on the possibilities of making surplus food available to China. 
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However, leaders of the three groups have expressed little hope that 
Such a relief project can become a reality because of theo acute political 
problems involved. They noted among other problems that such a programme 
would have to be supervised by the United Nations, of which China is not 
a member. 


At a news conference preceding a Crusade for Christ rally in Tallahassee, 
Plorida, the well-known American evangelist, Dr. Billy Graham, remarkeds 


MWhat 2. dramatic thing it would be if-100 ships could sail from the 
West Coast with stores of-our surplus food. We are not at war with the 
people of Chine and this would have a tremendous effect. We cannot 
compromise with their idealogy, but we should feed them waen they are 
hungry." EPS, Geneva. 


WCC Names Asia Programme Secretary 


(Geneva) - The appointment of the Rev. Hallam Shorrock, Jr., as secretary 
for Asia of the Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of 
Churches, has been announced in Geneva, 


Mr. Shorrock has served as executive director of Korean Ckurch World 
Service with headquarters in Seoul for the past three years and will 
Bontinue in this post through June 30. Earlier he was for itive yearns 
(1953-58) director of Japan Church World Service. He is an ordained i 
minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) USA. i) 


In his new position Mr. Shorrock will oversee all WCC inter-church aid 
Projects in Asia. The WCC is currently asking its member«churches for aid 
totalling more than $452,000 for a wide variety of projects in Ceylon, 

Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, Malaya, West Pakistan and Taiwan. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Enthronement of Archbishov of Cantorbury Set for June " 


(London) - Dr. Arthur Michacl Ramsey, 56, will be enthroned as the 100th : 
Archbishop of Canterbury on June 27. He will succeed Dr. Geoffrey Francis by 
Fisher who will officially retire on May 31. (Sec EPS No.4) i) 
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Dr. Ramsey, presently the Archbishop of York, was nominated as Dr. 
Fisher's successor on January 19 by Prime Minister Harold Mcmillan upon 
recommendation of Queen Elizabeth II. 


Preceding the enthronement ceremony in Canterbury Cathedral, Dr. 
Ramsey will be formally elected as Primate of All England by the 24-member 
Greater Council of Canterbury on June 5. His election will then be confirmed, 
an accordance with ancient tradition, at St. Paul's Cathedral on June 21. 
On that same day, following confirmation, Dr. Ramsey will be received by 
the Queen. EPS, Geneva. 


New Figures Reveal Growth in Colombia Protestant Churches 


(Barranquilla) - The number of baptised Protestants in Colombia has 
Mancreascd at a rate of 16 per cent a year during the last seven years - 
mea total of 33, 156 persons, according to a new census released by the 
Evangelical Confedsration of Colombia. 


The total Protestant community - church members, church school children 
Nand "sympathizers"-is estimated at five times the figure of those baptised, 
Por: 165,780 persons. Based on the government's December 31, 1959, 
Ppopulation estimate of 14,108,226 inhabitants, this is 1.17 of the total 
population. 


The census reports 429 organized churches, plus 1,188 "unorganized" 
Scongregations and preaching points, 192 ordained ministers (of whom 113 
are Colombians), 58 licensed preachers and a greater number of lay evange- 
lists. There are also 211 Protestant day schools staffed by 488 teachers, 
Pwith entollments of 11,363 pupils. Medical work is carried on in 43 
Clinics and dispensaries. 


The six largest Protestant denominations in the country are the Seventh 
Day Adventist, 11,866 members; Colombia Baptist Convention, 3442; United 
Pentecostal Church, 3,000; Presbyterian Church of Colombia, 1,684; 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, 1,571, x nd the Four-Square Evangelical 
Church, 1524. EPS, Geneva. 


Sratriarch of Alexandria to Visit Moscow 


(Alexandria) - The Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria Christophoros, has 
announced he will visit the USSR this summer to return the visit made by 
Patriarch Alexei of Moscow, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, in 
December. 


The announcement said the Patriarch had "a number of important 
Questions" to disouss with the Russian leader and that he expected that 
"Orthodoxy would benefit greatly from their meeting". EPS, Geneva. 


Dr. Scharf Named New EKD Council President 


(Berlin) - Dr. Kurt Scharf of East Berlin, provost of Brandenburg, has 

been elected to 2 six-year term as president of the Council of the 

Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) to succeed retiring Bishop Otto 

Dibelius. Dr. Hanns Lilje, bishop of Hanover, was re-elected vice- 
president. 


Dio. 6 - 24th February, 1961 | 6 


Dr. ochart, 59, was elected to “the post by the EKD Synod meeting in 
West Berlin. Requests by church leaders to hoid some seesions in Hast 
Berlin earlicr were denied. by the East German Government. (Sce EPS No.7) 


Bishop Dibelius, who has served as council president for the last 
Pewyeors, said in his final report to the synod that the church has been 
able to extend its work quietly and without interruption despite confess- 
ponal difficulties, heated theological controversics and efforts made by 
Bast German officials to split the All-German Synod. 


When the council handed over its task to a newly-elected synod, he 
Paid, it would do so not in a spirit of self-satisfaction, but with humble 
gratitude to God. 


Members of the synod paid a standing ovation to the retiring council 
president as Bishop Lilje described him as a great figure in the history 
mr the church and of this generation. 


Bishop Lilje Said that Dr. Dibelius had the ability to speak not 
m_eiretoutnoxchurch, but stoviho- nation itself: Itvis noteveryday that God 
Bends His Church a man "whom the world also can understand," he added. 


In other action, the synod adopted a resolution charging the East 
German Government with “serious interference with the visible fellowship" 
@f the church by refusing to allow West German churchmen to attend an 
Opening worship service of the synod in East Berlin. 


"The visible unity of Protestants throughout Germany is a gift of God 
Miaich we cannot give up," the resolution declared. "We therefore appeal 
Once again to the people in our member churches to pray and work for the 
Baving unity of -the Evangelical Church all over Germany." 


Dr. Gustav Heinemann, an Essen attorney and former synod president, 
Charged that the decision to bar West German church leaders from the Hast 
Berlin service "was not an act of subordinate officials, but was done in 
accordance with instructions from the highast level". 


(The West German Government’ in Bonn has already come to an .greement 
With the Western powers to take counter-measures because of the arbitrary 
acts against those attending the synod, ) 


Another resolution unanimously adoptcd by the synod declared that 
Whatever punishment human justice metes out to former 3S officer Adolph 
Bichmann for his part in the massacre of 6,000,000 Jews it will be 
inadequate "in the face of such incredible inhumanity"? (See Document). 


"We must not close our eyes and ears to the crime for which we, as 
a nation, are responsible," the resolution declared. "All those Germans 
who are old cnough to remember the horrors of the annihilation of the 
Jews, even those whc helped their Jewish fellow citizens in their 
moifficulties, must confess to God that they share in this guilt owing to 
Mey lack of watchful and sclf-sacrificing love." 

The synod!s commission on atomic weapons, composed of theologians 
and laymen holding varicd viewpoints, will continue bis ciforts. to: reach 
a consensus regarding the theological and ethical aspects of the problem. 


“No. 8 - 24th February, 1961 , 


While the commission reportedly agreed that Christians must reject 
total warfare waged with weapons of mass destruction, its members were 

divided as to whether the church should advocate abandoning the use of 

atomic weapons as a deterrent to war. 


Personal greetings were paid to the synod by Dr. W. A. Visser 't 
Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, who emphasized 
that it is "vitally important for the whole ccumenical movement" that the 
churches remain free to foster their fellowship with one another. 


Pointing out thet the ecumenical movement has had to struggle for 
this elementary right of the churches in many parts of the world, Dr. 
Visser '!t Hooft added: "We deplore the fact that it is becoming increas- 
ingly difficult for the German Protestant churches to live in unity and 
to express that unity". Deen Ray 
The new council president was reared in an old clerical familys, He 

studied at Ttibingen and Jena universities. Following his ordination in 
1933, he soon identified himself with the Confessing Church, the Evangelical 
'anti-Nazi movement, and expressed his solidarity with its leader, Dr, 

Martin Nieméller by visiting him in Sachsenhausen concentration camp. 
Under constant suspicion by the authorities, he was forbidden to preach 
Several times and was arrested several times. 


| Following the war he was honoured with the title of Prdsos of the 
| Brandenburg Confessional Church Synod. Since 1955, he has been deputy 
Wchairman of the United Evangelical Church, one of the two largest 
constituent members of the German Evangelical Church. 


Besides Dr. Scharf, other members of the EKD council are Bishop Lilje;, 
Dr. Niklot Beste, Bishop of Mecklenburg; Dr. Martin Haug, Bishop of 
Wirttemberg; Reimer Mager, president of the Synod cf Saxony$ Oborkirchenrat 
Heinrich Riedel of Munich; Dr. Fricdrich-Wilhelm Krummacher, Bishop of 
Pomerania; Dr. Ernst Wilm, Prdses of Westphalia; Dr. Gustav Heinemann, 

an Essen attorney and former synod president; Dr. Hans Puttfarcken, 
Wiesbaden, head of a department in the HessenMinistry of Justice; Dr. 
Wilhclm Nicsel, moderator vf the Reformed Association in Germany, and 

Udo Smidt, Detmold Landessupeorintendent. EPS, Geneva. 


North African Studies Centre Opened 

(Algiers) ~ A centre for North African studies has been opened in Algeria 
undor the joint sponsorship of six Christian organizations, 

The three-fold purpose of the centre is to provide a meeting place 

for Christians and Moslems, to promote research relative to the Church's 
mission in North Africa, ond to provide additional training about Islamic 
life for persuns engaged in Christian service in the arca,. 

The instruction, given by both pastors and laymen, includes Arabic, the 
Islamic faith, current religious trends, the history and geography of 
North Africa, and Moslem sociology and psychology. Plans are also being 
made to conduct short training courses and conferences during the summer 


months. 


The centre, temporarily located in the Methodist Church at El-Biar, 
fis supported by the French Protestant relief agency, CIMADE, the French 
Menetormed Church in Algeria, the Methodist Church of North Africa, the 
MRolland Mission, the Mennonite Mission, and the British and Foreign Bible 
| Society. EPS, Geneva. 


lmGerman Technicians Will Attend Training Course 


Ie (Stuttgart) - A training course will be held at the Evangelical Academy 
Min noarby Arnoldshain March 13-16 for German technicians contemplating 
Wework in the United Arab Republic and other Middle Eastern areas: 


in ‘Organized by the social department of the German Protestant relief 
@ecency, Innere Mission und Hilfswerk, the course will introduce the 
Weeechnicians to the cultural, social and religious life of these countries. 


q 
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In Brief 


: The Rev. BE. Kpotsra, secretiry of the Evangelical Church of Togo, has 
Boaicd as the result of injurics sustained in an automobile accident February 
Wes. “Mr. Kpotsra had served for many years as a leader of the 52,000 member 


Wechurch which was an outgrowth of German mission work started in!/2820 .and 
I) became autonomous in 1959. It joined the World Council of Churches last year. 


ve 


* * * 


i A groeting from the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
| was one of many received by Dr. Mare Boegner on his 80th birthday Tuesday » 
ferebruary 21. Regarded as the symbol of French Protestantism, Pastor Boegner 
Meretired early this month as chairman of the French Protestant Federation. 

He retains his positions, however, as president of the Paris Evangelical 
Wewissionary Society and as president of CIMADE, ecumenical service agency of 
Nethe French Protestant churches. An ardent advocate of the ecumenical ~~ ., 
lemovement, he is a former president of the World Council of Churches (1948-54) 
and is currently chairman of the WCC's Division of Ecumenical Action. 


* *K ae 


: Archbishop Flavian, head of the Old Beliévers of: Russia, has died at 
Bethe age of 82. He has been buried in the crypt of the Old Believers 
"Cathedral in Moscow, which is famous for its valuable collection of icons. 
MPhe group was organized as the result of a rift within the Russian Orthodox 
Church following the Moscow Conference of 1666-1667. During long years of 

W persecution, many 01d Believers settled in China, and their descendents have 
Mrecently fled to Hong Kong. Many of them have been resettled in Brazil 
with the help of the World Council of Churches. 


* * * 


The National (Lutheran) Church in Norway has established a new 
Yministry for women who have completed theological training. but have not 
been ordained as pasturs. The women will be engaged in visitations, 
education, Bible study and youth activities. 

EPS, Geneva. 
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Resolution on the Trial of Adolf Eichmann Unanimously 
Adopted by the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (KD). 

"Adolf Bichmann, the former SS leader, is shortly to be brought to 
public trial in Israel. He is accused of organizing and carrying out) thems 
systematic extermination of millions of Jews. 


This trial brings our divided nation ‘up again egainst the historic 
causes of the -catastrophe of 1945. If we wore able to take a united 
attitude towards our past, Hichmann would have to be tried before an 
all-German Court in the name of the whole Germen people. The fact that 


we ‘Cannot j;do so reveals. our true situation. 


Whatever human judges, cither in Israel or elsewhere, may consider 
to be justice in face of such incredible inhumanity, it will be inadequate s 
In bringing BHichmann to trial the people and the state of-.Israel have | 
assumed a tremendous responsibility. 


We appeal to 211 our churches to pray to God that in our renewed 
encounter with these terrible events the German people may hear the voice 
of God. .We must not close our eyes and ears to the crime for which we, 
as a nation, are responsible.. All those Germans who are old enough to 
remember the horrors of the annihilation of the Jews, even those who 
helped their Jewish fellow-citizens in their difficulties, must confess 
40. God that they share An thie suilt owing toa back of) watoehntud end 
self-sacrificing love. 


There are people living among us today who played an active part, 
if only instrumentally, /in the murder of’ the six miitliom Jews? \ To hem 
and to all of us we say: 


No guilltyis> so%great) that: it ws .exeluded.from the forgiveness 100 Goda 
obtained and: granted to us through the atoncment and resurrection of Our 
Lord. Even in the case of the guiltiest man the words of the Apostle 
applys+"Do you not know that God's kindness is meant to lead you to | 
repentance?! We will therefore submit to God's judgment and recognise our @ 
failure in love, our indifference and fear, even our complicity in the 
crime, as our own, Share in this) euilt. We will, encohurage one another vo 
confess our guilt and to believe that in God's forgiveness we receive 
real freedom and life.. And when we realise that guilt.must be atoned 
for in this world also,-somé-péople may be willing to. hand thenselves 6¥er 
to justice, i 


We are certain that if wo are reconciled with God, then real 
reconciliation takcs place among men. If God bestows His grace upon us, 
we shall reflect once more upon our long and deep errors, and our thoughts® 
and actions will be turned toward our Jewish fellow-men, so that their 
confidence in us is restored. 


‘So through us Christ's message comes to you today, besecching you to 
be reconciled with God.!" 


LPS, Geneva. 
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Need Seen for Firm Theological Stand in Unity Talks 


| (London) -~ Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, who will be enthroned June 27th as 
| the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury, has warned that in the quest for 
Christian unity there is the danger of slipping into "theological woolli- 
ness\', 


Dr. Ramsey, presently serving as the Archbishop of York, said in the 
current issue of The York Quarterly that a "hang theology" spirit has too 
often crept into much of the discussion concerning unity. 


“Now is the time for a renewed assertion of the historic Anglican 
appeal to scripture and antiquity in our dealings alike with Rome, with 
the Orthodox and with the other communions," he gnid. “Into every channel 
which the increase of charity opens up there must be brought, for the sake 
of all, not only a readiness to learn, but a steadfast witness to the 
truth as we have received it. 


"To Rome we bring the claim of a Catholic antiquity, from which it 
is Rome who has in part deviated," he continued. "To the Orthodox we 
bring the appeal to patristic ecumenical faith (the faith of the early 
church fathers) which we strive to share with them in non-papal catholicity. 
To others we bring our gratitude for the open Bible and for the evangelical 
truths we share with them, together with our own deep conviction of what 
the continuity of the Catholic Church demands. 
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"With the awakening of charity which marks the present hour," he 
concluded, “we shall join in a deeper theological seriousness in our own 
witness to the gospel and the @hurch.!! EPS, Geneva. 


Religious Freedom Assured in Burma 


(Rangoon) - Prime Minister U Nu has disclosed that Buddhism is expected 
to become the state religion of Burma in the near future, but that complete 
Peligious toleration of minority groups will be safeguarded. 


The prime minister gave this assurance at a recent meeting here of 
13 bishops of the Anglican Council of South-East Asia. Bishop Stephen Ff. 
Bayne, Jr., executive officer of the Anglican Communion, attended the 
meeting along with the Bishops from the dioceses of Rangoon, Singapore, 
Malaya, Borneo, Hong Kong, the Philippines and Korea. 


Noting a feeling of uneasiness among certain sections of the population 
relative to religious freedom once Buddhism becomes the state religion, 
U Nu declared: . 


"Tt is the intention of the government to ensure that the protection 
now afforded by our constitution to all our religious groups will in no 
Way be affected by the formal adoption of Buddhism as the state religion 
of Burma. 


"Indeed," he continued, "it is our determination that the harmonious 
relationship existing between the Buddhists and the followers of other 
religions will be perpetuated for all time, and that neither persecution 
nor discrimination on religious grounds will ever be permitted to blacken 
our history. 


: "The progress and prosperity of the Union of Burma demands that all 
should work together for their common good, and this can only be achieved 


in an atmosphere of racial and religious tolerance and mutual respect." 
EPS, Geneva. 


| Anglicans Name Liaison for Vatican Council 


(London) -~ Canon Bernard Clinton Pawley, the treasurer of Ely Cathedral 

| and a Proctor in the Convocation of Canterbury, has been appointed by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York as their personal liaison to Rome 
during preparations for the forthcoming Second Vatican (Ecumenical) 
Council. 


In his new post, Canon Pawley will serve as a link between the Church 
of England's Council on Inter-Church Relations and the Roman Catholic 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, headed by Augustin Cardinal 
Bea. 


~Canon Pawley, one of the few clergymen in the Church of England who 

Can speak Italian fluently, spent some time as 4 prisioner~of-war in Italy 
| while serving as chaplain in the Fifth India Division of the British 

BighthArmy. In addition to his contacts with church leaders in Germany, 
Belgium and France, he is acquainted with both Roman Catholic and Protestant 
dignitaries in Italy. 
Canon Pawley, a member of the Church Union's Faith and Unity Committee, 
will leave England for his first conversations with Cardinal Bea shortly 
after Haster. EPS, Geneva. 
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Swedish and Scottish Churches To Discuss Intercommunion 


! (Sigtuna) - Delegates of the Church of Sweden and the Church of Scotland 
Will meet at Sigtuna, Sweden, in early April to discuss intercommunion. 


} The meeting is the result of a long correspondence between the two 
| churches which has been described as "positive". It is generally supvosed 
that the Swedish delegation will recommend some kind of intercommunion. 


selection of the Swedish delegation has reportedly caused uneasiness 

in some church circles there. One source charged that all of the delegates, 
With one exception, are "representatives of liberal Lutheranism" and that 
two had undertaken the ordination of women. It said no representative of 
the High Church party or of "classical Lutheranism" had been chosen. 


However, a spokesman for the Swedish Church said the delegation had 
| been elected by the Conference of Bishops, and that its members were namned:. 
for their knowledge and special interest in the subject. 


The head of the Church of Scotland delegation will be the moderator- 
@Gesignate Dr. A. C. Craig. The Swedish delegation will include the 
Archbishop of Uppsala and the Bishops of Lund and Harn@sand. Each church 
is expected to be represented by six or seven delegates in all. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Prosbytery Seeks "Grass Roots" Unity Discussions 


(Newark) ~ Efforts to begin church unity discussions at the grass roots 
devel with three other denominations in the Newark, New Jersey, area have 
been endorsed by the Newark Presbytery of the United Presbyterian Church 
man the USA. 


The Presbytery, at a business mecting here, approved a recommendation 
that it invite local leaders of the Protestant Episcopal Church, the 
Methodist Church and the United Church of Christ to participate in such 
discussions. 


Dr. Charles R. Ehrhardt, moderator of the United Presbyterian Synod 
of New Jersey, made the proposal in the light of that made last December 
by Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, United Presbyterian stated clerk, calling 
for a merger of the same denominations as a step toward the eventual union 
of all Christians. 


Dr. Ehrhardt said the purpose of these interdenominational sessions 
would be for "fellowship and discussion of the whole matter of church union 
Yat the local level". He said that several presbyteries have already indicated 
they would present overtures to the next United Presbyterian General Assembly, 
Tequesting it to act on Dr. Blake's proposal. 


The Presbytery also approved another recommendation by Dr. Ehrhardt 
Mhat it reiterate its stand favouring Christian unity as "the will of God, 
"as indicated in the high priestly prayer of Jesus". EPS, Geneva. 


Macmillan Hails Bible as Priceless Heritage 

(London) - Prime Minister Harold Macmillan paid tribute to the Scriptures 
8S a priceless heritage as he joined the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. 
Geoffrey Francis Fisher, at a reception in London marking the 450th 
‘anniversary of the publication of the King James Bible. 


"In this age when our moral standards never seem to match our material 
progress," he declared, "the Bible provides something especially precious 
- a unique heritage, beyond all price unique, at once a consolation and an 
inspiration." 


AS he spoke inStationer'sHall where the final manuscripts of the King 
James Version were prepared for the printer, the prime minister said he 
personally favoured that version, which he termed "the greatest and most 
successful publishing effort of all time". 


Mr. Macmillan praised the Elizabethan language of the King James Bible, 
and added: "This is one of the occasions where one is entitled to say the 
Old is better. I personally like my 'old wine in old bottles! rather than 
in the strictly more accurate '!wineskins! of the Revised Version," 


However, he noted, the New Testament portion of "The New English Bible," 
to be published on March 14, will embody the results of modern scholarship, 
and present faithfully in clear and idiomatic English the meaning of the 
Original Greek and Hebrew. 


"Fond as lam of the Authorized Version," the prime minister continued, 
ere tecl sure it is right’ to take a fresh look from time to time even at 


familiar passages in the light of the-latest discoveries of modern scholarship 


and of the archaeologists," 


A letter from Queen Hlizabeth II read at the receiption noted : 
that the translation of the Bible into English in the 17th Century "came 
dike a broadening beam of light to our forefathers, giving them the right 
fend the power to search out for themselves the saving truths of the 
Christian religion", EPS, Geneva. 


BUS Churches Urge Better Race Relations 


(Greenwich, Connecticut) - President John F. Kennedy has been called upon 
yto issue an executive order to all Federal agencies "related in any way" 
Nwith housing to make “housing equally available to all Americans regardless 
mor race, creed or colour", 


The request came in a resolution adopted at the three-day quarterly 
Meeting of the 32-member National Council of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church here. Presiding Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger headed the sessions of 
‘the denomination's national administrative body. 


Five "guiding principles" on the Episcopal Church's stand on America's 
Brace situation were unanimously adopted at the meeting. The statement 
“declared: 


'There is a growing conviction throughout the church that (racial) 
"distinctions have no place in the life and work of the church. Sincere and 
Conscientious efforts are being made to realize the Christian goal of one 
fellowship for all. 


"...Phe church should not only insure to members of all races full 
participation in worship everywhere; she should also stand for fair and 
full access to education, housing, social and health services, and for equal 


Dae 4 ¥ ; : es 
employment opportunities without compromise, self-consciousness or apologics. 
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Earlier, residents of the Maryland suburbs near the nation's capital 
were urged to prove their belief in human brotherhood by accepting racial 
integration of housing, schools and restaurants in their previously all- 
white communities. 


The challenge was made by ministers of 35 suburban Protestant churches, 
who are members of the Suburban Ministers! Union of Upper Prince Georges 
County, in a statement read from their pulpits on Race Relations Sunday. 


The statement confessed the sin of ommission on the part of many 
churchmen, and declared: "We share in the guilt of the community through 
our own shortcomings and our failure to waken the conscience of the 
community". 


It noted that housing incidents, "sit-in" demonstrations and other 
racial problems led the ministers "to see the urgency of this problem for 
all citizens of Prince Georges County". 


In Minneapolis, some 300 Negroes recently staged a "Fair Housing 
March" in support of legislation providing equal opportunities in housing 
accomodations. The "march" was sponsored by the Twin City Council of 
Clubs, a federation of 40 social, civic, business and fraternal organizations 
in the Negro community. 


Meanwhile, evicted Negro sharecroppers in Fayette County, Tennessee, 
have received tons of food, clothing and soap from the Mennonite Central 
Committee's relief centre. 


The sharecroppers reportedly were evicted because they registered and 
voted in the November elections. None of the Negroes have expressed any 
regrets about casting their ballots even at the loss of their jobs. 
One 60-year-old woman remarked, "I voted for the first) time in my Lite, 
and it sure felt good". EPS, Geneva. 


Eastern Churches Celebrate Sunday of Orthodoxy 


(New York) - Prayers for the perpetuation of the Orthodox faith and on 
behalf of Christian unity were offered in Orthodox churches throughout 
the United States in observance of the Sunday of Orthodoxy, February 26. 


Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of North 
and South America, issued a pastoral letter to all clergy in recognition 
of the annual event, which is traditionally celebrated on the first Sunday 
of the Eastern Orthodox Lent. 


Stressing the need for prayer "for the stability and welfare of the 
Holy Churches of God and for the union of all," the statement affirmed: 


"We are children of the great Church of Christ. We shall not refuse 
to participate in ecumenical dialogues. We shall not be guilty of 
exclusiveness or isolationism. We shall always be faatntubl to7o0ar 
Orthodoxy, while being faithful to the brotherly relations which we must 
have with other churches. We shall follow the example of our ChurceP. of 
Christ. who manifested the true God to all." 
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. Archbishop Iakovos, in officiating at a Pan-Orthodox vesper service 
at Holy Trinity Cathedral in New York, spoke about the matter of 
intercommunion among Orthodox bodies. 


"Nothing separates us, neither our ethnic heritage nor our various 
Peburgical practices," he declared. "Let all the prayers be given in all 
danguages. Let this vesper service ...be a true vesper of love and 
establishment of a Pan-Orthodox union." EPS, Geneva. 


pouthern Baptists Urged to Integrate Colleges 
(Waco, Texas) - A resolution adopted b 
Baptist Convention has called for dese 
colleges in Texas. 


y the executive board of the Waco 
gregation of all Southern Baptist 


The resolution, approved unanimously by 26 pastors and laymen attend- 
Gng the board mecting, called upon the Baptist General Convention of Texas 
mo give “consideration, prayer and study to admitting all qualified students 
Tegardless of race" to denominational schools in the state. 


Of the denomination's10 undergraduate institutions in Texas, only 
Wayland College at Plainviow admits Negroes. It has a student body of about 
600. 


Meanwhile, in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, faculty members forwarded 
[MA resolution to the trustees of Wake Forest College calling for integration 
iyat this Southern Baptist school. 


In their statement, the teachers pointed out that "modification of the 
mustom of excluding Negroes" was urgent "so thet the administration committee 
Mean act on the application of an African student". 


Wake Forest students have raised funds to bring African students to 
Mthe college for study. 


, Barlier, five white girls from Wake Forest and five Negro girls from 
Wepelman College in Atlanta, Gcorgia, an American (Northern) Baptist school, 
| Participated in a week-long "North-South Student Exchange Programme" with 
iStudents of Barnard College in New York. 


During their stay in New York, the 10 southern students lived together 
in the same dormitories, attended classes together, went to the theatre 
land talked endlessly about integration and other subjects. At the same 
Mtime, 10 Barnard students attended classes in the South under an exchange 
programme initiated by the New York college's student government. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Two Dutch Reformed Churches Pressured To End WCC Membership 


(Johannesburg) ~ Two churches in the Union of South Africa are being 
urged to end their membership in the World Council of Churches by a third 
Church which is not a council member. 


Pressure to terminate their WCC relationship is being brought to 
bear upon the Dutch Reformed Churches of the Transvaal and of the Cape 
by the Dutch Reformed Church of the Orange Free State. 


The non-nember church has urged the step because it considers as 
moo “liberal” and "humanitarian" a s 


tatement on race relations issued 


) 
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by a consultation of the WCC's eight member churches in the Union held 
last December under WCC auspices. The statement was a forthright protest 
against racial discrimination. 


Meanwhile, the Executive Committee of the third and smallest of the 
three WCC-member Dutch Reformed Churches in the Union, the 182,000-member 
Dutch Reformed Church of Africa (Hervormde Kerk), is reading a proposal 
that it end its WCC membership because of the consultation statement, for 
consideration by its Synod.meeting March 8. 


The Hervormde Kerk was the only one of the eight churches participating 
in the December consultation which rejected the statement outright. However, 
representatives of the two Dutch Reformed Churches now being pressured to 
leave the WCC, while supporting the consultation statement, issued a . 
supplementary statement which maintained that "a policy of differentiation 
can be defended from the Christian point of view...." Every article in 
the consultation statement had the support of at least 80 per cent of the 
delegates before it was included. (See EPS No. 48, 1960). Other churches 
participating in the consultation were the Methodist, Presbyterian, Anglican 
and Congregational. BPS, Geneva, 


swedish Bishops Petition King on Marriage Laws 

(Stockholm) - The bishops of Sweden's State Lutheran Church have petitioned 
King Gustav Adolf to annul the law which makes it an offence for them to 
refuse to marry divorced persons in church. 


They acted after one of their number was fined recently for “a derelic-=¢ 
tion of duty" in refusing to officiate at a second marriage for a divorced 
person. 


At present ministers of the national cnurch are obliged by law to marry 
all couples sceking a church wedding and offenders are subject to fines up 
to 1,000 Crowns and imprisionment up to six months. 


The petition drawn up by the Swedish bishops was circulated to 2,687 
incuments, of whom 1,500 signed their names in support. EPS, Geneva. 


Dr. Puttfarcken Elected EKD Synod President ‘ 


(Berlin) - Dr. Hans Puttfarcken of Wiesbaden, has been elected to a six-year 
term to succeed Dr. Constantin von Dietze of Freiburg, as president of the 
Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) at its meeting here. 


Dr. Puttfarcken, 52, a member of the Synod of the Evangelical Church 
of Hesse and Nassau, is a leading official in the Ministry of Justice in 
Hesse. His predecessor is an economics professor and one of Germany's 
most prominent Protestant laymen. (See EPS No. 8). EPS, Geneva. 


British Leader Scores Lack of Urgency in Work for Christian Unity | i 


(Cambridge ) - The general secretary of the British Council of Churches has 7 
taken to task both Anglican and Free Churches in Great Britian for what he : 
terms theirlack of "a sense of urgency" in working for Christian unity. 


_ 
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The Rev. Kenneth Slack took the occasion of a sermon preached Sunday 
at Cambridge University to admonish the churches for their slowness and 
lack of zeal in seeking unity. 


"The blunt fact of the matter is that in regard to Christian unity 
me Will not recognize that the time of opportunity may not be with us for 
Eyer," he declared. "Our defensive motto is 'the time is not ripe’. But 
Buppose this is not the kind of time that ripens, but rather the kind that 
passes, never to return. Even if we cling to the thought of the tine 
mot being ripe, what do we imagine is going to ripen time for unity?" 


Mr. Slack said that Anglican churches frequently defend tneir position 
iby expressing fears thet "any union with non-episcopal churches may hinder 
eventual union with the Roman Catholic Church!, 


But, he declared, the question can be asked "whether the Roman Church 
Will take the non-Roman churches seriously until their recognition of the 
6ssential unity of Christ's Church is atleast strong cnough to compel 
union between them". 


| The Free Churchmen, he said, are tempted to say that, with regard to 
union with the Church of England, the barrier is on the Anglican side. us. 
Sometimes reluctance to embark on Free Church union is justified by the if 
fear that it would retard union with the Church of England. "But, he Of 
asked, "is it seriously maintained that it is this which causes the Free Re 
ehurches manfully to restrain themselves from a union among themselves on Hs 
which they are otherwise ready to embark?" BPS, Geneva. 


US Church Council Adopts Birth Control Statement 
(Syracuse, New York) - A statement advocating birth control as a means to 


responsible family planning has been adopted by the general board of the i 
National Council of Churches (USA). ie 


At its two-day meeting here, the general board voted 83-0 in favour " 
of the statement. However, four Orthodox representatives abstained from A: 
evoting. 


While several Protestant bodies have advocated the use of birth 
Ncontrol methods in recent years, it was the first pronouncement ever nade 
on the subject by the council, a federation of 25 major Protestant 
denominations and eight Orthodox communions in the United States. 


Noting such restrictions in several statcs, the pronouncement said 
legal prohibitions against dissemination of birth control information 
wiolate both civil and relgious liberties of all citizens, including 
Protestants. It said further the United States government and voluntary 
agencies have a duty to assist citizens of other countries, at their 
own request, with measures to alleviate population pressures and to 
extend family planning. 


In a preamble to the statement the general board noted that any nember 
church may dissociate itself from an action of the council. 


"In the present instance," the preanble said, "many member churches 

have already given formal cxpression to the same basic convictions as is if 

Scontained in this statement. But differences of conviction exist which er 

make it necessary for representatives of the Orthodox churches to abstain 
from voting on this pronouncement. 
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"The council provides a meeting place for continuing study, in Christian 
freedom, of the implications of the Christian faith for responsible marriage 
and parenthood," 


With these facts in mind, the general board declared in the statement 
that "Christians are agreed that the limitation of procreation may be right 
and proper for parents under certain conditions, but differences arise in 
fegard to circumstances and methods. 


"The Orthodox Church follows the traditional teaching which sanctions 
marital abstinence as the means of family planning," the statement continued. 
MMost of the Protestant churches hold contraception and periodic continence » 

4o be morally right when the motives are right. They believe that couples 

are free to use the gifts of science for conscientious family limitation, 
provided the means are mutually acceptable, non-injurious to health, and 
appropriate to the degree of effectiveness required in the specific situation." 


In another session, the NCC was urged to begin consultations with 
representatives of donservative Protestant churches such as those affiliated 
With the National Association of Evangelicals. 


The recommendation was made by Dr. James E. Wagner, president of the 
“Evangelical and Reformed Church and co-president of the United Church of 

Ghrist, who noted that a principle difficulty in attracting new member 
Churches to the NCC is a "lack of knowledge of the theological position" 
of the council and its members and their "deep commitment" to the faith as 
Set forth in the Bible. He also pointed out that the lack of understanding 
that the NCC!'s social concerns grow "naturally out of this faith’; rather 
han being secular in origin, have also contributed to the problen. 


Dr. Wagner said "this wrong impression" may possibly be dispelled 
through "a series of quite, unpublicized, prayerful consultations" with 

“devout and competent representatives of our avowedly more orthodox brethren." 
HPS, Geneva. 


in' Briet 


The World Council of Churches is inviting all ordained ministers under 
40-years-of-age to compete in its third ecumenical prize essay contest. All 
entries are to be written on the theme: "What does it mean for the local 
Congregation to say: I believe in the Holy Catholic Church?"- "The Piret prime 
mers 1000 Swiss francs (US$230). Details concerning the contest are available 
at the WCC's New York office, and WOC headquarters, Geneva. 


et hte = keen 


The Synod of the Methodist Church in Kenya has urged all Christians to 
turn out for the general elections this month when an African majority 
Bovernment comes to power in this British East African colony. At the same 
tine, the Mombasa Council of Christian Congregations reminded political 
leaders that "a free and just society cannot be truly established by people 
Who live in a religious and spiritual vaccum", 


ae Sem Ving 


A new translation of the Protestant Bible into Hungarian has been 
Completed after 14 years of work by a special commission set up under the 
auspices of the Hungarian Bible Council. 

. * * 


No. 9 - 3rd March, 1961 10 


Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip will visit Pope John XXIII at 
the Vatican May 5. The Queen, who constitutionally is defender of the 
faith of the Church of England, will see the pontiff five months after 
the Pope received Dr, Geoffrey Francis Fisher, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
for an informal courtesy call. 


TD rte ass 


Bishop MatthewW. Clair, Jr. of St. Louis, Missouri, has been elected 
chairman of a special Methodist Commission to Study the Christian Faith 
and War in the Nuclear Age. The 12-member commission, authorized by the 
US denonination's 1960 General Conference, elected Bishop Clair at an 
organizational meeting in Chicago. 


et he us * 


A new Roman Catholic Bible Society has been established in the 
Netherlands. At the same time, a new Catholic version of the Bible has 
been completed for circulation. In recognition of this event, the Lenten 
letter of the Dutch episcopate was completely devoted to encouraging 
Bible reading. “More than ever we need a clear vision about the meaning 
of life," the letter stated. "The Holy Scriptures show us the way." 


ie are * 


Pastor Siegfried Schmutzler, 45, sentenced to five-years imprisonment 
Sin 1957 for alleged counter-revolutionary activities against Hast Germany, 
has been released from Torgau Prison under a recent amnesty provision 
Pranted to "political" prisoners by the government. His imprisonment has 
been strongly protested by Protestant leaders in East Germany and by many 
churches, student groups and other organizations throuzhout Western Hurope. 


cise (bles sta 


Mennonite Brethren Church headquarters in Hillsboro, Kansas, has i 
received word that a missionary has successfully made contact with the 
fierce Moro tribe in Bolivia. While missionaries have attempted to make 
such contects for many ycars, their past efforts have failed and the 
Moros have killed and wounded many colonists in sporadic attacks. _ 


Pea A * 


The United Lutheran Church in America, the nation's largest Lutheran 
body, has announced plans to start work in 70 new home mission’fields in 
the United States. The programme will seek to establish churches in 
communities without them, strengthen existing congregations in areas of 
econonic transition, and provide new services to minority groups. 


ACL toe. * 


The Department on World Mission of the Lutheran World Federation is 
offering three prizes for the best manuscripts written on the subject, , 
"An Explanation of Luther's Small Catechisn for Use in Catechetical F 
Instruction Today." The competition is open to any person or group having 
firsthand expericnce in Christian education in Africa or Asia, including 
nationals, missionaries and others who have worked in the field. 

BPS, Geneva. 
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WCC Consultation Stresses Urgency of Inter-Communion Issue 

(Geneva) - & four-day consultation on the celebration of Holy Communion 
at ecumenical gatherings has concluded here with a statement stressing 
the urgency of the issue and calling upon the churches to examine the 
problem far more deeply than they h:ve thus far done. 


The two-part statement was formulated by 29 theologians and youth 
leaders from several churches and half a dozen European countries and 
the United States. The meeting was sponsored jointly by the Youth and 
Faith and Order Departmentsof the World Council of Churches. 


The major concern of the consultation, according to its statement,, 
was to find ways "to reduce to the minimum the scandal caused by the 
multiplication of communion services" at ecumencial meetings. 


The first part of the statement recommends a series of "re-formulations" 
of the present principles governing such sorvices held at meetings under 
World Council auspices. 


The second part submits a series of questions to the WCC's 178 member 
Shurchts.: and to various ecumenical bodies such as the YMCA and YVCA. 


an i e 
a ~ . 
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Py Current practice at ecumenical meetings is based on recommendations 
_ established at the World Faith and Order Conference held at Lund, Sweden, 
1952. The Lund Conference said that open communion services should be 
Nheld at ecumenical gatherings where possible on the invitation of a local 
_ church or churches which sanction such services. 
' The statement notes that recent "spontaneous" developments. make re-study 
of the Lund statement urgent. It mentions specifically the First European 
‘Ecumenical Youth Assembly held in July, 1960, at Lausanne, Switzerland. 
The 1,800 youth attending the Assembly declared that "we are going home as | 
"Christians who have experienced what it means not to be able to become one 
fat the Lord's table..." They affirmed that they would not cease to demand : 
"that their respective denominations and the World Council "work towards , 
Wethe establishment of an increasingly inclusive intercommunion"; 


| The consultation statement stresses that decisions about communion at 
Necumenical meetings held under World Council auspices should be considered 
“special cases" because "in the ecumenical movement the churches created 
la new situation of mutual recognitiony ; 


It calls upon the churches to study how they could extend their 
existing rules and regulations governing communion in the light of the -4 
fact that World Council meetings are gatherings of church representatives 
explicitly seeking to further the unity of the Church. It asked the 
churches to consider whether such meetings cannot be regarded as "temporary 
Pmanifestations of the One Church of Christ.: 


It urges that a study should be mace o C 
and the theological nature of World Council meeting 
conferences. 


ty 
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ological implications 
and other ecumenical 


At the same time it stresses that the problem of communion at 
“ecumenical meetings cannot be studied in isolation from the whole question 
of the problem of inter-communion between churches. 


The conference statement places emphasis upon holding one service 
of holy communion at ecumenical gatherings "within the context of the 
conference" and at the invitation of a "host church or churches," and 
‘emphasises that such a service would not be a service of the conference, 
‘but of the inviting church. 


However, the statement recognizes that in th state of 
divided Christendom, it is not possible for all m s an ecumenical 
"conference to receive communion togcther at a common service. The 
statement says conference authorities should assist other churches to 
“arrange communion services as required, but that tney should be kept 
to a minimum. 


The urgency of the problem highlights the second part of the 
‘consultation statement. An introductory section declares that there is 
@ growing number of young people coming into the ecumenical movement who 
regard present practices as "finally disobedient" and believe that "a 
divided table denies the reconciliation proclaimed there", 


] Questions addressed to the WCC's member churches include: What are 
the implications of membership in the WCG and what does this mean for 
communion practices framed prior to membership? How can the benefits 

of ecumenical fcllowship be more effectively communicated to the churches? 
What is the responsibility of the churches for ecumenical education? 


¥ f 
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Similar questions are addressed to the YMCA and YWCA, the World Council 
and various other ecumenical bodies. 


The statements concludes by reminding the churches that "all must be 
responsible to the total Challenge of the ccumenical event!!; It declares: 
N-artial responses and practical adjustments may indeed enable us to avoid 
responding the ultimate questions put to us by our Lord and become a refusal 


of the Seopaaneneen is dience which must lead us to the Resurrection by the 
way cf the Cross 


The full text of the statement will be published in the April issue of 
Ecumenical Review, a periodical of the World Council of Churches. Chairman 


of the meeting was Bishop Stephen Bayne, London, cxecutive officer of the 


Anglican Communion, HPS, Geneva. 


Orthodox Proposed as 'Major! US Religious Body 


(Washington) - The United States Government has been called upon to designate 
Hastern Orthodoxy as one of the nation's four major religious bodies. 


cu 
mesolution which would give Orthodoxy equal status with Protestantism, Roman 
Catholicism and Judaism, particularly in relation to religious participation 
gn governmental ceremonies. 


US Senator Clifford P. Case (Republican-New Jersey) has drafted a 


senator Case noted that, while Orthodox churches report a constituency of 
some 2,807,000 members, some federal agencies have omitted their representatives 
from participating in such ceremonics. While the other three groups have not 
Been formally designated by Congress as "major"! religious bodies, they have 
meen considered as such as a matter of course. 


Twentyfive states in the union have already passed resolutions designating 


Bastern Orthodxy as having equal status with the other bodies. Other resolu- 
tions are pending. BPS, Geneva. 


Meee Ohurch.of Scotland Protests Queen's Visit to Pope 


(Edinburgh) - A resolution strongly protesting "against the action of the 
Government in advising the Queen to Visit the Pope in Rome" has been passed 
by the commission of the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, 
Meeting last week in Edinburgh. 


The resolution stated that the commission rejected "the official 
Sxplanation of courtesy in justification of this visit, having in mind 
Bet the Vatican State oxists only to serve the religious pretensions of 
the Papacy and that concessions to these pretensions - even by appearance - 
are harmful to the reformed religion by law established in this realm', 


It had been announced earlicr that Queen Elizabeth and Prince Pie AL p 
Will visit Pope John XXIII at the Vatican May 5 on a State Visit to Litany 
EPS, Geneva. 


Canadian Church to Establish Factory Chaplainc 


(Toronto) - The United Church of Canada has approved plans to establish 
the denomination's first factory chaplaincy. 


a 


'! 


mi 


“No. 10 - 10th March, 1961 4 


The church's Board of Evangelism and Social Service has authoriged 
“sending six ministers to England to learn the techniques of industrial 
evangelism and has made plans to create the ministry as a permanent 
Structure within the church. 


In another action at its recent meeting the Board called upon United 
Church congregations not to deal with building contractors who pay 
Sub-standard wages and ignore fair working practices. 


It also adopted a motion that South Africa should be expelled from i 
the British Commonwealth family. if the government continues its i 
apartheid policy. EPS, Geneva. fh 


Pardinal Calls For Full Loyalty of Polish Clergy 


(Warsaw) - StefannCardinal Wyscynski, Roman Catholic Primate of Poland, 
has sent a gravely worded letter to 15,000 priests calling upon their 
full loyalty in a deepening struggle for survival in Poland. 


The Cardinal warned the priests to be ready for any sacrifice in 
defense of the faith - "even punishment, exile, loss of freedom". | fhe 
private letter, dated January 12, was made public last week. 


The Polish Government has been quietly applying increasingly heavy i 
pressures on the churches in Poland and curtailing religious freedom i 
through a series of measures. All religious instruction has been 
eliminated from almost all Polish schools and priests and parishes have 
been subjected to tax increases. Seminaries have also been put under 
stricter control, including censorship of their libraries. 


The letter warns priests tempted by "self-love" and "excessive ambition" 
against collaboration with the Polish Communist regime, but identifies the 
Church with the government's objective of preserving the western: territories 
taken over from Germany after World War II, and acknowledges the reality ® 
of Poland's firm membership in the Communist bloc. under Soviet leadership. 
However, the Cardinal wrote: 


"We must realize on the other hand that priests making links with any 
systems ~ with the current policy of a state or particularly with parties 
figshting for influence --have never acted in accord with Christ's words. 
Let us not ourselves be divided into patriots and non-patriots, into 
progressives and non-progressives.' 


The admonition was interpreted in western circles as an indication 
that the church intends to take a neutral role in next monthts . national 
elections. This is in accord with predictions in church circles that the 
hierarchy will neither urge Catholics to go to the polls to vote for a i 
Single national front - as the government wishes ~- nor WiLL. tb Bavecate i 
a boycott of the election, EPS, Geneva. ht 


US Catholic Bishops Oppose School Aid Plan 
(Washington, is Pub: - The hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church in the if 
United States has decided to oppose the Kennedy administration's education 
programmes unless it is changed to provide assistance for private and 
parochial schools. 
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The hierarchy's stand was decided upon at a meeting in Washington last 
week of the National Catholie Welfare Conferences Administrative Board. 
The board consists of the five US cardinals and ten archbishops and bishops 
who head depertments of the conference. 


The President has sent a message to Congress calling for federal grants 
Hotalling $2,298,000,000 in three years for public school construction and 
teachers! salaries. 


President Kennedy has repeatedly announced his opposition to any federal 
assistance to non-public schools as "clearly unconstitutional", 


A statement released by Archbishop Karl J. Alter of Cincinnatti, chair- 
man of the Board, summarized the Church!s opposition as follows: 


1. The question of whether or not there ought to be f2deral aid is a 
judgment to be based on objective economic facts connected with the schools 
@f the country and consequently Catholics are free to take a position in 
@ecordance with the facts. 


2. ,-In the event that there is federal aid to education we are. deeply 
Convinced that in justice Catholic. school children should be given the right 
tO participate. 


3. Respecting the form of participation, we hold it to be strictly 
Within the framework of the Constitution that long term, low-interest loans 
Ho private institutions could be part of the federal aid programme. Diy gaass 
proposed, therefore, that an effort be made to have an amendment to this 
@ffect attached to the bill. 


4. In the event that a federal aid programme is enacted which excludes 
Children in private schools these children will be the victims of discrim- 
Gnatory legislation. There will be no alternative but to oppose such 
discrimin=ztione’ EPS, Geneva. 


Changes in Church of England Noted by Paton 

(London) - The Rev. David Paton, secretary of the Souncil for Ecumenical 
Gooperation (Church of England) hes noted that the Church of England is 
Changing in many subtle ways. 


Speaking at a meeting of the Fellowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius, 
Wr. Paton said he was thankful that the Lambeth Conference had looked 
forward to the time when the Church of England as such, narrowly interpreted, 
would no long exist. 


While Mr. Paton deprecated what he described as a "confessional 
Mentality", he noted that the church was becoming more sacramental in its 
outlook, and that its laity were beginning to assume responsibilities which 
Would have been considered astonishing a few years ago. 


"Our Protestant friends often find us in this latest phase more 
Teligiousand amore pleasant a body to deal with," he said. 


Mr. Paton noted that this was a different situation than. that -whach existed 


few years ago when the only choice in the church lay between a "right-wing ° 
‘High Church ecumenism looking to Rome or to the Orthodox Church or both, 

‘and a left-wing Low Church ecumenism looking to the Free @hurch and: shading 
off into undenominationalism, in which the church, as such, is not : 


important". 
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"If you belonged to one side," he continued, "any progress by the 
other seemed a bad thing. 


"The most dramatic change that has taken place is that now it is 
possible to think of a left-wing ecumenism which will result in a Christian 
body not less but more open to the Gatholic world,' he observed. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Russian Orthodox Journal Praises WCC Work for Peace 


(Moscow) - Tho work of the World Council of Churches for international 
peace with justice is commended in a lengthy article in the current issue 
ef the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate, official publication of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 


The article says that the World Council is "making a positive contri- 
bution towards the decrease of international tension and the promotion of 
world pceacen,; . 


ie 2rticle ws sipned by Professor A. F. Shishkin, professor’ of 
theology at the Leningrad Theological Academy. It is the first comment 
by the Journal on the WCC!s work in international relations, although 
previous issues have discussed other aspects of the World Council programme, 


The article takes the form of a report of a meeting of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs held last August at 5t. Andrews, 
Scotland. Professor Shishkin and V. S. Alexeev, Of the staff of the Poneign 
Department of the Moscow Patriarchate, were observers at the meeting. The 
Commission is a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council! 


Professor Shishkin praises the World Council for its "advocacy of 
Peace, and its tremendous efforts in favour of disarmament and to stop 
muclear weapons testing", He writes that it is to be commended for its 
Concern to "solve international questions by peacful means, promote 
peaceful co-existence between states with different social-economic and 
political structures, develop cooperation between East and West, and 
Support national independence and development of countries formerly under 
Solonial rulet!, 


The article declares that the ecumenical movement is playing an 
important role in "trying to keep the Christian conscience free from 
tendencious political passions, which often coloured it in the past, and 
which prevent western Christians from forming contacts with the Orthodox 
Churches in the socialist states", 


The first part of the article outlines the CCIA programme, noting 
that "the churches which are members of the World Council are living 


under widely differing social andpdlitical systems and their members are 


living under political-economic osnditions which are diametrically opposed 
to one another. 


"When we asked whether the CCIA is dependent upon any governmental 
authority," -Proféssor! Shishkin writes, “we were assured that the World 


uU 


10th March , 1961 3 T 


@ouncil is absolutely independent of any governmental authority or 
political party." 


uT+ is the task of the World Council," he adds, "to maintain 
Christian contacts petween the churches, and to remind Christian people 
Bll over the world that loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ as founder of 
the Christian Chvrch tekes precedence over all other considerations." 
EPS, Geneva. 


"Bite of 1961 Kirchentag to be Announced March 10 


ae eae 


gotiations between German Protestant leaders and. officials 

tarnan Governmont haveled to a definite selection of the 

Bite of the 1961 Kirchentag, or German Church Day Congress. However, i 

Kirchenteg officials have agreed not to reveal the location, pending ‘ 
Ss 


further discu ns with tne Bast German Government. 


wm” 
H 
Or if 


Since Bast German authorities earlier refused to grant permise .1 
Bion fcrsom: meetings to be hold in Hast Berlin in July, Kirchentag 
Jcaders reportedly have explored the possibility of staging the congress | 
gn Leipzig instead. 


Hans Seigewassor, East Germany's secretary of state for church 
Bifairs, has indicated that while his government would not permit 
Bessions to be hcld in East Berlin, it would consider an application 
from representatives of Protestant churches in East Germany to hold 
them in Leipzig or some other city there. 


Dr, Kurt Ssharf of East Berlin, new president of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (BKD), was among the Protestant leaders 
who met with Mr. Seigewasser recently to discuss whether his government 
would grant the necessary freedom to hold the mectings in Hast Germany, 
: The church leaders were to déctermine whether the government would erant 
Wisas to participants and speakers from West Germany. However, the 
foutcome of the discussions has not been disclosed. EPS, Geneva. 


Ce 


Episcopal Laymen Attack US Church Council 


(Dallas) - Thirty Protestant Episcopal laymen in Texas — most of them 
doctors and dentists - have appealed to Bishop C. Avery Mason of Dallas 

to 'take immediate steps" to sever the denomination!s ties with the 
National Council of Churches (USA) on the grounds that it 1s "socialistic", 


However, Bishop Mason promptly rejected the appeal, pointing out 
that the tricnnial General Convention of the Episcopal Church is the 
only body with authority to take such action. 


In a letter to the bishop, the laymen cited the NCC!s recent 
endorsement of federal aid to education and medical care for the aged 
through Social Security as evidence of the councilts alleged "socialistic 
tendencies", 


"We can no longer sanction the actions of this group which purports 
to speak in our behalf and which is hastening us on our way toward the 
total welfare state - complete socialism," the letter said. 


Replying to the letter sn an interview, Bishop Mason remarked: "It 
is quite obvious that people differ on subjects such as federal aid 


i Sie 
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to education and medical aid to the aged. But the palicies of the 
National Council are not binding on any mcmber communion. That's in 
the council!s constitution." 


Meanwhile, Dr. H. Conrad Hoyer, an Augustana Lutheran pastor who 
has spent cight months on the staff of the NCC,told his denonination!s 
Board of American Missions in Minneapolis that he found the council!s 
position on social issues "still a little to the tright! as compared with 
the New Testament!, 


Dr. Hoyer, associate executive secretary for the council's Division 
of Home Missions, conceded that the NCC is "by no means a perfect 
instrument," but he said it is "the only practical instrument on the 
horizon ah the national level for ecumenical fellowship, planning and 
service." 


MPhorefore," he added, "we should use it an improve it as we can," 
EPS, Geneva. 


Bishop Rceves Resigns Johannesburg Diocese 


(Johannesburg) - The Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, the Rt. Rev. Ambrose 
Reeves, whose outspoken criticism of apartheid resulted in his sudden 
deportation from South Africa last September, will resign his diocese the 
end of March. 


The announcement was made by Archbishop Joost de Blank, Archbishop 
of Capetown, who said Dr. Recves! resignation was made necessary because 
his flock could not continuc indefinitely without him. 


tA sorry day, indeed has dawned for a people that claims to be 
devout and God-fearing", declared Dr. de Blank, “It is with heavy hearts 
that the bishops of the Province of South Africe have agreed to allow 
Bishop Reeves to resign. 


"His wisdom, insight and conccrn for social justice and his love 
of the underprivileged will never be forgotten and South Africa is 
immeasurably poorer for his going." He added that “many will sec in 
Dr. Reeves! resignation a victory for the anti-Christien forces in this 
country", but that "Christ!s Church in South Africa has been strengthened 
by his witness". 


Dr. Reeves, who is sixty-one, has been Bishop of Johannesburg since 
1949. He was deported last September within forty-cight hours after 
returning to his diocese after six months! furlough in England, His 
book "Shooting at Sharpeville" published last December has been banned in 
South Africa. Bishop Reeves and his family are now living near London. 
He has announced he has no special plans for the future, 


The Archbishop is expected to 4ssuc a mandate shortly for filling 
the See. The Dean of Johannesburg will summon an clective assembly 
within cight days of its receipt. (See EPS No. 35, 1960). 

EPS, Geneva. 
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| New Protestant Theology Faculty Planned for Cameroons 
| (Geneva) ~ A Faculty of Protestant Theology will be cstablished at Yaounde 


in the Cameroons to mect cntirely new situations arising from--the independ- 


lence recently granted to the young churches of Africa, 


In announcing the move ata press donfcrence here, the Faculty of 


|Protestant Theology at the University of Geneva disclosed that it will 


Supervise the academic standards of the newschool, providing guidance on 


meurriculum and the nomination.of professors. 


Swiss Protestant churches, especially in the French-speaking sector, 
will be asked to raise 90,000 Swiss francs (about US$22,500) to construct 
@ home for a Swiss professor and to pay his salary for the first two years, 


The curpose of the new faculty will be to train local pastors in the 


surroundings in which they will work, instead of sending them to Burope 


Where they often do not feol at home, where the cost of study is too high, 
and where the curriculum is not designed to help them cope with the 
Peligious, cultural, social, political and economic problems facing Africa 
today. 


The new faculty, having the status of a university, will eventually 
involve an expenditure of some 1,500,000 Swiss francs (about US$375,000). 


“Long-range plans call for the erection of a chapel, meeting and lecture 


Fooms, and accomodation for seven lecturers. The Church in the Cameroons 
hos provided the site and the theological training fund of the International 
Missionary Council will help to finance the project. EPS, Geneva. 


in Brict 


Dr, Ermanno Rostan;, moderator of the Waldensian Church of LtaLy, Ls 
making a three-months tour of the United Sa bes tl ewe represen uve 
denomination, which antedates the Reformation, at the general assemblies 
bf the Presbyterian Church inthe Us (Southern) and the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, and at the General Synod of the Reformed Church of 
America. While in the US, he will also visit the village of Vaildese, a> 
Waldensian settlement in North Carolina. 

.. PRIA 3g 

The Churches of Christ has announced plans to ostablish a Christian 
College in Hong Kong with the endorsement of British and Chinese leaders. 
The British govcrnment has reportedly offered tofurnish land free for the 
School as well as a percentage of the cost for building construction. 


CARL teat 


Professor Erhard Mauersbergor of Eisenach, one of Germany's leading 
Protestant church musicians, has been appointed by the Leipzig City Council 


as conductor of the well-know Thomana Choir. ‘He succceds Professor Kurt 


Thomas. Professor FMauéersberger i8valso conductor of the Bach Choir of 
EBisenach and director of the Conservatory of Church Music there. 


oa ae 


CORRECTION - Ninety-five per cent of the votes castto date by Congregational 
Whristian Churches in the United States favour the denonmination's becoming a 
part of the United Church of Christ. Of the total of 1,947 votcs cast, 
1,842 have voted "yes." There are 53500 Congregational Christian Churches 
in the United States. -An In Brief item in the January 20 issue of EPS 
erroneously reported the number of the denomination's churches as 787. 

BPS, Geneva. 
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special Report 


Cuban Protestants Launch Vigorous Programmes 


(Havana) - A "small, vigorous" Protestant movement with capable national . 
leadership has launched a series of new programmes in Cuba. 


The vigor of the movement is most readily seen in the Christian 
Social Movement, a non-political organiza:ion which aims to put into 
practice "the social content of Christian ideas until they begin to 
penetrate as far as possible into our national Lite". 


It is seen also in new overtures being made by the Cuban Council of 
Evangelical Churches to churches outside its membership and is reflected 
in reports of growing church memberships, rises in contributions and othe: 
signs of strength in the life of the indigenous churches. 


Although observers differ as to the reasons for this new vigor among 
Protestant churches, there is no doubt that the Castro government's break 
with the Roman Catholic Ohurch has been an important factor. Significant 
Protestant missionary endeavours were not even possible on the island unt 
after the Spanish-American War because of the historic union of the state 
and the Vatican. | 


The position of Christian Social Movement, which has the support of; 
Council's cight-member churches with an aggregate of some 40,000 persons, 
has been spelled out in a ten-point statement of principles endorsing 
political neutrality and militant pacifism and: stressing the need for a 
Christian unity and intcrdenominational evangelism programmes. 


The Council's statement or "social creed" rejects both capitalism an 
Marxism and calls for the creation of a Christian social order, which 
recognizes that God is the ultimate authority concerning man and history, 
and which is based upon the "social principles of Christ which postulate 
value of the human personality, reverence for life, liberty: of the indiva 
the spirit of service, social justice, and the brotherhood of man © | 


It recognizes "with penitence" that "the rise of communism in the we 
eonstitutes a judgetient of Godion the Church which has not always ‘perform 
its social’ function," and that, "as Christians we have to prepare ourselv 
to live in a world in which it will not be possible to uproot Marxist 2 
‘communism completely, «in the face of this reality,"it saya, ‘we cannot 
our responsibility, and neither shall we compromise regarding the actions 


of communism which are in opposition to the social principles of the 
Christian faith. 


"The Church should approach Communists with love, knowing that they 
are the object of the love of God, since Jesus Christ died also for them, 
it continuca, "that they are not impervious to Christian irfiuence since 
their passion for social justice, their spirit of sacrifice and devotion 
to a cause offer bridges for a possible rapprochement"; .* 


Denominational Activitics 


While most mission boards in the United States have withdrawn their 
workers in the wave of anti-Amcrican feeling, there are numerous reports 
indicating that the indigenous churches are carrying on vigorous program 


Dr. James BE. Ellis, executive secretary for Latin American Countries 
of the Methodist Division of World Missions, has reported that in the { 
absence of US missionariés, most national Methodists are "closing ranks | 


a 


j 


oJ 
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nd carrying on the work as an indigenous church!'. 


In most areas of the Cuban church, he said, "there is a sense of spiritual 
nthusiasm in the congregations, good attendance, growing church schools and 
/m. desire to extend into the-rural areas", 


Some 85 Methodist conference pastors, as well as numerous lay workers, 
re carrying on the denomination's programme, the division reported. It 
urther noted that when the first Methodist missionaries were sent to Cuba 
O years ago, their intention was to establish an indigenous church. 


The denomination recently called upon Cuban Methodists to raise 
$$100,000 for a new five-year programme. The entire amount has reportadly 
een pledged, with US$47,000 paid in the first nine months. 


A similar five year plan to double the membership and financial support 
@ United Presbyterian churches in Cuba has been announced by the Rev. 
enneth G. Neigh, secretary of the denomination's Board of Nations Missions. 


"Me are contributing," said Dr. Neigh, "to a major expansion of 
resbyterian work in.Cuba because we believe that we meet our Christian o 
Pligations in that troubled country by commitment to the work and witness 
m our Lord, not by withdrawal. 


"We know the leaders of our church in Cuba," he added. "They are able 
hristians whose love for us is unaltered, whose Christian dedication is 
@eat, and whose life hews to the Protestant spirit of teaching the Word 
@ God, working for the physical welfare of His children, and keeping 
@parate the Church and State." 


The American Baptist Convention has reported that, while all of its 
Mssionaries have returned to the United States, progress is boing made in 
wl areas of denominational life. The programme of the Protestant Episcopal 
March similarly is in the hands of Cuban clergy. 

Sixteen national pastors are continuing the work of the Church of the 
fazarene on the island. The denomination has 35 churches or preaching points 
Ath about 2,000 zctive participants in congregational and Sunday school 
rogrammes. 
whurch Leaders Comment 

While it is too early to make long-range predictions relative to the > 


rovernment's future church-state policies, some spokesmen have ventured 
ypinions concerning the present status of Protestant efforts on the island. 


Dr. Howard W. Yoder, executive secretary of the National Council of 
Yhurches!' (USA) Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, has reported | 
that the island's 250,000 Protestants - of whom 47,000 are communicant i 
church members - are experiencing new freedom under the Castro government. ij 


-Moveover, the Rev. A. C.. Forrest, éditor of The United Church tl bene 

Yanada) Observer, has noted that the govermment has striken the name* of | 
tod from the constitution, and "has acted consistently on the assumption ‘ 
that men are not spiritual beings but cogs in a great state machine." 

"Religion may be tolerated," Mr. Forrest wrote in Presbyterian Life, if 
"but criticism of the state is not permitted." 

Meanwhile, Dr. Yoder has noted that "a social revolution was long 
overdue!" in Cuba, 


- 
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'We can make the statement blithely: now," he said, "although we did ™ 
not sec it so clearly before the Castro forces moved in. We supposed 
that a new government would take over, political prisoners would change 
places with those of the old regime and things would get back to normal 
- ‘normal!’ being a state built on political graft, high illiteracy rate, 
large American holdings and profits, primitive rural areas, and a new 
ally for the’ democratic West. 


‘ 
¢ 


ee 


But Castro!s revolution went much decper than the usual change of 
leadership cutomary in Latin American revolts," Dr. Yoder observed. "It 
was a forthright effort to replace injustice, ignorance. with education, 
large land holdings operated under a system of peonage with land reform 
- or so it seemed." 


Pointing to honesty in. administration of public funds, agrarian 
‘reforms and the increase in "cooperative" housing under the new cover a 
Dr. Yoder added: 


"Tt is small wonder that many Cubans have been loyal to the one 
tionary government and not critical, even when the ideals of state 
ownership have been proclaimed and new relationships with Russia and 
(Communist) China have been introduced into the revolutionary scene." 


‘In discussing the religious situation on the island, Dr. Yoder POL 
out that one half of SGuba!s 6,000,000 people profess no a Pepa 
StriiLratilon. He noted that one haa abe indicated’ that not more than 15 
per cent of the population is loyal to the Roman Catholic Church. For 
that reason, many observers believe that Catholic opposition to the new 
government must come from other than Cuban Catholicism. 


Adon Taft, religion editor of The’ Miami (Florida) Herald, said in a 
special report from Cuba that an appeal has been made to the 200 Cubans 
among the 720 priests to organize a national Catholic Church. The other 
priests are foreigners, some 400 of them Spanish, he reported. 


Pointing out that the hierarchy's opposition to the new government 
does not entirely stem from anti-Gommunist sentiment, Mr. Taft noted that 
the Castro administration has cut off all government subsidy for the | 
church, which has existed throughout the island's 450 year history of 
HKuropean civilization, 


In his latest action against the Catholie Church, Dr. Castro revealed 
that he was nationalizing the church's 143 acre ee Heese in Havana at the 
request of the Cuban people. The cemetery is the only Catholic burial 
ground in the capital and hes been an important source of income. 


"The cemetery should be where our dearones can rest, and not a 
market,® the prime minister declared in announcing the government's 
action. "Every family has the right to a piece of ground as eey their 
dead and know that they will not be dislodged." 


In‘his campaign against the Satholic Church, Dr. Castro has assailed: 
what he called "frauds who convert. religion into an anti-social, anti- 
national institution," while his brother, Raul, has declared that the 
priests "in no way represent Christ, who lived and died on the side of 
the people". 


At the same time, the government newspaper, Revolucion, denounced 
an act of “cowardly aggression" against a strongly pro-Castro priest 
who has heen barred by ecclesiastical authorities from exercising his 
priestly functions, EPS, Geneva. 
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mhussian Orthodox Representatives Visit World Council 


(Geneva) - Four representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate have ended a 
four-day visit to World Council of Churches headquarters in Geneva, the 
datest in a series of "get-acquainted"” meetings started in 1958. 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, in a statement issued 
at the visit!s conclusion said that "good progress" had been made in 
discussions of the relationships and further exchanges between the two 
bodies and that "decisions in the light of these discussions will be taken 
later", 


The delegation was headed by Bishop Nikodim of Jaroslavl and Rostov, 
head of the Department of Foreign Church Relations of the Patriarchate; and 
included Protopriest Borovoi, vice-chairman of the Department; Alex Buevsky, 
/Department secretary and Victor Alexeev, consultant for relations with the 
World Council. 


The delegation brought with it a valuable collection of books on the 
Russian Orthodox Church for the World Gouncil's libraries. The World Council 
fad earlier sent books to the libraries of the Patriarchate and its Zagorsk 
and Lenigrad theological academies. 


Phe exchange of visits was started in 1958 at .@ meeting of representatives 
oe the WCC and the Patriarchate at Utrecht, the Netherlands. Since then 
representatives of the Russian Chirch have twice visited in Geneva and have 
M@evended both the 1959 and 1960 meetings of the WCC's Central Committee. In 
December, 1959, a five-member World Gouncil delegation made a two weeks! 
Mmeeit in Russia as the guest of the Patriarch. Po, tceneva. 


Prague Peace Conference Seeks Christian Unity 


(Prague ) = The achievement of "genuine" Christian unity will be'one of the 
Major aims of the Ali-Christian Peace Assembly to be held here June Lijeks ya 
moted Czechoslovakian theologian has declared. 


"Tt is our concern to create the atmosphere of genuine peace and trust 
among ourselves (and) to ban all distrust and suspicion from our ranks...," 
Said Dr. Josef L. Hromadka, a member of the Executive Committee of the World 
Gouncil of Churches. He made the comments in an article outlining the 
problems and goals of the assembly published in the official news service 
Of the Protestant churches of Czechoslovakia. 


"Tf we fight tension in the world, we have to combat it in our midst," 
We remarked. "If we want to tear out the roots of the cold war between our 
Metions, we must first tear them out of our own hearts. The cold war 
Petween the churches and within them is going on, endowing the cold war 
between nations with the particularly dangerous dimensions of religious 
Gonsecration. 


"If we want to call statesmen and nations to cooperation, we have to 
Mooperate, first of all, on the platform of our churches. If our efforts 
are to contribute towards real reconciliation among men all over the world, 
Mic spirit of reconciliation and forgiveness must be apparent and powerful 
among us. 


"Until we overcome mistrust and suspicion, self-righteousness and pride, 
intolerance and hatred among ourselves," he added, “our activity must remain 
Mere hypocrisy." . 


Dr. Hromadka made it clear that @hristians must not presume themsclves 
better than others or judge them self-righteously. They must rather ask 
themselves how they are "to blame for the present situation of the world" 
Bnd what they have to do “to help create conditions in which human society 
and (individuals) may be able to live in the atmosphere of peace, mutual 
Grust and cooperation, spiritual health and joyful hope'l. © He added: 


"The needs and difficulties of contemporary society surpass the strength of 
individuals and individual churches. Only if the churches become aware of 
Gheir unity in faith in Jesus Christ can they become active agents in the 
Struggle for peace and genuine cooperation." 


Pointing out that the Prague assembly is deliberately seeking to "preserve 
mne elasticity and mobility of (a) working fellowship" and does not want to 
become "a new ecumenical institution", Dr. Hromadka said the conference is 
Mepen “for cooperation with all believing Christians who wish to enter our 
“Circle, from the Orthodox Church to churches and groups without any fixed 
Moematic, liturgical or organizational forme: 


The Czech theologian noted that while the Roman Catholic Church is not 
“@xpected to be represented at the assembly, it “is not because we would close 


, at 


| No. 11 - 17th March, 1961 | d 


our ranks against them". However, he addeds 


"Tt seems to us... that our relations with members of the Roman 
Catholic Church have not yet reached the state of making it possible 

for us to enter into such close and unqualified cooperation with them as 
exists between our churches... However, we should be grateful for their 
goodwill and for any advice they could offer us." EPS, Geneva. 


German Theologian Named To WCC Staff 


(Geneva) - A German theologian and former leader of the German Student 
Christian Movement has been named executive secretary of the Department 
On Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, 


Announcement of the appointment of Dr. Hans Jochen Margull, 45, of 
the theological faculty of the University of Hamburg, has been made at 
| WCC headquarters in Geneva. The appointment is effective immediately. 


Dr. Marguill has been university assistant (Universitdtsassistent) at 
Hamburg for the past five years and during 1960 was a lecturer (Privatdozent) 
Gn missions and ecumenics at the University. Harlier he was for two years 
>? the study secretary of the German Student Christian Movement 
Evangelische Studentengemeinde in Deutschland). 


In his new position Dr. Margull will supervise the WCC!'s study programme 
of world-wide evangelism. 


Dr. Margull received his doctorates degree in theology from Hamburg 
imUniversity in 1958, and his Master of Sacred Theology degree from The 
feBiblical Seminary in New York in 1950. He also attended the universities 
Myof Greifswald, Halle and Mainz in Germany. He is a member of the Evangelical 
PeChurch in Hessen and Nassau, Germany, and is the author of two books and 

| numerous publications. EPS, Geneva. 


feHousing Sought for African UN Delegates in New York 


| (New York) - The Protestant Council of the City of New York has deplored 
recent cases of discriminatory practices against African envoys to the 
United Nations who are seeking housing for their families in the city. 


The council has contacted all clergymen whose parishes are in the 
M’preferred" residential locale of UN delegates and has urged them to 
personally assist African representatives in locating housing., It has 


buildings and remind them of city's Fair Housing Practices Law, and to 
stress to their own parishioners the opportunity to welcome the delegates 
Nin a positive and outgoing manner", 


"We in Manhattan face a singular and unavoidable responsibility to 
practice true hospitality to.the stranger in our midst," the Rev. Austin 
| McRaven Warner, executive secretary of the council's Manhatten Division, 
wrote to the ministers. "Housing bias against Negro sitizens of this 
“Country is equally inexcusable and immoral, if not more srg! 


The letter pointed out that with the opening of the UN General 
Assembly and the expected arrival of some 60 African delegates from new 
/ member nations the clergymen's "duty becomes more imperative". 
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Meanwhile,the Committee of Religious Leaders of the City of New 
Work, .representing Protestants, Catholics and Jews, has also urged the 
Municipal Real Estate Board to recognize the need for making suitable 
housing available immediately for the African delegates. EPS, Geneve. 


Improved Christian-Buddhist Relations Sought 


(Rangoon) - A six-day consultation nimed at improving communication between 
Christians and Buddhists has been held in Rangoon, Burma. 


Christian leaders from three predominantly Buddhist countries - i 
Burma, Ceylon and Thailand - noted at the outset of the conference that " 
Bhere has been a tendency among Christians to think of evangelism more 
@e a call to teach Christianity to non-Christians rather than as an 
Opportunity to listen to what non-Christians hrve to say. ae 


Principal speakers included the Rev. U. Thettila, a Buddhist priest 
and former lecturer on Buddhism at Rangoon University; the Rev. Harry 
B. Partin of Geneva, staff member of the World Council of Churches' 
Division of Studies; the Rev. Victor Hayward of London, a secretary of the 
Pnternational Missionary Council; and U. Kyaw Than of Rangoon, a secretary . 
et the Bast Asia Christian Conference. EPS, Geneva, 


mourch of Scotland Statement on Polaris Missiles 


(Edinburgh) - Church of Scotland leaders, concerned about the furor over 
the establishment of a US Polaris-equipped submarine base at Holy Loch, 

Have called upon the government to take new initiatives to help prevent 

the necessity of sending the submarines on "exercises or missions which 

Might increase the danger of war", 


Meeting in spring session here the Commission of the church's Assembly 
Book the action in adopting a report originally scheduled to come before 
The Assembly at its May meeting. There was initially some doubt about 
Whether the statement should come before the meeting, which had an attend- 
@nce of 300 as compared with 1450 expected at the Assembly. However, 
Bpokesmen for three of the large presbyteries said the matter was so urgent 
Spat it was imperative to have immediate consideration of the report. A 
Majority vote decided that the report should be received, debated and voted ’ 
upon. 


The report as adopted firmly rejects unilateral renunciation of nuclear 
Beterrents, but calls upon the government to take new initiatives in arms 
weontrol and disarmament. 


It says further that the government should be prepared to strengthen 
Conventional forces, if this would reduce dependence on nuclear deterrents 
@nd ensure that the Polaris-equipped submarines would not be sent on 
Missions or cxercises which might jeopardize peace. 


The Rev. J. KR. Gray, Glasgow, convener of the Church and Nationa. 
Gommittee on Nuclear Armaments and the Polaris Missile, which prepared 
the statement, said the new base had "uncovered something like panic in 
the minds and hearts of many of our fellow countrymen, and the church has % 
mB duty to speak to this panic". 


-"Phey know the final government of the world is in God's hands," he 
Baid, “but there must b2 no complacency. That the Polaris and other 
Weapons of mens destruction should be manufactured at all should ye Ok Mb | 
With shame and horror ~ with half the world hungry, that such vast suns 
hould be spent in utterly wasteful fashion," 
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The Commission also asked the government to give new consideration 
4o sending "massive aid" to less developed countries, "even at considerable 
sacrifice on our part" and recommended that during the weeks preceeding 
Basterprayers for "pardon, guidance and grace in the present critical 
situation" should be offered in every parish church and that on Good 
Priday there should be special prayers for world peace and reconciliation. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Need for Local Ecumenical Cooperation Cited 


(Hamburg) ~ The future success of the ecumenical movement will not be bh 
decided at the top but at the lowest levels of local cooperation among fi 
the various religious bodies, a German Lutheran leader has told an ecumenical th 
worksto) here. f 


Bishop Heinrich Meyer of Lucbeck, chairman of the Lutheran World 
Federation's Commission for World Mission, said all large ecumenical 
conferences are 2 "dan erous self-deceit" unless they are paralleled by a 
mutual approach to the local practical situation at home by different 
denominations. 


Establishment of a prayer community among all Christians and coordination 
Sof various prayer observances was further advocated by Bishop Meyer. He 
suggested the latter might involve the World Council of Churches! Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity and the Roman Catholic Chair of Unity Octave, 
both observed January 18-25; and the World's Evangelical Alliance!s Universal 
Week of Prayer, usually held during the first week of January. 


Bishop Meyer's suggestion was viewed as particularly significant here 
because for the first time since 1942, those German Protestant churches 
which ordinarily participate in the WCC's Week of Prayer did not do so this 
‘year. Instead these churches scheduled their unity observances during the 
week preceding Whitsunday, May 14-20, the period during which the observances 
were neld from 1920 to 1941. EPS, Geneva. 


US Lutheran Church Votes for Four-Way Merger 


(Hancock, Mich) - Members of the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church of t 
Anerica (Suomi Synod) heve decided by a 77 per cent majority to merge with 
three other Lutheran bodies. 


The results of the referendeum conducted in the synod's congregations, Ue 
February 5-12 and announced last week, showed 8,321 votes in favour of the ie 
merger and 2,448 opposed. All but two of the church's 154 congregations if 
‘voted. Approval by two-thirds of the members voting was required. is 


The proposed merger will bring together the Suomi Synod, (36,000 members), 
Augustana Lutheran Church (605,000), the United Lutheran Church in America ji 
(2,477,000) and the American Evangelical Lutheran Church (24,000). The ‘ 
four bodies are expected to merge in June of 1962 into the Lutheran Church oe 
in America. EPS, Geneva. i 
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OC Preed to Adopt World Mission Concept 

Sydney) -~ The World Council of Churches will be asked to adopt the conception 
© a "world Christian nission" when it holds its Third Assembly in New 

leihi, India, November 18- December 6. 


A resolution containing the recommendation was adopted at the 15th 
Mnueal meeting of the Australian Council of Churches at the Gibulla conference 
@ntre in Menangle, west of Sydney, 

In moving adoption of the resolution, the Rev. Alan Walker, superintendent 
m@ the Central Methodist Mission here, told the 80 delegates of the eouncE iis 
Meaffiliated churches: 

"At Amsterdam we said 'we intend to stay together!'; at Evanston, we said 
me shall grow together'. The Third Assembly at New Delhi should declare, ‘We 
hall go one mission together. !" (The first and second assemblies of the 
ferld Council of Churches were held at Amsterdam and Evanston (USA), respectivel 


The resoluticn noted that the International Missionary Council will merge 
mth the World Council at the New Delhi assembly. 


"T+ could be that God will call His Church in a new way to world mission" 
Mm New Delhi, the resolution noted. "It may be that only through mission will 
fod be able to deepen the unity and renewal of His Church!’ 


Flected new council president at the four-day meeting was the Rt. Rev. 
r C. Watson, moderator-general of the Presbyterian Church of Australia and 
long a supporter of the ecumenical movement. He succeeds the Most Rev. R. 
Mm Halse, Anglican Archbishop of Brisbane. 


é 
j In other matters, Dr. Watson informed the delegates of improved relations 


between the churches of Russia and the West. 


x Pointing out thet while) the Russian Orthodox Church is not yet affiliated 
with the World Council, it sent observers to the wec's Central Committee 
Meeting at St. Andrews, Scotland, last August. He further noted that. the 
WCC's policies have helped... to "depoicon” relations between Russia and the 
West in church affairs. 

; The council also agreed to contribute £60,000 (US$180,000) 
Church aid programme of the: WCC fa 2961. lt further agreed to purchase 
property to establish a home for aged and needy White Russian refugees 
presently living in Sydney. Twenty-five refugees will be accepted immediately. 


+o the inter- 


Slam Seen Greatest Threat to Christianity in Africa 


(London) ~ Warnings of the growing menace of Islam on the African Continent 


ame from three quarters last week. 
Stephen Bayne, executive officer, ob ‘tas 
at 


® Speaking in London, Bish LeU Gas 
Iglam is the greatest threat to Christianity 


Anglican Communion, declared 
On the Continent. 


a 


op 
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Moslem missionaries are proving more adaptable than Ghristian missionaries 
Me said, and are preaching an austere monotheism which is finding wide accept= 


ance. 
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Bishop Bayne's warning was repeated in a speech, also in London, by 
me Rev. J. M. Burns, domestic chaplain to the Archbishop of Capetown. Mr. 
mens reported that he had seen a noticeable drift from Orthodox Christianity. 


Fe said it is) "being increasingly viewed as allied with Western domination 
he. Church in South Africa is being attacked openly and this main attack _ 
Maes from the resurgent forces of Islam. Africans are turning in ever 
morcasing numbers to this alien faith." 


Meanwhile last week in the United States, leaders of one of the major 
S Negro churches called upon their congregations to help send more Negro 
meacners and preachers to Africa to “counteract the islamic charge that 
Me1stianity is.a “white man's religion™, 


The 19 bishops of the 1,200,000-member African Methodist Epsicopal 
Burch in a message to the churches 5,000 congregttions declared that "since 
merly two thirds of the people (of Africa) are coloured this is our: great 
est. Our victory over Communism and Islam can be assured if we learn to 
mem racial discrimination..." HPS, Geneva. 


© Ba Herve COnmend rrestdent on School Aid Stand 


Washington, DC ) -~ The Baptist Joint Committec on Public Affairs representing 
@,000,000 Baptists in the United States, has commended President John F. 
manedy for his firm stand against Federal aid to sectarian schools. 


The committee, composedof representatives of the nation's six major 
f@ptist conventions, issued a statement following its semi-annual meeting 
ere which deéhared that the President is "worthy of special commendation" 
mr clearly recognizing "the basic importance of the principle of separation 
m church and state", 


“We are confident that Baptists in the United States are overwhalmingly 
mM agrcement with the views of the President to the effect that aid to 
Metarian institutions is clearly unconstitutional," the committee declared. 


"Such aid would be a. disservice to freedom and justice," it added. "It 
Mid start us on the road back into the tragic entanglement of church and 
Mate that has produced so much anguish and confusion if the course of human 
metory.'' 


Meanwhile, the Baptist group, along with Protestants and Other Americans 
Mited for Separation of Church and State (POAU), and the American dewish 
fOngress, urged Congress to reject demands for low-interest Federal loans to 
Varochial and other private schools. 


Spokesmen for the three groups appeared before the Senate Labour and 
Public Welfare Subcommittee which is considering an Administration bill 
Wthorizing US$2,298,000,000°in-Federal ‘funds for'public elementary and secomda: 
Chools. 

Representatives of the Roman Catholic Church have been pressing for an 
Mendment providing for US$350,000,000 in long-tern, low-interest loans 
Por construction of nonprofit private schools. 
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The Protestant and Jewish organizations represented at the Senate 
@aring contended that Federal loans at interest rates below the normal 
@pket clearly constituted aid and were therefore unconstitutional. 


‘While the President merely expressed his personal opinion that "across- 
he-board" loans to all private schools would be barred, White House aides 
aid Mr. Kennedy had consulted Government lawyers before expressing his 
@ews on the constitutionel question at a newSconference. BPS, Geneva. 


@rlin Remains Site for 1Oth Kirchentag 


Berlin) - The 10th biennial Kirchentag - or German Evangelical Shurch Day 
Meeress —- will be held in Berlin July 19-243 as originally planned, despite 
Me refusal of the Bast German Government to allow any public events to be 
@ld in the Soviet sector of the city. 


This decision was announced by Kirchentag officials March 10, after 
@peated negotiations with East German authorities, who had eon to permit. 
Me congress to be held in Leipzig. The church leaders said they turned 
@wn the offer because the Hast German Government "gave no guarantee that 
m the Jeading churchmen would be able to attend the meetings", 


Sa 23 


ningled out by some Hast German newspapers as "undesirable" were Bishop 
moo Dibelius of Berlin, and Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, among others. 
mechentag officials said restrictions against these churchmen would involve 
me church in giving up its unity and the community.of Evangelical Christians 
nh Scermany. 


Moreover, Hast German officials had offered entry permits for only 
@®,000 West Germans, 5,000 West Berliners and 1,000 overseas visitors if 
Me congress was to have been held in Leipzig, The London Times reported. 
me last Kirchentag, held in Munich in 1959, attracted some 500,000 persons! 


Church leaders decided to re-~cxamine the decision to hold the Kirchentag 
@ Berlin after Bast German officials refused permission to conduct some 
Ments in the Hastern sector. Hans Seigewasser, Undersecretary for. Church 
Meairs in Hast Germany, charged at the time that the churchmen had selected 
Mrlin as the site with "provocative intentions". (See EPS No. 3). 


Mr. Seigewasser also charged that the church had associated with 
Meitarism and thet the congress: would be misused for agitation against the 
Met —- Bast Germany, Poland and Czechoslovakia. in particular. 


The East German news agency ADN viewed the decision to hold the congress 


mM Berlin after.allas a sign of "the victory of the militaristic church group". 


However, Dr. Kurt Scharf, new-council president of the re lical Ghnurch 
n Germany (EKD), and head of the Kirchentag preparatory committee, explained 
Mat in making the decision church leaders followed "the road to which the 
fspel calls us, in peace with all men". 


Following the decision to hold the meetings in Berlin, the West Berlin 
Menate said it will respect and aid the congress in every way. It also 
Sepressed the hope that it would again attract Protestants throughout the 
sountry. EPS, Geneva. 
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The Ald-Africa Consultation on "The Mission of the Ohurch in Urban 
Africa", will be held near Nairobi, March 16-22. The consultation: is) pare 
of the Urban African Project. sponsored by the International Missionary 
Council and the All-Africa Church Conference. Participants will -come from 
CLELes) in. the Congo, Malagasy Republic, Ghana, Nigeria, Northern Rhodesia, i 
Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda and Egypt. An announcement said the consultationm 
is planned because of "a growing awareness on the part of many churches and 
missionary bodies that it is the urban areas which: hold the key to, the, 
Africa of tomorrow...where the greatest challenge to the missionary task of 
the Church is to be found... and where the work of the churches is often 
weakest". ; 


4 


* * * 


Professor Hans-Werner Gensichen of Heidelberg University has been 
appointed an associate director of the Theological Education Fund, an 
international, cooperative venture of some 12 denominations for the up-gradi 
of theological schools in Africa,<Asaajand Latin: América... Dr ¥ Geneichens 
whose headquarters will be in New York, will be responsible for a special- 
ized programme for the African ministry. 


* 5 alec 


A three-ton bell, bearing the inscription "And forgive Us Our Debts, 
As We Forgive Our Debtors", will be installed this summer in a chapel at 
the Dachau concentration camp near Munich, Germany. Funds for the bell 
were raised in a special campaign among Austrian Roman Catholics 
-initiatedby an Innsbruck locksmith, who was an inmate at Dachau. It will be 
installed at Agony: of.Christ Chapel, which was dedicated last summer as a 
memorial shrine for the victims of the Nazi era and especially for the 
thousands, mostly Jews, who were killed in the camp. 


* * * 


US Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (Democrat-Minnesota) has introduced 
a resolution in Congress to authorize and request the President to proclaim 
1961 as "Bible Anniversary Year's The senator noted that the Rheims- 
Duoay Bible used by Roman Catholics was issued in 1610, while the King 
James Versian used by Protestants appeared early in 1611. He said that 
the 450th anniversary of these two versions should be an occasion for 
rededication to Bible reading. 


4 é Bhd Beni cae 


. ‘Government: and ecclesiastical officials were among the crowds who 
filled the Cathedral Church of. St. Paul in Wellington, to attend the 
funeral of the former Anglican Primate and Archbishop of New Zealand, 

Dr. Reginald Herbert Owen, who died February 24. Dr. Owen, who was 73, 
had headed the Anglican community from 1952 until his retirement last, 
March because of poor health. 

EPS, thadieness . 
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[Episcopalians Urge End of Death Penalty 

| (Washington) - Episcopalians throughout the United States are being asked 
|to help create a climate of public opinion that will induce state legis- 
latures to abolish the death penalty. 


The request is ccntained in a 3l-page study paper which examines the 
theological and practical arguments against capital punishment. It has 
‘been published by the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
ifor distribution to dioceses throughout the country. 


The study paper insists that the death penalty violates Christian 
iteaching, brutalizes society and fails to deter crime. 


"To agitate against the evil of capital punishment," the document 
Maintains, "is part of the mission of the Church." 


It further declares that it is abhorrent to the Christian conscience 
ito out a man to death in a spirit of vengeance, since all human life is 
isacred and even the most depraved criminal continues to be thevobject of 
‘God's redemptive love. 
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"Tt is not for man to cut short his fellows! possibility of redemption 
mn this life,' it continues. 


The study paper criticises J. Edgar Hoover, director of the US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, for dismissing the arguments of opponents to capital 
punishment on the basis that they are protected individuals who are unaware 
of the acts committed by criminals. 


"With the aura of authority which surrounds such a public Pierre. ata 
remarks, "(Mr. Hoover's) unsupported assertion is devastating against a more 
enlightened penology, and in the eyes of politically-minded legislators 
outweighs all the careful statistical studies that have been made of the 
Question. The only compelling argument in rebuttal is an aroused and en- 
lightened public." 


The paper maintains that use of the death penalty actually stimulates 
the mentally ill to commit homocides for various psychological reasons, and 
the practice disrupts and impedes good government. 


Moreover, it continues, capital punishment also costs the taxpayers 
more than imprisonment because of the complex expenses involved in 
prolonged appeals of death sentences. 


Pointing out that justice is not infallible, the paper comments that 
innocent persons have at times been put to death, while judges,. juries and 
governors are placed under an unbearable moral burden when such penalties are 
administered, and when commutation of a death sentence is under considera- 
tion. 


The paper further insists that capital punishment is inconsistently 
administered. It contends that the death sentence is generally meted out 
to "the educationally underpriviledged, the members of minority groups, 
the mentally deficient, those medically insane but legally sane", 


Pointing out that criminals put to death are not always the most 
vicious, it contends that defendants who have enough wealth and influence 
to carry on lengthy appeals rarely pay the extreme penalty. 


"Numerous" documented cases have shown that innocent persons have 
been executed for crimes which later developments proved they did not 
commit, the paper noted. The execution of even one innocent man ise, 
"colossal, irremedial and final offense which must haunt the Christian's 
conscience". 


The paper therefore called upon Christians to organize their coneern . 
on the matter, and express their convictions to influence public policies 
and laws. BPS, Geneva. 


Episcopalians Discuss Future of Latin American Church 


(San Jose) - "Latin America is tomorrow's world, and to minster to that 
world which is going through great crises politically, economically and 


religiously, the Church must become thoroughly Latinized in every respect.'! 


This point was made clear by the Rev. Adrian Caceres, the only Latin 
priest in the Missionary District of Central America, at the Primary 
Gonvocation of the Episcopal Church in Central America, held here recently. 


a 
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Father Caceres said the Episcopal Church has a responsibility to reach 
university students, professional and working classes, and those who live 
Bnd work in rural areas. "Too often," he said, "churches seek to evangelize 
only the very poor, but it is absolutely vital to reach the new and rapidly 
erowing middle class." 


The Rt. Rev. David E. Richards, Bishop of the district, expressed the 
hope that this first convention for the five-country organization would do 
its part in planning wisely the foundation uyon which an indigenous church 
reflecting the history, culture, and temper of Central America will one day 
be built. 


"Concern for Latin America figured prominently in recent national 
elections in the United States," he noted. "Our church will go contrary 
to the major concerns of the nation if she does not see with new vision and 
with a new sense of responsibility the task which she has to perform in 
the world, and particularly in this hemisphere." 


Adoption of the Constitution and Canons for the District was a major 
item of business. The Rev. Robert Demery of Cuatemala was elected clergy 
delegate to the General Convention in Detroit, and Leo Gordon of Nicaragua 
was chosen lay delegate. 


The Missionary District of Central America, which was formed in 1956, 
embraces five countries and four distinct cultural groups. - The countries 
are Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. More 
than 40 lay delegates representing all the countries and groups, together 
with 21 clergy, met together for an intensive two-day study on progress 
and strategy for the District. The meeting was held in San José'!s historic 
Church of the Good Shepherd. HPS, Geneva. 


US School Aid Bispute Continucs 


(Washington) - President John F. Kennedy has appealed for harmony among 
religious groups as Protestant, Catholic and Jewish leaders continue to be 
divided in the current controversy of Federal aid to sectarian schools. 


Mr. Kennedy made the appeal in impassioned tones at a press conference 
as the Senate Labour and Public Welfare Subcommittee continued to hear 
testimony on the administration's bill authorising US$2,298,000,000 in 
Federal funds for public schools. 


Representatives of the Roman Catholic Church have been pressing for an 
amendment providing for US $450,000,000 in 1ong-term, low-interest loans 
for construction of nonprofit private schools. The request has drawn 
widespread opposition from Protestant leaders. 


The President told the news conference that "Catholic, Protestant 
and Jewish clergy are entitled to state their views" on the question of 
whether tho government should aid private schools with loans or tuition 
grants. However, he expressed the hope that they would not allow the 
controversy to endanger national unity. 

"T am very hopeful that, though there may be differences of opinion 
on this matter of Federal aid to education," said the President, "that 
when the smoke is cleared, there «ill continue to be harmony among the 
various religious groups in the country." 


ee oe 
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Mr. Kennedy noted that such harmony is especially needed "in a very 
difficult time in our country," since it is “an important ingredient of 
our national strength", 


Meanwhile, a Roman Catholic spokesman, Msgr. Frederick G. Hochwalt, 
assured the Senate subcommittee that the church claimed no authority to 
compel its members to support the hierarchy's stand in the school aid 
controversy. 


In response to a question from Representative Frank Thompson, Jr., 
‘the subcommittee!s chairman, Msgr. Hochwalt said that Catholics in Congress, 
like anyone else, are free to vote on the matter according to their 
personal convictions. rah 


However, he made it clear that the church is determined to use all 
legitimate political weapons to win Congressional approval of loans fer 
parochial and other private schools. 


Meanwhile, the Rev. Gerald E. Knoff, executive secretary of the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches (USAD). 
informed the subcommittee that his organization favours Federal aid to 
public schools and is opposed to grants to private institutions. 


While Dr. Knoff made it clear that he did not presume to speak for 
the 38,000,000 Protestant and Orthodox church members affiliated with the 
NCC, he added: 


"On basis of the pronouncements the council has already made, it is 
safe to say that most members of the general board take the position that 
Federal aid to our public schools is justified and that it already has been 
too long delayed." 


Making it clear that he was not speaking only of parochial schools, 
Dr. Knoff cited three dangers involved if "any substantial aid" was given 
to private institutions. 


They follow: 


"One -- The possibility of utilization by those seeking to avoid 
desegrated public schools in order to build segregated private schools 
with public funds would be present. 


"Two -- Remembering past precedents, our general board would feel sure 
that aid would almost certainly be used as a precedent for more direct 
and more substantial forms of aid to parochial schools, thus diverting hat 
rather than increasing the already inadequate resources available for 
public education. 


"Three -- This type of aid would, therefore, encourage the development a 
and expansion of several competing systems of sectarian School atom emke ks 
entirely possible that Congress could pass legislation whose practical 1 
results would be the shattering of the American public school system as we 
know it today." 


The subcommittee also heard from Robert HE. Yan Deusen, Washington iW 
secretary of the National Lutheran Council!s Division of Public Relations, a 
who expressed the fear that Federal loans for parochial schools could We 
lead to ‘a fragmentation of American culture along religious lines", ‘ 
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Mr. Van Deusen said further that Lutherans believed that public 
pubsidies "force individual citizens to contribute to the finanoial 
support of a faith with whose tenets they do not agree", 


US Lutherans operate a schools system in which more than 150,000 
pupils are enrolled. More than 80 percent of these schools are operated 
py the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, which is not affiliated with the 
Hational Lutheran Council, EPS, Geneva. 


Is Presbyterians Study Massive Unemployment 


Wew York) - The general secretary of the Board of Missions of the United 
Wesbyterian Church, USA, has urged the creation of special subcommittees 
pO deal with the human needs arising from unemployment. 


The official, Dr. Kenneth G. Neigh, made the request this week in a 
wetter addressed to executives and chairmen of national missions committees 
Mm the denomination's 44 synods and their presbyteries. 


The committees, he said, should determine conditions within their 
younds, determine existing facilities for job-training and job-finding, 
Imvite cooperation from other denominations and implement "specific action" 
rogrammes,. 


Dr. Neigh contended that the church has a Noreater responsibility" than 
the government in dealing with the human needs reflected by unemployment 
fagures. 


mfhe church must express this concern for the man losing his skill 
Ghrough idleness and his courage through forced leisure," he said. While 
it cannot solve the problems of unemployment and automation alone, it "should 
Begin to play its proper role in meeting them", 


In addition to the development of programmes to meet local and area 
aeeds, the church must meet a responsibility of studying the causes of human 
suffering and seek adequate and equitable remedies, he continued. 


The proposed subcommittees should obtain the facts on local and area 
Inemployment by consulting with trade and industrial associations, labour 
Weaders, public welfare agencies, chambers of commerce and similar 
Organizations. 


Cited as examples of how churches might deal with the problems of 
Unemployment were programmes recently developed in West Virginia and Delaware. 


In West Virginia, congregations near the mining area of Whitesville 
helped rescttle miners and their families. In Wilmington, Delaware, churches 
in non-depressed communities helped to find work for unemployed workers 
from other areas. EPS, Geneva. 


Australian Churches Score Government Unemployment Policies 

(Sydney ) - The Austrlian Council of Churches has forwarded a resolution 
Strongly censuring the government!s policies on unemployment to the Acting 
Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon J. McHwen. 


The resolution, ddopted by 70 delegates to the Council's annual 


by the government to what they termed "the human tragedy in our midst", 
in estimated 71,000 persons or 1.7 per cent of the country's total work 
force is unemployed. 


"We regard as scriously wrong the assumption which appears to lie 
behind actions taken by the Government, - namely that the crisis could be 
geequately dealt. with by restrictive action directed towards particular 
tndustries, resulting in unemployment, without sufficicnt acceptancesof 
Responsibility for those concerned," the resolution declares. 


"Australia's economic crisis arises from moral as well as political 
and economic causes. Because greed, selfishness and wasteful extravagance 
ac widespread among us all, regardless of whether we are employers or 


emplyces, every citizen shares some responsibility for the present situation." 


wrhe great evil of the depression years," it continues, "is that the 
public got used to the idea of an unemployment pool. It would seem that 
the Government is almost prepared to accept this concept again as a weapon 
against inflation." 


The resolution calls upon the government to "seek ways of laying the 
burden of recovery from inflation more squarely on the whole community.... 
Mether than on a limited section as in the present instance." 


"It is always the smaller people who are affected by any cconomic 
isis,” said the Rt. Rev. J. S. Moyes, Bishop of Armidale, in moving the 
Pesolution. "This motion is simply asking the Government to sce the value 
Of our people much more clearly." HPS, Geneva. 
; 


Muth Africa Church Supports Aparthied 
(Pretoria) ~ The Synod of 450 delegates of the Dutch Reformed Church of 


ifrica ( Hervormde Kerk) - smallest of the several Dutch Reformed bodies 
Mm South Africa - has reaffirmed the church's present policy that only 


Whites may be admitted to its membership. 


It took the action following an intense three-day debate provaked by 
a proposal to appoint a special commission to decide whether Article three 
Gf the church's principles, which discriminates between white and non-white 
Was Pom Line with the seripiures, 
‘ The proposal was made by Professor A. S. Geyser, member of the 
Mieological faculty of the predominantly Afrikaans University of Pretoria, 
and one of the eleven authors of a recent book "Delayed Action" which has 
Been critical of the government's racial policies. 


. The Rev. A. J. Oosthuizen chairman of the Synod, speaking from the 
chair, bitterly attacked the suggestion accusing Professor Geyser of 
arrogance and of placing the thurch in an invidious position. He said the 
Professor had started the agitation at a time when both the eaurch and the 


Wation had their backs to the wall and were "fighting for self preservation", 


The Synod agreed that the ohurch's office holders must adhere to 
official church policy and never express themselves on the race issue except 
at Synod sessions or ministers! or presbytery meetings. At the same time, 
it told Professor Geyser it would give him seven days to "think over" 


meeting, takes issue with what church leaders consider a too limited approach 
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mticle three and that if at the end of that time he did not find himself 
H agreement with it, he would be asked to resign. It handed the same 
dtimatum to Professor A. Van Sclms, another one of the authors of 
Delayed Action" who supported his colleague‘s proposal before the Synod. 


in-moving the motion to reaffirm Article Three, the Rev. C. L. 
endenberg stressed that the church is "morally bound to see that law and 
@der are maintained in the country" and that the best way to do this was 
mrough the separation of the races. 


Article three favours the establishment of "different churches for 
@iterent nationalitics", because, -it says, the Christian cause is "best 
erved that way", 


The 182,000-member Hervormde Kerk was represented at the consultation 
est December on race relations convened by the World Council of Churches 
md was the only one of the eight participating churches to reject outright 
me consultation statement which protested against racial discrimination, 
md declared that "no one who believes in Jesus Christ may be excluded from 
my church on the grounds of his colour or his raco", (See BPS No, CAB, 1960) 


Harlier an estimated 500 students at Pretoria University held a meeting 
® denounce the statement of the December: consultation. 


Student speakers emphasized that the policy of racial equality 
Bvocated by the consultation completely contradicts the teachings of the 
Bitch Reformed Church of South Africa over the past 100 years. 


| Tie card such valpolicy wouldviedd to “the extinction of white 
meelization in South Africa". and that segregation of the races was the 
ely solution. "We don't want to wipe out the blacks," said one student 
beaker, "but we must remove them entirely from the white arcas and thus 
msure our own future for generations. Giving the native the right to 
Bte and other privileges as suggested (by the consultation) would be the 
Beinning of the end...." 


Warlier Professor Ben Marais of the Faculty of Theology of Pretoria 
mrversity, writing in Kerkbode, official journal of the Dutch Reformed 
hurches in South Africa, declared that while he did not object to the 
Blicy of having distinct Kuropean and African churches, no person should 
® excluded from a church on the grounds of colour or race. 


"Phe story of the tower of Babel is not the last word," he wrote. 
here is also Pentecost. At Pentecost the differences were not abolished, 
me they were transcended. That is why we confess the communion of saintss 
met is the Church." BPS, Geneva. 
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mw York. Churches Survey Ministry to Puerto Rican Emigrants 


New York) ~ More than twice as many Puerto Ricans and other Spanish-speaking 
Migrants to New York City join Pentecostal churches thanother denominations. 


This is the conclusion of the most comprehensive study ever made of the 
Botestant ministry to the estimated 840,000 Puerto Rican and other Spanish 
peaking persons in New York City, relcased last week by the city's 
motestant Council. 
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The inch-thick, 148-psge document based on an 18-months study snows 
fmt of the Newcomers surveyed 32,159 are members of Penteccstal groups 
Mereas only 13,667 belong to other denominations. The report also 

wed that some 250 Protestant Spanish-speaking churches have sprung up 
Pthe city's Puerto Rican neighbourhoods and that "almost all ere led by 
Gdigenous leaders and the vast majority arc self-supporting". 


ia 


The Rev. Leland Gartrell, exccutive secretary of the Council department 
Bach made the survey, pointed out that Protestant churches in Puerto Rico 
re generally more conservative than in the US., which accounts in part 
for the attraction of Pentecostal bodies to first-generation Puerto Ricans 
m the city. Also, he said, the Puerto Rican Pentecostal churches conduct 
mrvices and other activitics in Spanish, another appeal for new arrivals. 


, The report notus that the “united parish approach" to helping the 
Mwcomers has becn slow, but a Council spokesman said the Protestant churches 
feel the need to work together" in providing for the newcomers nd that a 
uncil of Spanish-speaking churches "is in the process of formation" and 
mil be affiliated with the Protestant Council, EPS, Geneva. 


few English Bible Becomes Immediate "Best-Seller" 


London) - The demand for the New Testament portion of the New English Bible 
fs so great that the publishers began printing nearly 500,000 more copics 
Mortly after the initial 1,000,000 went on sale March 14. 


& spokesman for England's largest book store chain, W. H. Smith & Son, 
Hid that the new translation had become an immediate best-seller and that 
Pome branch stores were sold out in 30 minutes. 


The new translation, issued by Cambridge and Oxford University Presses, 
Ms the work of an interdenominational committee of Biblical scholars 
Bprescnting 11 major groups in the British Isles. The Old Testament and 
Mpocrypha are expected to be completed in about six years. 


The Archbishop of York, Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, who will be enthroned 
BS the Archbishop of Oanterbury in June, commented thet the new Bible will 
felp readers to "understand the Bible better and feel the power of its 
fessage". 


But amid widespread acclaim, The London Daily Mail expressed the fear 
Hat the King James Version of 1611, "a unique and glorious possession of the 
Blish speaking peoples," may "now be discarded", 


Meanwhile, The Communist London Daily Worker complained: "The beauty 
ind power, the earthy 17th Century prose have been replaced by merely competent 
Sriting which ranges in chearactcsr from that of a report in The Times (of 
London ) to thet of current advertising copy". 


Use of the new translation has been at least tenporarily prohibited 
Anglican churches under the jurisdiction of Dr. Benjamin Pollard, Bishop 
Sodor 2nd Man, who said the contemporary English may be acceptable for 

Brivate reading, "but it is not sufficiently good language for-public 
Morship, 2s it lacks rhythm and a sense of awe." EPs, Geneve. 
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orwegian Woman Qualifies for Ordination 

Oslo) - The Norwegian Government has accepted and endorsed the application 
€ a 59-year-old grandmother to serve as the country's first ordained woman 
mstor in the State Luthcran Church. 


Mrs. Ingrid Bjerkas, who made several unsuccessful attempts to gain 
Rdination, qualified by being approved for the pastorate at Berg and 
lorsken in the far northern district of Tromsé in the Diocese of North 
alogalend. 


The diocesan bishop, the Rt. Rev. Alf Wiig, had stated that he will 
extend a hearty welcome to any woman pastor." 


However, six other bishops, including Primate Johannes Smemo of Oslo, 
lave issued a joint statement warning that the government's authorization 
fi Mrs. Bjerkas! ordination has made a "conflict" now "“Ninescapable". 

The bishops declared they would not accept women pastors or cooperate 
hn their ministries for reasons of Christian conscience, and they predicted 
fhat such ordinations "will lead to much distress and serious discord wn 
mr church", 


Last year, Mrs. Bjerkas was turned down as a candidate for five vacant 
Jastorates in the Diocese of Hamar, where Bishop Kristian .Sohelderup had 
sxxpressed his willingness to ordain women. 


"According to Norwegian law," Bishop Schelderup said, “women and 
hen have the same right to apply for a post as pastor. Considering the 
present shortage of pastors in our church, there is reason to be grateful 
that a women theologian has offered to serve in 4 post for which no man 
has applied. Female pastors have their natural place in our church and , 
in my opinion, they also will be able to add new strength to our church 
mite." : 


While Norwegian law has pernuitted women to serve as pastors for more 
than 20 years provided the parish council consents, the issue has been 
debated throughout the Scandinavian countries for many years. The 
controversy has continued in Sweden and Denmark even after the first 
momen ministers were ordained there. The State Lutheran Church Assembly 
in Finland has postponed action on the question. EPS,, Geneva. 


Catholic Bishops of Poland To Issue New Pastoral Letter 


(Warsaw) —~ The Roman Gatholic episcopate of oland has drafted a pastoral 
Better, expected to be read in 411 churches within the next two weeks, in 
of a new flare-up between church and government authorities. 


Gy 


the wake 
(See EPS, No. 10) 

While high church sources refused to divulge the contents of the letter, 
they left no doubt that the document clearly deals with church-state difference 
The letter reportedly is not expected to show any abatement from the firm 
position of Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, who has accused the government of 
Bttempting to turn the Polish people to atheism and bring the church into 


contempt and disrepute. 
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The letter, which is expected to be read from Polish pulpits on Paln 


or Kaster Sundays, was drafted at a recent meeting of all of..the country's 
Catholic bishops held at Cardinal Wyszynski's palace near Warsaw. 


Wladislaw Gomulka, first sccretary of the Polish United Workers! 
(Communist) Party, pushed the church-state issue into the forefront of 
the campaign leading to Polish elections April 16 in a recent. speech. 


Mr. Gonulka charged that the Polish hierarchy wes following anti- 
government directives from Rome Which would lead the church into 
Npersecution and martyrdom", 


While he denicd th=t the church was being persecuted in Poland, Mr. 
Gomulka warned the clergy that the state demands their loyalty as 


mecitizens as well as obedience to its laws. 


A short time later, Cardinal Wyszynski, speaking at a Lenten retreat, 
denied that the Polish hierarchy takes orders from Rome. The primate 
Said the only directive of the Vatican was that the Polish church manage 
ats own affairs. 


Meanwhile, Vatican Radio reported that financial burdens imposed by 
Boe gfOvernment are creating new difficulties for the Polish church. It 


psaid the official government newspaper, Monitor Polski, has announced that 


Necclesiastical institutions are to be considered as private institutions 
and taxed up to 65 percent of their investments". 


“his arrangement, which is retroactive and is held to apply for the 


@past 10 years," the station said, “will make it practically impossible for 


the church in Poland to undertake any building projects", EPS, Geneva. 


Us Negro Baptists Plan "Miniature Peace Corps" 


’ (New York) - A three-man commission of the largest Negro Baptist convention 
Ss 


e 
in the United States has left New York to establish a'™miniature peace corps" 


on Liberia. 


The delegation of the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., which has 
a membership of 5,000,000 hopes to acquire 5,000 acres of farmland on which 
young American Negroes will be encouraged to scttle, become Liberian 
citizens if they so desire, and aid in the country's economic development. 

The project, which has the support of the Libcsrian consulate in New 
York, was recommended by the convention's president, Dr. Joseph H. Jackson 
of Chicago, and was adopted by the body's executive board in 1959. 


At the commission's departure, Dr. Jackson noted that his denomination 
has had missionaries in Liberia for years, "but our missionary programme 


Imust of necessity change, and we want to channel some mission money into 
Bnew fields", 


Meanwhile, David M. Thomas, consul general of Liberia, expressed 
personal satisfaction "to see this thing materialize", and indicated that 
any number of volunteers would be welcome. He pointed out that his 
country has a sparsely settled interior, with a population Or 921500, 000 
on its 44,000 square miles, and has fertile land for growing rubber and 
eoffec. 
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Dr. Jackson said applicants will not be asked if thcy are Baptists. 
An effort will rather be made to interest US Christians who are specialists 
in farming and light industry to settle on the new property and aid the 
country economically so that the Christian witness will be more cffective. 
EPS, Geneva. 


'Church-State Tension Noted by East Gorman Bisho 


(Berlin) - A leading East German Protestant leader has expressed anxiety 
Over @ government policy statement which insists that children in the Bast 
pone must be brought up "in the spirit of socialist ideology and monality". 


The concern was cxpressed by Bishop Fricdrich-Wilhclm Krummacher of the 


evenselical OQhurch of Pomerania, in a letter written last November to 
Walter Ulbricht, chairman of the Council of State of the German Democratic 
Republic. The decision to make the lctter public was made at a recent 
meeting of the Synod of the Evangelical Church of Saxony in Halle. 


Bishop Krummacher drafted the letter to clarify the Shristian position 
to ideological trends in the East German Government after Mr. Ulbricht 
issued the policy statement dealing with, among other things, the question 


Of marriage and the fanily and the relation of the state to religious hodies. 


Expressing anxiety over the position that children must be brought 
mp according to the tenets of socialist morality, Bishop Krummacher 
ansisted that, whatever their duty to the state, Christians are bound to 
Bear their families.in line with the vows made at baptism. 


The church leader also expressed concern over the government's position 


that there is no opposition between @hristianity and the humanist aims of 
Bocialism, since this can only be understood, he said, in terms of the 
government's basic tenet that "in matters of principle concerning the 
theory and practice of S@ialism, we will not yield an inch'', 


Pointing out that the government is using every means possible to 
Pirorce sociglist ideology on its citaacns inline with this principle, 
Bishop Krummacher said the process may be gradual but it means that the 
power of the state is used exclusively to promote Marxist materialism, 


Noting a huge gulf between this ettitude and what Christians mean 
by tolerance and humanism, the bishop contended that it is a "fact that 
Christian citizens are constantly exposed to inner conflicts, if in their 
Gaily occupations and their political action, they have to approve a 
humanism and socialism which are indissolubly bound up with atheist 
ideology and which has the whole power of the state behind it". 


Bishop Krummacher also took issue with the government's position 
that church members can "look after their religious concerns in church", 
In reply, he made it clear that "the faith of a Protestant Christian is not 
Pestricted to a church building or to a church service", 


The Christian's faith is bound to find practical expression through 
word and deed, he contended, "and through openly confessing his belicfs in 
contacts with other people, especially in the family andin his work, apart 
Sfrom actual worship in the churches", EPS, Geneva. 


Le 


Regret Expressed on Berlin as Kirchentag 


(Berlin) - Three’ Berlin theclogians have expressed their regret that the 
POth biennial Kirchentag - or German Evangelical Church Day Congress - will 
@ held here July 19 - 23 as originally planned, rather than in Leipzig. 


The decision was announced by Kirchentag officials after repeated 
mesgotiations with Kast German authorities, who had agreed to permit the 
Pongress to be held in Leipzig. The church leaders said they turned down 
mie offer because the East German Government "gave no guarantee that all re 
Beading churchmen would be able to attend the meetings", (See EPS No.11) 


‘ 


However, Dr. Meinrich Vogel, Dr. Martin Fischer and Dr. Karl Kupisch 
ent an open letter to Kirchentag officials describing the decision as an 
Merror of judgement’, 


The Berlin theologians contended that Kirchentag officials missed 
eehe great opportunity for evangelism which would have offered itself 
m@ the Kirchentag was held in Leipzig". 


The decisive point in selecting the site should not have been the a 
Pesurance that all West German church leaders would be granted entry 
masas, the letter insisted, but whether it would have given opportunities 
mr evangelism "not only among Christians, who are exposed to temptations 
ma persecution, but also among atheists and Communists". 


"Of course we, like you, wish that the East German Government had not 
Bisisted in principle on refusing entry visas to certain persons,” it 
Bontinucd. "But could not the church have adopted a somewhat less rigid i: 
@totitude than the state? Would that not have proved a great blessing in 
Mmiproving relations between church and state? Has not a great opportunity ; 
fere too been missed?" | ag 


East German authorities reportedly singled out as "undesirable" Bishop 
Soto Dibelius of Berlin, Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, West German Army 
Bishop Hermann Kunst, and Dr. Helmut Thielicke, rector of the University 
o Hamburg. 


+ 
4 


‘ Pastor Heinrich Giesen, theological general secretary of Kirchentag, 
fas enphasized that it was impossible to organize such an event at which i 
B bishops were to be admitted. This, he said, is not a "question of honour,” | Hi 
mat "a question of faith". 


Meanwhile, the East German press has accused Kirchentag officials of 
having dealt a blow “into the face of the overwhelming majority of 
Protestant Christians who regarded the offer for holding a congress of peace 
in Leipzig as a generous gift of the East German Republic". 


The East German press further charged Kirchentag officials had: . Ay 
Pejected the government's offer solely "for the sake of a few NATO theologians ' 
mod in order to increase tensions in and around Berlin". 


¢ West German newspapers have hailed the decision to hold the congress " 
in Berlin as proof that the church would not stand being pressured by i 
political forces. EPS, Geneva. pee: 
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Bestaat) Every nation shares the guilt for the fate suffered by the 
gews during the Nazi era, a leading German church leader hes contended 
Gn an article dealing with the forthcoming trial of Adolph Bichmann,. 


Wy 


ja 


Provost Heinrich Grtiber, who is credited with saving the lives of many 
Jews during the Ares said in Darmstadt's Stinne der Gemeinde thet no 
Country provided adequate immigration quotas for Jews secking refuge 


Sars 


Mrom the Nazis. ie e) | 
= . wane 

4 WAt that time," the provost naintained, "we knocked at the door of 

mamost every government, or askod our friends to do so. But apart from 


individuel cases, no help.was forthcoming." 


“ 
{ The churchs leader also ‘eriticized the West German Government for 
Bllowing nany of Hichmann's "colleagues" to remain in important positions; 
He contended that since the German church issued the Stuttgert Confession . 
q Matis 2n 1945,°3t has “declammed “more than it -has* acted". ; a 
4 "We can only hope that all of us, both Gormans and non-Gernans, will a 
ee our co-responsibility as we follow (the Bichmann) trial," he ne 
vddeds: “ BPS, Geneva. ¢ 
; t : 


Maury To Head WCC Information Department wy 
| Re: 
Beeneva .) - M. Philippe Maury, general secrctcry of the World Student % 
Bhristian Federation, has been named director of the Departmens:.of - € 
mntormation of the World Council of Churches. ~- > 

Announcement of the appointment effective April 17, has been made at : 
World Council headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. He succeeds the Rev. # 
@ohn Garrett, who headed the Department from the time of its formation in % 
2954 until his resignation in September, 1900. Ka 
4 A layman, M. Maury has headed: the WSCF since 1949. Earlicr he served * 
for five years (1945- 1949) a8 kts Secretary. }-Following. the war he was for B 
one year on the private start of the Ministur of Information of France. a 
Be is 2 graduate of the University of Montpellicr and the University of s 
Mmeris and is the author of "Evangelism and Politics", criginally written By - 
On Knglish and now translated into Prench 2nd German. He also served as 1 
or since 1950 ef The Student World, official WSCF publicstion. ce 

Se Es 
® » Named to succee i M. Maury as WSCEF gcneral secretary has been the Py 
Rev. Waldo Galland, a Urugunye in, who has been the Federation's associate jain 
Boneral scerctary since 1956. An ordained minister of the Waldensian My 
Baurch of Uruguay, Mr. Galland carlicr served for five years as WSCF . i 
Secretary with special responsibility for work in Latin Amcrics. Before - 
Moving to Geneva, he was a pastor of a’church in Beunos Aires, Argentina. P 


pucceeding Mr.Gallend as associate general seercteary is Miss Elisabeth «fe 
Baler of Magdeburg, East Germany, who has been a staff member for several 
y BPS, Geneva. 
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Hilfswerk, the relief agency of the Swiss Protestant churches, has 
announced its plan to extend its work to under-developed countrics 
abroad. Its activitics have been chiefly confined to Burope in the past.§ 
At a special moecting of representatives of the Swiss Protestant Church 
Federation in Bern, it was agreed that Hilfswork will undertake these 
new projects in close coopsration with the Swiss Missionary Council... Its) 
Buropean programme will also be mointained. 


aS ee 


eee ae AEST 


The Rt. Rev. Charles Muhoro Kareri, 60, a Kikuyu tribesman, has been 
installed as the first African Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa. The new Moderator was brought up in 
a pagan family, but was converted as a boy when he was attracted by. singirz 
of a mission choir while tending his father's sheep and goats near a 
Kikuyu reserve. He succecds the Rt. Rev. R. Macpherson who is retiring 
after 27 years work in Kenya. 

*¥ * * 


Two southern US universitics made news last week with opposite 
positions on the integration of Negro students. Duke University,, 2 
Methodist institution in Durham, N.C., announced it will admit Negroes 
for the first time to its graduate and professional schools next Septenbel 
1. Students at Emory University's College of Arts and Sciences, Atlanta 54 
Ga., however, in’an (unofficial tally, votud by, ai narrow ATO" to 445 toy hee 
the campus segregated. The vote was in contradiction to a recent 
editorial in the campus newspaper which demanded the admission of Negros 
Nas aoon as Ltiie legally andi practically feasable™. 


as * * | 


Announcenent has been made of the resignation of Dr. Bengt Hoffman @ 
as director of the Lutheran World Feder:tion's Department of World Servig 
effective October 1, The A47-ycar-old Swedish clergymen will have complet 
five yoare as a BenLon ots Lela .ot Lwr/Ws which has a $1.6 million annual 
programme of inter-church aid and refugee relief. Dr. Hoffman plans te 
do post-graduate study. in the United States bofore taking up another post 


* * * 


The Hon. Chester Bowles, Under Secretary of State, will address the 
first National Consultation on US Immigration Policy called by the Netion 
Council of Shurches. The Consultation, April 13-14 in Washington, D.Cey 
will also hear other prominent government and church leaders. The progra 
will include four workshops dealing with the social, physical and psychol 
ical “aspects of, migration and the churches! role in dealing with them. 
A fifth will study US immigration laws and the quota system. The consuls 
tation is one of » suerics planned in several countries in advance of the 
first World Council of Churches! conference on migration, June 11-16; 
near Geneva, Switzerland, EPS, Geneva. 
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EMBARGO: The Pentecost message is 

for release after April 2 (Easter) and 
WCC ISSUES 1961 before May 21, 1961 (Pentecost or 
PENTECOST MESSAGE Whitsunday). 


(Geneva) - "Jesus Shrist, the Light of the World" is the theme of the annual 
Pentecost message issued by the presidents of the World Council of Churches. 
Pentecost Sunday falls on May 21 this year. 


The theme is the same as that of the Council's third world assembly 
Which will be held in New Delhi, India, from November 18 to December 6. 
The message distributed to the World Council of Churck?s! 178 Anglican, 
Orthodox, and Protestant members says that "At the centre cf our delibera- 
tions will be the absorbing purpose of agreeing upon our common Christian 
task", 


The message is signed by the World Council's five presidents. They 
ares Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Methodist Church, Buenos Aires, Argen- 
tina; Bishop Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin and Brandenburg, Evangelical 
Church in Germany; Archbishop Iakovos, Greek Orthodox, New York, USA, 
Metropolitan Mar Thoma Juhanon, Mar Thoma Syrian Church, Tiruvella, India; 
and the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, Protestant Episcopal Church, Boxford, 
Mass. Dr. John Baillie of the Church of Scotland, the Council's sixth 
President, died last fall. 


"This is an opportunity to demonstrate that this great light already 
Bhines' and that it dispels the darkness in and around us. For it is in 
the unity of living, praying, working, speaking together that the churches 
must show their desire and readiness to reflect the one Light of the World. 
And all congregations can participate in this by their study of the Bible 
and their prayer in relation to the Assembly themes," the message declares. 


The World Council presidents call attention to St. Peter's sermon at 
the first Pentecost in which he stressed the power of the Holy Spirit to 
transform believers into witnesses. "Thus at the very beginning it becomes 
Clear that the Church in history is by its very nature a company of men 
and women who are called to render witness to God's act of salvation in 
Christ. 


"Today we need this reminder about the central task of the Church. A 
world of conflict and darkness, in ee there is so much lack of clear 
mor and real hope, needs to hear the message of reconciliation and : 

renewal of life een which the Church began on Pentecost, 
qt nee aE a Church which witnesses to the present activity of the Holy 
Spirit by its peace-making, its concern for man and need, its evangelism, 
and by manifesting its God-given unity," 


Pentecost or Whitsunday is observed by many churches as a day to 
Btress the witness and wholeness of the Church of Christ. It comes fifty 
days after Easter and commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit to 120 
believers gathered in Jerusalem Arlen wehe «resurrection. 1b) 18 described 
in the second chapter of Acts. 


(See Document appended for full text of the 1961 Pentecost message 
from the World Council of Churches! presidents. ) EPS, Geneva. 


Dutch Reformed Church Withdraws from World Council 


(Geneva) - The Dutch Reformed Church of Africa (Hervormde Kerk van Afrika) has 
@ecided at its Synod on March 21 to withdraw from the World Council of 
Churches. 


Delegates of this church had participated in the consultation of 
World Council member churches in December in Johannesburg, but had not 
Subscribed to the statement adopted by more than eighty percent of the 
delegates present. 


The Hervormde Kerk is one of the smaller Dutch Reformed Churches and 
Mot one of the federated Dutch Reformed Churches. Its constitution states 
shat white members only can belong to the church. The Johannesburg 
Consultation had stated that "no one who believes in Jesus Christ may be 
excluded from any church on the grounds of his colour or his race", 


However, an active minority in the Hervormde Kerk has constantly 
Protested against the racial exclusiveness of their church. Several of the 
Contributors to the much discussed book "Delayed Action" with its strong 
emphasis on a fully ecumenical concept of the Church and its repudiation 
Of racial exclusiveness belong to the Hervormde Kerk. 


In the meantime another church in South Africa, the Moravian Church 
in the Western Cape Province, including white and non-white members, has 
@pplied for membership. The church's history goes back to the time of the 
Missionary pioneering of German Moravians in the 18th century. It has 10,500 
adult members, and six European and 20 Coloured ministers and maintains a 
theology seminary. I+t became independent on June_l, 1960. EPS, Geneva. 


a 
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Bviscopvalians To Consider Inter-Communion with Three Churches 


a 


(New York) - Full intercommunion between the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the USA and three overseas churches which split from the Roman Catholic 
Church around the turn of the century will be recommended to the shurch!s 
General Convention when it meets in September. 


Dr. Charles D. Kean, of Washington, D.C., secretary of the Convention's 
Joint Commission on Approaches to Unity, said the group will urge "mutual 
recognition and reciprocity" with the Philippine Independent Church, the 


"Spanish Reformed Church and the Lusitanian Church in Portugal. 


This would mean that clergymen of each church would be permitted to 
celebrate Holy Communion at each others! altars, and members of each body 
could receive sacraments from the others! clergy. EPS, Geneva. 


Stable Labour System Sought for Nairobi 


(Nairobi) - The Nairobi Government is currently seeking to lead the area 
from relying on migrant workers for industry to the establishment of a state 
labour system, 


This point was made clear by R. E. Luyt, permanent. secretary to the 
Ministry of Labour, in an address to the All-Africa Conference on the 
Mission of the Ghurch in Urban Africa. 


Co-sponsored by the International Missionary Council and the All-Africa 
Church Conference, the consultation was held in the belief that one of the 
greatest challenges facin. the church in Africa is in the fast-growing, 
erucial urban areas. 


Mr. Luyt told jJelegates that three things are .¢ssential if a stable 
labour system is to be established. The minimum wage must be adequate Bove 
man to support his family; adequate housing must be available; and social 
security must. be provided for those who leave rural areas for work a 
urban communitics. 


At the same time, Mr. Iuyt pointed out that the Government has a duty 
to develop agriculture and to stop the drift from farm areas. "We must 
make:them feel that it is worthwhile for them to stay in agriculture," 
he said. 


The government official disclosed that more than a third of those 
who have applicd for work at labour exchanges had never helduijobs betore. 
He noted that unemployment among young people was "quite alarmingly big". 


Conference delegates aimed at spotlighting points of need in urban 
work and at sharing experiences and insights. Main consultant was the 
Rev. Emerson Smith of Chicago, who was "lent" by the Board of Christian 
Social Concerns of The Methodist Church in the United States. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Vietnam Bars Missionaries 


(Saigon) - A fifty year period of unrestricted entry by Protestant 
missionaries into Vietnam has come to an end, according to a report 
published by the Far East News Service. 
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The service reports that new missionaries of the Southern Baptist and 
‘the Mennonite churches and of the Wycliffe Translators and Worldwide 
Evangelization Crusade have been denied entry visas. Further, it Said, 
veteran missionaries of the Christian and Missionary Alliance presently 
on furlough will not be permitted to return to their work, 


Reasons for the government's action are unclear. According to one 
report the curtailment 4s due to internal unrest and dangers resulting 
from Communist rebel activity. Another rumour, FENS said, is that "influential 
‘government officials of another religious faith contend that the strength 
of the national Protestant church indicates there is no further need for 
foreign missionaries". EPS, Geneva. 


Church-State Friction Continues in Hungar 


(Vienna) ~ The Roman Gatholic episcopate in Hungary has reportedly expressed 
grave concern over the alleged anti-state activities of some priests who have 
been arrested by the government, according to the Hungarian news agency. 


Informed of the detention of some members of the clergy, the news agency 
reported that the Hungarian bishops have issued a declaration reminding 
priests of the existing church-state agreement, and demanding their loyalty 
to. the regime. 


While the Catholic hierarchy of Poland has become embroiled in an intense 
controversery with the government, the Hungarian episcopate has expressed its 
loyalty to the Nconvention signed between the church and the state in 1950," 
and viewed any actions directed against the security of the government "as 
a crime against the Hungarian people". (See BPS No.12) 


The episcopate informed the clergy that any church representative who 
conspired against the government, or violated existing laws, were harming 
the interests of the church as well, the report stated. 


The bishops! declaration further regretted that the majority of persons 
detained or arrested, "in spite of repeated gestures of good will and toleranc 
on the part of the government, had given "new cause to be sentenced again", 


"Tt is inadmissible that irresponsible elements should make use of the 
Catholic Church, under whatever form, for political ends opposed to the 
Btate," the report quoted the bishops as saying$ 


"The bench of Hungarian bishops is firmly resolved to deal severely in 
the future with those members of the clergy who abuse their mission by 
infringing the laws of the state and the Catholic church," they were further 
quoted as saying. ita 


In Warsaw, meanwhile, Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, Catholic Primate of 
Poland, continued his clash with government officials in a Palm Sunday lye 
sermon heard by some 800 persons. 


Cardinal Wyszynski warned Catholics against the forces that are 
"hunting down God in our souls and destroying traces of His existence in 7 
our personal lives: " 

NAt every step," he said, "we are exposed to the denial of God... We 
are continuously placed in circumstances where it is easier for one's self 
to keep silent or to Flee than to profess belief in God." 


A | 
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A pastoral letter, drafted by the Polish episcopate, was to be read 
from all pulpits on Palm and Haster Sundays. While high church sources 
refused to divulge the contents of the message, they left no doubt that the 
document clearly deals with church-state differences. 


Some observers pointed out that the declaration by the Hungarian 
Gpiscopate is the strongest support that any Roman Catholic hierarchy has 
Biven to a Communist government in recent years. BPS, Geneva. 


Inter-Shurch Yalks Attacked in Sweden ‘ 


(Stockholm) - The forthcoming talks on intercommunion between the Church of 
Bweden and the Church of Scotland have been strongly criticised in a lead- 
ing ae in Svensk Pastoraltidskrift, a Swedish church weekly. (See EPS 
No. 9 


The article contends that the Swedish delegation represents only a 
Minority of the Swedish church and that as a result "its power to come to 
any solution that shall be acceptable to the Church as a whole has been 
Seopardized at the outset", Jt declared: 


"The unavoidable impression is created that itSpurpose is to dodge the 
opposition, and to trump a way through to an agreement on inter-communion 
With the strongly Calvinistic Scottish Church, an agreement which would be 
Widely held by our theologians and church people to be opposed to our 
Confession and to all sound ecumenical principles". 


The talks also drew fire last week from the Working Committee of the 
Swedish Church Union. A statement issued by the Union declared intercommunion 
between the two churches "would seem to us to be in direct conflict with 
Bwedish Church law and confession", 


It said that negoitations for intercommunion had not been presented 
to the Church and that "no official agreement has been reached". If such 
Bn agreement were reached, it said, it would result in "a further intensificatic 
Bf the strife within the Swedish Church" and as far as ecumenical relations 
With the Anglican Church are concerned in England and Scotland, 'would bring 
Serious, difficulties insits: train. »), EPS, Geneva. 


Basing of Australian Immigration Policy Seen 

(Sydney) - A limited easing of Australia's immigration policy in regard to 
admission of Asians can be seen in the present administration of immigration 
policy, according to the Australian Council of Churches. 


The Council at its recent annual meeting resolved to thank the Govern- 
ment for this easing and to urge it to go further. The Youncil also asked i 
the Government to clarify to the public the principles on which it operates a 
its immigration policy. 


THe Rt, ReVecJ+o« Moyes (Bishop of Armidale ) moving the motion, pointed 
out that She Goverhment had made no public statement concerning a change cf 
policy. ; 
The motion "acknowledges with gratitude the liberalising of the 
policy," and urges the government 'to continue this liberalizing process, 
particularly in cases of special hardship". 


It further urges "the vital need to remove from the policy all remain- 
ing indications of attitude of racial superiority and discrimination". » 
EPS, Geneva. \ 
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Captial Punishment Ban Sought by Philadelphia Presbytery 
(Philadelphia) - The Pennsylvania Legislature (USA) has been urged to 
abolish capital punishment in the state. 


The request has come from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, which 
represents about 200 United Presbyterian churches. The resolution was 
adopted by a narrow vote of 145 to 123. 


The resolution called upon the church to "seek protection of society 
and the redemption of evil doers; not vengeance nor retribution", It also 
warned that the death penalty carried with it "the possibility of a 
miscarriage of justice and execution of innocent parties", 


The 1959 United Presbyterian General Assembly, the denomination's 
highest court, went on record as opposing capital punishment in any state. 
Similar opposition was recently voiced in a study paper published by the 
National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church for distribution to 
dioceses throughout the country. (See EPS No. Bey) 


The Methodist General Convention, the Church of the Brethren, and 
the Society of Friends (Quakers), are among other Protestant bodies which 
have also urged an end to the death penalty. However, the United Lutheran 
Church of America last October rejected a resolution aimed at the abolition 
of capital punishment. 


Roman Catholics generally support the church's teaching that the state 
has the right to inflict such punishment on persons found guilty of serious 
Crimes against a just social order and the rights of individuals. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Kenya, Tanganyika Church Merger Consultation Planned 

(Kampala, Uganda.) - A consultation will be held early next year at Limuru 
near here to discuss the possibility of establishing a united church of 
Kenya and Tanganyika. 


In disclosing plans for the meeting, the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa revealed that Anglican, Methodist and 
Presbyterian leaders have agreed to attend the conference to which 
representatives of other denominations will also be invited. 


The General Assembly, in a resolution endorsing the proposal, observed 
that "the time is now ripe to examine" divisions in the church in Kenya 
and Tankganyika to "discover whereby Christian unity may be attained". 


"We remember that the Church of Christ in the world is called to 
exercise a ministry of reconciliation," the resolution declared, "and we 
believe thet a divided chursh is not able to heal the wounds of.a 
Givided world". EPS, Geneva. 


Catholic Scholars Hail New English Bible 


(London) - A prominent English Jesuit has raised the possibility that the 
New English Bible, the undertaking of an interdenominational group of 
Biblical scholars, could serve as the basis of an agreed Biblical text 
acceptable to both Protestants and Roman Catholics, 


Mis = Zist March, 1961 ; 


Father Thomas Corbishley, superior of London's famous Farm Street 
‘Church and a former rector of Campion Hall at Oxford University, said such 
“a Bible in common would be a most useful instrument in the business OF 
promoting unity between all Christians", 


While he pointed out that some details of the new translation "undoubtedly 
would have to be modified in the light of Catholic sentiment," Father 
Corbishley commented: 


"Broadly speaking, it is safe to say that the new translation, based i 
as it is on strict scholarship and not seeking to be 'the expression of any 
denominational or doctrinal leaning,! could at least serve as a basis for 
an agreed text." 


He praised the new translation as being "vigorous, forthright, admirably 
Clear and with a dignity of its own," and predicted that it "should go a 
tong way toward achieving its purpose of reviving interest in the Bible among 
those who have come to think of it as 'datea!t", 


In Boston, meanwhile, another Roman Catholic scholar, the Rev. Philip 
J. King, said the new translation "affords us an opoortunity to salute our 
Protestant brothers who have made such outstanding contributions to the 
mield of sacred scripture". 


Father King, a professor of sacred scripture at Boston's St. John's 
seminary, noted that Protestant and Oatholic scholars collaborate in 
archaeological projects, the deciphering. of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and in 
Critical compsrison and research in Biblical manuscripts. 


"All this demonstrates that the Bible is the natural bond uniting 
Catholics and non-Catholics," he said. 


The London Sunday Times commented that the New English Bible "will 
Gimost certainly be discussed" at the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council, 
and ventured that "a move for its acceptance by the Roman Catholic Church 
May be made shortly afterwards". 


Pointing out that efforts have been made for a common text in the 
United States and Holland, The Sunday Times added: 


| "A strong body of Roman Catholic scholars is anxious for a translation 
acceptable to all denominations and some feel that the latest version could 
Provide the necessary basis." 


At the same time, Professor ©. H. Dodd, chairman of the panel 
Pesponsible for translating the New English Bible, was quoted by The Sunday 
Pimes as saying: “Any request to modify any part of the translation to suit 
Roman Catholic sentiment would have to be gone into very thoroughly before 
Making any kind of decision", 


Other Catholic spokesmen suggested that there was little likelihood 
that the New English Bible would become the basis of a text acceptable to 
Catholics. One spokesman noted that Catholics already have the"excellent" 
translation made by the late Msgr. Ronald A. Knox with the authorization of 
the hierarchy in England and Wales. HPS, Geneva. a 
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lFormosa Presbytcrians Near Membership Goal 


\(aipei) - The campaign to double the membership of the Presbyterian Church 
lof Formosa, which was started in 1954 and expected to take until 1965, 

His almost completed, according to the Rev. W. T, Whang, general secretary 
fae «the church. 


Today the church has 747 congregations and preaching places, as 
compared with just over 400 in 1954. Current membership numbers 55,000 
adult communicants, and a total church community of 160,000 persons. The 
church also hs two seminaries andtwo Bible schools with combined 
enrollments of 500 students. 


"Our aim now,' Mr. Whang has reported, "is to increase the number of 
Congregations to 1,000 and the church community to 240,000 persons by 
m965."" The figure would be about two percent of the estimated population 
@ the Island that year. 


(The combined membership of all other Protestant groups on the Island, 
Bll of which have started work since the end of World War II, is 100,000. 
Mhe Roman Catholic membership is estimated at 200,000. The Presbyterian 
Church membership represents about three-fifths of all the Protestants and 
about one-sixth of the Island's Christians. ) 


Mr. Whang stressed that the church, which is the only church on the 
Tsland which belongs to the World Council of Jhurches and the East Asian 
Christian Conference, has greatly valued its fellowship in the ecumenical 
Movement. Noting that it had given funds in response to the WCC's recent appeo 
for Bast Pakistan flood victims, he said the gift was the direct result 
Of its appreciation for the help received from churches in other parts 
m the world at the time of its own flood disasters. EPS, Geneva. 


‘ 


Dutheran Laymen Organize "Peace Corps" Programme 


(Minneapolis) -~ A new Lutheran laymen's "Peace Corps! j known as World 
Brotherhood Exchange, is attempting to recruit professional men and women, 
skilled workers and students to serve abroad as part-time missionaries 

Bt their own expense. 


The Rev. Conrad Branten of Los Angeles, the executive director, said 
24 dentists in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area have volunteered to serve 
three months every two years in mission clinics or dispensaries. 


i Mr. Braaten said the church-related exchange, the theme of which is 
™T am my brother's keeper", is sceking three types of recruits: 


One - Retired, semi-retired or otherwise financially-solvent 
Marmers, engineers, teachers, architects, builders, physicians, dentists 
Mand nurses to serve for one or more years in underdeveloped areas. 

Two - Practicing physicians, surgeons and dentists to serve two or 
three months abroad at 2 clinic or dispensary everytwo years. 

Three - Students to enroll at universities in India and other 


underdeveloped countries where English is the medium of instruction to 
form "Christian cells" which would counteract : anti-Christian propaganda. 
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Mr. Braaten said all applicants will be screened for dedication, 
motivation and respect for customs and traditions of others. \They will 
work only in areas where indigenous churches exist to demonstrate that 
they are "arms""of these churches and are serving through "Christian 
love end compassion", 


The exchange is also seeking "world brothers,'|-persons who are willing 
to a sdge $100 a year for 10 years to support the orga nization, Mr. 
Braaten said. Lutheran Brotherhood, a fratcrnal insurance society with 
headquarters here, and four he ae have already contributed $18,000 
%O help»launch the project. 


Although leaders of the exchange are affiliated with the new American if 
Lutheran Church, the organization is being broadened to include Lutherans tr 
of other bodies and members of other denominations, he added. 

HPS, Geneva. 


University "Conscience Clause" Annulment Opposed 


(Pretoria) - A parliamentary proposal to annul the so-called "conscience 
clause" in the appointment of faculty members at the University of the 
Orange Free State has drawn the opposition of religious leaders in South 
Reries., 


Protestant, Catholic and Jewish leaders have expressed the opinion 
that the door would be left wide open to religious discrimination if the 
bill is approved, since the’ "conscience clause" prohibits religious 
considerations entering into the appointment of teachers. 


The Christian Council of South Africa, representing 27 Protestant 
denoninations and missionary bodies, has come out strongly against the 
proposal. 


Also opposing the bill is Roman Catholic Archbishop Owen McCann of 
Capetown, who has contended that the amendment would create "exceptional 
@.rcumstances" for Catholics and Jews who’apply for university teaching 
posts. 


To give preference to Protestant professors on the grounds that 
Protestantism is the dominant religion of the area, he said, is not 
permissible since the university is neithcr a private organization nor 
a religious institution, but bather a public establishment supported by 
public funds, 


support of the annulment proposal has been extended by the Dutch Be 
Reformed Church of the Orange Free State, among other groups. s 
EPS, Geneva. y 


Bishop Sees Improved Bast German Church-State Relations 


(Berlin) - The Bishop of the Evangelical Church of the Province of Saxony 
in Hast Germany has observed friendly advances and.a more tolerant 
attitude on the part of the East German Government towards the church 
Since last October. 


“ng? 
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Bishop Johannes J&énicke of Magdeburg, in a report to the church's 
recent synod meetingin Halle, said that satisfactory agreements.on 
several important questions have been reached between authorities and 
church leaders. 


"There has been an obvious attempt to establish good relations with 


the church," said the bishop, "and it has been very helpful". 


Although such discussions cannot always be made public, he added, 


_ church leaders are continually meeting with government officials on matters [ 
relating to the church. 


However, Bishop Jaénicke's statement was somewhat marred by the 
announcement of the seizure of three church newspapers intended for 
reading by East German Protestants. 


According to reports here, East German authorities seized the March 
19th issues of the Berlin Sunday newspaper, The Church, as well as. The 
Mecklenburg Church Newspaper and The Potsdam Church, because they contained 
a statement by officials of Kirchentag announcing their intention to hold 


the next German Church Day Congress in Berlin as originally planned. 


East German newspapers have charged that Kirchentag officials had 
rejected the government's offer to hold the congress in Leipzig solely 
"for the sake of a few NATO theologians and in order to increase tensions 
in and around Berlin". (See EPS No.5, 11,12) EPS, Geneva. 


In Brief 


Four-month evangelistic crusades in 92 Southern Baptist (US) churches 
and missions in Cuba brought 5,166 conversions, according to a report of 
the denomination!s Home Mission Board. (See Special Report EPS 10) 


au i Page Dea 


Dr. J. D. Hughey has been inaugurated as president of the Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Rtischlikon, Switzerland. Dr. Hughey has been acting 
Seminary president since September, 1960, and a member of its faculty since 
1952. The Seminary is sponsored by the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, USA., in cooperation with various Huropean 
Baptist Unions. Students from Burope form the majority of the student 
body, but others come from the Near Hast, Africa, Asia and the United States. 
The Seminary offers courses leading to the B.D. and Th, M. degrees. 


* * * 

The Norwegicn YMCA/YWCA have quipped . small exhibition ship which is 
voyaging along the coast of Norway, calling at seacoast towns and villages 
with compact displays of the life and work of the two movements in Norway 
and in twenty other countries. In several areas arrangement have been 
made to hold classes on board for local school children. 


* * * 
Five Christi-n groups in the Embu district of Kenya have joined to 


form a YMCA/YWCA. Sixty-two youth were admitted as members at the first 
service. EPS, Geneva. 


NOTE TO EPS READERS 


There will be no issue of EPS next week. The next issue will be dated 


April 14th. 
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PENTECOST 1961 


A Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Uhurches 


The keynote of St. Peter's Pentecost sermon, the first sermon of’ the 
Church of Christ, is: "This: Jesus God raised up and of that we are’ a1] wa 
nesses". . Puter thus gives evidence of the fulfilment of, Christ! 6s) promise 
that His disciples would receive the Holy Spirit and be enabled to proclam 
the good news to the ends of the earth. The disciples, so slow to under- 
stand and to believe, have been transformed by the Spirit into men who spe 
boldly and convincingly of "the mighty works of God" menifested in the 
life, death and resurrection of.Christ.'- Thus at the very beginning it bes 
comes clear that the Church in history is by its very nature a company of 
men and women who are-all called to render witness to God's act of 
salvation in Christ. ‘) 


Today we need this reminder about the central task of the Church. & 
world of conflict and darkness, in which there is ‘so much [Packer "olear 
purpose and real hope, needs to hear the message of reconciliation and re- 
newal of life with which the Church began on Pentecost. . Lt.needs m Church 
which witnesses to the present activity of the Holy Spirit by its peace- 
making, its concern for man and need, its evangelism, and by manifesting 7 
God-given unity. ; 


This year the churchesin the World Council prepare for their Assembly 
in New Delhi, The main theme will bes=AJesuws Jhrist, the Light of he 
World". At the centre of our deliberations will be the absorbing. purpose 
of agreeing upon cur common Christian task. This is an opportunity to de-= 
monstrate that this .reat light "already shines" and that it dispels the 
darkness in and arcund us. For it is in the unity of living,-praying, 
working, speaking together that the churches must show their desire and 
readiness to reflect the one Light of the World. And all congregations cal 
p.rticipate in this by their study of the Bible and their prayer’ in relat 
to the Assembly themes. 


Let us, therefore, oll ‘join in praying that the Spirit may inspire am 
enable us, like Peter, to respond gratefully to Christ's promise by accept 
it and committing oursdglves to bo’ His witnesses together. 


Bishop S.U. Barbicri - Buenos Aires Archbishop Iakovos - New Yorl 


Bishop Otto Dibelius - Berlin Metropolitan Juhanon Mar The 
Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill - Boxford, Mass. /Tiruvellé 
A poster or a glossy photo of the 1961 WCC Pentecost poster is availal 


from WCC Information in Geneva. The motif on the poster is derived from Wt 
Geneva heraldic device representing the sun in flames surrounding the fing 
three Greek letters of the name of Jesus. It is the seal of the Church of 


Geneva. EPS, Geneva. 


No. 14/28th Year 14th April, 1961 


Qn Other Pages 


Philippines Discuss Possibility of Forming National Church Council .2 
Dr. Fisher to Inaugurate New Anglican Province in Uganda .... « v4 
Pentecostal Leader Commends Ecumenical Movement. - « « «+ + « « « » Fil 
British Anglicans, Methodists Seek OVoser Relations. ce oh i lie 
Discrimination Against Foreign Diplomats Deplored. «. «+ + + » «© « « 05 
WSCF Leadership Training Course held in Portugal « «© + + + » « + At 
Mransvaal Church withdraws from WCC. . 2. 2. © 2 © © e « # ee ee 8 dey 
tee, DAN Pema an te Ma Nani) gg taal et se ac a wees ede) fen OM ee AON 14 


Bishop Dibelius Says All Germans Share Bichmann's Guilt 


(Berlin) - Dr. Otto Dibelius, Evangelical bishop of Berlin, has declared 
that all Germans share the guilt of former Nazi colonel Adolph Hichmann, 
who is being tried in an Israeli court on charges of delivering millions of 
Jews to annihilation camps during World War II. 


Speaking over the West Berlin radio on the eve of Hichmann!s trial, 
Dr. Dibelius told his countrymen that they cannot evade complicity in the 
Nazis! extermination of the Jews. 


Barlier, the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany unanimously 
adopted a resolution which declared that whatever punishment human justice 
metes out to the former Nazi officer, it will be inadequate "in the face of 
such incredible inhumanity". (See EPS No.8). 


In his radio message, Bishop Dibelius declared: 


"When the horrible deeds of Bichmann are discussed, the whole world 
Will say: '!That is the way the Germans are.! 


'We will not be able to answer: !It was only a handful of Germans who 
in their insanity forgot all the commandments of God.! 
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"The German people cannot exonerate themselves from the guilt of the 
mass murderer and his accomplices. 


"They were men from our midst, of our blood, our kind, our people, 
such a thing cannot be shoved aside. . 


"But one can do this - one can believe in the mercy of God, Who will 
not make us suffer for what has happened. 


"We may believe that this guilt, so great that it cannot be com- 
~prehended, will be forgiven those who believe in Christ and His Cross." 
EPS, Geneva, 


Philippines Discuss Possibility of Forming National Church Council 


(Manila) - Unofficial and informal talks have been going on here to explore 


the possibility of setting up a National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines. 


No decision was reached but it was agreed to hold a further meeting 
at which three nominated speakers would set out what they understood to 
be involved in the setting up of such a council. 


The Philippines already have a Federation of Christian Churches which 
has a long history of honourable service, but it does not include such 
churches as the Episcopal and some Philippine independent churches, some 
of which are members of the World Council of Churches. 


The main reason why these churches have been reluctant to join the 
Federation is that it sets organic church unity as its ultimate objective. 
Also, it embodies in a rather definite way only one conception of the 
church and the type of programme it conducts is not always acceptable to 
those who have declined membership. 


The talks that have been taking place have shown that there is a real 
eagerness in most quarters to take up the question afresh of a represent- 
ative national council of churches without any prejudged attitude to 
Federation. EPS, Geneva. 


Dr. Fisher to Inaugurate New Anglican Province in Uganda 
(Kampala) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, has 


Stated that the new Church of Uganda and Ruanda-Urundi will be in fellowship 
With the Church of England when it is inaugurated as a new Anglican Province 


Bo April 16. 


Dr. Pisher, touring the eight dioceses of the new province as a 
ereliminary to the inanuguaration, told a gathering at Gulu in northern 
Uganda, that "independence is good if you understand what it means". 


At the outset of his 12-day tour of the area, the archbishop told a 
press conference hore that he was confident that Christianity will exert 
a "steadying influence" in the present African nationalist movements. 


When a newsman pointed out that Moslem Africans outnumber Christians 
Seven to three, Dr. Fisker said he wasn't disturbed by the ratio, and 
added: "If the church has done its job well, it doesn't stop to count how 
Many are numbered in. The Anglican Church has been less identified with 
Colonialism than any other thing the white man has brought to Africa". 


q 
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The inauguration of the new province represents the last overseas 
pour Dr, Fisher will make prior to his retirement next month. It is the 
fourth province to be created since he became Archbishop of Canterbury 
in 1945. The others were West Africa (1951), Central Africa (1955), and 
Bast Africa (1960). 


Every Anglican diocese on the continent outside the Province of South 
Africa was under Dr. Fisher's direct jurisdiction when he became Primate 
Bt All England. The transfer of this jurisdiction to new and entirely 
Selfgoverning provinces has been carried out on the archbishop's personal 
initiative. EPS, Geneva. 


BACC Told Nationalism Gan Lead to Fanatical Religion 

(Singapore) -~ The greatest impact that resurgent nationalism is having on 
people in the new countries is to make them acutely conscious of their own 
religion, Miss Mukerji, principal of Madras Women's Christian College, told 
on Hast Asia Christian Conference consultation on Education and the Mission 
of the Church which met here during Haster. 


Miss Mukerji said that as Indians became increasingly conscious of 
India they became increasingly conscious of Hinduism also. Similarly, 
Ceylon is more conscious of Buddhism, Pakistan of Islam, and so on. 


"The resurgence of religion may produce and encourage fanaticism," she 
went on. "Sometimes this fanaticism is rooted in an antagonism to some 
Bther religion. In the name of religion many have been deprived of even 
Bhe right to live. This has happened in almost every country of the world 
Bnd through all time... It is now our turn in the east to turn fanatics in 
the name of religion. 


"But resurgence can take a good turn too. Oonsciousness of one's own 
Peligzion may lead to an intelligent study of it. Far more Hindus are 
Making a genuine effort to know and understand their own religion than they 
Mave done for a long, long time." 


Miss Mukerji told the consultation that Ohristians, both foreigners and 
Mationals, had bred a spirit of resentment by acting as "superior". She 
alleged that what the white man has done in the realm of the colour question, 
fhe Christian has done in the realm of religion. 


She argued that nationalism is second only to Godliness and should be 
welcomed and encouraged. But like Godliness, it must be saved from pious 
Sentiments and faced with the responsibilities it brings by its very 
existence. EPS, Geneva. 


Pentecostal Leader Commends Hcumenical Movement 


(Minneapolis) - A leader of the Pentecostal movement - whose member Churches 
are notset affiliated with the World Council of Churches - told the Full 
Gospel Business Men's Fellowship here that there is a growing recognition 

of the work of the Holy Spirit in the WCC and other ecumenical agencies. 


The Rev. David J. du Plessis, former secretary of the World Pentecostal 
Council, reviewed his experiences in attending confcrences sponsored by 
WCC agencies as an unofficial observer, and said he was certain that the 
ecumenical movement ig "a creation of the Holy Spirit", 
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"Many critics thought I was foolish to dabble in affairs of the World 
Gouncil", Mr. du Plessis admitted. "Now they see that it is moving in a 
@irection they didn't expect." 


The Pentecostal leader noted that recognition of the Holy Spirit as 
God is provided in the new theological basis of the World Council, which 
is expected to be adopted at its Third Assembly in New Delhi, India, 
November 18-December 6. He added that he has accepted an invitation to 
attend the assembly as an observer. 
4 Mr. du Plessis informed the fellowship that three Pentecostal groups 
© two in Chile and one in Yugoslavia - have now applied for membership in 


_the World Council. 


Having attended the recent triennial Assembly of the National Council 
of Churches (USA) in San Francisco, Mr. du Plessis said he learned that 
Mhere are now "hundreds" of ministers in denominations within the NCC who 
Thave cxperienced "speaking in tongues", a spiritual phenomenon usually 

Yassociated only with the Pentecostal movement. EPS, Geneva. 


Bossey Consultation Discusses International Ethos 

b( Geneva) - Some 30 officials of various international organizations met 
recently at the World Council of Churches'Ecumenical Institute at Bossey 
Mnear Geneva to discuss ways in which Christianity could contribute to the 
Wformation of an international ethos or worldwide community spirit. 


#4 


; The delegates, including experts in international politics, international 
law and theologians, sought to discover ways in which such contributions would 
enable relations between nationals to develop in such a way that a solid 

basis for world peace would be established. 


: Lectures were delivered by Dr. Stanley Hoffman of Harvard University 
Sand Geneva, Professor Werner Kigi of Zurich, Professor E. Steinbach of 
iTiibingen, and Professor K. A. Busia of Ghana and Leyden. 
, Stimulating debate followed the lectures which showed divergencies 

of opinion with regard to the interpretation of the present situation and 
s the fundamental conception of the entire problem. Efforts were made 

to acquaint delegates with the practical work which has to be accomplished 
Bin the field. 


: The consultation was organized jointly by the Commission of the 

)Churches on International Affairs and the Ecumenical Institute. It was 

the first mecting held under CCIA auspices in connection with a major study 

on an international ethos, the preparation of which began several years ago. 
EPS; Geneva. 
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Dohurches Ask $15,000 to help Cuban Refugees in Miami 


f 

' (Miami, Florida) - The National Council of Churches! Division of Home 
‘Wissions has voted to seek $15,000 from member denominational groups for 
"an emergency fund to help the Protestant Committee working among Cuba 


‘refugees in Miami. 
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These refugees are now arriving at the rate of about 125 daily and 
now number upwards of 60,000. They are crowding into Dade County where 


jof the population. 


"This is the first time in this century that the US has been a country 
for first asylum for refugees," Dr. A. Russell Stevenson, of the Protestant 
fUatin American Emergency Committee, has reported to the NCC. 


| "Most of the refugees are professional people and only 11 per cent are 
unskilled. The preponderance of lawyers, judges, doctors, medical techniciens, 
jand teachers points to efforts towards eliminating the upper and middle 
lclasses in Cuba. 


"About 1,600 have been resetiled in other US cities - more than 100 
by Church World Service." 


§ 


Dr.Stevensonadded that 15 denominations in Miami are helping the 
Protestant Committee. Public schools have taken in 7,500 Cuban students, 
and more than 31,000 students of Spanish-speaking parents arc now attending 
public schools - 13 per cent of the total enrolment. Miami university has 
Met up special courses for refugee doctors and lawyers. The Miami Dental 
Society has begun a graduate course for dentists. EPS, Geneva. 


British Anglicans, Methodists Seek Closer Relations 


(London) - Further progress has been reported in establishing closer relations 
between the Church of England and the Methodist Church following a recent 

Meeting between representatives of the two denominations at Exeter College, 

Oxford. ‘ 


The representatives reportcd that the doctrine of justification by faith 
an relation to the doctrine of the ministry had been discussed. They said 
that "further progress was made in considering various theological and 
Mractical issues; 


Another meeting will be held next September at Wesley House, Cambridge, 
at which the churchmen will discuss the question of tradition and 
apostolic succession. At least three more meetings are being planned for 


1962. 


Voicing the hope that "it will prove practical to present proposals 
Bo the two churches in 1963", they noted that delegates have been encouraged 
By reports of meetings for prayer and discussion which have taken place 
Between Anglicans and Msthodists in various parts of the country. 


"We would again commend to Anglicans and Methodists everywhere", they 
Baid, "the importance of such local action and remind them of the pamphlet, 
PAngzlicans and Methodists Talk Together', which can serve as a basis for 
Buch gatherings;:" EPS, Geneva. 


Discrimination Against Foreign Diplomats Deplored 

(New York) - The Department of International Affairs of the National Council 
Of Churches has deplored embarrassment in hotels, apartment houses and 
Pestaurants experienced by many diplomatic representatives to the United 
States and the United Nations. 


. 
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The Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, DIA vice-chairman and presiding 


| bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, .told the department!s general 


committee that the independence of nine more African nations in 1960-61 
and the establishment of diplomatic relations with them underlines the 
mreency of assuring that they do not encounter racial discrimination in 
the US. 


ithe main concern now,'' he said, “ise the question of suitable housing 
gn New York for UN delegates." He added that not only African delegates 
but many of those from the Middle and Far Hast also are encountering 
gifficulty in renting apartments and houses. 


Meanwhile, the US State Department has apologized to Dr. William 
MPitzjohn, chargé d'affairs of the African state of Sierra Leone, who was 
genied service recently at a Howard Johnson restaurant in Hagerstown, 
Marylend. The State Department is also preparing a letter demanding that 
the restaurant chain explain its policy on serving Negroes and that the 
company investigate the incident. 


Dr. Fitzjohn attended Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, and United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, and received his doctorate from 
Columbia University in New York. He has been in Washington for about 18 
months as chief of the Sierra Leone mission. 


Commenting on the incident, Dr. Pitgzjohn said: "It was just the kind 
Beetoine | wanted to avoid. .There is no getting around this: It hurts 
very much to have it happen." EPS, Geneva. 


Japan Lutheran Merger Timetable Established 


(Tokyo) - Hleven of the 14 Lutheran bodies in Japan are expected to be 
mnited in October, 1962, climaxing nine years of merger negotiations. 


A union committee composed of representatives of the 11 groups will 


Snold its own final meeting on April 17 to give final approval to a constitu- 


mvon for the new church and recommend it to the uniting bodies for. the 
lacceptance. 


The merger timetable then calls for a meeting of representatives of 
the various group on November 24 at which they will declare their intention 
to merge and elect a committee on preparations. They will also make final 
preparations on.special arran,ements, financial procedures, legal measures, 
and appoint a nominating committee. The actual constituting convention 
has been scheduled for October 41, 1962. 


Missions not participating in the merger are those of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, Church of the Lutheran Brethren in America and the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 


The new church, whose name has not be chosen, would have a membership 


Sof about 14,000. Oldest and by far the largest of the united bodies is the 


10,400-member Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church (JELC), which became 
Sautonomous in 1927. With it are associated the missions of the United 


‘Lutheran Church in America (ULCA), the Augustana Lutheran Church, the 
Danish Missionary Society and the Lutheran Evangelical Association of Finland. 


Most of the small Iutheran groups in Japan were started after World 
War Il. The JELC was created as the result of the missionary work done by 
the ULCA beginning 69 years ago. EPS, Geneva. 
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Methodists Tr 


Nashville) - A Methodist bishop of the all-Negro Central Jurisdiction 
jnas eailed for an "open door policy" in all of the denomination's schools, 
eolleges, hospitals and homes "to the end that no person shall be denied 
admission, service, employment, job upgrading or placement on account of 
nas race”, 


ged to Establish "Open Door Policy" for Races 


—~ 


Speaking at the Methodist Orientation Conference on Race Relations here, 
@eenop Charles F. Golden of the Central Jurisdiction'ts Nashville Area, further 
Called for "a halt t@ the practice of limiting church membership to persons 
Because of their racial identity", 


At the same time, he said the Methodist Church has a "moral. obligation" 
Mm wne people it serves to abolish the Central Jurisdiction. 


prnere 1s no doubt in my mind," he’ ssid, "thet this symbol of segregation 
all pass away. It is possible, Heticnne sh, that a more insidious form of 
Segregation may take its place, but if it docs it will not win Negroes to 
tne Methodist Church nor will it help the cause of Methodism among the 
Meoples of colour around the world." 


The 1960 Methodist General Conference established a 48-member commission 
meework for an end of the Central Jurisdiction. It was authorized to study 
and recommend courses to action to "implement" use of an amendment adopted 
My the church's annual conference in 1958 permitting transfer of Negro churches 
@ito the denomination!s five white geographical jurisdictivns. 
EPS, Geneva. 


mr. Africa Consultation Studies Churches! Role. in Towns 


(Nairobi) = An AlV Africa’ Christian organisation is needed to co-ordinate, 
Support, and make know the work of the Churches in the continent, reports the 
Mil Africa Urban Church Consultation which met recently in Limuru Conference 
Centre, Kenya. 


It was argued that such an organization could provide consultations and 
Specialists to meet particular challenges to the Church. It could give 
Perspective and focus to the entire ministry of the work of Christ in Africa. 
mid it could be a rallying point for still greater Christian activity. 


Nine laymen and 24 pastors from 14 African nations and 14 denominational 
@eoups, took part. in the consultation, chaired by Dr. D. G..5. M'Timkulu, 
@eneral secretary of the All Africa Christian Conference. 


It was agreed that Africa needs a number of ecumenical centres. It 
Was strongly felt that West Africa now needs a centre for study, research, 
Consultations and conferences similar to the Mindola Centre in Rhodesia. 
Programmes of Christian lay training and refresher courses for the clergy 
Would help. to put such a centre to continuous use. 


There is also an urgent need, the consultation decided, for better 
Means of communication between and among Christians throughout the continent. 
There is scope for multi-lingual newspapers - one for West Africa in French, 
English, and Lingala; another for East Africa with Swahili and English 
Bditions; and a radio broadcasting station for the West Coast. 


Other needs to which attention was called by the meetings are for 
industrial missions and chaplains, social workers, home and family experts, 
family problem counsellors, and similar specialists who can help the Church 
adjust its programme and organization to an industrial society. 


It was agreed that secondary education must be extended. Several 
Countries in Africa have no Protestant secondary schools preparing students 
gor university matriculation. Mobile units at which books, religious 
giterature, and audio-visual material could be bought were thought by the 
melegates to offer an effective means of Ate pee 


Every country represented at the consultation spoke of the need for 
Community centres, farm schools, workers! schools on all levels, hospitals, 
end more church buildings. 


The report published by the consultation says that young people of the 
Volunteer Service Corps from Britain. have been of such great help in many 
Places that other, similar Christian workers are being eagerly requested 
-from such organisations as the Church of Germany's Evangelische Hilfswerk 
end the US Peace Corps. But none of the Churches represented at the 
Consultation wishes to depend permanently on personnel from other countries. 
Phey desire to train more and more of their own people, both lay and minis- 
merial. EPS, Geneva, 


'Paiwan Christian Service Under Local Leadership 


[{Taipei) - Local leadership will now supervise the activities of Taiwan Church 
morld Service which was reorganized here recently as Taiwan Christian Service 
mat a meeting attended by 81 delegates from 37 denominations and 15 independent 
Churches. 


The Rev. Glen D. Graber of the Mennonite Mission was elected chairman of 
the new 16-member executive committee of the organization, which will continue 
gts programme of distributing relief supplies and encouraging rehabilitation 
merojects in Taiwan. 


Taiwan Christian Service will now assume responsibility for the 17 sev. 
Befional committees of its parent organization and continue working through 
mhe 600 churches on the island that have been distributing free food and 
Slothing to those on the government's list of needy families. It will also 
Bontinue milk bars, feeding stations, sewing centres and educational work.in 
the preparation of new kinds of foods, emergency relief work and aid to 
welfare institutions. 


The relief service was organized six years ago to handle supplies sent 
@hrough Church World Service, Lutheran World Relief, the World Council of 
Mehurches, and other agencies in Canada, Australia and Germany. Last year 

m distributed 20,420,972 pounds of milk, flour, corn meal, and rice, as well 
ms 5,/17 bales of clothing and 9,087 cases of meat. EPS, Geneva. 


WSCF Leadership Training Course held in Portugal 


(Carcavelos, Portugal) - The first World Student Christian Federation lead- 
ership training course for Portuguese and Spanish students was held here 
fecently in Union Theological Seminary. 
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Thirty participants, including students from Angola, Mozambique, and 
the Cape Verde Islands, took as their main subject of study "An Incarnation } 
et the Christian Faith", considering the implications of the gospel for ‘ 
the contemporary world, the university, and personal and community life. 

The programme also included training sessions for leadership. in 


Student Christian work, and round-table discussions by the students on the 
spectral, political, cultural, university, and spiritual life of their countries, 


Among the leaders were Sr. Mauricio Lopez, WSCF secretary for Latin 
Bamerica, and the Rev. Jacques Maury, General Secretary of the Student 
Christian Movement of France, EPS, Geneva. 


Japanese Churchmen Discuss New Forms of Social Service 
p wOCLAL Service 


(Atami, Japan) - The Suggestion that the Churches should sect aside one day 
mA year as "Social Work Day" was made at a recent consultation here on new 
forms of Service. Other suggestions included the setting up of a special 
pocial Service Division of the National: Council of Churches to study social 
dssues; the publication of an Information Periodical; and further regular 
consultations. 


The meeting was attended by 60 representatives of Christian service 
enterprises in Japan and brought in some of the foremost Christian 
sociologists, economists, and theologians in the country. 


It was convened at the request of the Bast Asia Christian Council by 
Japan Church World Service under the authority of the Japan National 
ehristian Council, 


Two Hast Asia Christian Council secretaries - Mr. M. M. Thomas of 
India (Church and Society) and the Rev. Alan A. Brash of New Zealand 
(Interchurch Aid) addressed the consultation. 


Mr. Brash, in his introductory Speecn, said that the chief purpose of 
the consultation was to bring together people who are actually engaged in 
Werious forms of Christian service as well as those who are responsibly 
Belated to the life of the nation. Both Groups were asked, under the guidance 
Bf God's Word, "Is our present Strategy of service the right one in view 
ef the present situation in Japan and our fuller understanding of the 
implications of our faith? Are we understanding our Christian responsibility 
Mn the right way and directing our statements and our service operations to 
the right ends?" 


Speakers insisted that when the Church talks about love as service it 
Must avoid the trap of thinking that loving service is the same as cheap 
labour. The Church provides a place in the life of its congregations where 
members can learn about and discuss issues which confront the community. It 
Must see it in the light of the revelation in Jesus Christ. 
BPS, Geneva. 


Norwegian Church Plans Model Farms in Africa qa 


(Oslo) - Five model farms vill be cstablished in West Africe under the 
Sponsorship of the Organization for Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
of the Crurch of Norway. 


4 
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Before deciding on which state to establish the programme, the 
project leader will tour throughout West Africa. The plan is to employ 
three Norwegians with agricultural and horticultural experience on each 
farm. 


Jecob Modalski, the project's managing director, has been in touch 
with the UN's Food and Agricultural Organization, Lutheran World Federation 
and numerous missionaries in the area. The programme will be carried out 
in close cooperation with other relief organizations and government 
officials in the state selected, EPS, Geneva. 


World Council Secretaries Visit Bulgaria 


(Geneva) - Two members of the staff of the World Council of Churches made 
an informal visit to Bulgaria March 17-31. This was the first such visit 
to be made in some years. 


They were the Rev. Francis House, WCC associate secretary and 
director of the Division of Ecumenical Action, and Miss Lois Meyhoffer, 
secretary for self-help project, health and literature of the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 


They were received by His Holiness Patriarch Cyril and members of the 
|) Holy Synod. They also called upon Mr. Kutschukov, Minister for Questions 
| of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church and Religious Cults at the Ministry of 
Poreign Affairs. 


The WCC staff members attended services at Orthodox cathedrals and 
at a Protestant church. They stayed at a number of monasteries and 
convents and visited the theological academy at which Mr. House was 
Bnvited to deliver a lecture. The "Stalin" dam, a large cooperative farm, 
and hospitals and nurserics at Sofia were also visited. 


The WCC staff members said they enjoyed the opportunity to see 
something of the life of the churches and people of Bulgaria; that they 
had been very warmly received, and that they hoped that there might be 
more frequent contacts and exchanges with the Bulgarian churches. 

EPS, Geneva. 


German Christians Show Interest in Modern Bible 


(Hamburg) - Publication of the New Testament portion of the New English 

| Bible has spurred the interest of many German Christians for a similar 
translation in their own language, according to a survey conducted by the 
| weekly Welt_am Sonntag (The World on Sunday). 


"A mere polishing up of Luther's version is not sufficient to meet the 
acute needs of modern man," remarked Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, 
. president of Kirchentag, or the German Church Day Congress. 


| Similarly, Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the council of the Evangelical 
| Church in Germany, commented that "a modern, convincing translation" is 
| heeded that wold be generally recognized among German-speaking people. 


"We need it especially for the youth and also for Bible readers who do 
| not belong to any strongly defined church tradition," Dr. Scharf said. 

| "This would go hand-in-hand with the Lutheran Biblo which today is still 

| valid and irreplaceable," 
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‘ Dr. Heinrich Meyer, bishop of Ltibeck, also cited the need for a 
completely new translation since "more than 90 per cent of the passive 

Church members" no longer have any real personal access to the text of 
Huther. 


Welt am Sonntag also reported that Roman Catholic Suffragan Bishop 
Johannes von Rudloff commented that a modern translation could, in his 

| opinion, be used for readings in worship services and as a basis for 

Wsermons, if it was born out of an awareness of the corpus of German 

literature and met the requirements of a language serving sacred purposes. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Austrian Church Approves Protestant Law Proposal 
| (Vienna) - The General Synod of the Evangelical Church in Austria has 
lapproved a draft of a new Protestant law which is expected to be sub- 
mitted to Parliament shortly for final adoption. 


| At an extraordinary session, the synod unanimously agreed that the 
[pill marks a turning point in the relations between the State and the 
Evangelical Church. ts adoption will mark the end of an attempt 

started in 1920, and continued after World War II, to define the legal i 
relationship between the State and the Church. 


Although the contents of the bill have not yet been made public, 

4+ is known that complete freedom and the unrestricted right of self- 
determination are guaranteed. It further provides that State supervision 
of the churches will cease, but financial assistance will be continued. 
BPS, Geneva. 


[Transvaal Church Withdraws from World Council 


(Pretoria) -~ The Dutch Reformed Church of Transvaal, one of the two Dutch 
Reformed bodies in South Africa affiliated with the World Council of 
Churches, has voted to withdraw from the international ecumenical organi- 
Zation. 

The decision was made because the majority of synod members disapproved 
of the results of a consultation on race relations conducted last December 
| in Johannesburg under WCC auspices. At that time, 10 representatives of the 
| Transvaal church participated in drafting a statement condemning racial dis- 
crimination which was approved by 80 per cent of the delegates present. 


| The consultation statement, which was largely based on memoranda sub- 
“mitted by the Dutch Reformed delegations, was strongly criticized later in 
both the religious and secular Afrikaans press as being too "liberal" and 
at variance with official governmental policy. 

Commenting on the withdrawal of the Transvaal chureh, Dr, (Ws. A.oVusser 
!+ Hooft, WCC general secretary, said: 

"We wegret deeply that the Transvaal Dutch Reformed Church has decided 
to leave our fellowship, but we do not regret that the consultation .in 
Johannesburg has made a ¢lear Christian witness about justice in race 
relations. And we will want to maintain the fullest possible fellowship 
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with all those in South Africa in member churches and in other churches who 
are working for the realization of a truly ecumencial conception of 

the Church and for a constructive, peaceful and just solution of the race 
problem." 


Before voting to withdraw from the WCC, the synod heard from its. 
delegates to the Johannesburg consultation. 


A former moderator, the Rev. ©. B, Brink, refused to concede that his 
NM’ attitude had been wrong, although he pointed out that he had not voted 

on certain issues at stake because he could not find an answer to his 
conscience. 


The Rev. C. F. Beyers Naudé, a former member of the church's moderature, 
told the synod that he still associated himself with the decisions reached 
by the consultation. He said it was necessary that a policy which affected 
non-whites had to be Christian and acceptable to both whites and others 
alike. 


The Transvaal church, which also reaffirmed its "historical policy 

of differentiation" between races, is the second Dutch Reformed body in 

the Union to withdraw from the WCC. Earlier, the Dutch Reformed Church of 
Africa, one of the smaller Dutch Reformed groups, severed its connections, 
although an active minority in this church has constantly protested against 
the racial exclusiveness of their denomination. (See EPS No, 13). 


| Meanwhile, the special political committee of the United Nations 

i General Assembly has adopted a resolution condemning the apartheid policies 
of the South African Government. Voting in favour of the resolution were 
the nations of the-British Commonwealth, from which the Union will formally 
withdraw next month. EPS, Geneva. 


EKU Defines Status of Refugee Pastors from Hast Gorman 


(Berlin) - The Council. of the Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) has 
agreed that East German pastors who left their work there without ec- 
clesiastical permission may serve as religious instructors in. member 
churches of the Rhineland and Westphalia provided they have the approval 
Bee tocal,church leaders. 


) Earlicr, the Emergency Association of Protestant Pastors and Church 
| Workers from East Germany appealed to Bishop Martin Haug of Wtirttemberg, 
to advocate the integration of refugee clergymen into the churches of 
West Germany "in the interest of the Church and of the many churches 
without pastors", (See EPS No. Ae 


Church regulations have prohibited the employment of ministers who 
left the East Zone unless they received permission to do so by their 


churches. This step was taken because of a lack of pastors in Hast @ermany. 
EPS, Geneva. 
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The United Bible Societies has reported that portions of the Bible 
have now been translated into 1,165 languages. At least one book of them 
Bible was-translated into 14 more languages or dialects last year. In 
addition, the organization said that worldwide circulation of the 
Scriptures reached a record height in 1960, 


* * * 


In Washington, President John F. Kennedy has appointed Dr. James H.7 | 
Robinson, prominent Negro pastor of tthe Presbyterian Church of the Master] 
-in New York, as one of four vice-chairmen of the National Advisory Counea] 
for the Peace Corps. Long active in promoting better race relations, Dr 
Robinson is director of Operation Crossroads, a private programme in WJ} 
which American college students spend their summer vacations working on @} 
development projects in African villages. 1 


* * * 


Dr. Achmen Sukarno, President of Indonesia, has been invited to addre 
the Jentennial celebration of Lutheranism in the country which will be 
observed next fall. The main celebration will take place October 7=8 atm 
Tarutung and will be attended by representatives of the Lutheran World 
es and the World Council of Seine ai (The dels s04-member Batak 


the Teaaeee Lutheran communion in ie oy Greaves. work. in the SOU wae 
started by Rhenish German missionarics of whom-the most outstanding was 9) 
Ludwig Nommensen, called "the apostle to the Bataks", 


* * * 


The Swiss Evangelical Church Federation has asked all of its member 
churches to give.their opinions by October 21st on the establishment of ar) 
Piatt he Lene Protestant. radio, station in Switgerland.  Asia.tirss step 
the Geneva National Church "confirmed the financial consequences" of 
establishing such a station, at a meeting of the Consistory. 


ce ME BO RE 74 


; A fourth Swedish woman theologian will be ordained by Bishop Ruben | 

Josefson in R&rnésand in May. The future woman minister of the Lutheran |} 
' Church is.24-years-old. During her theological studies she also followed 
courses at the Social Institute in Stockholm, where she is now working as | 
an assistant professor. Bishop Josefson stated, in a radio speech, that | 
the three previously ordained women ministers had already fully proved Wj 
themselves in their new ministry in the Swedish church. E 


¥ '* 
rat 


The Vatican has altered its attitude toward Italian Protestants, — 
according to leading figures in the Waldensian Church. Superintendent y 
Ernesto Ayassot said "a wind of peace from Rome" has blown for the past 
few months. This change is linked with preparations for the forthcoming | 
second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council, he indicated. In some places, it a 


has even resulted in direct Bonkeane between Roman Catholic and Prote sstant 
church leaders. EPS, Genevas 
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Communion Rites Held by Scottish, Swedish Clergy 


(Stockholm) - Scottish Presbyterian and Swedish Lutheran churchmen 
recently administered Holy Communion to one another in accordance with 
the traditional orders of both churches. 


The Primate of the Church of Sweden, Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren of 
Uppsala, and Dr. J. H. S. Burleigh, moderator of the Church of Scotland, 
participated in the services, held in conjunction with a four-day 
conference of a small group of theologians from each body at Sigtuna 
near Stockholm. 


The conference, the first of its kind between representatives of 
the two groups, was preceded by an exchange of correspondence which 
began nearly a decade ago. 


Dr. Hultgren's predecessor, Archbishop Yngve Brilioth, had replied 
that he considered discussions on the subject unnecessary "since no 
hindrance exists on either side" to the practice of intercommunion. 
However, the conference here, convened by Dr. Hultgren, took place 
against a background of protests from those who contended that the 
Iutheran confessions were being violated. (See EPS No. 13). 
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Conference participants were told that one of the obstacles to 
intercommunion may be the stand taken by the Swedish Church in favour 
of admitting women to the ministry. Also discussed were church-state 
relations and various aspects of modern evangelism. . EPS, Geneva. 


Presbyterians May Issue US Church Union Proposal 


(Philadelphia) - Steps toward union with three other major Protestant H 
bodies in the United States are expected to be initiated by the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA at its annual General Assembly at Buffalo, ‘ 
New York, May 17-24. 


Denominational leaders said they expect the assembly to issue a formal 
invitation to the United Church of Christ, the Protestant Episcopal and 
the Methodist GChurches to consider such a union, which was originally 
suggested by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presby- 
terian Church. 


) Expressing the belief that his denomination should take the initiative 
for such a move, Dr. Blake reported that nearly 40 of the 220 Presbyteriss. 
have called for such action and none has acted negatively toward the 
proposal. 


It is also expected that the question will come up in some form at the 
triennial General Convention of the Episcopal Church in Detroit in September, 
It has evoked criticism from some "high churchmen" or Anglo-Catholics, 
who believe an equal or "common ministry" would effect the church's 
episcopacy and apostolic succession. 


In making the proposal, Dr. Blake said he was moved by "the scandal 
of our divisions", which have caused particular “embarrassment and handicap 
on the mission fields". However, in setting the broad outline of a 
combined church which is "truly Catholic and truly Reformed", he has made 
it clear that he was not favouring "a national Protestant power bloc", but 
rather a "union or fellowship at the Communion table", and "a visible, 
effective unity in the local community". 


Meanwhile, a conservative Southern Presbyterian weekly, The Presbyterian 
Journal, has proposed a re-alignment of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA and the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern) to form two new 
churches -~ one"ecumenical’ and the other "evangelical". 


The paper said editorially the Blake proposal "would cause Presbyterian- 
ism to vanish from America in favour of an ecumenical church where doctrinal 
integrity would be subordinated to organizational bigness". 4 


Under the alternative plan, The Journal said, one Presbyterian church 
would be committed to the historic Reformed faith while the other would be 


openly receptive to a merger such as the one suggested by Dr. Blake. 
EPS, Geneva. 


WCC Affiliation Rejected by Australian Baptists 


(Sydney ) - Proposals to affiliate with the World Council of Churches have, 
for the second time, been rejected by the Baptist Union of New South Wales. 


In urging against WCC membership, several speakers charged that the 
/international ecumenical organization "aimed at a complete union of the 
churches". This charge has been repeatedly denied by the WCC, which has 
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made it cléar that in no sense is it an administrative body which exerts 
authority over member churches. 


Speakers also argued that Baptists could not cooperate with churches 
that "deny religious liberty". They pointed to the "present pergecution 
ef the Baptists in Greece which was instigated by the Orthodox Church 
there, a member of the World Council of Churches", 


However, speakers said the Australian Baptists were quite prepared 
to "cooperate with other Christians in all evangelical and inter-church 
movements whose objectives they can support". EPS, Geneva. 


Methodists Schedule African Strategy Consultation 


(New York) - The future course of Methodist policies and work in Africa 

is expected to be shaped at a top-level strategy conference to be held 
May 8-16 under the auspices of the denomination's Board of Missions either 
et Hiisabethville in the Gongo's Katanga Province or at Salisbury in 
Southern Rhodesia. 


Seventy-five leaders from the United States, South America, Kurope, 
Asia and Africa will attend the sessions. They will include executives 
and members of the US mission board, clergymen and lay leaders from 
Europe, Asia and South America, and 53 leaders in Africa, including four 
Methodist bishops with episcopal responsibilities on the continent. 


A 16-member advisory committee will be formed among the representatives 
from outside the United States to counsel with the board and’ serve as an 
agency through which Methodist leaders around the world can exchange ideas 
and share information. Before assembling for the strategy sessions, all 
delegates from outside Africa will receive orientation as part of four- 
member teams studying conditions in the Congo Angola, Liberia, Southern 
Rhodesia, Algeria, Tunisia, Mozambique and the Union of South Africa. 

BPS, Geneva. 


Dr. Fisher Submits British Church Council Resignation 


(Dublin) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, has 
submitted to the British Council of Churches his resignation as president, 
a post he has held since 1945. 


A representative committee is expected to be appointed at the council's 
forthcoming semi-annual meeting, to be held here April 25-26, to consider 
a successor to Dr. Fisher, who will retire May 31. In the meantime, the 
executive committee has asked the archbishop to remain in office until 
the council's autumn meeting. 


Dr. Fisher will preside at the forthcoming council meeting, which 
represents the first time the BCC has convened in the Republic of Ireland. 


Three member churches -- the Church of Ireland, the Presbyterian and the 
Methodist Churches -- are found in the Republic as well as in Northern 
Ireland. 


In addition to council members, 20 official observers have been 
invited, including the Archbishop of Dublin, the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Ireland, and the president of the 
Methodist Church of Ireland. 


4 
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Among the issues coming before the meeting are arrangements for Holy 
Communion at the Third British Conference of Christian Youth, to be held 
at Leicester next year, a report on the further education of young people, 
and another from the Group on the Moral Aspects of Disarmament. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Transvaal Church Adopts Resolutions on WCC Consultation 


(Bretoria) - Contacts between the Dutch Reformed Church of Transvaal and 
the World Council of Churches will be maintained although its synod has 
voted to withdraw from the international ecumenical organization. (See 
Document). 


The Transvaal church withdrew from the WCC following a race 
consultation held last December in Johannesburg under World Council auspices. 
The Dutch Reformed Church of Africa severed its connections for similar 
reasons. (See ciisahen aN Ra teley lea, A). 


However, the Transvaal synod voted to remain in correspondence with 
the WCC, and instructed its committee for current affairs to make a 
thorough study of the concept of ecumenicity in cooperation with a similar 
committee of the Council of Dutch Reformed Churches. It also instructed 
the committee to give further consideration to the statement issued by 
the Johannesburg consultation. 


The synod disapproved of criticism of the South African Government's 
race policy by the consultation, and reaffirmed its support of the Union's 
policy of differentiation. It also expressed regret that the 
consultation resolutions were adopted before a "proper" church meeting 
had an opportunity to consider them. 


In a resolution on membership in the World Council, the synod cited 
as a reason for its withdrawal "the long-cherished ideal of church union" 
Moich, it said, would be "in danger of being jeopardized..." if it 
retained membership in the WCC. BPS, Geneva. 


US Theological Students Protest Against Apartheid 


(Boston) -~ An orderly demonstration was staged outside Boston University 
recently by Negro theological students who were protesting against South 
Africa's race policy. 


The students! demonstration coincided with an address at the 
university by South Africa's Ambassador Willem Maude, who contended that his 
country!s apartheid policy is designed to benefit whites and blacks alike. 


Ambassador Maude quoted a recent statement of Prime Minister H. F. 
Verwoerd: "We are carefully preparing the Bantu for an ever-growing share 
of responsibility. When the time comes for their independence, they will 
have become a democratically-experienced nation". 


He added that his nation intends to safeguard the position of the 
whites "in areas where Huropean immigrants settled more than 400 years 


ago. EPS, Geneva. 
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Churches Deplore Tactics of John Birch Society 


(New York) - Several Protestant bodies throughout the United States have 
levelled widespread criticimagainst the extreme right Wing political move- 
ment, known as the John Birch Society. 


The society's founder, Robert H. W. Welch, of Belmont, Mass., has 
contended that former President Kisenhower "is a dedicated, conscious agent 
of the Communist conspiracy". He has also charged that Presidents 
Roosevelt and Truman, along with the late secretary of State, John Foster 
Dulles, were "Communist tools". 


The society's four announced purposes are (1) to organize the 
impeachment of Chief Justice Earl Warren of the US Supreme Court (2) to 
expose and boycott all goods made behind the Iron Curtain (3) to work for 
a@ constitutional amendment abolishing the Federal income tax and (4) to 
strengthen the work of the House Committee on un-American activities. 


The society has launched telephone and writing campaigns and is 
distributing "documentation" of its charge that the Chief Justice in his 
Supreme Court opinions has voted 92 percent of the time in favour of 
communists and subversives. He has also alleged that communists have 
infiltrated the Protestant clerey in the Us, 


Meanwhile, the Texas State Council of Churches referred to the 
organization as a'dictator-run, semi-secret society", while the Northern 
California-Nevado Council of Churches urged its members to be alert 
"against the tactics of those totalitarians who bore from within and 
attempt to manipulate sincere people so that they unwittingly further 


Subversive ends!!, 


Dr. EKugene Carson Blake, stated elerk of the United Presbyterian 
Church, declared in Santa Barbara, California, that it was time for church 
members "to wake up to what is happening to you under the guise of anti- 
communism". Stating that the John Birch Society is spreading false witness 
against the clergy and lay leaders of his denomination and the National 
Council, Dr. Blake cautioned: "Don'!t¢ let your Americanism and your 
Presbyterianism be corrupted by those who would substitute a fuehrer 
principle for our free society". EPS, Geneva. 


Rumanian Church Will send Observers to New Delhi 


(Geneva) + His Beatitude Justinian Marina, Patriarch of the Rumanian 

Orthodox Church, has informed the general sceretary of the World Council | 
of Churches that his church gladly accepts the invitation of the World : 
Council of Yhurches to send an observer to the Third Assembly of the wcc 
at New Delhi in November. " 


His Beatitude told the Rev. Francis House, associate general secretary 
of the WCC, who was making a short visit to Bucharest, that the Rumanian 
Church, which is not a member of the Council, was now taking a very great 
interest in the ecumenical movement. They had been very well informed about 
ecumenical developments by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 
Especially since the meeting of the Central Committee of the WCC at Rhodes 
in 1959, he said. 
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The Patriarch observed that the Rumanian Church had taken an active 
part in the ecumenical movement before the formation of the World Council 
and had acquired much experience of ccumenical meetings. The time had 
again come, he said, for the Rumanian Church to take an active share. 
There were now good possibilities of closer contact and rapprochement 
between the Rumanian Orthodox Church and both the World Council and 
the churches of the Anglican Communion. 


Since 1958 the Journal of the Rumanian Patriarchate has published 
extensive news reports of ecumenical developments and extracts from the 
Report of the 1958 Lambeth @onferenve of Angiican Bishops. (The whole 
Report has been translated into Rumanian by Professor Vintula Popescu), 


During his short visit to Bucharest, Mr. House was invited to 
visit the Theological Institute and Seminary, the extensive church 
printing house and workshops, and a number of convents and monasteries 
in the neighbourhood. He said he was greatly impressed by the amount 
of repair and reconstruction of damage caused by the earthquake (of 1940) 
and the war that had been done by the Patriarchate in recent years, and 
by the fact that a considerable number of new churches had been built in 
the suburbs of the city. EPS, Geneva. 


Missouri Synod Urged to Sever NCC Connections 


(Austin, Texas ) ~ The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has been urged to 
sever all connections with the National Council of Churches (USA), 


A resolution urging such action was adopted at the 38th annual 
convention of the denomination's Texas District here after the Rev. Albert 
F, Jesse, district president, called upon Lutherans to take "an 
uncompromising stand on sound doctrine and practice". 


"Spiritual resources of our nation by which so many powerful foes 
have been overcome in the past are being depleted," he said. "Cries for 
the amalgamation of once relatively conservative oneeeh bodies with those 

_which have been consistently liberal are ominous indeed." 


Although the Missouri Synod is not an official member of the NCC, it 
has cooperative arrangements with several of its departments and commissions, 
notably in the fields of home and forcign missions and social welfare. 


"Some officisuls of the NCC have assumed that the cooperation of our 
boards and departments means that we are in agreement with all that is 
done in and by the NCC -- and this is simply not true", said the Rev. Charles 
W. Keturakat, pastor of St. PaullsLutheran Church, San Antonio, and a member 
of the committee which drafted the resolution. EPS, Geneva 


Students Discuss African Life in Technical Society 


(Geneva) - A conference of African students living in Europe has adopted 
four resolutions dealing with their personal involvement and responsibility 
as Christians in building up their own nations and Africa as a whole. 


Students from 11 African nations attended the conference held at 
the John Knox House here under the auspices of the World Council of 
Churches Department on the Laity and the World Student Christian 
Federation. 
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Resolutions adopted by the conference follows: 


One -- Our common study of the African family in an evolving technical 
society under Christian impact has made us conscious of the problems 
facing present-day Africa. We note a great confusion in many aspects, and 
request, in particular, that the Africen churches that have already begun 
} serious study on polygamy pursue it, and that those that have not yet 
indertaken this do so. 


: Two -- Our hopes that Africa fulfill its vocation to the world 
sommunity by developing a communal society make us conscious of the fact 
fhat political independence alone is not adequate to this end, and that 
somplete decolonisation in the social and cconomic domains is also necessary 
Por the full independence of African nations. 


Three -- Our life as students in Europe makes us aware of the fact 
that the press, radio and all other means of public communication do not 
Represent affairs in Africa in the best way. We call upon them to adopt 
in unbiased attitude in order to avoid creating misunderstanding between 
juropeans and Africans. 


Four -- Our oneness in Christ leads us to express with deep concern at 
the departure of the Dutch Reformed Church of Africa (Nededuits Hervormde 
kerk ) from the World Council of Churches. This move, based purely on a 
particular doctrine of race, is not in accordance with the Word of God 
as contained in the Holy Scriptures, 


The Hervormde Kerk, one of the smaller Dutch Reformed bodics in the 
Union, withdrew from the WCC as a result of a race consultation held last 
December in Johannesburg under World Council auspices. EPS, Geneva. 


Jonference of Churches and Missions in the Pacific 


(Apia, West Samoa) - A Conference of Churches and Missions in the Pacific 
area will be held April 22 - May 4 under the auspices of the International 
Missionary Council at the Malua Theological College, near Apia, West 
Samoa, by invitation of the churches in Samoa. 


This conference is the first of its kind to be held in the area. Fifty- 
five representatives of @hurches and missions will be attending, from Samoa, 
Cook Islands, Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Niue, Nauru, New Caledonia, Tahiti, 
Caroline and Marshall Islands, New Hebrides, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Ap ly 
and three territories of New Guinea. They represent churches and missions 
Of six denominations. ' 


The chairman will be Br. S. A. Havea of Tonga. Two fratcrnal Yepresent- 
atives from the East Asia Christian Conference, a Consultant from Hawaii, 
and members of staff of the World Council of Churches and the International 
fissionary Council will participate. Five commissions in the Conference 
Will consider the subjects: theministry, the unfinished evangelistic task, 
the relevance of the Gospel to the changing conditiors of life in the 
Pacific, the place of young people in the life of the Church, and the 
Christian family. EPS, Geneva. 
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Catholic Women Hear of Christian Unity Gains 


(Roanoke) - The cause of Christian unity has been promoted by the World 
Council of Churches and the decision of Pope John XXIII to call a Second 
Vatican (Ecumenical) Council, a conference of Roman Catholic women 

was informed here. 


This point was made by both Col. Francis Pickens Miller, a Presbyterian 
layman and former president of the Virginia Council of Churches, and 
Father Eugene Burke, professor of theology at the Catholic University of 
yAmerica in Washington, D. C. They spoke at the biennial convention of the 
National Council of Catholic Women's Richmond Diocesan Council. 


Describing the growth of the ecumenical movement, Col. Miller noted 
that as new denominations were organized, “the spirit of God was at work 
in men's hearts moving them to hunger more and more for unity". 


Col. Miller traced the growth of Protestant-Orthdox unity endeavours, 
beginning with the organization of the World Student Christian Federation 
in 1895, to the creation of the World Council in Amsterdam in 1948. 


Pointing out that the WCC will hold its Third Assembly in New Delhi, 
India, Nov. 18-Dec. 6, Col. Miller, a member of the WCC Central Committee, 
noted that "the mission of the Church (will be put) at the very heart of the 
ecumenical movement" when the International Missionary Council is integrated 
with the World Council. 


Stressing that "fresh winds are blowing away age-old animosities and 
prejudices": between Protestants and Catholics, he further paid tribute 
to the work being done by the Secretariat for Christian Unity in preparation 
for the forthcoming Vatican Council. 


"This is the Holy Spirit at work in the hearts of men everywhere", 
he said, "and it is the Holy Spirit who has been working in this matter 
through John XXIII, for whom I thank God and take courage". 


Father Burke, paying tribute to the WCC for promoting "a climate 
favourable to unity", pointed out that "too much emphasis has been placed 
On the differences" dividing Catholics and Protestants. 


"The Bible which we all have is a logical place to begin work on what 
we have in common", he said. 


Father Burke termed the division of Christians "the disgrace of 
Christendom", especially on the mission fields. He said he believed the 
time was ripe for Christians to present a united front against the forces 
in the world today which would destroy all faiths. 


Viewing the forthcoming Vatican Council as the beginning of a dialogue 
Winstead of a debate between members of all faiths, he said the key to 
unity is "the recognition of the individual sincerity of every human 
being". EPS, Geneva. 


EXD Critical of East Germany's New Labour Law 


(Berlin) - The Evangelical Church in German (EKD) has rejected the draft 
of a new Fast German labour law as "a serious attack on freedom of belief 
and of conscience", 
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The church's criticism of the code was contained in a letter just made 
public from Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher of the Evangelical Church 
in Pomerania, on behalf of the Conference of East German Churches, to the 
Hast German Chamber of Deputies. However, the government disregarded the 
church's stand on the measure, which will become effective July 1. 


In his letter, Bishop Krummacher contended that the new legislation 
gives the impression that the fulfillment of plans is more important than 
the consideration of human lives. 


However, the most serious criticism arises from the fact that "the 
Graft legislation not only regulates the external conditions under which 
people are to work, but also tries to. impose its terms on their conscience 
and forces them to accept the ethics of socialism!, he continued. 


Bishop Krummacher further maintained that the purpose of the code is 
"to try to speed up the process of re-educating the workers in the German 
People's Republic and turning them into people with socialist minds", 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the EXD Council, voiced similar criticism 
of the new law in speaking to the Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Germany (ELKD) in session here. He said the law "turns man into a tool 
of socialism and of an ideology which does not know, and does not want to 
know, anything of man's dignity as a creature of God". EPS, Geneva. 


WCC Sponsors Racial, Ethnic Relations Consultation 


(Geneva) ~ A consultation on racial and ethnic relations has recommended 
that the World Council of Churches should actively aid its member churches 
Nin dealing with racial problems, 


Twenty-five church leaders and race relations experts attended the 
Conference held here recently to outline a programme for the WCC's 
Secretariat on Racial and Bthnic Relations, authorized last summer by the 
World Council's Central Committee. 


The consultation recommended that the WCC assist its affiliated churches 


in analyzing the present racial situation, in coping with certain . "burning 
issues" of the problem, and in acquiring a deeper theological understanding 
of the Christian meaning of race. 


The World Council was further urged to arrange for a scries of 
Meonsultations in areas of major racial tension and to help through the 
Yexchange of information and visits by specialized consultants. 


: Consultation recommendations will be forwarded to the WCC's Third 
MAssembly which will be held in New Delhi, India, Nov. 18-Dec. Gi tor ite 
| Consideration and action. 


Among the speakers were Dr. J. Oscar Lee, director of the Department 
of Racial and Cultural Relations of the National Council of Churches (USA); 
/Mr. Philip Mason, director of the Race Relations Institute in London; Mr. 
Fred Van Wyk, associate director of the South African Institute of Race 
Relations; the Rev. Isaac Mumpansha, a pastor in Northern Rhodesia, and 
Mr. 6. R. Hensman of Ceylon. 


Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, director of the WCC's Division of Studies, 
'was consultation chairman. EPS, Geneva. 


No. 15 - 21st April, 1961 , 14 


In Brief 


A Protestant centre will be established at the Cité universitaire, ~ 
the residential centre of the University of Paris, by the French Student 
Christian Movement. The Rev. Charles Westphal, president of the French 

|Protestant Federation, recently laid the cornerstone for the centre, which 

'will include a chapel and recreation and meeting rooms. 


zSomellals sy eit 
¢ 


The East German Department of Church Affairs has reported that a total 
of 6,060 Protestant and 1,433 Roman Catholic clergymen are serving in the 
‘Bast Zone. It further noted that there are seven Jewish communities in 
Bast Germany with a total membership of some 2,000. 


Tee done he | he 


A group of young Germans, affiliated with Aktion Versoehnuneg, (Action 
for Reconciliation), will assist in the restoration of Coventry Cathedral, 
‘destroyed by Nazi bombers in World War II. The volunteers are skilled 
ibDricklayers, carpenters and craftsmen. Members have previously restored a 
Church in France, built a youth centre in Holland, a community centre in 
'Israel, and an international centre in Greece. The group also established 
‘a complete farm in Norway. 


al * 


: The Rev. Jorg Rothermundt of Stuttgart, will succeed the Rev. Jurgen 
MRoloff, June 1, as assistant to the director of the Department of Theology 
‘of Lutheran World Federation in Geneva, Switzerland. In his new post, 
Pastor Rothermundt will assist the department's director, Dr. Vilmos Vajta, 
“in the scholarship programme of the department and in its quarterly 
literature survey. 


* * * 


The Rt. Rev. Richard Ambrose Reeves, former Anglican Bishop of 
Johannesburg, South Africa, has arrived in New York to begin a six-weeks 
Speaking tour of 15 cities in the United States. ‘Bishop Reeves, an out- 
Bpoken critic of South Africa's racial policy, is making the tour under 
the auspices of the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


GA ea a ea 


~- ‘The Archbishop of York, Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, left England this 
week to participate in independence celebrations in Sierra Leone. Dr. 
Ramsey, who will become Archbishop of Canterbury next month, will also 
Visit Fourah Bay College, founded in 1827 by the Church Missionary Society, 


Jee sae © Ras 


| Death has taken Dr. Nicolas Louvaris, 74, noted Greek theologian and 
former Minister of Education and Sults in his country. Archbishop Theoklitos 
of Athens, head of the Orthodox Church in Greece, officiated at the funeral 
‘Tites. 

= Stu fe ee ao 


a Gratitude has been expressed to Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, 


for his "very personal interest" in the projected African radio station to 
be established in the country by the Lutheran World Federation. Dr. Sigurd 
Aske, LWF's Broadcasting Service director, expressed his appreciation in an 
‘audience at the imperial palace in Addis Ababa. eee S.. Geneva. 


HT Oe ee a ee dad ance My AMY bi hme ee tana 
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Document: 


The full text of the resolutions adopted by the synod of the Dutch | 
Reformed Church of the Transvaal concerning the World Council of Churches 
follows: , 


Resolution on W.C.C. Consultation: 


1. Synod regrets the passing and publication of such far-reaching 
resolutions. as those passed by the Ghurch Consultation at Cottesloe, * 
before a proper church meeting has had the opportunity to consider them, i 
and decides that all resolutions conflicting with our Church's formulated 
policy are unacceptable to this gathering, 


2, Synod strongly disapproves of the criticism of government policy 
in this manner and in such a way as: 


(a) +t has unnecessarily embarrassed the government in carrying out its 
difficult task; 


(b) other more positive and tried ways are open to the church as such for 
this purpose; : 7 


(c) the church has up to this stage, in carrying out its missionary task, 
always enjoyed the good support and co-operation of the Government, which 
we wish to place on record with gratitude and appreciation; 


(d) it took place at the unfortunate stage when South Africa was in the 
centre of hostile attacks; 


3. “Synod reaffirms that the church has; accepted it as part of its 
calling to also promote the highest interests of the non-white population 
groups as well as others, and is convinced that this can best be done 
‘according to the historical policy of differentiation. 


4, Through the pastoral letter the Synod calls all members of the — 
Church to continue maintaining and promoting the Christian attitude 
toward the non-whites in both the temporal and spiritual spheres. 


5. Synod instructs its Committce for Current Affairs to enquire whi 
resolutions of the W.¢.C. Consultation demand further thought and - 
formulation, and to consider and report on them. 


6. Synod notes the fact that our representatives admit certain 
errors in their actions with regard to procedure. It disapproves of the 
resolutions of the Consultation taken as a whole, but accepts the good fa 
and integrity of its representatives, who have tried to serve their Shure 
under difficult circumstances, and trusts that their services will contin 
to be of great value for the ¢hurch, to the glory of the Name of the Lord 


Resolutions on W.0.C. Membership: 


Tn 


1. In view of the report. of the ad hoc committee, from which it 18 
clear that there are many misgivings about the World Council of Churches; 
and for the sake of the long-cherished ideal of Shurch Union (of the feder 
Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerke), the attainment of which is already in 
sight but which is in danger of being jeopardized by our Shurch!s members 
of the World Council of Churches, the Synod resolves to terminate the sa4 
membership forthwith; 


-2. Synod instructs its Committee for Current Affairs to make a thor 
study, in cooperation with a similar committee of the Council of D. Ream 
es, of the idea of ecumenicity. ) 


3. Synod decides to remain in correspondence with the World: 0oaaam 
eae TpPDa. Geneva 


Nh ER Me a pl 


No. 16/28th Year 28 April, 1961 


On Other Pages 


Perot WiMan a teneW i bedi tatbed yin Angola ya; We le be elle ce ook 4 
CO Te ueees Cuba Nonainuervention, baog Cease-Fire (4,4) 0)6).8 ve se deed 
puevrelian Cnurenes kesret” Gouth Africa's Race Stand’. 3°45 46-0 6 
Poocree a Vitel Orne Tem era tt or, POLLCLGR) 6 iss wile. «06s. seu a. aale. UE 
survey Shows Religious Issue Basic in 1960 US Election ......s 8 
French Student Christian Movement Backs President De Gaulle ... 10 
eC een ER eo Ritsd Poe Shay” Vee, ania is tiiw ele es OR Cee A ee Ek He a 
De OOo, Weare) Meith Sela rie. Meds ele ek ete SYMONE BAKU Sie 


Russian Orthodox Church Applies for Membership in WCC 


(Geneva, April 27) - The Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church has 
applied for membership in the World Council of Churches. The announce- 
ment was made simultaneously in “eneva and at the annual meetinz of the 
US Conference for the ‘Yorld Council of Churches meeting in Buck Hill 
Falls (Pa.). 


The General Secretary of the WCC, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, said 
at a press conference here today that Patriarch Alexis, the Patriarch of 
Moscow and all Russia, sent the formal application for membership last 
week. 


He said it would be acted on early in the Council's Third Assembly 
scheduled to begin in New Delhi, India, November 18, along with appli- 
cations from eight or more other churches. Other churches which have 
already applied for membership include two Pentecostal churches in Chile, 
the hioravian Church of the est Cape Province, the Presbyterian Church 
in Trinidad, the  glise évangélique de Nouvelle Calédonie et aux Iles 
Loyauté, the Union of Baptist Churches of the Cameroun, and the United 
Church of Central Africa in Rhodesia. 


If accepted by a vote of two-thirds of the member churches present 
at the meeting, new churches will be seated at the assembly. The 


? y 
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applicants have expressed their agreement with the basis for membership. 
Churches in the Council "accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour". 
Since places at the assembly have already been allocated, the Russian 
Church will not have a large representation if admitted. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that receiving the Russian Church now 
culminates an invitation made with the full knowledge and to the general 
approbation of the charter members of the Council in 1948. He said 
that there were expressions of disappointment that the Russian Church, 
embracing millions of Christians, was not present at the first assembly 
of the Council in Amsterdam in 1948. 


"Highty-five places were reserved for Orthodox, hopefully including © 
the Russians." 


Nothing has occurred in the Russian Church to make it less acceptable 
as a member in 1961 than it was in 1948", he said. "A reversal in the 
World Council's position would have to come from an alteration in our 
outlook on ecumenicity." 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft stressed that the World Council has not changed 
its basic view about ecumenicity since Amsterdam, but the Russian Church 
indicates by its application for membership that it has changed its 
attitude to the Council. 


"Tf this application is not accepted, the WCC itself would give 
occasion and provocation for the formation of an eastern equivalent of 
the Council with unhappy consequences including some for some of its 
present member churches and the Christian cause", Dr. Visser it Hoole 
warned. 


"Receiving the Russians would involve fewer open questions and 
hazards in 1961 than would have been gladly accepted in 1948. The 
World Council is an entity with already established characteristics 
and methods of procedure. There are abundant precedents out of the 
formative years; we are now sure that every study and activity will 
be based on biblical theology, not political casuistry." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that the application can be seen as an 
act of faith in the WCC and its present members for several reasons. 
He said the representatives of the Russian Church will be a small 
proportion of the total. 


The application for membership from the Russian Church is the 
culmination of consultations dating back to the days before the World 
Council was actually constituted in 1948. From 1946 to 1948 the World 
Council of Churches (in process of formation) made repeated efforts to . 
secure the participation of the Russian Orthodox Church in the new world ‘; 
body. 


Following a conference of Orthodox bishops held in Moscow in July, 
1948, the Moscow Patriarchate informed the WCC that the Russian Orthodox 
Church had decided not to join the World Council of Churches while "it 
showed its present tendencies". Specific objections were based on its 
interpretation of the Council's attitudes to unity and its role in inter- 
national and social affairs. 


a 
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For six years, until after the second assembly of the World Council 
held in Evanston, Illinois, in 1954, there was little contact. But the 
conversations began again after the official transmission to the Russian 
Church of an assembly declaration on world peace and disarmament. 


The Patriarchate replied at length to the appeal. At its 1955 
meeting in Davos, Switzerland, the 9N-member Central Committee of the 
World Council sent a letter to the Patriarch expressing desire for closer 

relationships with a view to better understanding. 


The most important step to closer contact took place in Utrecht, the 
Netherlands, in August, 1958, when three representatives of the Russian 
Orthodox Church met a delegation from the World Council of Churches. The 
representatives agreed on an exchange of visits between the WCC and the 
Russian Church. 


In 1959 two representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate spent a month 
in Geneva, Switzerland, at the headquarters of the World Council and 
attended the meeting of the Central Committee on the Island of Rhodes, 
Greece. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, 
on invitation of the Patriarch, led an international delegation from 
the World Council staff on a visit to churches in the USSR in December, 
B59. The delegation visited Russian Orthodox, Baptist, Lutheran, and 
Armenian churches. 


The year 1960 saw a number of observers from the Russian Orthodox 
Church at ecumenical meetings. They attended the Faith and Order 
Commission, the iixecutive Committee of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, and the WCC Central Committee meeting in St. 
Andrews, Scotland, in August. In July delegates of the Patriarchal 
Church attended the Huropean Ecumenical Youth Assembly at Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 


The head of the Patriarchate's Department of Foreign Church Relations, 
Bishop Nikodim, paid visits to Geneva to the World Council in November, 
1960 and february, 1961. 


The letter of application signed by Patriarch Alexis, refers to 
"problems of mutual rapprochement between all Christians, the deepening 
of mutual understanding among divided Christians and the strengthening 
of universal brotherhood, love, and peace among the nations on the basis 
of the Gospel". 


"In this respect we count on the efforts made by the World Council 
of Churches to strengthen the spirit of ecumenical brotherhood as well 
as the contacts with the Russian Orthodox Church", the letter says. 

It says the Russian Orthodox Church "has not only always prayed and 
continues to pray for the welfare of the Holy Churches of God and the 
union of all" but is "fully determined to make her contribution to the 
great task of Christian unity on the lines of the previous movements of 
faith and order, life and work, and international friendship through the 
churches which now find their common expression in the different forms 
and aspects of the World Council of Churches", 
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In making its application, the Church lists 30,000 priests and 
73 bishoprics inside the USSR. There are 20,000 parishes and 40 
monasteries. The eight theological schools maintained by the Church 
include two academies and six seminaries. EPS, Geneva. 


Methodist Ministers Killed, Jailed in Angola 


(New York) - Portuguese civilians or military forces killed eight African 
Methodist ministers after hurried trials during the first month of the 
Angola rebellion, the Methodist Division of World Missions has reported 
here, 


The division said further that at least half of the denomination's 
150 African pastors are reported in prison, have fled with their families, 
or have been killed. 


Basing their reports on "the most reliable Methodist sources in the 
country", division spokesmen said the families of ministers have also 
suffered at the hands of armed white civilians. 


"One pastor in prison reportedly lost two daughters (who were) at ; 
home for Easter", they said, "When arrested (he) left a badly injured 
wife who has not been heard from in several weeks." 


Division spokesmen considered the slaying of the Rev. Guilherme a 
Pereira Ingles, superintendent of the Dembos District, to be the most 
severe loss for the denomination. in. his,.fifth, year as head of the 
largest Methodist district in membership and financial strength in Africa, 

Mr. Ingles left behind his widow and nine children. 


The division reported that white civilians came to the Ingles home 
after the massacres of March 15-18 in which Africans reportedly killed 
some 500 whites, and demanded that his house be searched. 


"Mr, Ingles was shot in the leg and loaded on a truck and taken to 
Quibaxi for imprisonment", it said. WAtter ea hurried military triad, ee 
he was shot together with the Rev. Cristovao da Silva, local pastor in aa 
Piro, and his body reportedly loaded in a truck with others who had is 
suffered a like fate. All bodies were reportedly dumped in the Dange 
River." 


Division spokesmen said Mrs. Ingles was in Luanda with the youngest 
child for medical treatment at the time of her husband's death and has 
not been permitted to return home to care for four of the other children ue 
from whom no word had been received at last report. a 


In addition, division spokesmen said many Methodist churches and 
schools have been destroyed or extensively damaged, including seven 
schools and chapels in the capital of Luanda alone. 


Among the factors cited for these moves against the Methodist Church 
were the resentment of Portuguese whites in Angola against the position 
of the United States regarding Portugal's overseas provinces, and the 
resentment of some plantation owners against the Methodist educational 
programme which has helped to provide trained African leadership. 


4a a 
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fhe New York Times, in a report from Madrid, said there has been a 
mounting campaign in Angola against the "Catequistas", or Angolans who 
have been educated at Protestant missions, which have been in the 
country since 1880. About 20,000 Angolans are receiving education from 
Protestant missions there, the newspaper said. 


Meanwhile, the US State Department issued a formal protest to 
Portugal after a Methodist mission building in Luanda was damaged during 
a demonstration by several hundred persons. 


In the Angola Annual Conference, there are 30,690 full and prepara- 
tory Methodists, who have been served by 50 ordained and 68 supply (lay) 
ministers. EPS, Geneva 


Pastor Boegner Comments on Conscientious Objectors 


(Metz) - Pastor Mare Boegner, former president of the French Protestant 
Pederation, told a military tribunal hearing the case of a Protestant 
youth charged with resisting military service that he had long favoured 
a statute recognizing the rights of genuine conscientious objectors. 


However, the well-known Protestant leader told the tribunal that 
Protestant churches generally had never tried to justify conscientious 
objection to military duty because, in his opinion, there were no 
definite Scriptural grounds for it. At the same time, he made it 
clear that Protestants may resist conscription on grounds of personal 
conscience. 


The youth, who previously appeared before a court on a similar 
charge, was sentenced to two years! imprisonment. Three others - a 
Roman Catholic and two Jehovah's Witnesses - were given 18-month terms. 

EPS, Geneva 


Methodist Bishop Reports Attacks in Congo 


(New York) = Several Methodist residences have been attacked and looted 
in the Central Congo and an African district Buperintendent has been 
imprisoned, the denomination's Board of Missions reported here. 


The board said that Bishop Newell S. Booth reported from Katanga 
Province that his administrative assistant, the Rev. Moise Ngandjolo, was 
beaten, robbed and imprisoned with other Africans. The board quoted 
Bishop Booth as saying that he had also received reports that denomin- 
ational property in Lodja,Wembo ard Nyama had been looted in recent weeks. 

EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Urges Cuba Non-Intervention, Laos Cease-Fire 


(New York) - An appeal to permit the people of Cuba freely to choose 
their own form of government and elect their own officials was made by 
the Commissicn of the Churches on International Affairs on April 21 when 
the UN was discussing the Cuban crisis. 
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The commission, under the auspices of the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council, also called upon the 14-power 
conference on Laos to make every effort to secure an immediate cease-fire 
there. 


O. Fred Nolde, CCIA director, in outlining the commission's position 
on Cuba, sent the following telegram to the heads of the diplomatic 
missions to the UN of the United States, Great Britain, Russia, Cuba, 
France, Mexico, Canada, Sweden, India, and Australia: 


"Prompted by our concern for peace with justice and freedom, we urge 
after consultation with our colleagues abroad that every effort be made 
by peaceful means and in compliance with the principle of non-intervention 
to bring about a situation wherein the people of Cuba may freely choose 
their own form of government and freely elect their officials." 


The text of Mr. Nolde's telegram to the heads of the missions of the 
14 governments to be involved in the conference on Laos here follows: 


"Prompted by our concern for peace with justice and freedom, we urge 
after consultation with our colleagues abroad that every effort be made 
to secure an immediate cease-fire in Laos verified by the International 
Control Commission and followed by the 14-power Geneva Conference." 

EPS, Geneva 


Australian Churches "Regret" South Africa's Race Stand 


(Sydney) - The executive committee of the Australian Council of Churches 
has expressed its regret that South Africa has withdrawn from the British 
Commonwealth and said that "only a change in racial attitudes" can save 
the Union from "!.er growing isolation in the community of nations", 


A statement adopted by the committee here further regretted that two 
Dutch Reformed churches in South Africa - the Gereformeerde Kerk in 
Transvaal and the Hervormde Kerk Van Afrika - voted to withdraw from the 
World Council of Churches following a race consultation in Johannesburg 
last December. (See EPS Nos. 13, 14.) 


The committee's statement appealed to Australian Christians to pray 
for South African leaders who are "seeking to exercise a ministry of 
reconciliation", and called upon churches in the Union to "seek together 
a pattern of racial justice which will avoid oppression, violence and 
disaster", (See Document.) 


"We declare again our abhorrence of policies of racial discriminatinn 
and our firm belief that the Christian faith admits no distinction of fy 
race or colour leading to any form of segregation either in its view of 7 
man or in its view of the Church", the committee déclared. "We cannot j 
but regard as sins against God and His commandments racial and ethnic 
hates and prejudices which the Gospel alone can cure." 


Noting that "intransigent racial policies" are not merely matters 
of domestic concern but involve the Church and the world, the committee 
appealed to other churches and governments "to preserve the closest 
possible relations with South Africa in their respective spheres". 
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The statement further called upon the Australian Government to direct 
its policies toward Asian and African member-countries of the British 
Commonwealth to the end that "an effective international, multi-racial 
community of nations' may be fashioned in the world. 


Insisting that Australia's participation in the Commonwealth should 
"involve much more than motives of self-interest", the statement further 
called upon her people and government to make a new appraisal of relation- 
ships between white and coloured Australians and between Australians and 
the Asian peoples. BPS, Geneva 


Churches Critical of US Immigration Policies 


(Washington) - Discriminatory regulations in national quotas governing 

the admission of immigrants to the United States have been sharply 
criticized by church leaders who participated in the National Consultation 
on Immigration in the US here. 


"We are critical and ashamed of the present basis of our quota system 
resting upon the national origin of our white population as per the census 
of 1920", a statement adopted hy the delegates declared. 


The tro-day consultation was co-sponsored by Church World Service and 
the Department of International Affairs of the National Council of 
Churches (USA). One of the purposes of the consultation was to prepare 
for the migration conference to be held under the auspices cf the World 
Council of Churches at Leysin, Switzerland, June 11-16. Its findings, 
which do not constitute official NCC policy, will be referred to the 
churches for further study. 


The statement recognized the "limitations imposed by our economy and 
related factors to absorb an unlimited number of immigrants", but it 
expressed the belief that "the thrust of our basic law neither adequately 
reflects Christian concern nor furthers our national interest responsibly". 


Urging the abandonment of the present quota system or "drastic 
revision" of it so that it "will exclude any racial or regional discrin- 
ination", the statement further declared that "the same standard of 
justice which is applied to native-born Americans should also be applied 
to naturalized Americans". 


Barlier, Dr. Paul C. Hmpie, executive director of the National 
Lutheran Council, said concerned Christians have much to contribute in 
the development of "well-ordered immigration laws in our day", which will 
be "sufficiently flexible to permit the exercise of compassion and 
humanitarian concern", 


"Our national interest and survival are tied up inescapably with the 
well-being of all mankind", Dr. impie said. 


As American Christians, he said, church members want US policy "to 
be in harmony with good stewardship of this nation's resources for the 
benefit of all mankind", while, as Christian Americans, they do not wish 
regulations which "downgrade the status of other peoples or go against 
our own concepts of right and justice". 
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Discussing the quota system, Dr. Empie remarked: "Both as a Christian 
and aS a citizen, it seems to me that immigration laws based upon a 
national origins pattern, so rigged that they are discriminatory with 
respect to race, ethnic culture, colour or religion, are morally wrong 
and politically harmful", 


Meanwhile, the co.author of the controversial Walter-McCarran 
Immigration Act, Congressman Francis H. Walter of Pennsylvania, told the 
consultation that he was introducing a bill to alter present immigration 
BpoLicy. 


Mr. Walter said the proposal would provide for a "quota reserve" 
consisting of annually unused numbers which would be allocated for the 
use of relatives of US citizens and "lawfully resident aliens". He 
added that temporary measures providing for the entry of adopted children 
would be incorporated into the permanent code. 


While the bill includes an "improved procedure" governing the 
admission of highly-skilled immigrants, he said, it also contains 
provisions "designed to facilitate the expulsion of the racketeering | 
elements, subversives and aliens who resort to fraud in obtaining entry 
and permanent residence in this country". EPS, Geneva 


Survey Shows Religious Issue Basic in 1960 US Election 


(Washington) ~ A survey conducted by a research team of the University of 
Michigan has concluded that "the central phenomenon" of the 1960 
Presidential campaign in the United States was religious. 


The conclusions of the survey rebutted the argument that President 
John F. Kennedy's Roman Catholic background helped more than it hurt hin. 
It rather suggested that anti-Catholic sentiment was one of the strongest 
factors in the near-victory of his Republican opponent, former Vice- 
President Richard M. Nixon. 


The study indicated that Mr. Kennedy may have lost as many as . 
1,500,000 votes because of heavy anti-Catholic balloting. . 


The survey noted that the Catholic vote was 80-20 in favour of Mr. 
Kennedy, while it was about equally divided between the Republican and 
Democratic candidates in the 1952 and 1956 elections won by President 
Eisenhower. However, it considered it unreasonable to attribute the 
entire change to Mr. Kennedy's Catholicisn. 


Pointing out that 63 percent of the Catholic vote would normally be 
Democratic, the survey concluded that only the additional 17 percent of 
this vote could be attributed to Mr. Kennedy's religion. This would 
represent four percent of the total national. vote. 


However, this margin was more than offset by defections by Protestant 
Democrats to Mr. Nixon for religious reasons, and by independents who 
voted Republican because of anti-Catholic sentiments, the survey showed. 
Such balloting won Mr. Nixon slightly more than six percent of the total 
vote, or about 1,500,000 more votes than Catholicism polled for Mr. 
Kennedy, it concluded. 


. 
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The survey was conducted by the university's Survey Research Centre 
as part of a long-range study of American voting habits. It is 
supported hy a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. EPS, Geneva 


NAE Authorizes Theological Study Unit 


(Grand Rapids) ~ The 19th annual convention of the National Association 


'of Evangelicals has authorized establishment of a theological study 


committee composed of leading evangelical scholars. 


This action was taken by the WNAE board of administration after Dr. 
George L. Ford, executive director, had called on evangelical schools to 
"release men of scholarship from heavy teaching loads at least for a 
period of time so that they can convey to others the understanding they 
possess of the theological issues today". 


Earlier, Dr. Carl F.H. Henry, editor of Christianity Today, chided 
the NAE for intellectual neglect and urged the group to sponsor scholarly 
studies in theology, evangelism, and social ethics. 


"Theological revival sooner or later must enliven NAE", he said, 
Nor theological decline will stifle it". 


"The National Association of Evangelicals has laboured through the 
years with many fine practical achievements to its credit", he continued. 
"But it seems to me to have fallen short in the intellectual arena whose 
neglect not only leaves an agency powerless against its competitors but 
breeds internal inconsistency and inconstancy which invite deterioration 
of any principled fellowship." 


"A movement may deplore the sceptical handling of truth, and even 


the deceitful manipulation of doctrine, as long as it has life and breath", 


he said. "But until it spells out an answer in terms of theological 
structure - and not simply in terms of evangelistic energy and ecclesi- 
astical goodwill - the issues are not really faced in depth". 


In calling upon the NAE to "stimulate great evangelical dedication 
to the enterprises of theology, evangelism and social ethics", Dr. Henry 
emphasized that such consultations ought to include evangelical scholars 
outside the NAE constituency as well as those who belong to its member 
bodies. 


In what was called a "Grand Rapids Declaration", delegates issued a 
call for "fellowship and cooperation" among "all who freely accept the 
Bible as the infallible Word of God and who experience the New Birth 
through the power of the Holy Spirit". EPS, Geneva 


BMS Reports Its Work in Angola at Standstill 


(London) - British and Canadian Baptist missionary activity has come to a 
standstill in Angola where at least 500 Huropeans and thousands of 
Africans have been killed since a revolt against Portuguese authorities 
broke out in the country on March 15. 


This report was made by the Rev. T.L. Tucker, Africa secretary of 


the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, and the Rev. C.J. Parsons, 


associate foreign secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, upon their 
return here from a two-week visit to the strife-torn country. 


t 
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While a few African women and children remain at mission stations in 
the frontier zone where the BMS and Canadian Baptist work is concentrated, 
the missions spokesmen said students of the training institute at Calambata, 
together with their families, have been evacuated to San Salvador for 
greater safety. 


"But for the rest", they reported, "villages are deserted and many 


- have fled to the forests and the hills, or have taken refuge across the 


border in the Congo, where probably 20,000 refugees are adding to the 
already excessive burdens of the new state", 


The clergymen supported the report that American Methodists at Luanda 
have suffered the most since the uprising. Eight African pastors were 
reportedly shot "after a summary trial for alleged complicity in the 
revolt", and Methodist property has been destroyed or extensively damaged, 
they said. 


"A disquieting feature of the past month has been the continued 
hostile criticism of Protestant missions in the daily press, both in Angola 
and Portugal itself, alleging that they have been used as a cover for sub- 
versive propaganda and for organizing the revolt", they said. "The fact 
that the Roman Catholic Vicar-General in Luanda has been arrested and 
deprived of his office for being one of the leaders has been written down 
and forgotten." 


The revolt was sparked when Africans attacked administrative outposts 
and isolated plantations in a wide area in the north, they said. Women 
and children were among the Juropeans killed. 


They said the shocked white population was issued modern weapons by 
authorities, and these have been used "in severe counter-measures 
intended to stun the African population into submission". 


The result has been that "innocent people on both sides have been 
the first victims of what is now open war", and "the death toll among 
Africans is already likely to be numbered in thousands", they said, 
Supporting a London newspaper account that the government is "having to 
use armed forces to prevent the white population from avenging itself on 
the blacks", 


"All Christians will deplore the slaughter of innocent people of 
whatever colour that is taking place in Angola today", they said.. "There 
is a duty to restore order, but there is a higher duty to ensure that 
conditions of justice and equity should prevail.!! 


The missions spokesmen consulted with leaders of the Swiss Mission 
Phil-africaine in Central Angola during their visit, and also conferred 
with mission leaders and diplomatic representatives in Geneva and Lisbon 
concerning the crisis. EPS, Geneva 


French Student Christian Movement Backs President De Gaulle 


(Paris) - The French Student Christian Movement has pledged its full 
Support to President Charles De Gaulle in dealing with the latest 
episode of the Algerian crisis. 


et 
D.. 
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Expressing its gratitude for the firmness with which General -De Gaulle 
has handled the situation, the French SCM told the President in a letter 
that it asked "God to give you the inspiration of words and actions which 

would safeguard for ‘our people the privilege of freedom and work for the 
re-establishment of neace in Algeria". 


At the outset of the crisis, the French SCM sent a message to its 
local and regional leaders requesting them to call together the groups 
they direct immediately to seek "in the light of the Word of God and in 
common prayer for the enlightenment which is indispensable in such circum- 
stances", and to determine what action should be undertaken together with 
the whole student body. 


The French SCM also voted to support the National Union of Students 
of France in its action "to engage the student body against enterprises 
of subversive forces wherever they manifest themselves". EPS, Geneva 


Spokesman Says Vatican Council May be Held in 1962 


(Rome) - The Second Vatican (Hcumenical) Council may be able to convene 
in the autumn of 1962 if the Tones Say work for the sessions continues 
at its present rate. 


This point was made by Msgr. Periole Felici, general ey a of the 
council's main commission, at a press conference here. 


Mser. Felici said that, while no decision has yet been made relative 
to participation of non-Catholic theologians, such participation was "not 
excluded" at the council. . HPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, will leave South 
Africa at the end of April to visit England and the United States. While 
in England, he will receive an honorary fellowship from Queens College, 
Cambridge University. Dr. de Blank plans to return to South Africa:‘on 
June 17. 


* * * 


A group of German youths who have joined the "Atonement Campaign" of 
the Evangelical Church in. Germany, have undertaken to build a church at 
Taizé, France. The work will take about 60,000 hours, which is equiva- 
lent to about a year. Dr. Lothar Kreyssig of Magdeburg, who founded the 
campaign, saw them off in Cologne in the middle of April. The group 
consists of 26 boys and four girls. Their aim is to help to wipe out 
the guilt of the Nazi régime by giving voluntary service abroad. 


eae aide * 


In Canada, the Salvation. Army has established an anti-suicide bureau 
in-light of the fact that ten times as many lives are taken by suicide as 
by tuberculosis in the country. Telephone directories in Toronto will 
soon publish a new listing - "suicide", under which despairing persons 
will be able to obtain sympathetic help at any hour of the day or night. 
A similar service also will be provided in Winnipeg, Montreal, and 
Vancouver. EPS, Geneva 
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Documents 


The text of a resolution adopted April 19 by the executive committee 
of the Australian Council of Churches concerning racial policies in. South @® 
Africa and their consequences for the British Commonwealth follows: 


"This meeting of the Executive Committee of the Australian Council 
of Churches regrets the withdrawal of South Africa from the British . 
Commonwealth of Nations and of the two Dutch Reformed member churches in 
South Africa from the World Council of Churches. 


"We.declare again our abhorrence of policies of racial Satsicer inka 
and our firm belief that the Christian faith admits. modi gtingtiom ion 
race or colour leading to any form of segregation either in its view of 
man or in its view of the Church. We cannot but regard as sins against 
God and His Commandments racial and ethnic hates and prejudices, which the 
Gospel alone can cure. | 


"We are compelled by recent events to draw the attention of the 
Australian people and churches to the fact that fellowship has been broken 
in both the political and ecclesiastical spheres because of intransigent 
racial policies. When such international fellowships are broken questions. 
of racial justice are shown to be, not merely matters of domestic concerns, 
put matters of human rights on which the Church and the world have a 
God-given conscience. We live in a situation marked by the rise of new 
nation states to positions of equal partnership with the older and 
predominantly white nations. In this situation racial policies remain 
the responsibility of national communities concerned but are also basic 
to the Declaration of Human Rights on which ultimately depends the comity 
of nations not only in the United Nations, but also in the British 
Sommonwealth of Nations. 


"This meeting therefore calls upon all Christian people in Australia 
to pray for South Africa and particularly for all her leaders seeking to 
exercise a ministry of reconciliation, and at the same time appeals again 
to the: churches’ of South Africa.to seek tesether a pattern of xsacial 
justice which will avoid oppression, violence and. disaster. 


"The meeting also calls upon the Australian people and Government ‘to 
acknowledge that Australia's participation as a sovereign state in the 
British Sommonwealth of Nations should involve much more than motives of 
self-interest. We regard the British Commonwealth of Nations as our 
unique opportunity to fashion an effective international multi-racial 
community of nations in the world. We urge the Australian Government to § 
direct its policies toward Asian and African member countries to that end. 


"Only a change in racial attitudes in South Africa, we believe, can 
ultimately save nae from her growing isolation in the community of nations. 
In the meantime we appeal to churches and governments to preserve the . 
closest possible relations with South Africa in their respective spheres. 


"Pinally we call upon the Australian people for a new appraisal of 
our own relationships of white and coloured Australians and between ourselv 
and the Asian peoples." - Ais - BPS, Geneva. 


a ia 


ae 
, 
‘ 
} 
a 


No. 17/28th Year 5th May, 1961 


On Other Pages 


Dr. Fisher Says Whole World Interested in Christian Unity .... 4 
Lutheran Theologians Re-define Confirmation Significance .... 5 
FJVvU-ERpec Lem atyuNorum americensyouth Assembly ye Peta ae 8! 6 
Pacer ceonuren beaderaumec pln West DGMOA VS Ie ee le wl ete ye 
PeacoNa lean Minpea ln Orawe 4000 German Youth 2) 6" ee ee ia eB 
Dew SU aenear O1MSseNCO HesaQuartere OLAL IM eee ee pe! Muerte ne 
Pastor Junod Resigns from South African. Penal Post . 6). 2 ee 6 9 
Church Leaders Declare Kirchentag Not a "Party Rally"... +... lO 
AG Ce Oy UR RS GG Tg iy Rag. (pH aee’ “o's 50 helickenlvepiua orbs veck teiaia neaie Yi @ay re 


CCIA Head Comments on Russian Church Action 


(Buck Hill Falls) = The decision of the Holy Synod of the Russian 
Orthodox Church to apply for membership in the World Council of Churches 
represents a major advance in the ecumenical movement and in the further- 
ance of the "Christian witness to the world of nations in behalf of peace 
with justice and freedom". ; 


This point was made clear at the annual meeting of the WCC's US 
Conference here by Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of the WCC and the 
International Missionary Council. 


At the same time, Dr. Nolde emphasized that he did not underestimate 
the problems to be anticipated by the Russian Church's move to affiliate 
with the World Council. But "while the problems may be tough", he 
added, "the stakes are high". 


"The issues which divide the world literally into two armed camps 
cannot be resolved by war", he said. "The impasse of today will not be 
broken by recourse to nuclear warheads and guided missiles because their 
contribution at best lies in mutual deterrence and their most constructive 
use will be found in balanced dismantling as soon as sufficient confidence 
makes that possible." 
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"There is a far better chance that differences will be reconciled 
and the impasse broken by cementing personal and group relationships 
across all frontiers", he continued. "This was a position which repres- 
entatives of the World Council of Churches took in insisting that dele- 
gates from communist countries be admitted to the United States for the 
Evanston Assembly (of the WCC in 1954) ..." 


"It is a good thing = I say it unhesitatingly in the context of our 
“concern for world peace with justice and freedom - that the Holy Orthodox 
Church of Russia has applied for membership in the World Council of 
Churches and I trust that its application will command a solid affirmative 
vote", he declared. 


At the core of the developing problems, he pointed out, are the 
competing claims of Christian unity and witness as manifested in the WCC. 


"Tt is to be expected that, as the membership of the World Council 
of Churches becomes more inclusive and more diverse, the problem of a 
unified witness becomes more difficult", he said, 


"Fully recognizing the complexity of the international problems we 
face, the difficulty in securing completely reliable information, and the 
consequent demand for humility in speech and act, I would nevertheless 
hold that unity in the World Council of Churches cannot be won or main- 
tained at the price of witness", he said. 


"The checks and balances which a Christian witness to the nations 
can find in the ecumenical perspective, while in no sense complete or 
fool-proof, offer a strong argument for an inclusive and diverse member- 
ship in the World Council of Churches," 


Dr. Nolde noted that there are six areas where"unity and fellowship 
may be disturbed by differences in the substance of a witness to the 
world of nations or by the manner in which that witness is made". 


The six points which Dr. Nolde cited as illustrative rather than 
exhaustive follow: 


One — The ideology of Marxist communism must be opposed but victory 
is neither possible nor should it be sought by military force. He noted 
that the WCC has taken the position that totalitarianism "is false in 
doctrine and dangerous in practice" in whatever form it may take. 

"Serious as this fundamental ideological conflict is, it cannot be 
resolved by military action", he added. "The very nature of the struggle 
demands peaceful competition." 


Two —- Justice and responsible freedom should find expression in 
domestic societiés, but no economic or political system can be dasignated 
as exclusively Christian or even distinctively Christian. Recognizing 
that it is natural for any country to seek to export its form of society 
to other countries, Dr. Nolde said such efforts are permissible if "fair 
methods are used", but he indicated that international peace is better 
served "if we left the choice fully to the country concerned and leaned 
over backwards in our efforts not to use pressure". 


Three - An open domestic society is an essential ingredient of a good 
international society, but where citizens are free by conscience to commend 
or to criticize governmental policy and action, their first responsibility 
is to put their own house in order, Citing the example of the John Birch 
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society in the US "to see a communist threat in every shadow", Dr. Nolde 
warned that "where freedom exists it should not be abused but construct- 
ively exercised". 


Four - The significance of attaching differing meanings to such words 
as peace, democracy, disarmament, and colonialism should not be overlooked 
but every effort should be made progressively to give them common context. 
He noted that "the continuous repetition of vague generalities may beoome 
meaningless or even jeopardize the desired objectives", 


Five - A system of liberation by infiltration and subversion threatens 
national independence and international peace but economic imperialism 
also imposes a yoke upon people and their efforts to throw it off may 
involve local conflicts with the ever-present danger of large-scale war. 
Dr. Nolde cited as a form of imperialism the distinctive method developed 
by Soviet Russia to "take advantage of situations where widespread resent- 
ment and dissatisfaction have arisen", But he also pointed out that, 
while the US has given "fabulous sums" to assist needy countries, it 
"cannot escape the onus of exploitation in the past", since present events 
testify "that the economic sins of the fathers are visited upon their 
children even to the third and fourth generations". 


Six - Any effort to weaken the United Nations, for example by 
destroying the international and independent character of the Secretariat, 
must be resisted, but at the same time the equal right of every member 
state, whether large or small, to play its part in the world community 
must be respected. Dr, Nolde warned that efforts to project the require- 
ment of unanimity or the veto into the UN Secretariat "would surely 
contribute to impotence". But he also argued that "the cry for greater 
parity in the decisions of the United Nations should not go unheeded", 
although this "requires an approach on a broader base than merely the 
Bast-West struggle and must take into account all the member states". 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC Seen as God's "Greatest Challenge" to Christians c 


(Buck Hill Falls) - Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North and South America has declared that the World Council of Churches 
represents "the greatest challenge God has presented to Christians". 


Speaking at the annual meeting of the WCC's US Conference here, the 
archbishop noted that the three dimensions of the Church's mission - . 
communion, service and witness - "are not merely slogans, but the diagram “s 
of God's plan to save the world". . 


"The World Council of Churches comes within that plan", said the 
primate, who is one of the six WCC presidents. "Let us find and determine 
eur place in it." 


Archbishop Iakovos further noted that the ecumenical movement can 
"easily become a task force of the universal Church". Then he added: 


"It is the God-given spiritual weapon to destroy the strongholds of 
disunity and division, of secularism and atheism, and of temporality and 
self-complacency. 
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"It is powerful enough to initiate the new creation, to bring into 
fruition the unfulfilled prayer of our fathers, to justify the vision and 
the labours of true and dedicated ecumenical workers, to translate hope 
into reality for all who believe in the Risen Lord, to fill the world with 
the blessing of unity which we have prayed and longed for since the schism 
and the Reformation." EPS, Geneva 


Nigerian Leader Comments on African Church Life 


(Buck Hill Falls) - The Rev. B.A. Adegbola, principal of the Methodist 
Laymen's Training Institute in Shagamu, Nigeria, told the annual meeting 
of the US Ccnference of the World Council of Churches here that Christi- 
anity's identification with western culture poses critical problems for 
spreading the faith in contemporary Africa. 


Mr, Adegbola said the African church is confronted with the problem 
of proclaiming the Gospel in such a way that it is not viewed "simply as 
an ingredient of a foreign civilization which a man may or may not adopt 
for himself, but as the Word of God, the word which demands a verdict, a 
Yes or No from man to God", 


Pointing to the major difficulty of avoiding the tendency of pro- 
claiming the Gospel as an alternative to Communism, Mr, Adegbola noted 
that when such an alternative is offered Jesus Christ is placed on the same 
pedestal with Karl Marx, and the Kingdom of God is equated with the era of 
the proletariat. 


He further warned that contemporary events in Africa "make it 
imperative for the church in any land to be unafraid in dissociating the 
last vestiges of colonialism from the will of God as known in Jesus Christ". 


Observing that Africans are now selecting more carefully what they 
should accept from abroad, Mr. Adegbola noted that this situation is 
"fraught with dangers for the expansion and growth of Christianity, 
especially as Christianity has previously been regarded as an aspect of ey 
European civilization". a 


While the African nations consider their own self-government meaning- 
less unless they can use their position and influence in world politics 
to free their brethren under the rule of other nations, Mr. Adegbola 
pointed out that one of the "dreadful traits"' of African Christian piety 
as-to substitute "fatalism for faith". 


"Phe Christian doctrine of mission is a great corrective for fatal- ae 
istic resignation in the face of captivity, injustice and inhumanity", he 
concluded. EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Fisher Says Whole World Interested in Christian Unity 


(Dublin) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, 

told delegates to the half-yearly meeting of the British Council of 
Churches here that the entire world is interested in the cause of Christian 
unity. 


Speaking at the opening session of the council's first meeting in the 
Republic of Ireland, Dr. Fisher noted such interest is becoming evident 
evan among non-Christian religious bodies. 
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"All are caught up in the feeling that there is something in Christian 
unity of commanding importance not only for religion but for the world", 
the archbishop said. 


"In all this pursuit of unity", he said, "I am sure that to draw a 
line between theological and non-theological is wrong, but the whole point 
is which of the theological points matter very much to God and which do not. 
When we get down to that level we are really approaching the point at which 
the churches will find each (other) in a fuller unity." | 


In another address, Dr. Fisher referred to the tentative moves that 5 
had been made towards union among some non-Catholic bodies, and remarked: 


"The first thing that has come out of the discussions of recent years 
is that we of the Free Churches, the Church of England, and the Church of 
Scotland can talk about our deepest beliefs without embarrassment. 


"When I visited the Pope in Rome all I was concerned about was to try 
to start some relationship in which we could talk with the Roman Catholics 
without embarrassment", he continued. "At present in many countries the 
conversation is polite or frigid or rude - or all three. The first 
Christian step is to learn to speak to one another without embarrassment." 


The council's general secretary, the Rev. Kenneth Slack, welcomed the 
new opportunities for a dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and 
other communions "which are committed to the belief that fellowship in 
work, thought and service need not await full doctrinal agreement", 


"That is why we must welcome the well-nigh certain prospect that 
there will be official observers from the Roman Catholic Church at the 
forthcoming Assembly of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi", he 
added. 


The council directed its international department to study whether a 
statement should be issued on the necessity of admitting China to the 
United Nations "if world peace is to be promoted". 


In making the suggestion that the department consider the matter, 
the Rev. G.M. Dryburg of the Church of Scotland pointed out that the church 
in China is undergoing severe persecution and the problem could be discussed 
directly if the government was represented at the UN. 


A special committee was appointed by the council to consider a 
Successor to the Archbishop of Canterbury as its president. Dr. Fisher, 
who has held the post since 1945, will retire from the See of Canterbury 4 
on May 31. He will continue to serve as president of the: BCC until its ~ 
autumn meeting in London, EPS, Geneva 


Lutheran Theologians Re-define Confirmation Significance 


(Loccun, Germany ) - Forty Lutheran theologians and Christian educators 
from 12 countries have agreed that full and complete membership in the 
Church comes through baptism alone. 


In taking the stand, participants in the International Seminar on 
Confirmation sponsored hy the Lutheran World Federation took issue with 
the view that confirmation signifies an adolescent's admission to "full" 
and "adult" membership in the Church. 
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Rejecting the interpretation that confirmation "completes what was 
begun in baptism", the theologians stressed that Lutherans interpret 
confirmation as simply a "baptismal remembrance" - a reminder to hoth the 
confirmand and the congregation before which he stands ~of what happened 
to them on the day of baptism. 


They contrasted this theological concept with that of Roman Catholi- 
cism on the one hand, which sees confirmation as completing the grace of 
»baptism, and with that of certain Protestants on the other, which belittles 
baptism by over-emphasizing the later personal confession of faith. 


They acknowledged that the Lutheran position as they defined it 
weakened the traditionally strong tie between confirmation and admission 
to Holy Communion, since every baptized child is entitled to commune, at 
least theoretically. 


They noted that in practice the Church could refrain from giving Dboys 
and girls their first communion until they had been adequately instructed 
as to its meaning, But some advocated that the first communion age should 
be around eight or ten instead of on completion of confirmation preparation 
“(Sr 


The seminar was organized hy the LWF Commission on Education with the 
cooperation of the Commission on Theology. It was part of a five-year 
study on confirmation in which the former is engaged at the request of the 
federation's Minneapolis Assembly of BO5 bs 


It is to be completed in time for a final report to be given at the 
Helsinki Assembly in 1963. In this connection, the lectures and findings 
of the Locoum seminar will be circulated to a wider circle for study. 


Meanwhile, the Commission on Education decided here, at a meeting held 
in connection with the seminar, to pursue its broader study work by organ- 
izing an international conference on Christian education in Denmark near 
the time of the Helsinki Assembly. A similar conference was arranged in 
the United States in connection with the 1957 Assemhly. 


The 1963 gathering is to give special attention to the Christian 
education problems of the younger churches. EPS, Geneva 


2)00 Expected at North American Youth Assembly 


(New York) - More than 2,000 young people, including some 200 from overseas, 
are expected to attend the North American Ecumenical Youth Assembly which 
Will be held on the sampus of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, 
August 16-23, 


The Assembly will bring together Christian young people from ahout 40 
different Protestant and Orthodox communions in the United States and 


Canada. It is one of a series of regional ecumenical conferences being 
held around the world. The first was conducted in. Lausanne, Switzerland, 
mast July. 


Sponsors of the event are the youth departments of the World Council 
of Churches and of the World Council of Christian Education, the Committee 
on Young People's Work of the Canadian Council of Churches, and the United 
Christian Youth Movement of the National Council of Churches (USA). 


. 
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Fifteen national denominational youth organizations will meet simul- 
taneously. Bach group will hold its annual planning sessions in the 
afternoons and participate in the morning and evening sessions of the 
Assembly. 


While some 200 young people will come from Hurope, Africa, Asia and 
south America, the majority of the North American youth will be official 
delegates from their own denominational organizations. Observers will be 
‘present from groups that "wish to share in the Assembly but for one reason | 
or another cannot send formal delegations". ; 


A selected number of state Christian youth council leaders, and 
representatives of church-related agencies will be present. The Inter- 
national Society of Christian Endeavour, Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts 
of the USA, Campfire Girls, the YMCA and YWCA organizations of the US and 
Canada, and the Ministry to Armed Forces Personnel will also be represented. 


The programme will be built around the theme "Entrusted with the 
Message of Reconciliation" (II Corinthians 5 and 6). The three sub-themes 
are "The World We Live In", "The Gospel We Live Under", and "The Mission of 
the Church", 


Distinguished Christians from all over the world will lead the daily 
Services of worship and intercession, Dr. George Johnston, principal of 
the United Theological College at McGill University, Montreal, Canada, will 
conduct the daily Bible study sessions. One of the major speakers at the 
evening sessions will be U Kyaw Than, a Burmese Christian and associate 
general secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference. 


A special feature of the assembly will be original dramatic productions, 
especially commissioned to raise provocative questions relevant to the 
gathering. These will be under the direction of Robert Seaver of Union 
Theological Seminary in New York. HPS, Geneva 


Pacific Church Leaders Meet in West Samoa 


(Apia, West Samoa) - A conference of church leaders from all over the 
Pacific islands has for the first time been held in this area. 


While observers from London were able to make the trip in three days, 
Some participants in the first Conference of Churches and Missions in the 
Pacific travelled for about a month to reach the Malua Theological College 
near Apia, where the sessions were held. 


The conference, held under the auspices of the International Mission- 
ary Council, brought together 74 representatives of churches and missions 
of six denominations from Samoa, Cook Island, Gilbert and Ellice Islands, 
Niue, Nauru, New Caledonia, Tahiti, Caroline and Marshall Islands, New 
Hebrides, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Fiji, and three territories of New Guinea. 


Participants from some areas pointed out that their traditional 
communal life is so strong that its values, its structures, and its 
divisions are also those of the church, which includes more than 90 percent 
of the population. 


However, others contended that the old patterns have been broken down 
as a result of education and migration. "The Coconut Curtain has been 
Opened and things in the islands will never be the same again", said 
Bernard Thorogood of the Cook Islands. "Yet the islanders who have lost 


the security of the past are bewildered by the future and its greater 
freedom." 


Agreeing with this assessment, Samuel Raapoto of Tahiti contended 
that the church must give more guidance to parents in bringing up children 
in this new climate, while Ta Upu Pere of the Cook Islands maintained that 

young people should be accepted into church life on a basis of equality 
and respect. 


The Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, executive secretary of the World Counoil 
of Churches! Department on the Laity, cxpressed the concern that the church 
put more stress on establishing right reiationships between men and less on 
internal business matters. 


Chairman of the conference was Dr. S.A. Havea of Tonga. EPS, Geneva 


"Deaconal Year" Appeal Draws 4,000 German Youth 


(Berlin) - More than 4,000 West German youth have thus far responded to an 
appeal by various regional Evangelical churches to serve a "deaconal year" 
in hospitals and other charitable institutions operated by the churches. 


Almost all of West Germany!s regional Protestant churches have made 
the "deaconal year" project a permanent part of their charitable and: social 
programme. It was originally initiated because of the acute lack of 
welfare workers and deaconesses both in Evangelical Home Mission institu- 
tions and parish organizations. 


The volunteers, many of whom have expressed their determination to 
take up welfare and charitable professions as a career, receive free board, 
poeket money and a clothing allowance during their year of service. 


The youth receive preliminary training in a deaconess training centre 
and are then assigned to nurseries, nomes for children and the aged, as 
well as to hospitals and welfare centres. 


The plan was first introduced in the Evangelical Church of the Rhine- 
land in 1956. Since then, it has spread to several other European 
countries, including Holland, Switzerland and Austria. EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Paul Minear Joins WCC Headquarters Staff 


(Geneva) - Dr. Paul S. iWinear, professor of Biblical theology at Yale 
Divinity School, has been appointed director of the World Council of 
Churches' Commission on Faith and Order. He will assume his new post at 
WCC headquarters here on July l. 


Dr. Minear has been granted a leave of absence by Yale University to 
head the three-member department which deals with matters of doctrinal 
differences between churches and organizational barriers to Christian unity. 
He will also direct the activities of the 100-member commission, composed 
of outstanding theologians and church leaders from all parts of the world. 


Dr. Minear was secretary for study and programme of the North American 
Faith and Order Conference held at Oberlin, Ohio, in September, 1957. That 
conference brought together 300 US and Canadian church leaders and is con- 
Sidered a milestone in the search for Christian unity in North America. 
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He was also chairman of the committee which prepared the study material on 
the theme of the Phird assembly of the World Council of Churches to be 
held in New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6. 


Dr. Minear became professor of New Testament at Yale University 
Divinity School in 1956. He previously taught at Andover Newton Theo- 
logical Seminary, Garrett Biblical Institute, and at the Hawaii School of 
Religion in Honolulu. 


Long active in the ecumenical movement, Dr. Minear was a speaker at | 
the International Missionary Conference at Willingen, Germany, in 19523 a4 
delegate to the Lund (Sweden) Conference on Faith and Order, and consultant 
at the Evanston (Illinois) Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 


1954. 


Dr. Minear was a member of the International Missionary Council Study 
Commission on Missionary Motivation, the World Council of Churches! Study 
Commission on the Christian Doctrine of Work and Vocation, and the WCC 
Theological Commission on Christ and the Church. 


Dr. Keith R. Bridston has served as executive secretary of the Faith 
and Order Department since 1957. He has resigned to direct a nationwide 
study of pre-seminary education in the United otates. Serving as associ- 
ate director of the project will be Dr. Dwight W. Culver, associate 
professor of sociology at Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana. 


The study is being sponsored by the National Association of Biblical 
Instructors and the American Association of Theological Schools with the 
aid of a grant from the Lilly Endowment, Inc. BPS, Geneva 


Pastor Junod Resigns from South African Penal Post 


(Johannesburg) - A prominent Swiss pastor has resigned from his post as 
president of the South African League for Penal Reform because government 
authorities informed him that he could no longer minister among the Bantu 
and other inmates in the state prisons. 


Pastor H.P. Junod was informed of the government's decision after 
returning to South Africa following five months! leave in Switzerland. 
He has been president of the league since it was founded 15 years ago, and 
has been working among the Bantu since 1920. 


Pastor Junod told a Swiss correspondent in Johannesburg that he had 
been forbidden to visit condemned prisoners shortly after the Sharpeville 
incidents, although his Bantu colleagues were permitted to continue this 
work. 


In a farewell message published in the league's bulletin, Pastor 
Junod pointed out that in his semi-official capacity, he has never 
expressed any opinions on the government's apartheid policy or other civil 
matters. 
However, he observed that the government's racial policy has made it 
impossible for South Africa to take the lead in developing a new political 
and economic system on the continent, and its obstinacy in the matter is 


dangerous. 
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While recognizing what has been done for the Bantu on a material 
level, these efforts will be fruitless unless they are matched with human 
contacts between individuals and groups, he said. 


Following his return to Switzerland early this month, Pastor Junod 
will become director of a new institution related to the University of 
Geneva for training African leaders. EPS, Geneva 


Church Leaders Declare Kirchentag Not a "Party Rally" 


(Berlin) - A statement issued by officials of the 10th biennial Kirchentag 
has made it clear that the German Church Day Congress, which will be held 
here in July, will in no way be a "party rally" for any political or 
ecclesiastical group. 


Issuing the statement in an effort to quash rumours concerning the 
congress, Kirchentag leaders said it will provide an opportunity for "a 
frank and friendly encounter" among people of goodwill. 


"The Kirchentag is a great gathering of Christians of every variety 
of political and social beliefs", the statement said. "We particularly 
wish to have at Berlin in 1961 a wide and varied representation from both 
Eastern and Western churches, visitors who will contribute their own 
opinions in the many formal and informal discussions of the week." 


The church leaders noted that it was inevitable that some controversy 
should arise as to whether the Kirchentag should be held in Berlin or 
Leipzig. However, they added: 


"What is much more serious is the suggestion now being made - partic- 
ularly in some church circles outside Germany - that our Kirchentag 
organization and programme are, to a large extent, dominated by certain 

ight-wing political opinions, and that those who do not share such 
Opinions have no place in our next meetings at Berlin. 


"This suggestion is completely false", they said, "and it is entirely 
contrary to the whole spirit of a Kirchentag". 


The statement was signed by Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany; Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, 
Kirchentag president; Mark Gibbs, chairman of the Kirchentag Ecumenical 
Committee; Pastor A. Freudenberg, chairman of the Ecumenical Preparatory 
Committee; Pastor Heinrich Giesen, Kirchentag general secretary, and 


Dr. H.H. Walz, organizing general secretary of the congress. EPS, Geneva 


"Progressive" Pastors Seek Kirchentag Boycott 

(Berlin) - Pastors and church members in Bast Germany are being urged to 
boycott the 10th Kirchentag - or German Church Day Congress - which will 
be held here in July. 


The appeal for the boycott was issued by the Association of Protestant 
Pastors in Hast Germany. The so-called "progressive" pastors! organization, 
which is opposed to the Evangelical Church leadership, represents about 200 


of the East Zone's 6,000 ministers. 
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‘In its SAUL nba the Baer oe ai contended that it was feterene Ty 
doubtful" whether Kirchentag officials. would succeed in preventing 
"political abuses and political misrepresentation under the conditions. 
existing in West Berlin". , 


The Zast German Government has attacked Kirchentag léaders for 
refusing its invitation for the congress to be held in Leipzig rather 
than Berlin. : ere HPS No, 12) . BPS, Geneva — 


Dr. Fis Fisher Asks Anglicans to o Pray for Va Vatican 1 Council » 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, has” 
called upon members of the Church of England to pray that God will use 

the. Second Vatican phate aes wrt Council to promote the cause of Christian 
unity.. 


UT: Pisher, who will retire from the See of Canterbury on May ake 
made the’ request in his final presidential address to ae Convocation ap a 
Canterbury here. | 


Pointing out that Pope John XXIII has called upon Catholics to offer 
prayers on behalf of the council between Ascension Day and Whitsunday, 
the archbishop commented: 


"These days are often observed as days of special- prayer for Christian 
unity, and I hope that many inthe Church of. England will pray at that time 
along with their brethren of the Church of Rome that this Vatican Council 
may be used of God not to hurt but to help, and to increase unity. of 
Spirit among all the churches that they may cooperate the more in spread-. 
ing abroad the gospel of God, the glad tidings of reconciliation with Him." 

EPS, Geneva 


Catholic Prelate Praises Reformation Observance 


(Edinburgh ) - The Roman Catholic Archbishop of St. Andrews and Edinburgh, 
Scotland, has. praised the observances held last October marking the 400th 
anniversary of the Scottish Reformation for their contribution to the 
cause, of Christian unity. 


"Did we not look forward with dread and misgiving to the celebrations?", 
asked the archbishop in a recent published statement which has been widely 
reprinted in the Scottish press. "Many feared that it en be an . 
occasion for.a fresh out+burst of anti-Catholicisnm. 


“tthe result was, in fact, a simple and very humble acknowledgement 
that things were not what they should be. Men did not look back in 
hatred and rancour; they looked forward in charity to a means of unity." 

EPS, Geneva 


St ketant- Roman Catholic Students Meet in Louvain 


‘(Louvain) - Some 40 students and recent eraduates ieee 25 countries and five 
continents gathered in Louvain, Belgium, last week under joint Roman 
Catholic-Protestant auspices to examine together the implications of modern 
Scientific achievements for Christian witness. The meeting was sponsored 
by the World Student Christian Federation and Pax Romana, a Roman Catholic | 
“organization for students and intellectuals. 
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Discussions centred on the role of scientific research in accomplish-= 7 
ing God's plan, and members of both organizations stressed the need for : 
unconditional commitment on the part of Christians in order to bring the 4 
light of the Gospel into the technological revolution. They agreed also 
on the necessity of adapting the language and method of presentation of © 
the Gospel in terms understandable to modern man. 


Speakers at the four-day meeting included Pastor Bernard Morel and 
Father John Kaelin, 0.P., both of Geneva, on "The Place of Science and 
Technique in the Plan of God!'; Prof. Vladimir Iljine, of the Orthodox 
fnetitute of St. Sergius, Paris, on "“Farth in) the Lirevor the Seientisis 
Pastor Heiko Rohrbach of Stuttgart and Mlle. Manuela da Silva, of Portugal, 
on "The Witness of Christian Graduates and Students" and Prof. Jean 
Ladriére, of Louvain, on-"The Life of Faith, and the Technical Mentality"... 


‘A statement issued jointly at the conclusion of the meeting said the © 
sessions had been held in "the atmosphere of Christian brotherhood and § * 
charity which has always been characteristic of.the relations between Pax 
Romana and the WSCF", Most of those who attended are studying om working 
in the scientifio. technical fields or are theology students. 

EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


' A Kirchentag or Church Day will be held in Hilversum, the Netherlands, 
on Ascension Day, May 11, by the 60,000-member Lutheran Church of the 
Netherlands. Theme of the all-day rally will be "To Rebuild His Church". 
Dutch Lutherans are grouped together in 66 congregations served hy 60 
pastors. ie 

* * * 


Dr. Hdgar H.S. Chandler, former associate director of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, 
has been awarded the Gold Cross of the Royal Order of George I by Decree 
of His Majesty King Paul of Greece. The presentation will be made to Dr. 
Chandler at the Greek Embassy in Washington, D.C. Dr. Chandler is the 
executive vice-president of the Church Federation of Greater Chicago and 
is the Religious Affairs Advisor of the United States Information Service 
(uss). 

¥ * * 


According to sources in Rome a number of requests are said to have 
been addressed’ to the Pope recently by members of the hierarchy in Africa 
for the canonization of the 22 natives of Uganda who were put to death for 


their Christian faith during the last century. . They were declared true 
martyrs and beatified by Benedict XV in 1920. 
b beauty 7  * * 


Dr, Hans W. Florin, 32-year old German theologian and African affairs 
expert, has been named assistant director of the Lutheran World Federation 
Department of World Mission. Dr. Florin, who is now serving as.a parish 
assistant in Giitersloh, Westphalia, began his 18-month appointment on May 1, 

. pri : Br ce EPS, Geneva 
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Church Journals Greet Russian Orthodox Application 


(Geneva) ~ Several European journals have greeted the announcement of the 
application of the sussian Orthodox Church for membership in the World 
Council of Churches as a major step forward in the ecumenical movement. 


Editorials in publications in Germany, France, Switzerland and 
England have forecast the new relationship would foster Christian fellow- 
ship across political divisions and enrich the life of the World Council 
and its member churches. 


However, several journals tempered the enthusiasm of their reactions 
with words of caution that the Russian Church's membership would cause 
delicate problems for the international body. Action on the application 
is expected to be taken in an early session of the World Council!s Third 
Assembly, November 18 - December 6, in New Delhi, India. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, writing in Sonntagsblatt, of which he 
is editor, described the application as "one of the most Meanie) events 
in the history of ecumenical relationships". He wrote: 


"It is to be hoped that the (WCC's) member churches will welcome the 
Russian Church into the great world fellowship of the Church with a free 
heart and a brotherly spirit." 


"The rich heritage of dogma and especially of worship in the Russian 
Church could mean an essential enrichment for the World Council." 
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Further, he said, its decades-long struggle to maintain its existence 
in a Marxist society could prove instructive for the experience of other 
churches. 


"The struggle with Marxism is one of the greatest and most difficult 


Spiritual problems of our age", he wrote. "The Russian Church has stood 
up to this conflict in its own way. It has had to maintain its faith in 
suffering and in witness. Other churches are bound to learn from such 


religious experiences and may perhaps even be blessed wy them." 


Christ und Welt, an independent weekly published in Stuttgart, said 
that the application could not have been made without the consent of the 
Kremlin and interpreted this to mean that Premier Khrushchev "is planning 
to hold fast to co-existence with the West, and accepts it also in the 
church sphere", 


"It speaks in favour of the Russian Church", it said, "that aware of 
its isolation in the Soviet Union, it seizes a favourable moment to seek 
eloser relations with other churches", 


The journal added that the World Council could not refuse to admit 
the Russian Church on religious grounds and that to do so for other 
reasons would result in "the formation of a sort of 'Oekumene! of eastern 
churches, resulting in even more drastic divisions of Christendom". 


The Evangelical Press Service, published in Bethel-Bielefeld, 
described the application as "a sign that the attitude of the Moscow 
Patriarchate to other churches has changed fundamentally during the last 
few years". 


"Within Orthodoxy as a whole", it wrote, "the rigid attitude 
concerning the question of unity and church union which has persisted for 
centuries is beginning to soften". © 


In Switzerland, the weekly La Vie Protestante described the step as 
"a great event in the history of the Church", 


"The application from the Russian Church cannot be interpreted as a : 


political move", it wrote. "The churches must accomplish their mission 
and make their decisions by 'seeking first the Kingdom of Heaven and its 
righteousness’. It is not for them to ask themselves whether these 


decisions are in accord with the instructions of the political powers. 
The aspiration towards Christian unity is of an entirely different order 
from 'peaceful co-existence!", 


However, it cautioned, "membership of the Russian Church would make t 
the World Council's task more difficult, more delicate and involve greater 
responsibility. But its presence will undoubtedly prove an enrichment, 
provided the churches are willing to listen to one another". 


Le Semeur Vaudois, a weekly published by the Swiss National Church 
in the Canton of Vaud, warned that the Russian Church "might be tempted 
to make use of its new relationship in order to ensure the victory of 
certain claims made by Marxist materialism". 


However, it declared, "we have such confidence in the sincerity and 
consecration of Russian Christians that we regard this hypothesis as 
unthinkable". 
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In France, Father C.J. Dumont, director of the Istina Study Centre, 
near Paris, writing in La Croix, a Roman Catholic daily, said the appli- 
cation "will undoubtedly give rise to a lot of comments which, I fear, may 
not be entirely free from political or religious feelings". He continued: 


"Tt is quite clear that if the Soviet Government gives the Russian 
Church 'the green light! in the ecumenical sphere, it is because it 
expects this to consolidate 'peace! in the form that it envisages peace 
‘and with the advantages which it counts on deriving from Sis Buy is 
equally clear on the other hand that the Russian Church itself is inter- 
ested in membership in the WCC." 


Father Dumont predicted that the new relationship would undoubtedly 
influence the relationships of the Russian Orthodox Church with Rome. 


"Tt is in the logic of things", he said, "that the entry of the 
(Russian Orthodox) Patriarchate into the World Council will sooner or 
later bring in other Orthodox churches in [ron Curtain countries. Bir 
would be equally logical, in our view, that it should influence the atti- 
tude of the Patriarchate towards Rome." 


The Paris daily Le Figaro which is widely read in Roman Catholic 
circles said that the application, if accepted, would mean that "the 
influence of the Orthodox Church would be considerably strengthened within 
the World Council of Churches". It paid tribute to the concern of 
Patriarch Alexis of the Russian Church for "mutual understanding among 
divided Christians" and for "peace among the nations on the basis of the 
Gospel". 


It said it is the general view in religious circles in Paris that 
the membership would enable the World Council to play an important role 
in reconciliation in the cold war. However, it added, "in these same 
circles people are fully aware that through its representatives the Church 
of Moscow has actively attacked the Roman Church during the last few 
months, accusing it of playing the game of the western powers". 


"But the members of the World Council do not approve of this attitude", 
it emphasized. "They do not seem prepared to support a policy of this 
kind (and) their relations with the representatives of the Roman Church, 
although on the unofficial level, have continued to develop harmoniously, 
especially since Pope John XXIII has established the Vatican Secretariat 
for Unity." 


In London, The Christian World, a publication of the Congregational 
Union, said: "Nothing but good can come of the fact that Christians from 
either side of the Iron Curtain will now be meeting regularly for 
discussion of all sorts of problems". 


"Tt is a matter for much thanksgiving that in these matters there 
will not be two parallel bodies established, one for the West and one for 
the East, but that both will be members of the one body." 

EPS, Geneva 


Southern Preshyteriansa Reject Merger Proposals 


(Dallas) - The centennial General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the US (Southern) has rejected all proposals to discuss possible mergers 
with any denomination that is not in the Reformed or Presbyterian tradition. 
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At their final session here, commissioners also turned down a pro- 
posal to discuss union with the United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
(Northern). They took the action in adopting a report which noted that 
the latter body is contemplating a merger with denominations of different 
dogma and polity than that to which the Southern church is committed. 


(The United Presbyterian General Assembly, which will meet in Buffalo, 
New York, May 17-24, is expected to issue a formal invitation to the 
‘United Church of Christ and the Protestant Episcopal and Methodist churches 
to consider eventual merger.) 


Barlier, commissioners of the Southern church were told that Presby- 
terians should be leaders in the ecumenical movement. 


This point was made clear by Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance, who noted that there is no conflict 
between the ecumenical movement and confessional loyalty. 


A similar note was sounded by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of 
the United Lutheran Church in America and chairman of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Fry said that every denomination is 
under an obligation to bring its own unique contributions to the ecumenical 
movement. But, he added, this does not require the churches to abandon 
their particular traditions. 


Dr. James I. McCord, president of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
observed that the Church is challenged with "developing a theology which 
is relevant to the problems of modern man". 


Contending that the Presbyterian Church is expressing its doctrinal 
beliefs in outmoded thought-forms, Dr. McCord said that although the 
Westminster Confession is a "glorious document", it has been made into 
"ea legal instrument". 


"We can no longer discuss it from the floor of the assembly without 
turning it into a law", he said. 


"Theology has always been the glory of the Reformed tradition", he 
continued. "How could it be that such a tradition now finds itself 
virtually without a theology?" 


The assembly previously voted to accept a committee report which said 
the belief that God had elected some men to suffer everlasting death was 
not "an adequate statement of the Christian faith". Conservative members 
of the assembly objected strongly to the conclusions of the report. Dr. 
Aiken Taylor, editor of the independent Presbyterian Journal, declared: 

"T tremble at the consequences of such an action. We are going on record 
as calling our Confession un-Christian". 


In other matters, the retiring moderator, Dr. Marion A. Boggs of 
Little Rock, Arkansas, urged commissioners to implement the denomination's 
stand against "enforced segregation". 


Dr. Boggs, who is active in easing racial tensions in Little Rock, 
declared that what the South does about solving its race problem will 
have world-wide implications. He added that it is impossible to remain 
neutral on a question of "such far-reaching ethical implications". 
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The incoming moderator, Dr, Wallace M. Alston, president of Agnes 
Scott College in Decatur, Georgia, also cited the need for the church to 
come to grips with the problem in the South which, he said, was "second 
only to that of the Union of South Africa". 


Commissioners rejected a report urging the abolition of capital 
punishment. Dr. Alston contended that the Westminster Confession pro- 
vided for capital punishment, a view overwhelmingly upheld by the 
“commissioners, although it was challenged from the floor. A report was 
then tabled which argued that, on Scriptural and humanitarian grounds, 
“capital punishment should not be retained". 


In an unexpected action, commissioners decided not to take a stand 


on Federal aid to private and parochial schools. They referred two 
resolutions opposing such assistance to a committee for further consid- 
eration. EPS, Geneva 


Church of England to Name Inter-Church Panel 


(London) - The Church of England is planning to renew conversations with 
the Church of Scotland on questions relating to union. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, told the 
Canterbury Convention last week that, in consultation with the Archrishop 
of York, he will appoint a panel comparable in size to the panel of 50 
persons appointed last year by the Church of Scotland to carry on inter- 
church discussions. 


Dr. Fisher said that so far six bishops, 32 clerics and 18 lay people 
have been invited to join the panel, but that it was not yet complete. 


The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland decided in June, 1960, 
to appoint a committee to prepare for talks on church unity with the 
Church of England, the Presbyterian Church of England and the Episcopal 
Phurch of Scotland. 


Points under consideration by the Church of Scotland panel include 
the meaning of unity as distinct from uniformity in church order; the 
Meaning of "validity" as applied to ministerial orders; the doctrine of 
Holy Communion; and the meaning of "the Apostolic Succession" as related 
to all these matters. EPS, Geneva 


Baptist Union Adopts Resolution on Angola Crisis rgd 


(London) - The Portuguese Government has been called upon to exercise 
restraint in its suppression of a revolt in Angola which has already 
claimed the lives of at least 500 Huropeans and thousands of Africans. 


The appeal was made in a resolution adopted unanimously at the annual 
assembly of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland after the Rev. 
Clifford J. Parsons, associate foreign secretary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, charged that the Portuguese had instigated merciless reprisals 
against rebellious Africans in recent weeks. (See EPS No. 16.) 


Maintaining that the present uprising of the African population "is 
largely due to the lack of justice and charity in relationships between 
‘the races", the resolution expressed appreciation for the pastoral letter 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy of Angola which drew attention "to the 
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existence of serious social injustices and to legitimate aspirations of 
Africans". 


The Baptist Union registered its own "grave disquiet at the reports 
of large-scale terrorism by the armed European community, involving the 
deaths of many thousands of Africans", and appealed to authorities to 
"exercise restraint, lest all hope of reconciliation be destroyed". 


In urging adoption of the resolution, Mr. Parsons said he hoped such 
a statement would encourage "Portugal to rectify the wrongs of 500 years". 


Mr. Parsons, having just returned from Angola, reported that 
"censored press reports" had given only one side of the story regarding 
the revolt. 


In the past, he said, African Christians had urged missionaries to 
refrain from openly censuring authorities for permitting oppression. 
Finally, the African Christians! patience ran out and they attacked 
Portuguese settlements, killing women and children, he said. 


"Reprisals on an even greater scale followed from the Portuguese", 
he said. "Thousands of coloured people have been slaughtered or muti- 
lated. ach night, the Portuguese secret police have broken into houses 
and dragged Africans into the streets where they were shot". 


ejecting the charge that Protestant missions were responsible for 
the revolt, Mr. Parsons said this was true only insofar as the missionaries 
had in their teaching emphasized the dignity and worth of man in the Sight 
of God. EPS, Geneva 


Nehru Asks Fair Treatment of Religious Minorities 


(Bhopal, India) - Prime Minister Jawaharal Nehru has appealed to Hindus 
for fair treatment of Christians, Moslems and other minority religious 
groups in India. 


"Christians are as much Indians as anyone else", he told a recent 
public meeting in this city. "They must have full opportunity. Pie 
the hindus! responsibility to look after them and to create a climate of 
confidence among then. it ene ian duty, national and moral, :s.<) to 
assure minorities equal treatment. The minorities are our own people." 


It was seven years ago in this capital city of Madhya Pradesh that a 
committee was appointed by the state government to investigate a charge 
that Christian missionaries were carrying on anti-Indian activities. 

The committee issued a report in 1956 which recommended that the "large 
influx" of foreign missionaries be checked as "undesirable" and that 
properties of foreign mission bodies be turned over to national churches 
or holding bodies, or to an international holding body. The report was 
ignored, apparently on the advice of the national government, but fron 
time to time charges continue to be made in the area against Christians. 
EPS, Geneva 


CMS Plans Massive Recruitment Drive 


(London) - The Church Missionary Society has agreed to launch a missionary 
recruitment campaign on "a scale never before attempted". 
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At its annual meeting here, the Anglican missionary body voted to 
begin immediately to recruit and train 150 men and women over the usual 
intake of workers during the next five years for urgent work overseas. 


A resolution adopted by the society indicated that it was taking this 
action because it was "deeply concerned" that present commitments in some 
of the 52 Anglican dioceses of Africa and the East which it serves "are 
not being met for lack of missionaries", The resolution noted that 

-workers trained and sent under its auspices "continue to be desired and 
welcomed'in these areas, 


However, Canon M.A.C. Warren, CMS general secretary, made it clear 
that, in its recruitment campaign, the society was not asking for "150 
anybodies", He said that individuals possessing only the highest stan- 
dards would be accepted, even if it meant that 98 percent of those who 
offered their services had to be redirected to work out their Christian 
vocations at home, 


Protesting against "ecclesiastical globetrotters" who return home to 
criticize Christian missions after spending only a little time visiting 
missionaries in various countries, Canon Warren added: 


"Having regard to the current fashion in some church and ecumenical 
circles of suggesting that the day of the missionary is over, or of at 
least insisting that he must be camouflaged under some designedly innoc- 
uous title, it was interesting to find that this supposedly unwanted 


anachronism was everywhere in demand in as great numbers as ever. The 
current mood of defeatism about missions, wherever it is found, is un- 
warranted by the facts." EPS, Geneva 


Official Says Kast Germany Will Not Bar Kirchentag Travel 


(Berlin) - The East German Government has indicated that it will not 
prevent its citizens from attending the lOth biennial Kirchentag - or 
German Church Day Congress - to be held here in July. 


Hans Seigewasser, Hast German secretary of state for church affairs, 
said further it was not in his government's interest to "make difficulties" 
for West Germans in transit to Berlin. 


However, Mr. Seigewasser made it clear that the government "could not 
promise any form of help" to Hast German Protestants wishing to attend the 
congress, 


He also emphasized that it would not be possible for church members i 
from both zones to hold joint meetings in Hast Germany, and that the 
government will make certain that "existing traffic regulations (are) 
strictly observed" so that such encounters are avoided. 


Mr. Seigewasser's remarks appeared in the West German religious news- 
paper, Kvangelisches Gemeindeblatt fiir Wirttembereg. Asked whether East 
German Protestant journals would be permitted to print reports about the 
Kirchentag sessions, he said: "We cannot say today what we shall do in 
uly", 


Meanwhile, it was reported that some 200,000 persons from West 
Germany and abroad have already indicated that they will attend all of the 
Kirchentag meetings. The preparatory committee has therefore appealed to ; 
church members in Berlin to provide as much free accommodation as possible. 


The Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union has also sent a 
request to the leaders of its affiliated churches throughout Germany to 
give their entire support. in preparing for the congress. EPS, Geneva. 


Dr. Malik Urges Support of Asian Colleges 


(New York) - Dr, Charles Malik, former president of the United Nations 
General Assembly, has told an audience in New York that the challenge 
- facing higher education in Asia today is the question of whether it shall 
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"At this crucial moment in history I am all for passing to the offensive 
in every field", he declared. "This is not the time for any cowardice or 
apology in matters intellectual and spiritual." 


Speaking at the annual dinner of the United Board for Christian, Higher 
Education, Dr.-Maltik, who is now a professor at the American University, 
Washington, D.C., said that those who believe in such education should 
"multiply their efforts by a factor of five! and,"never.yield an inch". 


"Higher education", Dr. Malik said, "18 training in theory for its own 
sake ... regardless of its social, economic or personal utility ... enabling 
people not just to live, but to see the deepest truth". 


"What is needed, is men of vision and conviction. Such men must-be 
sought and loved and protected as the apple or the eye. They are rare as 
rubies. They should be given all the spiritual fellowship they need." 


The United Board supports six institutions located in Hong’ Kong, 
Formosa, Korea, the Philippines and Indonesia, where there are two. i ae 
all they enroll approximately 8,000 students of whom about half are 
Christians. Budget for the colleges this year is $660,000. support is 

given by 15. US Protestant. mission boards, US college alumni groups, 
foundations, corporations and individuals. EPS, Geneva 


New Forms of Ministry Urged by French Reformed Synod 


(Valence) - Creation of a full-time ministry of deacons working in social 


service in the French Reformed Church has heen recommended by its National 
Synod. 


The recommendation came in adoption of a report calling for the 
development of new forms of the ministry and new patterns of local church 
structure to meet the changing needs of modern man. 


It-said that the ministry of social work should include both clergy 
and laity and that special liturgies for their ordination and installation 
respectively, should be developed. The Synod also set up a special 

‘commission to promote and coordinate other experiments in new forms..of the 
ministry. 


In another action at its three-day annual meeting the Synod expressed 
unanimous appreciation of the joint studies undertaken by the Lutheran and 
Reformed churches of France and Alsace-Lorraine with a view to the develop- 
ment of a joint. liturgy for the consecration or ordination of pastors. 

The study was described as "a first step towards uniting the churches into 
a.single ‘United Evangelical Church'", EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


The Protestant Student Movement in Germany has. issued an urgent: im 
appeal for support of 116 young Algerians, who are studying in the German 
Federal Republic. Official state support cannot be granted to them for 
political reasons. AX Lt Be . a 

. % % %. 

An illustrated encyclopaedia of the Bible, in pocket-edition, has ~ 
been published in the Netherlands. The introduction explains that the a 
purpose of this 400-page reference-book is to help both Christians and non: 
Christians to understand the Bible better. : 


_% * 


The Central Church Council of the Dutch Reformed Church (Hervormde 
Kerk) has protested against the insistence on "Aryan" certificates of 
baptism which visitors to Israel must present in Jordan... It has urged 
all churches to stop issuing such certificates, on the-grounds that the 
érdinance is anti-Semitic. . | | 

cae ee 


The Synod of the Reformed Church: of the Canton of Zurich has .approved 
plans for an international Protestant broadcasting station in Switzerland. 
It has asked the Federation of the Protestant Churches of Switzerland to 
help support the project. : 4 

*¥ * 

_ Dr. .R. Norris Wilson, former executive director of Church World 
Service (UsA) has been named to launch a new series of "pnaper-back" theo- 
logical books, to be published by Pilgrim Press, of the Congregational 
Christian Churches, The Rev. Dr. Truman B. Douglass, executive viee- 
president of the Board, said.Dr. Wilson would edit a series of books . 
presenting "theological issues in non-theological. language in the context 
relevant to life in the 1960's". The series is intended for use in 
adult discussion groups. 

ae a 


Dr. Billy Graham, the American evangelist, is returning to Glasgow 
after six years for a rally on June ca An attendance of 80,000 ia 
anticipated. ) 
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Membership.in sects in Germany is on the increase according to Dr. 
Kurt Hutten, a senior official of the .vangelical Church of Wuertemberg 
and an authority on the subject. Dr. Hutten has reported that the 65 
“recognized sects in Germany now claim a membership of some 900,000 as 
compared with~ 700,000 in 1957. Of the 65, 35 are of German origin while 
the remainder are "imported" from abroad, including 18 from the USA. The 
strongest is the New Apostolic Church, with 500,000 adherents, an increas’ 
of 130,000 over the past four years. +e . 


Rede * 


Queen Blizabeth of tngland and her husband Prince Philip had aoe 
minute private audience last week with Pope John XXIII. — It was the firs 
audience. in 38 years between a Pope and a British sovereign who. ism 
"Supreme Governor" of the Church of Sngland. . Speaking in French, the Pop 
told the Queen that relations between Britain and the Vatican have been ~ 

"rich with comforting promises for development of good understanding and — 
reciprocal friendship", EPS, Geneva — 
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Roman Catholics Stress Unity Advances 


(Garrison, Hare) - "Definite progress" and "very rapidly growing concern" 
for creating new understanding between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches has been reported at a meeting of some 250 
ranking Roman Catholic theologians. 


They met at a first and unofficial Conference on Christian Unity held 
at the Graymoor Friars! Seminary here. Every major US Catholic religious 
order was represented at the three-day session. 


Theme of the meeting was the new frontier - spiritual rather than 
doctrinal - opening in the movement of the churches towards unity. 


Several of the theologians interviewed, according to a report in the 
New York Herald Tribune, were "very hopeful that the day is not far off 
when they can form a !common front! with Protestant and Hastern Orthodox 
theologians against the harsh advances of secularism". 


Three of those interviewed expressed hope that the bid of the Russian 
Orthodox Church to join the World Council of Churches will strengthen the 
Council by bringing to it the prayers and resources of the millions of 
believers in the Soviet Union. 
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The Rev. Gustave Weigel, S.J., of Woodstock, (NMd.), College, declared: 
"We notice in the last three or four years a very rapidly growing concern 
for real ecumenical confrontation". 


Father Weigel said that the object of conversations between Protestant 
and Roman Catholic ecumenists is "not convert making" but "mutual under- 
standing...the removal of ignorance and misconception". The "high hope" 
is that "the Spirit will move the churches toward organic unity". He 
- added that it is a matter of "very great urgency" because "the world is 
not only secular, but unfortunately it is secularistic... This secularism 
is booming and is more and more pronounced in deciding the fates of men." 


The Rev. Bernard Leeming, S.J., professor of dogma at Heythrop College, 
Oxford, iingland, cited "a very definite progress" and a new "feeling of 
friendliness and brotherhood" between Protestant and Catholic leaders. 


Father Leeming said that "a tremendous advance" was made last August 
in St, Andrews, Scotland, when the World Council of Churches! Central 
Committee received a far-reaching report of its Faith and Order Commission 
calling for greater mutual recognition and closer working relations at the 
local level, 


Father Leeming said other signposts towards unity are Protestant- 
Catholic exchanges in Scripture study and liturgy and the summoning of 
the Second Vatican Beumenical) Council by Pope John XXIII. 


The Rt. Rev. J.G.M. Willebrands, of the Netherlands, secretary of the 
Catholic Secretariat for the Union of Christendom, said that the presence 
of the Russian Orthodox Church in the World Council could be a means of 
fostering Christian unity because it would enable the WCC and its member 
churches better to evaluate "all the great elements of the Orthodox ..." 


Father Charles Boyer, S.J., of Rome, president of the Unitas Associ- 
ation and editor of the ecumenical publication Unitas, in one of the 
meeting's major speeches advised his fellow-theologians that in ecumenical 
encounters they should "keep close to the historical truth on persons and 
deeds of the past and the present" and "judge with kindness the writings 
of our separated brethren (and) enter into dialogue and conferences with 
EUs OUJECUTLVILY «.0's\ EPS, Geneva 


House of Lords Debates Archbishop's Visit to Rome 


(London) - A resolution welcoming the "recent consultations between leaders 
of the Christian churches" has received warm approval in a debate in the 
House of Lords. 


The resolution, introduced by the Earl of Arran, an Anglican, received 
criticism from only one speaker - Viscount Alexander of Hillsborough, a 
prominent Baptist, who scored what he described as "a steady drift to Rome 
by the Church of England during the past four or five decades". 


His criticism evoked spirited intervention from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury who said he believed his recent visit with Pope John XXIII had 
helped to clear a way for open discussion between the Anglican and Roman 
Catholic churches. For a long time, he said, there had been "furtive" 
discussions between theologians of the two churches, but now that period 
was past and they were ready to let the whole world know that they wanted 
to go on having discussions at all levels. 
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He acknowledged that doctrinal differences are "deep and divisive" but 
denied that they were unbridgeable. "Honest differences never are", he 
declared. 


The Archbishop, who was making his last appearance before the House 
before his retirement, was supported by several other speakers. The Bishop 
of Southwell described the visit to Rome as "the first step towards healing 
the most sensitive and dangerous wound in Christendom". Lord Ferrier said 
that earnestly thinking people realized the need for Christians to stand 
shoulder to shoulder against the powers of darkness and therefore there is 
an urgent necessity for closing the chasm between the churches. 


Lord Longford, a Roman Catholic, said: "I can think of no initiative 
of recent years which filled me personally and many others with so much 
enthusiasm and hope", 


The debate lasted several hours. It was the first time in many years 
that a religious questicn had received such a lengthy examination by the 
House. 


The Larl of Arran's motive in proposing the motion was merely to get 


the subject discussed in the House of Lords. This having been achieved, 
a customary practice of the House was followed and the motion was withdrawn 
without vote. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Appeals for Aid for Friendly Islands 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has appealed to its members to 
help the Friendly Islands, devastated by a hurricane which raged for 36 
hours. : 


The islands are also known as Tonga and are ruled by Queen Salote, 
whose beaming face was pictured in the newspapers of the world when she 
went to London for the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. Like many of 
her subjects, she is a Methodist. 


Bishcp Lesslie Newbigin, executive secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, who is now journeying in the South Seas, has informed 
the World Council that the damage done to church buildings and properties 
by the hurricane has been very great in relation to the resources cf the 
Methodist Church in Tonga. 


Reports that Bishop Newbigin has forwarded to Geneva say that on 
Vav'u, one of the principal groups of islands, only five of the 38 church 
buildings are still standing. 


"Five of the six primary schools have been destroyed and the sixth 
is seriously damaged", says his report. "Three ministers! houses have 
been destroyed and others damaged. A large number of teachers! houses 
have been destroyed." 


On Hatapai, another group, six church buildings have been blown down 
and two others badly damaged. Four primary schools and three teachers! 
houses have been damaged. 


It is estimated that at least £300,000 ($900,000) will be needed for 
repairs and rebuilding. 
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Food supplies are being sent in from the southern part of the group 
and from Fiji, Australia, and New Zealand. A famine is not expected, but 
the restoration of buildings and the replacement of personal property that 
has been lost will be difficult. 


Rebuilding in the native style will be handicapped by the damage done 
to the coconut palms which provide the chief building material. 


Tonga, or the Friendly Islands, has a population of 60,000. About 
half of them are Methodists, 10,000 belceng to the Free Church, and 6,000 
to the Church of Tonga. About 8,000 are Roman Catholics. 


There are 150 islands in the archipelago, which is situated in the 
South-West Pacific. EPS, Geneva 


Italian Methodists Ask Independence 

(Rome ) - The National Synod of the Italian Methodist Church has asked the 
British Methodist Conference for permissinn to become an independent 
Conference. 


The action came just 190 years after the beginning of Methodist work 
in Italy at the Synod's six-day centenary meeting last week. Some 70 
delegates from all over Italy attended the historic session, which was 
followed by a two-day celebration highlighted by services of praise and 


thanksgiving. There were also celebrations of the centenary at Ivrea in 
northern Italy where the British missionary Henry Piggott first started his 
work in 1861. EPS, Geneva 


Electors Fail to Agree on New Bishop of Johannesburg 


(Johannesburg) - The elective assembly of the diocese cf Johannesburg met 
for eleven hours last week in secret session, but failed to agree on a 
Successor to the Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves, former Anglican Bishop ef 
Johannesburg. 


Dr. Reeves, a leading opponent of the government's apartheid policies, 
resigned his See in March after he was deported by the government last 
September for his activities on behalf of racial equality. 


Ten names were submitted to the assembly and these were narrowed down 
to four, according to reports. None of these was an African. The dead- 
lock was said to have resulted because of the refusal of 130 non-white 
delegates to accept any nominee they considered "unsympathetic to the non- 
whites". 


The Assembly's failure to come to a decision now means that Dr. Reeves! 
Successor will be chosen by Dr. Joost de Blank, Archbishop of Capetown and 
the other bishops of the Church. 


Meanwhile, in a speech last week at the Overseas Press Club in New 
York, Dr. Reeves declared that massive international pressures upon the 
present Soutu African government offer the cnly alternative to violence 
there. 


"There is no chance of a peaceful and orderly administration until the 
present policy is radically changed", he said. "Unless that happens, the 
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chances are that the sporadic outbursts of violence that have occurred in 
the past will increase in frequency and intensity... Though events are 

moving so swiftly in Africa that it would be unwise to rule out (a full- 
Bcale revolution) entirely, it is, I believe, a very remote possibility." r 


EPS, Geneva 


Record Work Camp Programme Planned in 1961 


(Geneva) ~ gome 1,200 Christian young people from all over the world will 
participate in the 53 work camps which will be sponsored by the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches in 36 countries this year. 


In making the announcement, the Rev. Ralph W. Weltge, a secretary for 
work camps, noved that this is the largest programme ever conducted under 


J 


WCC auspices since “te camo. were started 15 years ago. 


Mr, Weltge said about 1,100 young people took part in the 46 camps 
conducted in 30 countries last year. 


The Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican youth, who will serve without 
pay for an average of four weeks, will dig fovndations and lay bricks for 
schools, houses, chapels and refugee centres. They will build roads, 
plant trees, help in shipping relief commodities to distressed areas, and 
"serve in hospitais and homes for the mentally ill and aged. 


Among the work camps will be one on the island of Lan Tao in Hong 
Kong, where the volunteers will engage in construction work for a dope : 
addiction rehabilitation centre of the Hong Kong Christian Welfare and : 
Relief Council. 


Another group will work in Hildesheim, Germany, where the Inner Mission 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany maintains a ministry to gypsies enc 
the homeless. The volunteers wiil provide recreational facilities and 
Will clear the land on which a school will later be built for gypsy children. 


Still another group will work under the direction of the local Cathclic 
priest in Noisy-le-Granc; near Paris, where the well~known Abbé Pierre has 
‘established temporary housing facilities for the agec and unemployed. The 
camp will engage in construction work «% the site, where some 250 families 
Bnd more than 1,000 children os suving. 


In all, 26 camps will be held in 14 countries in Europe and the Middle 
East; 11 will be conducted in as many Asiatic s:ations; four are scheduled 
fin Africa, and the remaining 12 will be held in North and South America, 
‘including seven in the United States. 


The campers range in age between 19 and 30. Each camp numbers 
‘between 20 and 30 persons and is, as far as possible, international, intver- 
‘racial and interdenominational in character. 


"An ecumenical work camp aims to bring together a group of young 
Christians of many different backgrounds to live together as a Christian 
“community and to work on a project where their help is neeced", Mr. Weltge 
said. "In so doing, the young people learn to know and understand better 
the ideas, customs, beliefs and national and church backgrounds of other 
youth,'! 
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A typical camp programme includes an average of 36 hours manual work 
each week, daily worship, discussions on topics of current interest, Bible 
study, recreation, excursions, and meetings with members of the local 
community. 


Keumenical work camps began shortly after World War II in an effort 
to reconcile persons of various nationalities and to enable Christian 
young people to participate in the post-war reconstructicn of Hurope. 
The number of camps has increased from six in BOAR LOme) aan L955 and ito 
55 for the current year. EPS, Geneva 


Letter on Laos Sent to Geneva Conference 


(Geneva) - Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde has suggested that the Laos ennference 
convened in Geneva should be able to come to an agreement on a provisional 


government for Laos "free from the pressures of partisan forces on either 
Bide... 


Dr. Nolde, who is director of the Commission of the Churches 9n 
International Affairs (CCIA), made the point in a letter sent to the heads 
of the conference, Mr. Andrei A, Gromyko, Soviet Foreign Minister, and 
Lord Home, British Foreign secretary. 


The letter acknowledged "the complexity of the Laotian situation" and 
the fact that "the competing interests that play into it do nat make your 
task an easy one to accomplish". It added: 


"Nevertheless, I venture to reflect the widely-held conviction that 
agreement should be attainable on a provisional government free from the 


pressures of partisan forces on either side of our unhappily divided world. 


"With even a meagre beginning of Stability, the way should be open 
for the people of Laos and the government of their choice to move respon- 
Sinvly in the international community without recrimination from powerful 
governments which have hitherto been seeking to impose their control. 

Any economic or material assistance that may be needed should, if at all 
possible, be mediated through the United Nations." 


The CCIA is a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council. Copies of the letter were also sent 
to the heads of the 12 other delegations attending the conference. 

EPS, Geneva 


Pacific Area Churches Seek Closer Cooperation 


(Malua, West Samoa) - The first conference of churches and missions in the 
Pacific Area has concluded with a series of recommendations designed to 
bring churches cf the area into a closer relationship. 


The thirty participants at the seven-day meeting called for an ex- 
change of pastors of participating churches and cooperation in both 
secondary and seminary-level education. Specifically, they suggested 
the establishment of a central theological college in the Pacific area. 


The conference appointed a six-man committee tn carry forward the 
Studies and discussions begun at the conference. 


An announcement said "the need for such common enterprise has been 
underlined by a new reelisation of the extent of the unfinished evangel- 
istic task in the Pacific area’. 4s a result cf the conference, "the 
members are convinced that the way to closer cooperation and shared 
activity is now much nearer", EPS, Geneva 


§290 Will Attend WCC Migration Conference EMBARGO: for 
release May 27, 1961 


(Geneva) - Some 200 church experts in the field of migration will attend 
an international conference on the churches! responsibilities concerning 
international migration, June 11-16, at Leysin, Switzerland, near Geneva. 


The conference will be held under the auspices of the World Council 
of Churches. It is the first such conference ever arranged by the WCC and 
‘is the outcome of three years of discussion, study and preparation. 


Delegates will come from 75 of the World Council's member churches 
in 40 countries of Asis, Africa, Australasia, Europe, North America and 
"Latin America. In addition there will be observers from 14 governments 
and a number of intergovernmental and non-governmental agencies and from 
non-member churches, including the Roman Catholic Church. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman cf the World Council's 
policy-making Central Committee, will chair the meeting and present the 
opening address. 


Speakers from observer groups will include M. Felix Schnyder, United 
)Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; Mr. Marcus Daly, director of ICEM 
(Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration); Mr. Francis 
Blanchard, assistant director general of the International Labour Office; 
and Mr. J.J- Norris, president of the International Catholic Migration 
Commission. 


Four working varties will be fozmed to consider the witness of the 
churches concerning migration, the service of the churches to the migrant, 
the impact of migration on the life of the churches, and the migration 
problems of Africens and Asians as they affect Christian service. 


Topics under discussion are expected to include problems presented 
by the large scale immigration of Puerto Ricans to the United States and 
of West Indians to Great Britain. The conference will also examine the 
/influx of Japanese nationals to Latin America and of migration within the 
continents of Europe, Asia and Africa. 


It is also expected to take a hard look at the immigration policies 
of various "receiving countries" such as the USA, Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand. 


At the concluding session it will draw up a series of statements and 
recommendations to be submitted to the World Council's Third Assembly, 
-November 18 - December 6, New Delhi, India. EPS, Geneva 
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Dane to Lead Million Dollar Refugee) Project in) India 

(Calcutta) - The Rev. Johannes Krohn, of the Danish Lutheran National 
Church and Rural Dean of West Zealand, has arrived here to take up his 
appointment as director of the Bengal Refugee Service for which the World 
Council of Churches is seeking to raise $1,000,000. 


This is the largest single refugee project that the churches have so 
far sponsored. Calcutta has an estimated 3,000,000 refugees who fled 
there from Bast Pakistan following the partition of the Indian sub- 
continent. It has been described as "the worst single refugee problem!" 
anywhere in the world today. 


The programme is planned to embrace health and social service pro- 
grammes, community development schemes, training for jobs, and the setting 
up of a centre where 500 refugee students attending Calcutta University 
will have facilities to study away from the shacks which are their homes. 


Mr. Krohn, who will recruit his own staff for the project, was born 
fe 1 908% He served as a missionary in India for nearly ten years. His 
wife, who is a state-registered nurse trained in Britain, was born in 
India where she lived for 20 years. 


Mr. Krohn first left Denmark in 1938 to become a missionary in Indie. 
At the outbreak of World War II he was elected director of the High School 
and Teachers'Seminary at Tairabani where there were 600 students. Despite 
serious financial and cther difficulties he worked at Tairabani as the 
only missionary in the district throughout the whole of the war period. 
He was also a member of the executive committee of the Danish-Norwegian- 
United States Santal Mission. 


The Krohns have two children. The family returned to Denmark in 
1947 and since then Mr. Krohn has been pastos of the Lutheran Church at 
Finderup. In 1957 he was elected Rural Year. of West Zealand which has 
35 congregations and 27 pastors. 


Mr. Krohn has been appointed director of the Bengal Refugee Service 
for two years. The project, which was initiated by Church World Service 
in New York and is now supported by agencies related to the World Council 
of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation in Geneva, is under the 
direction of the National Christian Council of India and a special board 
which it has created to supervise the venture. EPS, Geneva 


Methodist Schools Nationalized in Cuba 


(New York) - Twenty-two Methodist schools in Cuba have been nationalized 
by the Cuban government, the Methodist Board of Missions has learned. 


The seizure was in accordance with the recent decree of the Castro 
régime nationalizing private schools. Among those taken over was the 
new Candler University in Havana. The 22 schools had an enrolment 
capacity of 5,000 students. 


The Board of Missions learned of the nationalization in a telephone 
call to "reliable Methodist contacts in Cuba", according to an announce- 
ment. It was not learned, however, whether two specialized schools - 
the Agricultural and Industrial School at Mayari and the Union Evangelical 
Seminary (interdenominational ) at Matanzas - were nationalized. 
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Board officials said latest reports indicate the Methodist Church in 
Cuba is continuing its work of worship, evangelism and religious education 
through the Sunday schools. Dispensaries are also reported to be con- 
tinuing their medical services. 


In a report received by the Board of Missions in March, it was 
learned that Cuban Methodists had succeeded in reaching, and in some cases 
surpassing, goals set in 1960 for "Advance" programme. Instead of 100 
lay preachers, 300 were recruited. From many applicants for two-year 
missionary service, 50 were selected. (See EPS No. 10) 


A Board of Missions spokesman said: "Even though American mission- 
aries have voluntarily retired from Cuba, the Methodist Church has carried 
on its programme. Reports have come from the Sierra Mae3tra district and 
other areas indicating enthusiasm and growth in the evangelistic programme 
@; the church. Methodists who know and love the Cuban Church give thanks 
that the Advance programme was developed by the Cuba Conference at a time 
when the conference would soon need to conduct its affairs under its own 
leadership. Methodists in the United States have maintained in every way 
possible the bonds of fellowship and love with their Cuban brethren, and 
this spirit has been reciprocal," 


The Methodist Church in Cuba has a membership of 10,200 (full and 
preparatory) and a Sunday school enrolment of 11,600. There are 57 
ministers and 126 churches. 


Roman Catholic schools have also been closed down as a result of the 
government's decision to nationalize all private schools. 


Fidel Castro, in a speech in Havana, stated that a law would soon 
forbid all foreign Roman Catholic priests to stay in Cuba; however, 
authorizations would be granted to priests standing for the revolution. 


Sr. Castro in the same speech said that Spanish "Falangist" priests 
could pack their suitcases. All but one-third of the island's priests 
are of Spanish origin. 


It was reported last week by Havana radio that "approximately 2,000 
Roman Catholic priests and nuns" have started submitting their applications 
to leave Cuba. These presumably were religious of Spanish origin. 


The radio said that although the Castro régime had announced it would 
not permit "counter-revolutionary foreign priests" to remain in the 
country, it had also stated that "those whose conduct was not counter- 
revolutionary would be allowed to carry out their functions in the country". 
It charged that the priests and nuns seeking to leave the country were 
doing so by order of "high clergy...in connivance with imperialists and 
the international counter-revolution", 


It has also been reported that an unspecified number of priests and 
bishops who had been arrested during the battles at the end of April have 


been released. However, the Roman Catholic Church is still without news 


— 


of several of those arrested, and reports that many monasteries are under 
militia control. BPS, Geneva 


Pope Asks War on Poverty 

(Rome) - The Roman Catholic Church will call upon its members to unite in 

a world-wide attack on hunger and poverty as a fundamental moral duty which 
"no living person can evade", 
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This is the gist of a new major Catholic encyclical on social problems, 
the third in a 70-year series. It has been described as "the most imper- 
tant document"; yet written by Pope John XXIII. 


The pontiff in a speech last week on the anniversary of the encyclical 
letter Rerum Novarum issued by Pope Leo XIII in 1891, which has been called 
the "Magna Carta" of Roman Catholic social principles, confirmed that the 
new encyclical is ready and will be published within a few weeks. 

EPS, Geneva 


Russian Orthodox Leader Cites Desire for Unity 


(Geneva) - A leader of the Russian Orthodox Church said last week that by 
its application for membership in the World Council of Churches his church 
expressed its "desire for the unity of all who confess Jesus Christ as the 
rue God...'! 


Bishop Nikodim, head of the Office of Foreign Relations of the Moscow 
Patriarchate, writing in Neue Zeit, an East Berlin daily published by the 
Christian Democratic Union party, said the bid also "expressed the wish of 
the Russian Church to strengthen the fellowship between Christians as 
brethren in the faith, realizing that the whole of mankind with its differ- 
ent races all over the world is created of one blood". 


Bishop John, Russian Orthodox Exarch of Central Europe whose See is 
in Hast Berlin, in another article in Neue Zeit said that it is hoped that 
membership in the Council would provide "the ecumenical fellowship, through 
conversations, personal contacts and theological discussions which would 
enable Christians to get to know one another better, and (lead to) the 
stage where they can share their witness and their service... testifying 
for God and our Lord Jesus Christ. This witness and service", he added, 
"IT consider to be obligations in the cause of world peace." 


The application continued to evoke widespread comment last week from 
church press in Burope and the United States. 


Réforme, an independent French Protestant weekly, said membership of 
the Russian Church in the WCC would represent "a victory of the Hcly Spirit 
rather than a manoeuvre on the part of Premier Khruschev". This victory 
is all the more important", it said, "because it gives cause to hope that 
other churches within the Communist bloc will enter the World Council in 
the not-too-distant future". 


It added that membership would remove two of the cbjections most often 
levelled against the ecumenical movement: 1. that it is an anti-Communist 
movement, "as if that were the role of the churches"; and 2. that it is a 
crypto-Roman Catholic movement. “Tn fact", it said, “with the parallel 
candidatures of the two great Pentecostalist churches (for WCC membership) 
the Roman Catholic Church is isolated, holding aloof from a step which it 
sometimes seems to want to take, but which it is always prevented from 
taking by its tradition and its doctrinal sectarianism". 


(The Iglesia Pentecostal de Chile has applied for membership. The F 
Mission Iglesia Pentecostal in Chile is in correspondence with the WCC } 
concerning membership.) 
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The article concludes: "At a time when so many international political 
)conferences are breaking ‘down, wnen the United Nations has become a propa- 
ganda arena and when the. cold war merely pauses for an instant in “order to 
resume harder than before, it is an extraordinary fact that :the Church, 
despite its divisions, its weaknesses and its lack of gourage, is still 
the only place where men can meet one another. It is indeed the universal 
People of God." | eur : 


Le Sillon, a monthly publication of the Old Catholic Church in Switzer- 
land, declared that "the admission of the Russian Church to the World 
Council, which will undoubtedly be followed by the admission of other 

churches, would be an ecumenical success in the fullest sense of the werd. 

~The World Covuncil...would “assume a genuinely ecumenical dimension which - 
igh be as beneficial to its membership as it would to. Orthodoxy>".. 4+..said. 


Although the application is bound to create "nolitical ‘speculations", 
hu Sad Oy considerations of écumenical fellowship are of much greater impor- 
tance because "what is concerned here is not the spirit of the world, but 
me spirit of faith". 


The French Roman Catholic publication Informations Catholiques Inter- 
nationales in a lengthy story on the application commented:that the -member- 
‘ship of the Russian Church, which it termed "the most-important.of those. 
churches not yet belonging to the World Council", could "only be profitable 
to both parties". 


§ ~ "The Church of Moscow can emerge at last from its long isolation and 

establish living contact with other Christian communions", it wrote. "The 
World Cotincil will be changed by the presence in its fold of the Russian’ 

Orthodox Church (as) until now it has pein a little too mich like a pan- 
Protestant movement..." , 


With the application, the journal noted, "only the autocephalcus 
Orthodox Churches behind the Iron Curtain remain cutside of relations with 
the World Council." "One can expect that they will soon follow the example 
of. Moscow", it said, adding that already Patriarch Justinian Marina of ‘the 
Orthodox chit of Rumania has announced he will send observers to the 
World Council's Third Assembly, New Delhi, India, November 18 ~ December 6. 


Two major US publications of Christian opinion —- one Roman Catholic 
and the other Provestant - also greeted the announcement. vee 


The Christian Century, "an undenominational weekly" has written: 
"The acceptance of the Russian Church into the World Council will not only 
help-to heai divided Christendom, but will also. acclaim for the Christians 
of Russia and the rest of the world a Christ who transcends POLaEA eat 
divisions." 


It added that while "some Christians will view the application sae 
with suspicion and will make it the occasion for criticism of the World 
Council ... (this) will be regrettable." 


Commonweal, a national Roman Catholic weekly published by laymen, 
called the move "another large step closer to unity" and "a méasure of the 
 Rdgshaersiients progress” of the ecumenical movement". 


"phe - importance of. this development can hardly be ex Nets it 


said. "The admission ... will permit valuable communication and co- 
operation between Christian leaders of the West and those of the Soviet 
Union. It will almost certainly have an effect on the isolation and 
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nationalism which have hitherto characterized the Russian Orthodox Church, ~ 
Not least, it will.mean that the ‘divided Christians! spoken of sorrowfully — 
by Patriarch Alexis (head of the Russian Orthodox Church) will have moved ~~ 
another large step closer to unity. Without forgetting or minimizing the a 
difficulties ... it is impossible not to be moved and heartened by the 
Russian Orthodox decision." BPS, Geneva 


In Brief Wy 


An association to promote study and exchange of views on Christianity, 
especially as it is related to the Indian environment, has been formed with 
headquarters in Jabalpur. Wamed the Indian Christian Theological Associ- 
ation, the new organization's activities will include study conferences and 
the encouragement of theses on theological subjects. Its membership is 
open to any Christian theological instituc.onm, OF anhaava duis 


* * * 


The American Lutheran Church (ALC ) has appealed for $75,000 to aid the 
church's disaster-stricken mission in Madagascar. Funds will be used to 
repair hospitals, schools, churches, and missionary homes damaged in recent 
tornados. 


* * * 


The Armenian Apostolic (Orthodox) Church has announced plans to build 
its first theological seminary and first full-time parochial school in the 
United States. The seminary will be built at a site still to be chosen 
in California. In the past Armenian clergy have come from overseas or 
they have trained in US seminaries of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


AS * * 


Both the American and the British and Foreign Bible Societies have 
reported new highs in distribution of Scriptures in 1960. The US group 
established a record of 23,210,485 pieces for the year distributed in 75 
countries in 277 languages and 36 "characters" such as Braille and Arabic. 
The figure was a 32 per cent gain over the previous year. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society reported ‘an increase of 1,500,000 over 1959 for a 
total of 9,250,000 of the number of copies of the Scriptures circulated. | 


* * * 


Protestant youth groups in Bochum, West Germany have begun a fund- 
raising drive for the construction of an agricultural training centre at 
Lake Victoria, East Africa, sponsored by the "Bread for the World" cam- 
paign of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). The centre will be 
used to train young Africans in the use of modern machinery and farming 
techniques. 


* * * 


The Netherlands Reformed Church will send 22 missionaries to new 
mission stations in the West African countries of Senegal, Ghana, Nigeria 
and Cameroon. An announcement said the missionaries will include doctors 
and youth workers, as well as pastors. They will be assigned in co- 
operation with the Paris and Basel (Switzerland) Evangelical Missionary 
societies and the young churches in the four countries. EPS, Geneva 
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Anglicans to Restudy Relations to Proposed Ceylon Church 


(London) - A union of five Christian churches in Ceylon, to be known as 
the Church of Lanka (Ceylon), has been under consideration for more than 
20 years. Involved are the Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists, Presby- 
terians and the Church of South India (Diocese of Jaffna). 


However, the question of the new church's relationship to the Church 
of England has run into complex and sometimes heated debate in the Con- 
vocations of Canterbury and York. Particularly at issue is the question 
of inter-communion. 


A majority report issued by a joint committee of the two Gonvocations 
contends that the Church of Lanka would be a "true part of the universal 
Church, holding the Catholic faith and possessed of an apostolic ministry 
of bishops, priests and deacons". This report was accepted by the Houses 
of Bishops and the Houses of Clergy of both Convocations 


A minority report, however, which expressed unwillingness to enter 
into full communion with the new body, despite recognition of it as part 
of the universal Church, was accepted by the House of Clergy of the York 
Convocation, while the House of Clergy of the Canterbury Convocation post- 
poned a vote on the issue. 
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The minority report foresees the disappearance of the Anglican 
Communion in considerable areas of the world should the proposed new 
church be approved and similar union plans be adopted elsewhere. iG 
also questioned whether unification rites would, in fact confer holy 
orders, as the majority report contends, and expressed concern over the 
fact that two of the churches involved in the proposed merger favour the 
ordination of wcnen. 


Last week the Convocations sought a way out of the dilemma by the 
appointment of a joint committee to consider the problem and report on 
further steps to be taken, 


The belief has been expressed in some circles that the joint committee 
will ask the House of Clergy of the York Convocation to reconsider its 
decisicn and vote again in October on the inter-communion issue. 


The first move towards union was made in 1940 when the Methodist 
Church in Ceylon invited other churches to form a negotiating committee 
to explore the possibilities of union. All agreed and a committee was 
formed. All the churches represented on the committee are autonomous, 
including the Church of Ceylon (Anglican) which looks to the Lambeth 
Conference of Bishops of the Anglican Church only for guidance. The 
Lambeth Conference has already approved the plan. 


It is intended that the Church of Lanka will be divided into six 
dioceses, each with a bishop. Its ministers will be called presbyters. 
There will also be deacons. Administratively it will be one unit, but 
there will be no interference with forms of worship peculiar to any church 
or pressure on any congregation to change its present ways. 


Last week Anglican Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, of Ceylon, voiced his re- 
actions to the debate in a letter to the Church Times, an Anglican publi- 
cation in Great Britain. Bishop De Mel, who is the first Bishop of 
Kurunagala of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, wrcte: 


"Perhaps i% was too much to ask for full communion, but may one 
lovingly ask whether this was the action of people who find pleasure in 
dissolving the Anglican Communion? We have tried very strenuously to 
uphold Catholic as well as Evangelical principles, and to build as far 
as possible on the pattern of the Undivided Church... The question will 
now be asked, '!Where do we go from here?' We must turn to God for 
further guidance... A number of courses seem possible. 


"We can hardly persevere with the present scheme if there is no 
direct encouragement from Canterbury and York. We may be told to go on 
in the hope of full communion later. But this is the delay we hoped to 
avoid for good reasons; (or) we may be forced to drop this scheme 
entirely and, by arrangement with the other negotiating bodies, seek to 
follow the lines of the South Indian scheme... This would frankly change 
the centre of gravity from Canterbury to Madras." 


But, he concluded, if the Ceylonese churches contemplating merger 
"now feel unable to enter into fresh negotiations with us and should then 
opt to join with the Church of South India, receiving the episcopate 
from that source, this would mean another Episcopal Church in this small 
island. Or is God calling us to try and build up a new scheme altogether?" 
EPS, Geneva 
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successor Named to Dr. Reeves 


ee ere een 


(Dar-es-Salaam) ~ The Rt. Rev. Leslie Stradling, Bishop of Southwest 
Tanganyika, has accepted the Bishopric of Johannesburg, formerly held by 
the Rt. Rev. Dr. Ambrose Reeves. 


Dr. Reeves, an opponent of the Government's apartheid policies, was 
deported from South Africa last September 48 hours after his return to the 
Union from a visit of several months in Great Britain, 


Dr, Stradling was named to the post by Dr. Joost de Blank, Archbishop 
of Capetown, and other bishops of the church. Earlier the elective 
assembly of the diocese of Johannesburg deadlocked over naming a successor 
to Dr. Reeves when non-white delegates refused to approve nominees whom 
they Ben considered "unsympathetic to the non-whites". (See EPS 
No, 19 


The new Bishop of Johannesburg, who is 53, was educated at the King 
Edward VII School, Sheffield, and at Queen's College, Oxford, where he was 
a Scholar. Ordained in 19343, he held curacies and benefices in south 
‘London and was Vicar of St. Anne's, Wandsworth, before being consecrated 
Bishop of Masasi in 1945 at the age of 37. Ee was translated to the 
bishopric of Southwest Tanganyika in 1952. EPS, Geneva 


Three Missionaries Return to Congo 


(Springfield, Mo.) - Three Assemblies of God (USA) missionaries have 
returned to the Stanleyville area of Congo to inspect mission properties 
and further encourage native directors. All property is intact and pro- 
gress has been made in spite of political uncertainty, the missionaries 
have reported to church headquarters here. 


The Rev. and Mrs. J.W. Tucker have returned to Paulis where they have 
established an evangelistic centre enrolling over 200 in Sunday school. 
The Rev, John H. Friesen will assist in printing operations at Andudu 
where the plant has been moved from Gombari because major military in- 
stallations have been located there. However, the native printers have 
not missed a deadline since the beginning of uprisings in Congo, according 
to reports. 


Congolese personnel are in charge of three leper dispensaries and 
grades one through six in day schools established by Assemblies of God 
missionaries, Bible school students are directing vacation Bible schools 
to children. EPS, Geneva 


New College Proposed for Pacific Area 


(Suva, Fiji) - A proposal for a new £85,000 ($238,000) inter-church central 
college for the training of men for the ministry will be submitted to 
churches in the Pacific area. 


The proposal has been made by the Theological Education Consultation 
and parallels one made two weeks earlier by the first Conference of 
Churches and Missions. (See EPS No. 19) It was unanimously agreed that 
the site of the college should be Suva. 
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A report said that it is the hope that the type of training given at 
the college "will make biblical and theological studies deeply relevant to 
the changing social conditions in the Pacific world". 


Denominations to be invited to participate are the Anglican, Congre- 
gational, Lutheran, Methodist and Presbyterian. 


At another session the 26 delegates agreed to launch a new journal for 
the area to be called "The Pacific Journal of Theology". First issue of 
the new publication is scheduled in December. 


The Consultation was held under the auspices of the Theological Edu- 
cation Fund of the International Missionary Council. Delegates came from 
Fiji, Western Samoa, New Guinea, the Caroline Islands, Tonga, New Hebrides, 
Gilbert Islands, Dutch New Guinea, Cook Islands, Tahiti, and Australia. 

EPS, Geneva 


Church Leaders to Study New Scholarship Aid Plan 


(Geneva) - Plans for extending its Scholarship programme will be discussed 
by the Administrative Committee of the World Council of Churches!’ Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees when it meets here June 5-8. 


Under discussion will be a proposal that the number of WCC scholar- 
ships for European students for study in the USA be increased by 50 per 
eer from 300 ot5¢é This will call for more places to be found in North 
American seminaries and a new travel pool provided by the churches in 
Burope to enable students to make use of them. (The programme for Euro- 
pean students is only part of the WCC's seholarship work. During the 
1960-61 academic year a total of 132 students participated in the pro- 
gramme. ) 


The Committee will be asked to regard the next 10 years in Africa as 
a time of emergency in education by enabling students there to follow the 
completicn of their secondary schooling with a full university course 
abroad. This plan proposes that scholarships should be available for 
professional and technological studies as well as for theological courses. 


The suggested new policy envisages encouragement being given to 
African and Asian church councils to think through what is needed to be 
done to promote Christian leadership in countries there. When these 
councils have formulated their needs these would be submitted by the WCC 
to Inter-Church agencies in the West to be underwritten. 


Chairman of the meeting will be Dr. Robert Mackie, Biggar, Sceectland. 
The 12-member Committee represents churches and church agencies in the USA, 
Great Britain, Switzerland, Germany, India, and Indonesia. EPS, Geneva 


Trade Union for Clergy is Opposed 


(London) ~ A suggestion that clergymen have their own trade union has 
been sharply criticized by officials of the Church of England and the Free 
Churches. 


Leaders said that the proposal put forward by the Rev. Peter Blagdon- 
Gamlen, Vicar of St. Bartholomew's, Derby, in an article in his parish 
magazine, was contrary to the idea of self-sacrifice and service implicit 
in the acceptance of the vocation. 
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Mr. Blagdon-Gamlen had written: "Nobody thinks the worse of medical 
doctors (or) teachers" because they have unions. "We need to form a 
strong body to prevent the clergy from being exploited on all sides. We 
need to unite to negotiate stipends that amount to a living wage, to bring 
our professional service rates in line with other professions, to get some 
pension scheme for widows and a better one for ourselves." Bishops, he 
added, would not be in the union "for they are more like the employers". 


The Rev. Harold Riley, synodical secretary to the Convocatien of 
Canterbury (Anglican), said that anything in the way of self-seeking would 
be abhorrent to most clergy and would gravely injure their influence for 
ees tA 


Dr. A«R. Vine, general secretary of the Free Church General Council, 
said that the whole idea of an organization to negotiate wages was contrary 
to the understanding of the calling of the ministry, and that if clergy 


wanted anything they should go to their congregations. "The word trade 
union", he said, "holds the threat of strikes and joint action which is 
repugnant", EPS, Geneva 


Debate on Social Securit 


Babi ter thatian. Protestant Clergy Deferred 


(Rome) - Further discussion on the new social security bill for Protestant 
ministers in Italy has been postponed by the Chamber of Deputies. 


The body decided to defer discussion in order to provide more time to 
confer with Protestant leaders after spokesmen for the Federal Council of 
Evangelical Churches in Italy had denounced the bill as discriminatory. 


The bill before the Chamber would have granted benefits to only the 
270 Evangelical clergymen who have been granted government approval to 
celebrate civil marriages, The Evangelical churches have a total of 360 
ministers. 


Barlier the Chamber had approved a similar bill relating to Roman 
Catholic priests which included the church's 45,750 lay priests. 


The Council had protested that while it considers it the churches! 
duty to take care of its retired ministers, if the government wishes to 
take over this responsibility, it should do so without confessional dis- 
crimination. Further it said, the bill would give the government the 
right to determine who should be considered clergy. 


Several Republican, Liberal, Social Democratic and Socialist deputies 
supported the Council's view in preliminary discussions. However, the 
Minister of the Interior spoke in defence of the bill on the grounds that 
the Italian constitution establishes the pre-eminence of the Catholic 
Church. 


Reports indicated that Protestant leaders are hopeful further talks 
with government leaders will result in agreement and open the way to 
working agreements between the church and state envisaged by the consti- 
tution, but not yet drafted. EPS, Geneva 
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Missienaries Defend United Church in Japan 
(Hakone-Yumoto) - One hundred and six Methodist missionaries to Japan, all 
of whom work with the United Church of Christ of Japan (of whieh Methodism 
is a part), have issued a statement reaffirming their belief in the vitality 
of the United Church. 


Meeting in April at Hakone-Yumoto, the missionaries said they drafted 
their statement in answer to some American church leaders who have used the 
Japan United Church to illustrate doubts as to the desirability of united | 
church movements. : 


(The Japan United Church has been cited by both proponents and opponents 
of church union in a continuing debate, set off by the proposal by the Rev. 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA, for a merger of his church with the Protestant Bpiseopal Church, 
the Methodist Church and the United Church of Christ in America. The 
latter denomination resulted from the recent merger of the Congregational 
Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church. ) 


All Methodist missionaries to Japan are affiliated with the United 
Church of Christ as Methodism is one of the major denominational traditions 
represented in the United Church. 


The missionaries! statement "welcomes this opportunity to affirm our 
belief in the activity of the Holy Spirit in the emergence and continued 
wife of this Church". It declared: 


"We rejoice that, under God, the United Church of Christ in Japan is: 
carving out forms of proclaiming the Gospel appropriate for Japan; involv- 
ang herself in the sacrifice and pain of finding and accepting unity in 
Christ; growing, and now includes nearly half of the Protestant Christians 
in Japan; discovering depths of Christian fellowship enriched by the heri- 
tage of the 34 denominational traditions which merged to make this church; 
Sharing increasingly in the world mission of the Church, now providing 
workers and missionaries for service in Canada, Brazil, Bolivia, United 
States, Okinawa, Taiwan, Thailand and India. 


The Methodist missionaries met in conjunction with a conference of all 
of the missionaries affiliated with the United Church. The conference 
brought together more than 4300 missionaries of eight denominations in the 
United States and Canada. The missionaries centred their programme around 
the study theme for the coming world Council of Churches! Third Assembly in New 
Delhi late this year. The theme, "Jesus Christ, the Light of the World", 
was borne out in Bible study, in addresses and in discussion groups. 

EPS, Geneva 


Two New Staff Named by WCC 

(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has announced the appointment of 
two new executive staff - one to its Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees and one to the Department of Faith and Order, the unit 
which deals with matters of doctrinal differences between the churches and 
organization barriers to Christian unity. 


The Rev, Theodore Tschuy, a Swiss Methodist pastor who has supervised 
inter-church aid programmes for the past three years in Chile, has been 
named Secretary for Latin America of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
nervice to Refugees. 
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In Chile Mr. Tschuy worked as director of the Ayuda Cristiana Evan- 
gelica (Evangelical Council of Chile). Following the series of earth- 
quakes which swept Chile last May he headed the relief operation for the 
Council through which churches around the world gave over $140,000 for 
rehabilitation and reconstruction. 


farlier he had worked for two years on the staff of the Immigration 
Department of Church World Service, New York, relief agency of the US 
churches. 


The new member of the Faith and Order Department staff is Dr. Lukas 
Vischer, who has been pastor of the Reformed Church of Schaffhausen, 
Switzerland, for the past eight years. Mr. Vischer has studied at the 
Universities of Basel, Switzerland; Strasbourg, France; and G6ttingen, 
Germany, and at Mansfield College, Oxford University, England. He 
received his doctorate in 1952. 


He is a member of the Hcumenicas Commission of the Alliance of Re- 
formed Churches of Switzerland and the author of several books and publi- 
cations, including "Basilius the Great - A Study of the Church Father of 


the Fourth Century" and "The History of Confirmation", He is also co- 
editor of a series of studies being published by the Evangelical Church 
Press, Zurich. EPS, Geneva 


Revision of Theological Studies in Rumania Almost Completed 


(Geneva) =- A plan for rewriting manuals for all. the basic studies of 
theology in the Rumanian Orthodox Church is almost completed, according 
to the Rev. Alf Johansen of the Danish Lutheran Church, who has just 
returned from a three weeks! visit to the Orthodox Theological Institute 
at Bucharest. ; 


The plan was approved by the Patriarch Justinian in 1949, and sub- 
stantial volumes have now been published in several areas, Mr. Johansen 
has reported. He said the writings reveal a thorough knowledge of 
Western Protestant and Roman Catholic theology up to the year 1940. He 
attributed this to the fact that of the 21 professors, lecturers and 
assistants now on the staff of the Theological Institute, 17 studied for 
periods of three or four years in other countries prior to 1940. 


Mr. Johansen, who has made a number of visits to churches in south- 
east Hurope in recent years and studied the publications in their original 
languages, has recommended them as "a remarkable corpus of genuinely 
Orthodox theology (which) deserves the attention of theologians outside 
Rumania". EPS, Geneva 


Ghana Government Would Legalize Polygamy 


(Accra) - Moves in two fields by the Ghana Government provoked sharp 
comments from church officials last week. 


The first was a government-published white paper proposing legali- 
gation of the traditional system of polygamy and "common law" marriages. 
The paper suggests that while a man would be allowed to have only one 
legal wife, she would no longer have grounds for divorce if he entered 
into a common law marriage with another woman. He would, however, be 
legally responsible for all children born of this second union. 


i 


The Rt. Rev. Reginald Roseveare, Anglican Bishop of Accra, and 
various other church leaders, have denounced the plan. Bishop Roseveare 
commented: "If polygamy is legalized in Ghana, there must atleast be 
provision for a woman who has married expecting a monogamous marriage to 
break off that marriage". 


Another controversial issue is a government announcement that it plans 
to cut the amount of air time of religious broadcasts in the country from 
105 minutes to 45 minutes per week. 


Under the new regulations a half-hour Sunday service broadcast in 
English will be cut to fifteen minutes and will be aired only. once a month. 
In its place on other Sundays will be a broadcast in the local language. 
However the present Sunday afternoon broadcast in local languages will be 
discontinued, as will a mid-week service in English. A programme of five- 
minute daily morning prayers will be continued. EPS, Geneva 


Episcopalian Bishop Leaves Cuba 


(New York) - The Rt. Rev. Alexander Hugo Blankingship, D.D., has resigned 
as Episcopalian Bishop of Cuba after 34 years in that country. 


Bishop Blankingship left Cuba at the end of April to return to the 
United States. Under normal circumstances, his retirement would have 
come in 1966. 


Affairs of the Episcopal Church in Cuba are being administered by 
Dean Romualdo Gonzales-Agueros, senior priest of the Church in Havana, 
who has moved into the bishop's house. 


Third bishop of the Missionary District of Cuba, Bishop Blankingship 
has spent all but three years of his ministry there. 


Meanwhile, a highly-placed Vatican source said _last week that feats 
the widening gulf between the Cuban leader and the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Vatican will not break diplomatic relations with the country. 


However, he said that if Cuba declared the Apostolic Nuncio to that 
country "persona non grata", then the Holy See would consider relations 
broken. But, he stressed, that action would have to come from Cuba and 

“not the Vatican. 


Some 2,000 priests and nuns have indicated their desire to leave Cuba 
since nationalization of private schools on May 3. Of these, 140 clergy- 
men sailed for Spain last Saturday and another ship is expected in Havana 
within two weeks to repatriate many other Spanish clergymen. (See EPS No. 19) 

EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Moscow Radio in its foreign language broadcasts is urging religious 
leaders around the world to participate in the International Christian 
Peace Conference to be held mid-June at Prague, Czechoslovakia. 


* * 
Cardinal Liénard, Bishop of Lille, France, has established an 
information centre for Christian Unity in his diocese. 


* * * 
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Work has begun in:the Hague, the Netherlands, on converting the 
Protestant. pavilion of the 1958 Brussels World Fair into a Protestant 
church for:use of.Americans living in the Dutch capital. Several rooms 
have been added to the building which was moved to the Hague by barge. 
The $200,000 cost of conversion is being contributed by | Protestants in 
the Netherlands, the USA and other parts of the world... 


* * * 


-' Queen Elizabeth, the Duke of Edinburgh and other members of the Roya 
Family attended the consecration last week of the new cathedral of the : 
Guildford diocese. The cathedral, begun more than 30 years ago, is only 
the second entirely new cathedral built on a new site in Britain in 400 : 
years. (The first was the Liverpool Cathedral dedicated in 1924. ) 
Twenty-two bishops and 16 visiting deans and provosts were among the 
congregation of 1,500 persons. 


* * * 


The Church of Scotland has announced that Dr. A.C. Craig, newly- 
installed Moderator of the General Assembly, will visit Rome to attend 
the centenary celebration of the Church of Scotland in Italy later this 
year. He is also scheduled to visit Scottish churches in Jerusalem and 
Lausanne, Switzerland, on the same tour. 


* * * 


Bishop Stephen Bayne, executive officer of the Anglican Communion, 
spent last week in Spain and Portugal on an official visit to the Spanish © 
Reformed Episcopal Church and the Lusitanian Church, respectively. The 
visit was in preparation for the establishment of a concordat of full 
communion between the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States 
and the two churches, which it is hoped will be achieved later this year 
at a general convention of the US church. 


5 * * 


The Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland has recommended 
a year-long "Bread .for Our Brothers" campaign to its member churches. 
The appeal, scheduled to start in September, will be in addition to the 
churches! current fund appeal for assistance to under-developed countries. 


* * * 


Protestant leaders in Austria have protested against a government 
plan to curtail the time allotted to church broadcasting. A letter — 
sent to the government by the Rev. Georg Traar, president of the Protest- 
and Broadcasting Service, said that "in this time when materialism reigns 
supreme, both in the East and the West, the Church must avail itself of . 
every opportunity to spread its message..." 


se af bah oe i aia, w 


An appeal by the Methodist Church of South Africa for multi-racial 
consultations to provide a "bridge" between the races in the Union, has 
been rejected by the government. A government spokesman said that such 
conventions urged by "those seeking to undermine the government's policies 
and justice for the white man" would not be held, EPS, Geneva 
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Religious Liberty Seen Vatican Council Topic 


(Rome ) -~ Religious liberty will probably be a major item on the agenda at 
the forthcoming Second Vatican Council, according to Augustin, Cardinal 
Bea, president of the Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. 


Another major item is likely to be the situation of the Eastern 
Orthodox Churches, particularly in the light of the application of the 
Russian Orthodox Church for membership in the World Council of Churches. 


Cardinal Bea indicated that the two topics will be under discussion 
by the Council in a 45-minute interview last week with Dr, Claud D. Nelson, 
Special correspondent for Religious News Service, a US agency. 


Dr. Nelson reported that the German-born Cardinal said that even the 
conservative elements at the Vatican recognize as "a forward step" a 
December, 1953 address by Pope Pius XII on religious liberty, in which he 
indicated the necessity and propriety of taking into account the varying 
religious orientations of the nations. 


This step forward, the article quotes the Cardinal as saying, would 
not be undermined by the Second Vatican Council, nor in general would the 
Council impede the progress of religious liberty. 
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The Cardinal noted that some of the most troublesome questions in 
this area arise in countries long occupied by Catholics and where Pro- 
testants are now carrying on vigorous evangelism. He cited particularly 
Latin America where, he said, since it is recognized that an estimated 79 
per cent of the Protestant missionaries working there belong to bodies 
outside the World Council of Churches, the ecumenical movement has little 
influence, 


He added that a South American prelate had told him recently that in 
many of these areas, in spite of the hierarchy's good will and correct 
position, it is not always possible to prevent intolerant manifestations 
in local parishes where the priest and his flock are perhaps no more under 
the influence of the ecumenical spirit and discipline than their Protestant 
neighbours. 


Speaking of the Roman Catholic Church!s relation to Orthodoxy, the 
Cardinal said it is still too early to assess its reaction to the appli- 
cation of the Russian Orthodox Church for WCC membership. But, Dr. Nelson 
wrote, Cardinal Bea "intimated he saw no reason for taking a negative 
stand. Nor did he appear to question the genuinely religious motivation 
of Patriarch Alexei of Moscow in making the bid for World Council member- 
ship". 


Dr. Nelson said that he had earlier been assured by officials of both 
churches that no conversations, even semi-official ones, are taking place 
at present between the Vatican and the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


He reported Cardinal Bea as saying that he did not anticipate any 
Significant action by the Hcumenical Patriarch until after the meeting of 
the Pan-Orthodox Synod, now scheduled in September. (See page 4 of this 
issue.) 


The Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity was established 
by Pope John XXIII in June, 1960 as a means of helping non-Catholic 
Christians to follow the work of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council so 
they may "find more easily the path by which they may arrive at that unity 
for which Jesus Christ prayed..." EPS, Geneva 


Italian Parliament Approves New Bill for Protestant Ministers 


(Rome) - The Italian Chamber of Deputies has approved by a large majority 
a new social security bill for Protestant ministers in Italy. (See EPS 
No. 203) 


The vote was taken following negotiations between deputies and leaders 
of the Federal Council of Evangelical Churches in Italy. Council leaders 
had protested against an earlier bill which would have granted benefits 
only to those ordained evangelical clergymen in the country who had been 
granted government approval to celebrate civil marriages. The Council 
said such a bill would have given the government the right to decide whe 
its ministers are. 


The significance of passage of the new bill, according to Council 
leaders, lies in the fact that it implements constitutional provisions 
which call for establishment of working agreements between the State and 
non-Catholic churches for State-Church relations and guarantee the auto- 
nomy of these churches in their internal effairs. 
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The new bill grants e11 of the requests made by the Federation and 
includes a statement to the effect that it is only the competent bodies 
of the different confessions which are entitled to decide who is a minister 
of the church. 


The law will be administered by the Ministry of the Interior in con- 
sultation with a committee including four representatives of the Evangel- 


ical churches, HPS, Geneva 


CCIA Official Urges Continued US Tests Ban 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - "The United States should not at this time resume 
nuclear weapons!’ testing nor should it at this time set a deadline for 
resumption of tests if agreement is not reached at the Geneva conference", 
the Rev. Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, has told a meeting here. 


Speaking before the Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania, Dr. Nolde 
took radical exception to the contention of certain US Senators that the 
United States should break off negotiations and resume testing because of 
apparent stalling tactics by the USSR. Dr. Nolde had just returned to 
the United States from Geneva, Switzerland, where he conferred with the 
heads of delegations of the United Kingdom, the USSR, and the United States. 


Dr. Nolde took issue with the view expressed by the Senators because 
he anticipated that the problem of a nuclear test ban will be considered 
at the Vienna Summit Conference between President John F. Kennedy and 
Premier Nikita Krushchev. 


The head of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
joint agency of the Internaticnal Missionary Council and the World Council 
of Churches, emphasized four points in setting forth the strategy he 
believes should now be followed. They are: 


Wks The United States should not accept the USSR proposal fnr a 
tripartite administration of a test ban, partly because it would project a 
veto into the treaty administration, but also because of its import for 
the office of the United Nations Secretary General and for any future 
arrangements for disarmament. The Russian proposal calls for one repres- 
entative from each of the so-called Western, Communist, and Neutralist 
blocs. At the same time, the United States and the United Kingdom should 
look diligently for alternative plans which will not sacrifice the prin- 
ciple of sufficiently trustworthy inspection but will make it easier for 
Russia to retreat from its present hard position. 


nie If the USSR withdraws its demand for tripartite administration, 
the United States and the United Kingdom should be prepared to make further 
concessions, The United States, in proposals placed before the Geneva 
Conference when it resumed its session on March 21, yielded on a number of 
important points. Nevertheless, a flexible position ought to be main- 
tained although the nature of possible accommodation shall be made known 
only after Russia's position on the tripartite plan has been clearly 
changed. 


yo If at any time the United States should resume nuclear testing, 
it should not do so in the field of nuclear weapons but should limit itself 
in the first instance to underground testing for peaceful uses or for 
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research in improving methods of detection. The time may come when the 
United States should resume testing primarily because the continuation of 
an unverified moratorium on testing could give the USSR an advantage or 
could set the precedent for disarmament without inspection. In any re- 
sumption of testing - and the time has not yet come for it - the United 
States should be prepared to invite international inspection, including 
inspection by the USSR, as fully as would have been the case if a treaty 
had been successfully negotiated. 


Oi Whether or not the United States resumes testing, it should not 
withdraw from the conference table at Geneva. The United States! repres- 
entative should continue to manifest a readiness for any sound agreement 
where compliance with its provisions can be reasonably verified, always 
Yyemembering that fool-proof inspection is not possible." 


Contending that these four points represent an application of the 
position of the World Council of Churches to the present level of negoti- 
ation, Dr. Nolde said that action along these lines represented an obli- 
gation to humanity as well as a sound strategy in winning support of world 
public opinion. EPS. Geneva 


Pan-Orthodox Meeting Scheduled in September 


(Rhodes) - The first Pan-Orthodox meeting in 30 years will be held in 
September on the Island of Rhodes. Announcement of plans for the meeting 
was made last week by the Bishop of Rhodes, Mgr. Spyridon, following a 
visit with the Ecumenical Patriarch, His All Holiness Athenagoras I, in 
Istanbul. The final dates have not yet been set. The meeting had twice 
been postponed earlier. The Orthodox leaders last met officially in 1930 
when a Preparatory Prosynod was held at Mount Athos, Greece. 


The Bishop said all the autocephalous Orthodox churches have been 
invited and are expected to attend. These ares the Patriarchates of 
Constantinople, Alexandria, Jerusalem, Antioch, Serbia, Moscow, Rumania, 
and the Churches:of Greece, Cyprus, Bulgaria and Albania. The Coptic, 
Armenian and Ethiopian Churches will be invited to send observers. 


The announcement said that it has always been the wish of the auto- 
cephalous churches to meet together and "renew our fellowship in Christ 
and the communion of Faith" but that "political hindrances and unfavourable 
conditions" prevented the meeting. Tt said the aim of the meeting will 
not be to solve problems, but to exchange views and make a general survey 
of the life of the Orthodox churches, particularly with reference to their 
participation in the ecumenical movement. EPS, Geneva 


Orthodox Study Plans to Establish Centre Near Athens 


(Athens) - Plans to create a Pan-Christian (ecumenical) conference and 
retreat centre near here, are under study by the Greek Orthodox Church, it 
has been announced by Theoklitos, the Archbishop of Athens and All Greece. 


The Orthodox leader said plans for the centre, which would be available 
to leaders of all confessions, call for it to be located in a refurbished 
Byzantine monastery at Hymetus, near Athens. He said such a centre has 
been made necessary by the growing interest of theologians and leaders of 
other churches in visiting Greece to see at first hand the life and work 
of the Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 
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Cubans Continue to Stream into Miami 
ne eee UTE am into Miami 


(Miami ) - What was expected to be a short-term emergency programme to aid 
refugees from Cuba is developing into a "long, hard job", says a report 
this week from Miami, Florida. "New " refugees are thronging into the 
Cuban Refugee Centre, where the Protestant Latin American Emergenoy 
Committee is at work, as each plane from Havana arrives "loaded to the 
wings", 


For the thousands who fled to Plorida last winter, says the report 
from the sev. Dr. Russell Stevenson, resident director of the Protestant 
Committee, all hope of returning to a "free" Cuba, which bolstered them so 
long, has now disappeared, "The abortive invasion attempt and Castro's 
Show of strength have taken care of that." 


The "alarming" rate of new arrivals, says his report, has resulted in 
mushrooming requests for food, clothing and medical supplies from the 11 
Protestant centres operating in the city. In one month, 6,000 people 
received some counsel and material assistance, 


New cases are being registered at the centre at the rate of 115 to 
125 a day, the report notes, and the emphasis now is on resettlement in 
other US areas. Close to 300 have now been resettled by Church World 
Service, relief agency of the National Council nf Churches, and by co- 
operating denominations. BPS, Geneva 


Palestinian tefugee Problem Seen No Nearer Solution 
Re En Meee Srobsem veen No Nearer Solution 


(Beirut) - A solution to the problem of the Palestinian refugees "seems 

as remote now as ever" and church relief efforts "must be seen as mere 
palliatives, necessary, but not in themselves meeting more than immediate 
needs", according to a statement of the Triennial Meeting of the Near Hast 
Christian Council. 


The statement, issued as a Message to the Churches, commends their 
"generous support" of relief work, which, it says, has helped "make the 
material lot (of the refugees) more bearable". 


But, it said, there have been "thirteen years of lost time for the 
refugees and for the world which has thus deprived itself of much of the 
contribution they would normally have been making to its life". 


"We again express our hope", it continued, "that the competent 
authorities will make every effort to see Buch permanent and constructive 
solutions as are called for by the continuing plight of this group of over 
one million men, women and children and that the churches will continue to 
pray and work for a "Just Solution" leading to the peace and stability of 
the Holy Land and the neighbouring countries". EPS, Geneva 


Finnish Committee Favours Ordination of Women 
ee VOUS Vrdination of Women 


(Helsinki) - Removal of the legal bars to the ordination of women in the 
Finnish Lutheran Church will be recommended to the next Church Assembly by 
a Special committee that has been studying the question. 


This was revealed here by the semi-weekly Christian paper, Kotimaa, 
which said the full report of the five-member committee will be published 


before the end of this year. The quinquennial meeting cf the Assembly, the 
church's supreme legislative body, is scheduled to take place early in 1963 


e 
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The last Church Assembly in 1958 failed to give a required three- 
fourths favourable vote for a previous committee's proposal that women 
theological graduates be given a special office in the church, with most 
but not all the privileges of ordained clergy. Instead, the body deferred 
action and named another committee. 


Acceptance of the committee's recommendation would open the door 
legally for the national church of this country to follow those of three 
other Northern Countries in admitting women to the ministry. The Danish 
Church has done so since 1948, but the first women Lutheran pastors were 
ordained in Sweden only last year, and the first one in Norway in March of 
this year. 


Implementation of the recommendation would require an amendment to 


existing church law. However, in Finland the Parliament can act on a 
proposal for church legislation only after the Church Assembly has 
approved it. EPS, Geneva 


Protestants Given Official Role in telief Programme for Angola Refugees 


(Geneva) - Protestant agencies in the Congo, which were among the first to 
bring relief to the Bakwanga famine area last year, have been officially 
invited to share in services for the thousands of refugees from Angola 
who are now entering the country. 


Thess Protestant agencies have been given responsibility for taking 
care of 10,000 Angolan refugees at Moerbeke, one of the three main centres 
around which they are grouped. 


So reports the Rev. Ernest Lehman, administrative secretary of the ; 
Congo Protestant Relief Agency, Leopoldville, in a letter to the World “ 
Council of Churches in Geneva. ; 


Writing to Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the WCC's Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees, Mr. Lehman says that he was told by 
telephone that about 10,000 Angolans were concentrated near Kimpangu and 
that food was urgently needed for them. He said a truck with six and a 
half tons of food was sent immediately and other shipments by rail are 
planned. 


Distribution of the food is being supervised by a local committee 
composed of a Protestant deacon, who is an African, several Roman Catholic 
sisters, and a government official in the town. 


A recent xed Cross survey shows there are 20,000 refugees grouped around » 
around Songololo, 10,000 in Kimpangu and its neighbourhood, and a further 
10,000 near Madimba. EPS, Geneva 


Pamphlet Gives Guides to Christians in East Germany 


(Berlin) - The Christian in Uast Germany "can only accept the fact that he 
lives in an atheistic state and put up with it; but he must never approve 
or support it. He should not show political resistance, nor leave the 

German Democratic Republic (DDR); he should go on living and enduring in 
Christian faith and patience in the position in which God has placed him." 


Ecimese rer 
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This is the salient conclusion of a pamphlet published last week by 
the United Evangelical Church in Germany (VELKD). The church has ocongre- 
gations in Saxony, Thuringia and Mecklenburg in East Germany and in some 
half dozen areas of the West Cerman Republic. 


The pamphlet says that even though East German Protestants are not 
prevented by their faith from cooperating with the DDR government in social 
and economic fields, they must reject its atheistic ideology "even if this 
leads to distress or death", 


"In all cases of conflict between the State's demands and God's orders, 
God's word remains valid that one must obey God rather than men", it 
declares. 


All areas of life become more difficult for a Christian Living Ines 
aimeistic state, it adds, "because all fields are determined by socialism 
based on materialism and atheisn. For the same reason the Christian edu- 
cation of youth becomes almost hopeless." 


However, the statement stresses that, in accordance with Romans, 
Chapter 13, the Christian must recognize in the government of this "ideo- 
logical state" an authority which is appointed by God and must be subject 
to it in the fulfilment of his civic duties. 


In practice, it said, this means that it is permissible for Christians 
in the DDR to cooperate in supporting the state in areas where this is 
possible "without adopting the ideology of atheism or directly strength- 
ening that ideology". 


As an example the pamphlet says a Christian could work in industrial 
cooperatives, without compromising his faith. 


However, it disapproves of participation in "Youth Dedication" cere- 
monies, the Communist counterpart of Christian confirmation rites, and of 
"atheist weddings and funerals", 


A concluding section notes that the DDR Constitution expressly gives 
the church the right to express its opinion on questions affecting the life 
of the nation. "We should all show more courage in doing this than we 
have done in the past", it says, "purely for the purpose of helping those 
who bear the responsibility for (the government's) administration". 

EPS, Geneva 


United Presbyterians Support Protestant Unity Talks 


(Buffalo) - The United Presbyterian Church has given its support to a 
proposal to explore the possibility of the eventual merger of four Protes- 
tant denominations into "a united church - truly Catholic, truly Reformed 
and truly Evangelical". 


The proposal, unofficially known as the "Blake Proposal", received 
almost unanimous approval from the 988 commissioners attending the dencmi- 
nation's 173rd General Assembly here as opposition melted following 
vigorous debate and solemn prayer. It was first advanced by Dr. Hugene 
Carson Blake, the church's stated clerk (chief executive officer) last 
December at a service preceding the annual meeting of the National Council 
of Churches, Iv has been the subject of widespread debate and discussion 
ever since. 


a es 
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Commissioners specifically invited the Protestant Hpiscopal Church 
"to join with us in an invitation to the Methodist Church and the United 
Church to explore the establishment" of a united body which would include 
some 18,000,000 members. 


(The Episcopal Church will have an opportunity to act on the invita- 
tion at its General Convention this September in Detroit. The Methodist 
Church cannot vote on the matter until its quadrennial General Conference 
in 1964. The United Church of Christ could conceivably take action this 
summer, but this is considered unlikely because it will be involved in the 
final consolidation of its own body, which was formed by a merger of the 
Evangelical and Reformed, and Congregational Christian churches.) 


Commissioners elected Dr, James I. McCord, president of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, to head a nine-member committee to enter into the 
unity discussions. It will probably not hold formal sessions until after 
the iipiscopal Church acts on the matter in September. 


Other denominations accepting invitations to participate in the dis- 
cussions were also asked to establish similar committees. However, the 
Presbyterian resolution did not specifically limit the invitation to the 
three other denominations, but rather authorized its representatives "in 
cooperation with those of the several negotiating churches to invite other 
churches to appoint representatives, either to join them in the development 
: of the plan or to sit down with them as observers and consultants as they 

do their work together". 


Dr. Blake was instructed to communicate with the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States (Southern), the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and 
other groups within the Presbyterian-Reformed tradition expressing a 
willingness to work together with them toward union. 


In introducing the proposal, Dr, J. Charles McKirachan, chairman of 
General Assembly's Standing Committee on Bills and Overtures, told the 
commissioners: 


"This committee believes God has plans for His Church far beyond our 
comprehension. We in the United Presbyterian Church...believe in miracles 
beyond our comprehension, It is in this spirit that we move forward." 


The debate which followed was complicated by the introduction of an 
amendment asking that the participating churches include only those 
"willing to recognize the others as true churches of Christ possessing 2 


Velta ministry". The amendment was aimed at the Episcopal Church which 
maintains that true validity lies only within the apostolic succession of 
tishops. 


One opponent to the union proposal pointed to the Presbyterian concept 
of the equality of the ministry, and contended that in the episcopal form 
of government "the bishop is looked up to more than the ordinary clergyman". | 


However, Dr. McKirachan pointed out that this issue can %,e BG 6B) BR es 
discussed before any definite action is taken. 


After the debate, the Rev. Frederick W. Cropp of San Marino, California, 
prayed for divine guidance as the commissioners were about to vote on the 
proposal: 


"Let Thy will be completely regnant. When we vote let us do so as 
Christians moved by Thy Holy Spirit, as members not of our church) “outies 
thayeChorah. 
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In the voting which followed, only a few scattered "nays" could be 
heard, 


In another action, soemmissioners elected Paul McKelvey, head of a 
California real estate management firm, moderator of the General Assembly 
for the next year. He succeeds the Rev. Herman L. Turner of Atlanta, 
Georgia. EPS, Geneva 


HMBARGO: For Release AM's Monday, 
Rights of Angolans Urged June 5, 1961. 


(Geneva) - Recognition of the legitimate rights of the people of Angola to 
determine their own political future is called for in a statement issued 

here today by the officers of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. 


The statement expresses concern over "the serious conditions" in 
Angola and says that "administering authorities should take reasonable 
risks in speeding progress" towards Angolan self-government or independence. 


Further, it says, "Christian concern for the worth of man involves 
insistence on respect for the Rule of Law" including "freedom from arbitrary 
arrest, an independent judiciary and public trial and the right of habeas 
corpus and all that is involved in equality before the law for all persons 
and all communities". 


The statement came in the midst of reports of increasing violence and 
bloodshed in the troubled African country. 


The statement was based on statements issued earlier by the World 
Council of Churches and the Commission. It was signed by Sir Kenneth 
Grubb, London, CCIA chairman; and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, Commissicn 
chairman. 


(See Document appended for complete text of statement. ) EPS, Geneva 


Churches! Role in Nation Building Studied 


(Geneva) - The Church is faced with the task of making clear and sharp the 
issues involved in the crucial choices open to the new states of Africa and 
Asia as they begin the job of building their own independent nations. 


This coriclusion was reached at a consultation on nation-building and 
international responsibility held at the World Council of Churches! Insti- 
tute of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey, near Geneva. 


However, participants attending the conference from Europe, Africa 
and Asia agreed that, while the Church should help these nations understand 
the alternatives open to them, it should be careful not to make choices for 


The consuttation, called at the request of the churches in Africa, 
brought together more than 30 sociologists, economists, political and 
religious leaders, trade union spokesmen, as well as experts in law, ad- 
ministration and education. The report of the consultation will now go to 
all. member churches of the WCC. 


E Ceo 
salen: ieteer ome v 
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Among the topics discussed at the sessions were the churches! position 
toward polygamy, the problem of tribal conflicts in Afric», and their 
attitude in the past in discouraging tribal culture. 


~The consultation also raised the following questions: ply ork Paay 
possible for these new nations to be governed by more than one political 
party? (2) Ts" the parliamentary system feasible for them? (3) To what 
point should the economy be nationalized? 


- 
. 


Participants agreed that it would be disastrous if the big power blocs 
were involved in Shaping the economy of these new states in the post- 
colonial period. iv 


While the problem of nation building is most critical in Africa, 
participants noted that other countries have also been forced by the pace 
of recent events radically to reconsider their. relationships to Africa and 
Asia in the post-colonial world. 


Regret was expressed at the conclusion of the conference that the 
churches and individual Christians have not taken seriously their responsi- 
bility to assist in nation building. Participants noted that they must be 
continuously challenged to meet theége responsibilities in the future. 


The consultation drew much from previous ecumenical studies of the 
problem, The WCC's Department on Church and society is “ngaged ins 
Systematic study of the problems of rapid social change. Reports oan the 
first four years of this study (1955-59) were given at the International 


Conference at Thessaloniki. EPS, Geneva 


Kenya Church Leaders Favour Kenyatta's Release 


(Nairobi) - Christian leaders of Kenya have said they "welcome the news 
that Mr. Jomo Kenyatta will be among uS as soon as possible". 


They made the comment in a statement issued following a meeting last - 
week with the Governor of Kenya to discuss the political situation of the 
country. 


The comment was one of the first indications that the Kenya government 
is considering release of the Mau Mau leader who was arrested at the height 
of the Emergency. 


The church leaders said they told the Governor that although Christians 
suffered greatly and were persecuted during the. Mau Mau Emergency period, 
they have "forgiven the past and want to enter into the new Kenya with an 
open declaration that (they) harbour no resentment in (their) hearts for 
what is past". , 


They said they have plans to visit Mr. Kenyatta in prison in the near 
future... 


ihe church leaders represented the African Church Leaders! Conference, 
a group. convened by the Christian Council of Kenya, and the Council itself. 


Their statement said that they had expressed to the Governor their 
concern at the suggestion that the present lawlessness was similar to the 
Situation prevailing before the Mau Mau Emergency. "At that time", they 
told him, "people everywhere had a generally aggressive attitude; today 


they are friendly. Then they had no hope; now they are full of expect- 
ation, The present lawlessness has basic economic roots and it would be 
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wrong to compare it with what happened before and during the Mau Mau 
Emergency. Ks iP ; 


Fort Hall; the Rev. P.D, Fueter, general secretary of the Christian Council 
ef Kenya; and the Rev. John Gatu, Mr, 1. Lung'aho and Mr. P.:Thande. . m 
aaa } EPS, Geneva 4 


) : aren: 
The delegation included the Rt, Rev. 0. Kariuki, Anglican Bishop of - 
a 


‘a 

= 
“ 
i 


Prayers Urged for Bichmann Hay, eek 
(Elgin, ste - The Gospel Messenger, official publication of the Church of¥ 
the Brethren (USA), has called upon Christians to "pray for the soul of 
Adolf Eichmann". 


ees lead editorial in the most recent issue declared that while prayers 7 
Should be offered for the victims of persecution, "it is even-more important 
to pray for those who are responsible for persecution", It said: 


. "If we who call ourselves Christian are to respond in this spirit (the | 
spirit of another Jew who was crucified by his own people) we must be ready 
to pray for the soul of Adolf Eichmann, gust as we pray for all-who stand 7 
under the judgement of a righteous God, and for everyone among the persecu-— 
tors and the persecuted who knows his own guilt and his need of God's grace.! 

rah eu . EPS, Geneva 


a) 


Ugh le habia 


Representatives of US Protestant, Catholic and Jewish agencies have asked 
the US Congress to extend for another five years the programme under which ~ 
surplus agricultural commodities are made available to them for shipment to 
overseas needy. They also asked for an increase in the amount of commodi- 
ties made available and for funds to help the agencies meet inland trans- 
portation costs in receiving countries. 


* * * 


The United Lutheran Church in America has announced ratification of a ; 
plan to merge with three other Lutheran bodies in order to form the 
35200,000-member Lutheran Church in America. Ratification became effective 
last week when the Texas-Louisiana Synod voted approval of the move, thus 
becoming the 22nd synod -to approve, and providing the necessary two-thirds 
vote required to implement merger plans. 


‘ 
* * * 


The question of inter-communion at ecumenical gatherings will be 
_ discussed by the 25-member Working Committee of the Commission of Faith and 
Order when it meets June 16-19 in Geneva. The World Council of Churches! 
Commission will also discuss regional developments in faith and order, and 
will lay plans for a proposed World Faith and Order Conference in 1963. 
The Rt. Rev. Oliver Tompkins, Anglican Bishop of Bristol, England, is 
Commission chairman. EPS, Geneva 
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“A Special Report 
"Freedom Riders" Face Mobs in Segregated South 


(Montgomery, Alabama) ~ New.waves of "Freedom Riders" into the segregated 
South have been promised by determined integration leaders in spite cf mob 
violence, scores of arrests, and the Federal Government's plea for a 
"cooling-off" period. 


In fact, Negro leaders have indicated that they plan to extend their 
drive to abolish in practice what the Federak courts have abolished by 


legal rulings dating back to 1954 - segregated facilities in many areas — 
of the South. Current aim is an end to segregated public transportation. 


"There can be no cooling-off period in the effort to obtain one's 
citizenship rights", said Roy Wilkins, executive secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People, "The effort must gn 
on continuously by all feasible methods." 


Despite the violence which has zreeted them, the "Freedom Riders" 
themselves appear even more determined to step up their campaign. One 
victim, a. white student at Pisk University in Nashville, made this clear 

from his hospital bed. 


The student, James W. Zwerg, insisted that the "Freedom Riders" were 
not "martyrs or publicity-seekers", but are only seeking "equality and 
justice - and we will get it", 


"fe will continue our journey one way or another and we are prepared 
to die", he promised. "From here we go to Jackson, and then on to New 
Orleans. 


"They may try to stop us, attack and maybe bomb us, but we're ready 
for anything now," 


The most conspicuous action illustrating Ohristian concern in the 
present crisis was perhaps taken by four white theologians whc were 
arrested along with three Negro students after riding into riot-shaken 
Montgomery in an integrated bus and seeking service at a "white" lunch 
counter. at 


Heading the group was the Kev. William Sloane Coffin, Jr., chaplain 
of Yale University, who later returned to the campus in New Haven, 
Connecticut, after posting bail on a charge of breach of the peace. 


Arrested with Mr. Coffin were the Rev. Gaylord Noyce of Yale Divinity 
School, and Dr. John Maguire and Dr. David Swift, both on the theological 
faculty at Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut. All are 
distinguished in their fields and are members. of Phi Beta Kappa honorary - 
society. . “ 


There. were no incidents when the group boarded a bus in Atlanta, but 
more than 100 National Guardsmen - troops at the disposal ‘of the state =~ 
and police were on hand when they arrived in Montgomery. The group, which 
had planned to travel on to Jackson, Mississippi, was arrested when members 
Sought service at the segregated lunch counter used by two groups of 

"Freedom Riders" who preceded them to Jackson a day earlier. 
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Upon his return to New Haven, Mr. Coffin told an overflow congress aie 
in the Yale chapel that the Attorney General's office had tried to dis- 
suade him and his amet oie Riders" from making their trip into the 
deep South. 


"People in high places in the Attorney General's office did ask us - 
most circumspectly - to reconsider our decision tn make the trip", he said, 
"As ycu- know, of course, we did not." 


Meanwhile, Dr. Roy G. Ross, general secretary of the nations? Council 
of Churches (USA), commended Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy for 
"courageous and forthright action in dealing with the mob violence in’ 
Montgomery" after "the failure cf local police to deal with... vielations 
of basic human rights guaranteed by our laws", © 4 


Similar concern over the violence which has flared in Alabama was mi 
expressed. by the Rev. John W. Thomas, executive secretary of the Council ~ 
.on Christian Social Progress of the American Baptist Convention. He 
charged that this lawlessness received strength from "some persons in high 
places and by the timid Silence of many good people who allowed this to go” 
unopposed", 5 


The - noted Negro leanete t the Rev. Martin Luther King, rae oft Atlanta, _ 
Georgia, placed the blame for the outbreaks "at the doorstep of the Govy- . 
ernor of this state", 


Dr. King. charged that desreaxhim? TahniePaewaenhenen "ereatea awe atmo- — 
Sphere in which violence could thrive" by "his consistent preaching of 
defiance of the law, his vitriolic public pronouncements and his irres- 

ponsible actions". 


Coming here from pe to take aheaeee of the "Freedom Riders" ~ : 
battle against segregation, Dr. cae also disclosed that student "Freedom ~ 
Riders" would be instructed in the "philosophy and techniques" 9f. non- 
violent action by the pepe James Morris Lawson. Jr. 


Mr. Lawson, 4 member ‘of. the staff of the Southern. Avot ena Leadership 
Conference, was expelled from the Divinity. School of Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville, Tennessee, a year ago after taking part in some of the first) 
lunch’ counter sit-in demonstrations. At the time, faculty supporters 
_charged that his dismissal was a breach ef academic freedom. 


The "Freedom Riders" campaign began initially as an enterprise spon- — 
sored and financed by the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), a passive- 
resistance organization with headquarters in New York and Bed 1 gies e tea 
breaking down southern racial barriers. e, : 


COZE, which is principally under Negro. leadership, instructs its. 
volunteers to meet violence without fighting back. . In the past, it has 
organized sit-in demonstrations at southern lunch counters and the picketing 
nf other segregated public places such as hotels and theatres. Hawever, 
the group's latest attack against discrimination set off the nation's most 
serious racial conflict since violence erupted in Little Be te Arkansas, | 


in 1957. 


In the latest crisis, a Negro integration leader was shct in the. wrist 
by a group of teen-agers in a passing car, Another group of white youths © 
poured gasoline on a Negro and set him on fire. And a white woman held up 
her child se he could reach out and pound a passing Negro with his fists. 
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But the violence didn't end there. some 1,500 Negroes were forced 
to remain in a Montgomery church all night after a howling white mob of 
1,200 to 1,500 persons attempted to invade the building. Only the arrival 
of some 100 US marshals, armed with tear gas and rint clubs, held back the 
mob. 


The marshals, under the jurisdiction of the US Department of Justice, 
were virtually alone for about an hour before the arrival of police and 
National Guardsmen. The troops eventually succeeded in evacuating the 
Negroes from the church about daybreak. 


The National Guardsmen were sent to the scene with fixed bayonets 
after Governor Patterson decided to proclaim martial law. However, the 
Governor, who earlier declared that he could not "guarantee protection for 
this bunch of rabble-rousers", said in his proclamation that the "Freedom 
Riders" were responsible for the rioting. 


One of the most severe instances of violence occurred earlier last 
month when 13 men and women aboard two buses were pursued by cars after 
they reached the Alabama border. The rioters caught up with them outside 
Anniston, and hurled an incendiary bomb through a broken window of one bus , 
filling it with black, acrid smoke. 


With no chance of survival inside, the "Freedom Riders" emerged from 
the bus only to be set upon by the waiting mnb. Similar treatment was 
given to those in the second bus until police broke up the brawl. Further 
violence awaited them in Birmingham where a mob had gathered armed with 
blackjacks and lengths of pipe. 


The "Freedom Riders" are not the only ones who have met with violence 
and intimidation. John Seigenthaler, a special representative of President 
Kennedy, was beaten unconscious during one bus station outbreak. 


In spite of the latest violence, the Vatican newspaper, L'!Osservatore 
Romano, found some comfort in the fact that such incidents shew that 
segretationist ideas are rapidly losing ground in the South. 


"It is a fact", said the newspaper, "that the movement for integration 
and racial equality between whites and blacks is spreading in the United 
States with resolute and uncheckable vigour". 


Such a view received support in the midst of the current racial crisis 
when a group of white clergymen in Birmingham, Alabama, met recently and 
pledged themselves to "make efforts to re-estahlish better communications 
between the races" in that restless city. 


The group, representing the Protestant, Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox 
and Jewish faiths, called upon all churches in Birmingham to set aside 
Sunday, May 28, as "a solemn day of prayer for all people". 


Obviously referring to the latest acts of violence in Alabama, the 
clergymen added: "No one of us is free from guilt. We confess to God 
our Father our failures to say and do that which is right." 


Another encouraging sign was evident Monday when an integrated bus 
carrying other than "Freedom Riders" travelled over its regular route and 
picked up and discharged passengers without incident. One white woman who 
travelled from Montgomery to Selma, Alabama, seated next to a young Negro 
"Freedom Rider", remarked: "I didn't like it, but I didn!t want to stand 
up..e-l just have trouble getting used to it." EPS, Geneva 
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Document Monday, June 5, 1961. 


Statement on Angola Issued by Officers of 
The Commission nf the Churches on International Affairs 


Many churches and individual Christians are alarmed by the serious 
conditions which have developed in Angola. The reports of wanton 
destruction of human life and the accompanying violation of essential 
human rights have shocked world public opinion. There is indeed danger 
that the situation will further deteriorate if justice is not wisely 
served. In these circumstances we as officers of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs would be failing in our duty if we 
remained silent. We therefore call attention to certain general state- 
ments which have been made on several occasions by the World Council of 
Churches and our Commission, and we suggest that they are immediately 
relevant to Angola. We express the hope that action along these lines 
will be promptly initiated. 


In face of any refusal to recognize for the people of Angola the 
right to determine their own political future, we say: "The legitimate 
right of the self-determination of peoples must be recognized. Specific 
assurance of independence or self-government should be given and adminis- 
tering authorities should take reasonable risks in speeding progress 
towards this geal". 


In face of every failure to build the competence necessary for 
independence or self-government, we say: "When nations are still subject 
to minority or foreign rule, they must be allowed to move swiftly but with 
adequate preparation to a form of government in which persons of whatever 
racial background have their rightful place". 


In face ef reported violence, compounded in its severity by acts of 
retribution, we say to all involved and especially to those who have been 
party to terrorism and murder: "Christian concern for the worth of man 
involves insistence on respect for the Rule of Law, as essential to a just 
society. This includes freedom from arbitrary arrest, an independent 
judiciary and public trial, the right of habeas corpus and all that is 
involved in equality before the law for all persons and all communities". 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, Chairman 


June 5, 1961 Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, Director 
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WCC Will Dedicate New Headquarters Site a Ec Heeticaas Gieboere 

(Geneva) - A ground-breaking ceremony for the new headquarters building 

of the World Council of Churches will be held Wednesday, June 21. 


The 250-office building will be constructed at a site on the north- 
west side of Lake Geneva, a short distance from the Palais des Nations and 
headquarters of various other international organizations. Construction 
will begin immediately. The building is expected to be ready for occu- 
pancy by mid-1963. 


Tt will cost $2,500,000 (Sw. Fr. 10,700,000). 


Funds have been raised by the World Council's 176 member-churches and 
by special fund-raising appeals in several countries. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman of the WCC's policy-making 
Central Committee, will preside at the ceremony. 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Mass. (USA), a World Council 
president, will make the main speech and will turn over the first symbolic 
spadeful of earth. Bishop Sherrill, the Presiding Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the USA until his retirement in 1958, is chairman of the 
international committee which has raised funds for the new building. 
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The ceremony will come mid-way during the meeting of the WCC's 
Executive Committee, June 19-24, at the World Council's Eeumenical Insti- 
tute, Bossey, near Geneva. 


Attending in addition to Committee members will be some 150 guests 
including Swiss church authorities, Geneva and Cantonal officials, repres- 
entatives of the United Nations and related organizations and various 
other bodies. 


The ceremony, which will be held on the exact site where the chapel 
in the new building will be located, will include a talk on the history of 
the World Council by its general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 
followed by short speeches by city and church authorities from Geneva. 


The new building will house the WCC's present staff of 180 persons 
and also about 100 persons on the staffs of the Lutheran World Hederation, 
the iorld Presbyterian Alliance, the Brethren Service Commission and other 
WCC-related bodies. 


World Council headquarters at present are situated on the opposite 
Side of Lake Geneva in converted chalets with overflow offices in four 
wooden barracks on two separated sites. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, in announcing plans for the ceremony, said the 
expanding programme of the ecumenical agency has long made it necessary to 
have additional conference and office space. He said the building hag 
been designed for maximum efficiency and attractiveness, but not as a 
luxurious or monumental structure. 


Architects! plans call for a modern concrete structure with a central 
two-storey block with three wings of three, four and five storeys radiating 
from it and containing the offices. . The central block will house the 
entrance hall, chapel, offices of the general secretariat, one large and 
three small conference rooms, an exhibition area and a cafeteria. The 
design allows for the addition of new offices if required later. 


Behind the building, and not structurally connected with it, will be 
a one-storey library designed ultimately to hold 30,000 volumes. La wad § 
include reading rooms and facilities for research scholars. 


All the architectural plans are complete and have been approved by 
the Executive Committee with the exception of those for the chapel and 
library. The Committee is expected to make a decision about plans for 
the chapel at this session. 


Of the $2,500,000 required for the structure, a total of $2,200,000 
is "completely assured", WCC officials have announced. Of this amount 
$300,000 has been donated by the WCC's member churches and the rest has 
come through special appeals. It is hoped that the $300,000 still 
required will be on hand by the end of this year. 


Contributions have come from churches and individuals in the follow- 
ing countries or areas: Argentina, Australasia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, Central Africa, Ceylon, Denmark, fast Africa, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ghana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, South Africa, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the USA, and the United Kingdon. 

EPS, Geneva 
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South African Church Leaders Appeal for New Spirit in Republic 


(Capetown) - Strong appeals for a "new spirit and a new attempt" among 
all races to achieve mutual understanding were made by South African 
religious leaders as the nation severed its ties with the British Common- 
wealth and became a republic. 


Among the churchmen issuing statements were Dr. A.J. ‘Van der Merwe, 
moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Cape Province, and Dr. Roy 
Cowdry, assistant Anglican Bishop of Capetown. 


A special appeal to all white groups to settle their differences was 
made by Dr. Van de Merwe, who said such an agreement "is an essential pre- 
requisite to the extension of better race relations in the much wider 
sphere including non-whites". 


Warning that only the future will show whether South Africa's inde- 
pendence "is indeed a fresh beginning" for the country, the moderator 
commented: 


"If there are among us those who are rejoicing in ecstasy over their 
victory in getting a republic and who enter the future without sympathetic 
feelings, there are others in no mood to rejoice. If there are others so 
opposed to the republic that they feel bitter in defeat and refuse to co- 
operate in the new state, a great calamity is in store for us in the future." 


Dr. Van der Merwe stressed that "a new spirit between white groups 
will save our people from temptations they so often yielded to in the past - 
that of playing off other racial groups against each other for political 
advantage and consequently arousing racial tensions". He predicted that 
if a new spirit became evident among the white population,,it would quickly 
spread to other racial groups in the republic. 


In his statement, Bishop Cowdry said Christians view the country's 
new status "with prayerful solemnity and ask God's blessing on those who 
rule us that they may rule according to His law". 


"One of the great joys of the Christian religion is its independence 
from any form of government", he observed. "Pride of race must always 
take second place for Christians. We are not baptized as South Africans, 
but as children of God." 


Earlier, Prime Minister H.F. Verwoerd rejected an appeal for multi- 
racial consultations which had been made by Anglican Archbishop Joost de 
Blank of Capetown, and prominent Methodist leaders. 


Of the Prime Minister's reply that no multi-racial discussions would 
be permitted to "those seeking to undermine the government!s policies and 
justice for the white man", Dr. Joseph B. Webb, past president of the 
Methodist Church of South Africa, commented: 


"T cannot understand how the government can construe a request for a 
multi-racial consultation made in good faith by the Methodist Church as 
an attack upon itself. The time for reasoning is particularly apparent 
considering the present tensions between the racial groups." 


Meanwhile, the moderature of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church of the 
Cape, which claims 300,000 coloured adherents, has expressed deep concern 
over the "deterioration" of relations between racial groups. 
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The statement, issued after the coloured population began to organize 
a three-day strike to coincide with the inauguration of the republic, 
appealed to church members to act responsibly even under provocation, 
"especially at a time when South Africa, your fatherland as well, is 
entering a new era", 


The moderature warned that "revolutionary behaviour is not only un- 
Christian, but is bound to fail and to estrange the whites and coloured 
from each other", 


Meanwhile, in the United States an ad hoc commétttee of 31 prominent 
US churchmen, labour leaders and others, called upon the US State Depart- 
ment to implement the United Nations General Assembly resolution censuring 
South Africae for.itssracial policies. 


The committee urged the US to recall immediately its ambassador to 
South Africa; to investigate the extent of American economic interests 
in the country and the effect of these interests in support of the govern- 
ment!s apartheid policy; and to use "the tremendous prestige of the office 
of the President of the United States to effect a coordinated strategy 
toward South Africa among our allies in the free world." 


Last week also, Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank of Capetown 
ebserved that America's own racial conflicts "unquestionably" strengthen 
the "suicidal segregation policies" of South Africa. 


On a month-long tour of the US, the archbishop told a group in 
Minneapolis that racial extremists in South Africa and the United States 
usually identify efforts for social justice with communism. "Nearly all 
of the legal action taken against persons fighting apartheid has been 
based on South Africa's Suppression of Communism Act", he added. 

EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Publication Hails Russian Church Application 


(Paris) - A leading French Jesuit review has hailed the application of the 
Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church for membership in the World 
Council of Churches as one of the most important events occuring in the 
non-Catholic world. 


An article written by the Rev. Robert Rouquette for the June issue 
of Etudes observes that the application was inspired by religious motives, 
and that the entry of the Russian Church should be an asset to the World 
Council. 


"Much progress has been made since the inter-Orthodox Conference at 
Moscow in 1948 poured anathema on the WCC. which it quite wrongly con- 
sidered an instrument of American imperialism", the article observed. 
"Since the death of Stalin, the atmosphere tended to change..." 


Pointing out that many contacts have recently been established between 
the Russian Church and the Protestant and Anglican communions in the West, 
the review commented that there appears to be no reason why the application 
Should be rejected when the WCC holds its Third Assembly in New Delhi, 
November 18 ~ December 6. 


"There is no reason to doubt that the Patriarch Alexis is inspired by 
religious motives and by a sincere desire for Christian unity", the article 
continued. "He is a man from the old Russia, who was consecrated as a 
bishop before the Revolution." 


» 
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"The entrance of a large Orthodox Church, which has kept the Apostolic 
Succession and the faith of the Early Church, is in itself a benefit for 
the World Council, and will help it to resist the temptation of being 
merely a pan-Protestant organization", it observed. 


The review further noted that, for the Russian theologians, permanent 
contact with Western thought is bound to prove fruitful. But it added: 


"On the other hand, there is a real risk that the Russians may use 
their presence in the WCC for political purposes. Patriarch Alexis never 
misses an opportunity to support the Soviet concept of peace, which he 
identifies in a dangerous manner with Slav imperialism. 


"But before throwing stones at him, we must remember that our Western 
churches have so often worshipped nationalism and military aims. Are not 
more and more unbiased American sociologists coming to realize that many 
Americans identify religion with the '!American way of life'? 


"However that may be, indirect Russian political action within the 
WCC, in which the American churches have a great deal of influence, will 
no doubt create many difficulties. The real danger is largely outweighed 
by the genuine testimony of the Christian faith which will be contributed 
by the bishops and theologians from Moscow to the WCC." 


Meanwhile, Dr. Hanfried Kruger, director of the Ecumenical Centre in 
Prankfurt-am-Main, has reported after a three-week visit to the Soviet 
Union that the Patriarch's application for World Council membership has 
been warmly welcomed within the Russian Church. 


"In Russia, there is clearly a feeling of having emerged after decades 
of isolation", Dr. Kruger writes in Evangelische Welt, information bulletin 
of the Centre. 


However, he noted that the Russian Orthodox realize that they have an 
important contribution to make to the ecumenical encounter, and frequently 
express their readiness for theological exchanges with other churches. 


"This rapprochement with the World Council of Churches has taken place 
more quickly than the boldest prophets had expected", Dr. Kruger declared. 


Stressing that there is not the slightest reason "to suspect the 
purity and the spiritual character of the decision of the Moscow Patri- 
archate", Dr. Kruger observed that it will not be easy for the Russian 
Church to dissociate itself from the thought patterns of Hastern Europe 
any more than Western churches can avoid thinking in their own. 


Membership in the ‘/0C will tremendously strengthen the position of the 
Russian Orthodox Church within the Soviet and in other countries, Dr. 
Kruger said. ; 


'In view of the fact that the relations between State and Church in 
Russia are extremely tense at present, it remains a mystery why the 
authorities granted permission for the application to be made, as they | 
must have fully realized what the effect would be,'the added. 


Similar satisfaction over the application was expressed by Bishop 
Ji, Lesslie Newbigin, executive secretary of the International Missionary 
Council, which will merge with the World Council in New Delhi. 


. 
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During a visit to Boston, Massachusetts, Bishop Newbigin has this 
comment to make on the fears of some church leaders that the Russian Church 
may introduce an element of politics into WCC deliberations: 


"None of us can completely separate our Christian convictions from the 
political stance that our nations take, and inevitably these different 
political stances are reflected in the meetings of the World Council of 
Churches. 


"But the whole point of the World Council is that we believe our faith 
in Christ does provide us with a point of unity - a point of judgment and 
criticism and mutual correction - which overrides our different political 
stances." EPS, Geneva 


southern Baptists Reject Violence in Race Crisis 


(Sa. Louis, Missouri) - The Southern Baptist Convention has rejected "mob 
violence" and "unwarranted provocation" as solutions to the southern racial 
crisis, which flared up with the recent wave of "Freedom Riders" seeking 
integrated transportation. (See EPS No. 21) 


Such actions were unanimously condemned by the 12,000 "messengers" 
(delegates) attending the annual meeting of the 10,000,000-member denomi- 
nation here. The church has traditionally maintained a conservative view 
on racial matters. 


"Because Southern Baptists are the largest Christian group in the area 
where racial tensions between whites and Negroes are most acute, we feel an 
especially keen sense of Christian responsibility", the resolution declared. 


southern Baptists, it added, "cannot afford to let pride or prejudice 
undermine either our Christian witness at home, or the years of consecrated, 
sacrificial missionary service among all the peoples of the world". 


Before voting on the resolution, messengers heard Josephine Skaggas, 
a Southern Baptist missionary to Nigeria, comment that her "heart was 
chilled" when invited to speak on mission work in Africa in American 
churches which are closed to Nezroes. 


"What good can the Peace Corps do as (these churches) say in effect, 
'T hate Negroes at home, but I love them in Africa'?", she asked. 


In Syracuse, New York, the centennial convention of the North-eastern 
Association of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) adopted a resolution 
which viewed the action taken by the "Freedom Riders" as "an honest effort 
to obtain the liberties guaranteed by the (US) Constitution". It was | 
adopted with only a few dissenting votes by the 500 delegates from churches 
in New York, New Jersey and New England. 


Meanwhile, the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, has for 
the first time admitted a Negro student to a division other than its School 
of Theology. The university is owned by 21 southern dioceses of the 
Protestant ipiscopal Church. 


A school spokesman identified the Nesro as James Cohen, a mathematics 
teacher from Decherd, Tennessee, who has enrolled in the university's 
summer Institute of Science and Mathematics. 
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Acceptance of Mr. Cohen's application came on the heels of a request 
from Episcopal pastors in Atlanta, Georgia, that the university clarify 
its position on the admission of Negroes. They called upon school officials 
to "invite the applications of qualified Negro students to the College of 
Arts and Sciences in a public statement". 


The Georgia pastors criticized the university for its decision to 
award an honorary degree to Thomas Hh. Waring, editor of The Charleston 
(South Carolina) News_and Courier, and, according to the ministers, a lead- 
ing segregationist. The decision also drew criticism from the Episcopal 
society for Cultural and Racial Unity, an unofficial clergy and lay organi- 
gation. 


However, a school spokesman said the university saw no reason for 
altering or rescinding the decision to award the degree to Mr. Waring, 
Since such honours are conferred on persons representing widely divergent 
views on integration. The awards are not based on the racial issue, he 
added. EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Ramsey Pledges support for Christian Unity Efforts 


(London) -~ The new Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, has 
promised to work for the union of the Christian churches of the world, 
although he conceded that inclusion of the Roman Catholic Church presents 
serious difficulties. 


"We must press on with the work of Christian unity", Dr. Ramsey told 
a television interviewer. "Tt can be done. il mean to do it. 


"But if you look on the Church of Rome as a complete system, standing 
against ours, there's a very big gulf, because their system is an absolutely 
complete one allowing for the existence of no other church in the world at 
all, 


"While there is that gulf between the two complete systems, if you look 
within their church and within ours, there are a great many things which are 
Similar, and there can be common interest and discussion." 


Dr. Ramsey will be enthroned as Archbishop of Canterbury on June 27. 
To mark the ceremony, bells will peal from churches throughout England. 


His predecessor, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, has been awarded a life 
peerage by Queen Blizabeth. is title will be Baron Fisher of Lambeth - 
the London borough where he resided for 16 years as spiritual head of the 
Church of England. The title will not -pass\ to any of his six sons. 

EPS, Geneva 


US Supreme Court Upholds Sunday Laws 


(Washington, D.C.) - The United States Supreme Court has upheld the con- 
stitutionality of laws banning retail sales on Sunday in the states of 
Massachusetts, Maryland and Pennsylvania. 


The majority ruling was based on a monumental 86-page opinion pre- 
pared by Justice Felix Frankfurter, the only Jewish member of the Court. 
The decision went against an appeal by members of Mr. Frankfurter's own 
faith. 


= 
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It confirmed that to prescribe ‘a weekly respite from all labour" is 
not to create an "establishment of religion" nor to interfere with the 
"free exercise" of religions which regard Saturday rather than Sunday as 
their Sabbath. 


Further, Justice Frankfurter's opinion said that a law requiring 
citizens to observe one day of rest a week from work and commercial acti- 
vity and leaving the choice of that day to individual preference would not 
accomplish the objective sought by Sunday closing laws. This objective 
he defined as "an atmosphere of entire community repose". 


"To many who do not regard it sacramentally", he said, "Sunday is 
nevertheless a day of special, long-established associations, whose partic- 
ular temper makes it a haven that no other day would provide". 


A dissenting opinion advanced by Justice William 0. Douglas would have 
declared all such laws as unconstitutional because, he said, they abridge 
religious freedom. 


Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., the court!s only Roman Catholic 
member, and Justice Potter Stewart, an Episcopalian, would have declared 
that such laws must include a provision for those who wish to observe a 
sabbath other than Sunday, so that they would not suffer discrimination. 


Commenting on the decision, Mr. Rueben R. Figuhr, president of the 
Seventh-Day Adventists, who observe Saturday as the sabbath, said that 
members of his church will suffer from the "stepped up enforcement of 
Sunday laws" but that "if keeping the Sabbath and refraining from business 
forbidden by the State on Sunday means hardship, then our choice as good 
citizens and honest Christians is to endure that hardship". 

EPS, Geneva 


Reforms Urged of US Immigration Procedures 


(Geneva) - Deep concern at the way in which the entry of refugees to the 
US is being delayed by new procedures adopted under Public Law 86-648 has 
been expressed at the meeting of the Administrative Committee of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees cf the World Council 
of Churches. It is feared that delay might lead to some people being 
prevented from going to the US. 


The Committee was told that the new procedures are causing unnecessary 
hardship to refugees and disappointment and disillusionment tc their Ameri- 
can sponsors. i 


"The important role played by the American churches and their members 
in providing the assurances of support required for refugees admitted under 
Public Law 86-648 is being undermined", Miss Janet Lacey, chairman of the 
Refugee Sub-committee, reported. 


The Administrative Committee passed unanimously a resolution which 
noted with deep concern the effect of these procedures on many persons 
clearly eligible for the benefits of Public Law 86-648. 


The resolution urged that steps should be taken to achieve any necess- 
ary administrative adjustments in the carrying out of the programme without 
the disrupting and delaying effects of the procedures now being introduced 


® 
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so that the confidence of the refugees in the goodwill of their friends in 
countries of emigration might be fully justified. 


The Committee empowered DICASR!s staff to use the resolution at their 
discretion. EPS, Geneva 


Scholarships for ll Students Under HACC Scheme 


(Christchurch, New Zealand) - Eleven Asian students will study in countries 
cther than their own within Asia in the academic year 1961-62 as a result 
of the Free Place Scheme organized by the Hast Asia Christian Conference. 


This is a scheme under which Asian churches offer a free place, in- 
cluding tuition and board, in their academic institutions so that qualified 
students from another Asian country can study there. Most of the 25 
places offered in the current year are for theological students. More 
would have been filled except that some of the colleges were obliged to 
demand language qualifications that could not be met by the applicants, an 
EACC official said. Places taken include the following: Koreans studying 
in Hong Kong, Manila and Australia; an Indian studying in Singapore; two 
Filipinos studying in India and one in New Zealand; a Chinese studying in 
India; and a Ceylonese and a Japanese studying in New Zealand. 


The free places are provided by the colleges or the churches which 
control them; the BACC pays for international transport, and the student 
or his home church provides incidentals and pocket money. EPS, Geneva 


African Church Leaders Visit Kenyatta in Prison 


(Maralal, Kenya) - Six African church leaders are convinced that the return 
of Jomo Kenyatta to normal life "does not terrify us" after paying a visit 
to the prominent nationalist leader in prison here. 


This conclusion is reached in a statement released by the delegation 
and signed on its behalf by the Rt. Rev. Obadiah Kariuki, Anglican Bishop 
of Fort Hall, and the Rt. Rev. C.M. Kareri, moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Hast Africa. 


Barlier, the church leaders met with the Governor of Kenya and later 
indicated that authorities were considering the release of Kenyatta, who 
was arrested at the height of the Mau Mau crisis. (See EPS No. 20) 


Insisting that he had never been anti-Christian and was not at the 
present time, Kenyatta told the delegation: "I do not want to be pinned 
down to a particular denomination, but I am a Christian led by this Book", 
pointing to a well-worn Bible. 


Kenyatta told the group that it was in the best interests of the African 
people that there should be no further violence, Then he added: "The 
greatest word in the New Testament is, 'Love your neighbour as yourself!". 


When asked about the future of the Church in Kenya, the African 
leader replied that there should be freedom of worship and that all men 
should respect one another's religion, just as all men must be equal before 
the law. 


In concluding their statement, the church leaders commented: "Jomo 
Kenyatta does not regard himself as God, neither does he claim any super- 
natural powers. He is a man and it is for this man that we shall continue 
to pray that he may come to a full knowledge of Jesus Christ." EPS, Geneva 
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Churches of Sweden to Help Under-Developed Countries 


(Stockholm) - The churches of Sweden will participate in a new national 
scheme to provide help to under-developed countries. 


A Commission appointed by the Swedish Government to examine the 
problems of help to these countries has recommended that the programme 
be directed by a ten-member committee, five of whom would represent 
non-governmental relief organizations, including those of the National 
(Lutheran) Church and of the Free Church, 


The Commission also recommended that the missions of the churches 
be used as "channels" for some of the governmental assistance, in order 
to take advantage of missions! personnel!'s knowledge of local languages 
and conditions. 


Svensk Veckotidning, the weekly paper of the Swedish Missionary 
Association, in a lead article on the Commission's proposal, urged that 
"missions! deeply-rooted mistrust of cooperation with governments and 
Secular bodies should not prevent us from welcoming whole-heartedly the 
new desire for understanding... The extent to which missions can count 
on fresh support for their humanitarian work is a subordinate question, 
in this case, although it is also important", it said. But "the most 
important point is that a door has now opened, the iron curtain of iso- 
lation has been penetrated, and the missions! task as a true expression 
of our people's sense of responsibility for the less-developed peoples 
in other parts of the world hag been recognized", EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop Asks Fair Treatment for All Religious Groups 


(Liverpool, England) - Roman Catholic Archbishep John Cc, Heenan, of 
Liverpool, has told the city's new Lord Mayor, Alderman Peter McKernan, 
a Catholic, it is his duty to give fair and equal treatment to all 
citizens, regardless of religion. 


Speaking at a Mass in the city's cathedral, marking the Lord Mayor's 
inauguration, he declared: "We take it for granted that you, my Lcrd 
Mayor, will never, as a Catholic, seek the advancement of Catholic 


interests at the sacrifice of the rights of non-Catholic citizens. By 
God's grace, you will be the servant of Protestants and Jews no less than 
those of your own faith." HPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Paper Defends WCC 


(Geneva) - A Swiss Roman Catholic newspaper has sharply refuted charges 
that the ecumenical movement is under the influence of communist ideology. 


It challenged an attack by Swiss theologian Emil Brunner, of Zurich, 
that the churches "without being communist unconsciously serve the interests 
of Communism", 


The unexpected defence came from M. René Leyvraz, editor of the 
Courrier, official organ of the Roman Catholic Christian Social Party in 
Geneva. 


N> comment has been released by the World Council of Churches. 
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Professor Brunner, in a lengthy article in the Neue Zurcher Zeitung, 
a Gurich (Switzerland) daily newspaper, wrote: The Bastern churches, 

which of course, could only send delegates who had been forced to conform 
with Communism, were invited more and more as time went on to the ecumenical 
gatherings, including the preparations for the (woc's) Assembly at New 

Delhi this year... 


"The voice of those who cautioned against this fraternization was 
constantly repressed... It follows that these ecumenical deliberations are 
more and more adapted to Communism, taking as their label 'we must learn 
to understand each other as brothers!. Ideas were propagated which until 
now have been defended only by German theologians, for instance those which 
(Swiss theologian) Karl Barth advances in his 'Open Letter to Christians in 
the German Democratic Republic’. In this letter, he states that 'one can 
preach Christianity, believe in Christianity and live Christianity! even 
under a communist régime... It follows that the church without being 
communist unconsciously serves the interests of Communism." . 


(The letter by Professor Barth referred to was published in 1960. It 
received widespread attention and comment. ) 


M. Leyvraz wrote in defence that he had read Professor Barth's "Open 
Letter very carefully" and "it seems to me that the Barth position is far 
too over-simplified by Mr. Brunner", 


"Without subscribing to all the views it expressed", he wrote, "I see 
that it deals first of all with conditions in which Christians can and must 
bear their witness whatever happens in popular democracies. This is not 
Specifically a Protestant problem. Catholics in Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and other places have to face it also. itis an extraordinarily 
difficult problem. One cannot, however, demand from Christians of those 
countries that they endorse en bloc Western structures which are not with- 
out fault or blemish. 


"The universal confrontation between Christianity and atheistic 
Communism does not coincide exactly with the confrontation between the 
capitalistic West and the Soviet Zast. A fully effective anti-Communism 
is not one which automatically adopts positions contrary to communist 
practice, but one which invigorates the soil, drains our swamps and irri- 
gates our spiritual and social deserts. 


"The shameless exploitation by false Soviet pacifism of the threat of 
atomic warfare in no way excuses Christians from becoming conscious of the 
extreme seriousness of that threat for mankind and even for the whole of 
creation. ...We must hold 'both ends of the chain!, and work to prevent 
such a warfare without opening the doors of the West to Soviet invasion. 
This position is more difficult to hold than that of blind war-mongering 
or of Lind? pacifism. But it is the true position." EPS, Geneva 


Third Conference of European. Churches Planned 


(Oegstgeest, The Netherlands) - Invitations will be issued immediately to 
Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches in Europe to attend the Third 
Conference of ‘iuropean Churches, scheduled in October, 1962, at Nyborg, 
Denmark. It is expected to be one of the most representative conferences 
of Huropean church leaders ever held. 
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_ Plans for the Conference were announced lest week following a mee ti: 
here of the Conference's five presidents and nine of its 15-member Advi 
Committee. sled ea 


The Conference theme will be "The Church in Burope and the Crisis o 
Modern Man", Sub-themes will deal with "The balance of European human 
"Man in his encounter with Christ"; and "The awakening of the churches © 
new service", 


The meeting named Dr. Glen Garfield Williams as Executive Secretary, 
succeeding Dr. H.H, Harms, senior pastor of the Lutheran Church, Hamburg, 
Germany, and a former World Council of Churches staff member. Dr. Willig 
is secretary for Inter-Church Aid in Europe of the World Council, Dr, 
Harms was named Advisory Secretary to the Conference. a 


The Conference's five presidents arc Dr, Egbert Emmon of the Nether- | 
lands; Archbishop Jan Kiivit, of Estonia; Bishov Hanns Lilje, of Germany 
Bishop Johann Wendland of the USSR; and Bishop Leslie Hunter of England 


4 
; The Advisory Committee members present represented churches in Great 
Britain, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany, the USSR and Sweden, as : 
well as the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Istanbul. | Ah EPS, Geneva am 
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In Brief 


The National Student Christian Federation (USA) has appealed for fu 
to aid African students studying in the United States. The NSCF estima 
that about one-third, or approximately 400, of these students face a fin 
clal crisis that could cut short their educational plans. 2 ae 

x * %* 


Members of all Protestant youth groups in West Germany will be asked | 
to donate their day's pay on June 17 to aié young. refugees -from the Haste 
The campaign, sponsored by the Working Committee of Evangelical Youth in @] 
(West) Germany, marks the 8th anniversary of the ebortive uprising of East 
German workers against the communist government in 19534: It is marked imp) 
West Germany as "Day of German Unity". | a 


% wi % 


The United Lutheran Church in America will sponsor an institute for i 
jazz musicians in Greenwich Village, New York's bohemian section. A a | 
second for advertising men is also planned. Both are part of a year-old) | 
project called "Faith and Life Institutes" which has sponsored meetings of 
physicians, lawyers and labour leaders. A spokesman said the institute 
for jazz musicians is planned because of "the almost total disassociation 
of these people from the church" and the "Getachment of the church" from 
this aspect of modern culture. 


Total attendance in the first three weeks of the month-long Great — 
Tokyo Christian Crusade has passed the 120.0CO mark with some 4,700 persons | 
making "decisions for Christ", it has been annovnced by World Vision, Ine. 
campaign sponsor. A spokesman commented: "In this land where tne total) 
Protestant church consiituency is less than one per cent ... we regard: this 
response as nothing short of miraculous", The campaign was described as 
the largest religious crusade of its kina ever heid in the Orient. It is 
cooperative effort of 740 churches of Al denominations. EPS, Geneve 
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Church Leaders Ask Hnd to Angola Bloodshed 


(New York) - A group of 80 prominent Protestant and roman Catholic clergy 
and laymen in the US and Canada have appealed to the President and "Christian 
people of Portugal" for an end to the bloodshed in Angola. 


An open letter expressed their concern that the situation in the West 
African territory "threatens to explode into a war of extermination between 
Portuguese and Africans". 


The writers urged the President to set up a consultation of represent- 
atives of his government and Angolan leaders "to seek a reasonable solution" 
to end the indiscriminate killings. 


The letter was sponsored by the Africa Committee of the National Council 
of Churches (USA) and the Africa Committee of the Catholic Association for 
International Peace. Recent reports received by the NCC's Africa Committee 
indicate that at least 1,000 whites and 8,000 Angolans have been killed to 
date in rebel attacks and government reprisals. 


Signers included Dr. Robert Goheen, president of Princeton University; 
Edward Skillen, editor of The Commonweal, the influential Roman Catholic 
publication; the Rev. W.J. Gallagher, general secretary of the Canadian 
Council of Churches; Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, stated clerk (chief executive) 
of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, and various other prominent 
clergy and laymen. 
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An official of the US National Council said that the original impetus 
for the letter had come from Christian missionaries in Angola who "were 
anxious that nothing was being done" to halt the violence. 


The letter said changes in the Portuguese government's policy in Angola 
"must incorporate the desires of the Africans themselves, including especially 
a rapidly increasing participation in the processes of government", 


In a parallel, but separate, move, a group of Canadian churchmen repres- 
enting the country's major denominations last week urged the Canadian govern- 
ment to use its influence to bring "an immediate end to the excessive punitive 
actions by the Portuguese government in Angola". 


The group said the Canadian government should call upon the Portuguese 
to guarantee the African "fundamental human rights and prepare him for full 
participation in all the affairs of his country". 


In England, the Council of Churches of Coventry unanimously adopted a 
resolution expressing its deep concern and alarm at conditions and asking 
the Eritish government "to press at all levels, particularly in the Council of 
the United Nations, for the legitimate right of the people of Angola tc self- 
determination; for the people of Angola to be allowed to move swiftly, but 
with adequate preparation, to a form of government in which persons of what- 
ever racial background shall have their rightful place; and for a respect 
in Angola for the rule of law". 


The resolution was forwarded to the British Foreign Office. 


The United Nations Security Council ended its four-day debate last week 
on the Angola situation by adopting the Afro-Asian resolution which invites 
Portuguese authorities "to desist forthwith from repressive measures" and 
further to "give all facilities" to the UN sub-committee of THUY 
implement its mandate without delay". (See EPS No. 24) EPS, Geneva 


Hpiscopalians Plan New Work in Puerto Rico 


(San Juan, Puerto Rico) - An island-wide expansion of its programme in 
Puerto Rico is envisaged by the country's Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Bishop A. Ervine Swift of Puerto Rico, has asked denominational author- 
ities for $1,000,000 to construct a $250,000 student centre at the University 
of Puerto Rico and ten new parishes within the next three years. The church 
at present has 30 parishes on the island with a tctal of 8,000 members. 


An announcement by an official of the church noted that the programme 
follows in the wake of the controversy involving the island's Roman Catholic 
hierarchy in the 1960 commonwealth elections. The hierarchy had issued 
orders to the faithful not to vote for re-election of Governor Luis Muncz- 
Marin because his Popular Democratic Party was "anti-Christian and anti- 
Catholic. However, voters defied the edict and Governor Munoz-Marin was 
re-elected in a landslide victory. 


Bishop Swift, himself, noted that "the Roman Catholic Church has given us 
the opportunity to serve the Puerto Rican people". He added, "We are not 
fighting the Roman Catholics or trying to steal their congregations. The 
great opportunity we have is to serve the vast majority of unaffiliated 
Puerto Ricans, who are nominally Catholics, but have no active allegiance 
to any spiritual body." BPS, Geneva 
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WCC Will Aid African Students 


(Geneva) - A greatly expanded scholarship programme for African students 
will be undertaken by the World Council of Churches. 


Close to 75 students from nearly every African country are expected 
to receive WCC help starting the 1961-62 academic year, The majority 
are expected to study in institutions in Europe. Under the current WCC 
programme 25 African students are receiving aid. 


The scholarships will be given both to students studying theology 
and to those preparing for technical and professional work. 


The theology students are expected to require assistance for an 
average of two years in order to complete basic training to the standard 
of the London Bachelor's Degree and the Paris Diploma, 


The others will be granted scholarships to complete their secondary 
education followed by "full professional or technical training", The 
average length of these scholarships is expected to be three years. 


Plans for the expanded programme were made at the four-day meeting 
last week of the Administrative Committee of the WCC's Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees. The Committee designated the next 
ten years as "an emergency period" for education in Africa. 


The Committee also authorized travel subsidies so that 45 European 
students could take advantage of scholarships in Canadian and US seminaries. 
Currently it helps thirty. It also approved a plan to name a Scholarship 
Registrar to the WCC staff. 


The WCC currently has applications for scholarships from students 
from the following African countries: Dahomey, Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon, 
Togoland, Congo, Mozambique, Republic of South Africa, Bechuanaland, ~ | 
Southern and Northern Rhodesia, Kenya, Ethiopia, the United Arab Republic 
and tiadagascar. EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Malik Optimistic About Christian Unity Gains 


(Chicago) - "Let Christians really constitute One Body, or at least let 
them, in perfect charity, come appreciably closer together, and you de not 
then need to worry at all about the fate of clvilization." 


This optimistic forecast was made by Dr. Charles H. Malik, former 
Lebanese ambassador to the United States and the United Nations and promin- 
ent Orthodox layman, in a commencement address to graduates of Chicago 
Theological Seminary, (USA), which awarded him an honorary degree, 


Dr. Malik, currently a visiting professor at American University in 
Washington, DC, viewed "the diverse movements far church unity" as a source 
of encouragement. 


"The Protestants appear to be getting closer together", he said, “and 
I consider the decision of the Presbyterians last month to seek unity with 
three other Protestant groups as an historic decision", (See EPS No. 21) 


Dr, Malik noted that Pope John's decision to call the Second Vatican 
Houmenical Council to discuss unity "testified to a new Spirit animating 
Rome today", 
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"The Orthodox all over thirst for unity and communion", he continued, 
"and the Russian Orthodox Church's recent decision to join the World Council 
of Churches must be interpreted as a sincere expression of this thirst..." 


Deploring deterministic theories of history which omit "the freedom of 
man and the mystery of God", Dr. Malik maintained that "the renewal cof 
Western civilization is guaranteed so long as Jesus Christ remains at its 
heart". 


But, he warned: "Let it forsake Him, and forthwith it dooms itself". 


"He who is living and not only thinking and philosophizing in this age 
certainly must feel that things are passionately straining towards an event 
to come. 


"A day of judgment is at hand. We should never expect anything less 
than the face of God Himself, renewin; and replenishing the face of the 
earth..." EPS, Geneva 


Medical Association "Pressure" on Church Charzed 


(Chicago) - The American Medical Association has been accused of directing 
a “highly organized pressure campaign" against the General Assembly of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


The charge was made in the current issue of The Christian Century, 
non-denominational Protestant weekly published here, althcugh Presbyterian 
officials in Philadelphia were quick to deny that the General Assembly had 
yielded to any pressures. 


The magazine claimed that the AMA "lobby' had exerted such pressure on 
commissioners attending the recent General Assembly in Buffalo, New York, 
that they failed to adopt a resolution supporting medical care to the aged 
under the US Social Security system - a proposal which the AMA regards as a 
major step toward "socialized medicine". 


Aecusing the AMA of "betrayal" and "misuse of the truth", The Christian 
Century contended that adoption of the resolution had been forecast since it 
was expected the United Presbyterians would follow the lead of the General 
Board of the National Council of Churches (USA). , 


However, the magazine insisted, commissioners to the Buffalo assembly 
received an AMA "packet" containing literature attacking the proposal. 
Several also reportedly received letters from physicians in their home 
towns urging them to vote against the resolution. 


As a result of these alleged pressures, The Christian Century claimed, 
the General Assembly yielded "to a powerful pressure group" and adopted a 
"pallid and weak proposal". 


Denying the charge, the Rev. Frank Heinze, director of the Presbyterian , 
Office of Information, maintained that the Buffalo meeting was "a free and 
representative assembly". "All the facts on the issue were presented", he 
said, "and, by a free vote, the delegates decided". 


The charge was also disputed by Clifford Harle, secretary of the 
denomination!s Department of Church and Society, which originally proposed 
the resolution on care for the aged. He said the resolution was adopted 
almost exactly as it had been reported to the floor, and that it specific- 
ally noted that the recommendations "neither support nor oppose proposals 
for the extension of Social Security to provide medical care for the aging". 

EPS, Geneva 
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Dr. Gough Says Anglicans Must Define Position on Union 


(Sydney) - Dr. Hugh Rowland Gough, Anglican Archbishop of Sydney and Primate 
of Australia, has expressed the belief that the Church of England has 
reached the stage where it must decide its position with regard to union 
with other churches. 


Dr, Gough made the observation at a meeting of the Pravincial Synod of 
New South Wales, which was called at the request of Dr. Arabindo Nath 
Mukerjee, Bishop of Calcutta and Metropolitan of India, Pakistan, Burma and 
Ceylon. 


Dr. Mukerjee had sought to determine the attitude of leaders of the 
Anglican Communion should a proposal for a new United Church cf North India 
and Pakistan be ratified. The United Church would be composed of the 
Anglicans, Methodists, United Church of India, Church of the Brethren, 
Disciples of Christ, and congregations associated with Baptist missionary 
societies. The governing bodies of these groups have already given 
"general approval" to the merger proposal. 


Contending that the Synod's decision regarding the projected union 
should be made against the background of the worldwide unity movement, Dr. 
Gough noted that some church leaders believe it would be a severe setback 
to the ecumenical movement if recognition were withheld, while others 
argue that uninn would mean the end of the Anglican Communion. 


"Whether we agree with one or neither of these extreme views", the 
Archbishop declared, "it is obvious that the Church of England has come to 
a stage on the road toward reunion where she must make up her mind whether 
she will go forward cr turn back", 


At the same time, Dr. Gough warned against a premature union of the 
churches of Australia because it would lead to greater disunity and the 
formation of splinter groups. 


Insisting that "true unity" cannot be imposed upon Christians either 
by their own leaders or by “outside bodies" such as the World Council cf 
Churches, the Archbishop remarked: "As long as the World Council stands 
for consultation, conference and cooperation, it must be given our un- 
bounded support. But if and when these take second place to control, it 
forfeits that right." 


Meanwhile, representatives of the seven bodies merging to form the 
United Church of North India and Pakistan met recently in Serhampore, India, 
and agreed that the new denomination would recognize the baptism of communi- 
cants and the ordination of ministers of all the merging groups. 


Meeting as a continuation committee, the representatives affirmed that 
"the uniting churches are committed to the principle of the Sacrament of 
Baptism as unrepeatable in the lifetime of any particular person". It said 
further that all ministers of the bodies involved in the merger "are 
committed to God that each may receive from Him such gifts of grace and 
authority as He may in His love and wisdom see to be needful". EPS, Geneva 


Catholic Attitude Poward WCC Assembly Under Study 


(Vatican City) - What position should Roman Catholics in India adopt toward 
the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which will be held in 
New Delhi, November 18 - December 6? 
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Undisclosed recommendations reached by the Indian hierarchy regarding 
that question will be presented to high Vatican officials by Valerian 
Cardinal Gracilas, Archbishop of Bombay, during his current visit here. 


Prior to leaving India, Cardinal Gracias wrote an article for The 
Examiner, a Bombay Catholic periodical, in which he stated that ane of his 
most important engagements here would be with Augustin Cardinal Bea, head 


of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


Cardinal Gracias noted that Catholic theologians in many countries 
have become more acutely aware of deficiencies in their approach to non- 
Catholic Christians. "Catholic theologians, with some notable exceptions, 
have as a rule been very negative and polemical in their approach, espec- 
ially to Protestants", he wrote. 


Observing that many Protestants have an extremely inadequate compre- 
hension of Catholic teaching, Cardinal Gracias attributed this fact to an 
"aloof" attitude on the part of Catholics in the past. He said many 
Indian priests believe that this position causes a loss of "opportunities 
for a fruitful apostolate". HPS, Geneva 


Reformed Church in America Postpones Action on Merger Proposals 


(Buck Ee Falls) - The GeneralSynod of the 219,770-member Reformed Church 
in America has gone on record as not being ready "at this time to commit 
itself" on proposals to unite with other Protestant bodies. 


Accepting the "no action" recommendation of its Committee on Overtures, 
the synod voted to postpone a proposal to start negotiations aimed at 
eventual merger with the United Presbyterian Church in the USA and/or the 
Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern). 


It also took a similar action on a proposal that the Reformed Church 
discuss union with the United Presbyterian Church, the Methodist Church, 
the Protestant Episcopal Church and the United Church of Christ. 


Merger of these four denominations was originally suggested by Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, United Presbyterian stated clerk (chief executive ), 
es a first step toward a more inclusive Christian witness. The 
United Presbyterian General Assembly recently approved the proposal to 
discuss possible mergers with these bodies. (See EPS No, 21) 


While the General Synod withheld action at this time, it instructed 
its stated clerk and executive committee to hold informal conversations with 
representatives of the United Presbyterian and Southern Presbyterian churches. 
EPS, Geneva 


United Church-Presbyterian Merger in Canada Called For 

(Toronto) - A resolution calling for organic union with the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada was adopted by delegates from more than 600 churches 
attending the annual meeting of the Toronto Conference of the United Church 
of Canada, 


The resolution urged the General Council of the United Church formally 


to invite the Presbyterians to consider merger. Such a union would heal 
the breach created in 1925 when the United Church was formed by Methodists, 
Congregationalists and some Presbyterians. The "continuing Presbyterians", 


who remained outside the union, later formed the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, 
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Initial reaction to the resolution was expressed by Dr. Robert Lennox 
of Montreal, moderator of the last Presbyterian General Assembly, who said 
any union proposal would have to go before the denomination's Church 
Relations Committee for study. 


"There is more that unites the non-Roman churches than divides them", 
Dr. Lennox said. "Certainly the matter of disunity of the churches is 
something of paramount concern to all denominations." 


The Rev. Ernest Marshall Howse of Toronto, chairman of the Toronto 
Conference committee which drew up the resolution, noted that the United 
and Presbyterian churches have basically the same doctrine and administration, 
end that such a merger would eliminate duplication of effort in training, 
administration and services. 


"The challenges facing Canada today are too great for harmful 
divisions", Dr. Howse said. 


The Toronto Conference, one of 12 geographical areas into which the 
United Church is divided, represents more than one-third of the denomina- 
tion's membership, which has been set at more than 1,000,000. The Presby- 
terian Church has close to 200,000 members. 


In Woodstock, Ontario, Dr. Ernest &. Long, secretary of the United 
Church's General Council, told delegates attending the annual meeting of 
the London Conference that the denomination is ready to accept with quali- 
fication the office of bishop in any merger with the Anglican Church of 
Canada, 


Pointing out that bishops serve the useful function nf representing 
unity, Dr. Long noted, however, that the United Church would net subscribe 
to the view that a bishop must ordain men to the ministry. 


Dr. Long, a member of the {cumenical Committee which has been working 
towards union with other denominations since 1943, said his denomination 
was trying to “share the best in ours with the best in nther churches". 


Labelling divisions among the churches "a betrayal, a real sin", Dr. 
Long said they were also wasteful because of the rival congregations they 
created. 


The United Church is currently discussing possible mergers with rep- 
resentatives of the Anglican, Disciples of Christ and the Evangelical United 
Brethren churches. EPS, Geneva 


Soviet Believers Classified as "Fanatics" and "Formalists" 


(Moscow) - Soviet citizens who persist in holding religious beliefs have now 
been divided into two classes - "fanatics" and "formalists". 


The distinction is made in an article appearing in a recent issue of 
Voprosy Filosofii, a publication of the Philosophical Institute of the 
Soviet Academy for Science. The article sought to explain the reasons why 
religion still persists in Russia. 


Voprosy Filosofii defines the "fanatics" as an extremely dynamic group, 
who propagate and defend their convictions. Most of them belong to a sect 
which is deeply concerned about educating their children in this same spirit, 
it observed. 


ea 
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The "formalists", on the other hand, include some Christians who are 
tolerant in their attitude towards atheism and who are beginning to have 
doubts about their religious heritage, it said. Their behaviour is "“in- 
consistent" because they continue to practise baptism and other religious 
rites, Among this group, says Voprosy Filosofii, "systematic scientific 
education" must be started. 


A third group, the article says, is "absolutely passive", having no 
connections with either atheism or Christianity. It expressed the fear 
that such persons might revert to their old faith under the influence of 
religious propaganda unless they are given "scientific soncepts" in time. 


Observing that churches and sects in the Soviet Union are particularly 
concerned about youth, the article commented: "t+ must be admitted that the 
activities of the believers in these groups meet with a certain amount of 
success, as shown by the number of young people entering theological semin- 
aries," 


Purther, it said, religion is still a strong force in rural areas 
where the people still cling to "the old conservative life and faith". It 
also pointed out that the monasteries and convents are "deeply revered’ by 
the people" and are a factor in the retention of religious faith in the 
soviet Union. 


The serious deficiencies in "scientific" atheistic education are ex- 
ploited by the churches in order to win the allegiance of the people, the 
article concluded. HPS, Geneva 


Nothing to Receive? 


(Rome) - The Osservatore Romano, official Vatican publication, which has 
published several articles in favour of ecumenical contacts, has now pub- 
lished a text signed by Signor Luigi Ciappi which reveals a very different 
point of view about the problems of Christian unity. 


"By virtue of its unbroken lin\s of unity with its head 'in whom are 
hid all the treasvres of wisdom and knowledge! (Col. 2: 3), the Catholic 
Church has everything to give and nothing to receive", he wrote. 


"The deposit of divine truth within it, and its means of sanctification, 
are unique and complete. It is therefore impossible", he continued, "to 
pray or to work for Christian unity except in the sense that the separated 
brethren should return to their former fellowship in the faith, i.e. to the 
motner-Church". EPS, Geneva 


Catholics Oppose New Kerala School Fdict 


(Trivandrum, India) - An announcement by the Kerala government that only 
public schools will be open in the state next year has brought a strong 
protest from the Catholic Congress in the Indian State. 


The Congress called upon state oificials either to allow the consti- 
tutional rights of private school operation or to resign their posts. It 
pointed out that the anti-private school policy was adopted long after 
budgetary provisions were made for both national and private schools. 

Indian law requires government support of private schools through subsidies. 


a 
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Observers have interpreted the new educational policy as an indication 
that Kerala's present coalition government, which succeeded a Communist 
government voted out of office last year, is switching to the left. 


More than 50 percent of the state's 7,000 private schools are Roman 
Catholic. The remainder are operated by the Hindu Nair community, Muslims 
and other private managers. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Must "Humanize" Immigration Laws, US Expert Says 


(Leysin, Switzerland) - The population explosion must be met by birth con- 
trol and rapid economic development, Dr. Dudley Kirk, demographics director 
of the Population Council, New York, has told 200 church leaders, government 
representatives and consultants from inter-governmental agencies attending 
an international conference on migration here. 


Dr. Kirk gave the keynote address to the conference which has been 
called by the World Council of Churches after three years of study and pre- 
paration to consider the churches! responsibilities in the field of inter- 
national migration. 


He said that the world is undergoing two revolutions - one a revolution 
of expectation, and the other a biological revolution. New opportunities 
were opening up everywhere and this might bring about a swarming of people 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America similar to past migratory movements from 
Kurope. 


The biological revolution is prolonging the expectation of life and is 
affecting the two billion people of Asia. 


"Where are the empty lands which these people can go to that are suit- 
able for profitable agriculture?" Dr. Kirk asked. "They do not exist and 
tensions brought about by overpopulation will have to be faced at home and 
not drawn off by movements to other countries." 


He believed, however, that migrations would continue in the future 
because these served important purposes. For instance, they solved the 
population problem of some small areas such as Puerto Rico, Malta, and 
Similar places. Also they afforded an inter-change cf skills essential 
for rapid economic development. 


The Latin American countries have the problem of obtaining skilled 
immigrants to keep up with their burgeoning nopulation. Africa's problem 
is how to deal with a highly mobile people faced by the new political 
divisions of the emergent nations. 


"The churches must humanize as far as they can the political legis- 
lation affecting migrants and see that there is no discrimination because 
of race, language, or creed", he said. 


Dr. Clarence Senior, professor of sociology at Brooklyn College, New 
York, told the conference that voluntary migration is an essential factor 
in economic advance because it benefits the migrant himself, the economy 
of the receiving country and that of the sending community. 


"Much migration causes human suffering as well as bringing economic 
advancement", Professor Senior said. "However, the friction, dislocation 
and suffering which often accompany migration can be reduced by govern- 
mental and voluntary social action. 


i a. eee 
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"Such institutions as churches, labour unions, community centres and 
school systems all have an important role to play in this process." He 
added that "customary ways of making a living, keeping house, raising 
children, visiting neighbours, playing and worshipping — they all, and all 
at one time, may all be called into question." 


In a later session churchmen were advised to look into the immigration 
laws of the "empty" or under-populated countries, and see what they can do. 
to persuade governments to let the hungry people of Asia enter them. 


Dr, F.S. Chandrasekhar, director of the Indian Institute for Population 
Studies, in an exceptionally challenging address, told the conference that 
Australia would be happier and more secure if she would admit Asian immi- 
grants on the same basis as she does Europeans. He argued that if Austra- 
lia admitted even 100 families a year from Asia it would generate enormous 
psychological relief. i . . feb pape. 


"The churches, as a body over and above ethnic differences, should be 
able to raise the status of minorities to wanted instead of rejected 
groups", he said. 


"Whether it is a question of Orientals in Australia or Canada, Negroes 
in the US, or Jews in Europe, the majority communities should learn to * 
treat the minorities fairly and give them every opportunity for assimilation. 
Tolerance is not enough. What is needed is acceptance. ; 


"This means the right to vote, to travel, to own a property, to live 
in an area one can afford, to choose one's occupation, to marry the person. 
one loves, to eat in any public restaurant, and to educate one's children 
at the school of one's choice." 


Dr. Chandrasekhar said it was unfortunate that the relatively empty 
lands such as Australia, Brazil, Canada and parts of Africa were willing to 
receive emigrants from Europe, where there was no great pressure of popu- 
lation, but did not welcome Asians, desperately in need of emigration outlets. 


: He said that the population of the world is increasing at the rate of 
more than 45,000,000 a year. To halt this trend, Japan had legalized 
abortions, since the end of World War II, so that today one million abortions, 
according to official statistics, were performed every year. Family plan- 
ning had also helped to cut the Japanese birthrate from 34 per thousand in 
1947 to 17 per thousand in 1957. 


Again India had opened nearly two thousand birth control clinics during 
the last ten years. It was possible that she might halve her birthrate in 
the next decade. Voluntary agencies were also promoting birth control in 
Ceylon, Malaya, Singapore, Hong Kong and Indonesia. 


~The conference also heard addresses from such speakers as Mr, Felix 
Schnyder, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees; the Hon. Phyllis Allfrey, 
Minister of Labour and Social Affairs in the West Indies; Mr. Henry Makulu, 
assistant director of the World Council's Ecumenical Irstitute, Bossey; Mr. 
Marcus Daly, director of ICEM and the prominent German Church leader, Dr. 
Martin Nieméller of Hessen-Nassau. , | | 


Mr. Schnyder said that further progress in helping refugees to emigrate 
may well largely depend upon the help given by the churches and voluntary 
agencies in enabling them to take full advantage of the available opportu- 

nities, 
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, 
Dr. Niemédller told the delegates that although migration. might lead to 

a greater variety of Christian churches in the countries of immigration, . the 
unity of the church would depend upon their willing sness to fulfil together © 
the mission and service which Christ had entrusted to them. j 
. 

f 


Taking part in the conference are seven delegates from Africa, seven 
from Asia, seven from Latin America, 28 from North America, and 35 from 
Europe. Four churches, including the Roman Catholic Church, which are not 
members of the World-.Council have sent observers. Officials from the 
governments of the USA, Greece, the West Indies, Switzerland, Canada, the 
Netherlands cnd Australia are present as well as others from the UNHCR, 
ICEM and the International Labour Office. WPS, Geneva 


Bishop of Manchester Lauds Billy Graham Crusade © De ae 


(Manchester) - Billy Graham's three-week North of England Crusade has won 
the endorsement of the Angttcan aoe of Manchester, the Rt. Rev. W.D.L. 
Greer, 


In his presidential address to the Diocesan Conference, Bishop Greer 
said he witnessed a vivid and straightforward presentation of the Gospel 
at the meetings. "No church person going to the Crusade will receive any- 
thing but good", he maintained. 


The Church Times, an Anglo-Catholic searcsera ain a saye9 Phe ee gigs: 
the Church of Hingland will regard the Crusade "as a salutary reminder of 
its own duty, sometimes neglected, to go out with authority in this country 
to preach the Gospel". 


——— lS 


The American evangelist was unable to appear personally at re opening 
meetings because of a throat infection. When he was able to appear, some 
38,500 turned out to hear him speak. More than 1,500 went forward for 
counselling. Of the 3,650 people who sought gaa meen during the first 7 
week, 80 percent reportedly made a "decision for Christ" for the first time. 7 


‘The Manchester Crusade will continue through June 17, after which Dr. 
Graham is scheduled to hold rallies in Glasgow, Scotland, and in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. EPS, Geneva 


In prevet 


The Methodist Church (USA) has renewed a programme to provide associate © 
pastors from overseas Methodist churches for a five-month period in churches 


; 
across the nation. The programme was first started in 1958 when 15 ovezsea as 
ministers came to the US from Africa, Asia and South America. Following - 
their pastoral work they studied at Drew Theological Seminary, Madison, N.J. 

¥ = & * . 


About two- ahber: of the 51 members of the new ia Bastyr | legislature 
are Roman Catholics, despite the fact that less than 20 percent of the new 
African country's population is Catholic. A survey disclosed 32 Catholics, 
ten Protestants, five Muslims and four pagans form the phere tae 7 


; 


* We ae 


Dr, Charles W. Ranson, of New York, general director of the Internation- 
al Missionary Council's Theological Education Fund, has been installed as 
president of the Methodist Church 9f Treland. Dr, Ranson is the first hea 
of the Church whose ministry has been exercised entirely outside Ireland. 
He will continue serving as director of the IMC fund. EPS, Geneva 
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WoC Conference Asks More Liberal Immigration Policies 


(Leysin, Switzerland) - More liberal immigration policies by governments 
to help ease the pressures of over-population have been called for by an 
international conference on migration sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches, 


An eleven-page report released here asked governments to consider 
policies which would admit more people from these lands "in situations 
where feasible migration can make a contribution". 


The conference was held after three years! study and preparation. It 
brought together some 200 church leaders, government representatives and 
consultants from inter-governmental organizatinns from thirty countries. 


The document adopted in the concluding session of the five-day meet- 
ing (June 11-16) stressed that policies should be developed which keep in 
mind the need to avoid any exclusion of migrants on the basis of race, 
nationality or religion. It particularly urged that all governments be 
encouraged to accept immigrants from Asia. 


It further called upon governments to consider the speedy development 
of unused economic resources in their own country, to benefit not only 
their own citizens, but also those of other lands. 


% 
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"Since migrants usually represent a valuable asset to the life of the 
nation, and a means of cultural enrichment as well as economic advancement", 
it said, "the churches should urge governments to consider whether generous 
immigration policies may not be conducive to constructive national planning"’. 


The churches also have a responsibility to urge governments to harmon- 
ize national self-interest in the development of immigration policies with 
"the universal commonweal" and to "consider the effects of these policies 
upon the needs and claims of other peoples". However, it noted that it 
would be "irresponsible not to acknowledge that completely uncontrolled and 
unlimited migration could lead to disorder as well as to injustice". For 
this reason, it said, "the churches cannot recognize any unqualified right 
to migration, but must uphold the primary responsibility of national govern- 
ments to regulate it". 


The report urges the churches both in countries of emigration and immi- 
gration to work together to provide counselling and information services and 
to coordinate these with similar facilities offered by governments to avoid 
Cuplication. It suggested that the World Council of Churches take respon- 
sibility for coordination of such services provided by the churches. It 
also. called upon the churches to edusate their members to a more sympathetir 
understanding of the migrant's problems and to provide for better training 
of their rersonnel working with ther. 


For the purpose of the confererce the migrant was defined as a person 
who moves from his home to another country, whether temporarily or perman- 
ently, for whatever reason. The dozument noted that while this includes 
refugees, it does not mean that the refugee has "an exclusive cleim" on the 
churches! ministry. It said that inoreasing population pressures facing 
the world "in its struggle for recognition of human rights and for peace 
with freedom and justice", present the churches with "a whole complex of 
migration on a world-wide scale". 


It noted that although in the past the World Council had given parti- 
cular attention to the need of European migrants, it must give "serious and 
comparable attention" to similar needs of Asians, Africans and Latin 
Americans. It said that churches and regional church groups such as the 
All Africa Church Conference and the Hast Asia Christian Conference must 
take more responsibility in the field. 


The document stressed the importance of preserving the family unit and 
making every effort to avoid separating the wage-earner from the family 
over any extended period of time. The likelihood of separation rises in 
cases of "the phenomena of the increasing numbers of international seasonal 
migratory workers" particularly in Europe, it noted. It said the churches 
should consult with employers of these groups concerning working conditions, 
housing and leisure time and should urge the governments to organize special 
courses for them to help increase their technical knowledge. 


Taking part were seven delegates from Africa, seven from Asia, seven 


from Latin America, 28 from North America, and 35 from Burope. Four churches, 


including the Roman Catholic Church, which are not members of the World 
Council sent observers. Cfficials from the governments of the USA, Greece, 
the West Indies, Switzerland, Canada, the Netherlands, ard Australia were 
present as well as others from the UNHCR, ICEM and the International Labcur 
Office. EPS, Geneva 
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Peace Assembly Holds War "Irresponsible" in Atomic Age 

(Prague) ~ A message adopted by delegates attending the recent All Christian 
Peace Assembly here declared that "war is irresponsible" in the atomic agZze, 
and that the use of such "inhuman" nuclear weapons involves "acting against 
commonsense" and is "committing a sin against God". 


The message was approved by a large majority of the 670 delegates and 
observers from 40 countries attending the sscembly. There were only gignt 
negative votes and 28 abstentions. 


"Since the atomic armament race is still going cn", the message declared, 


"we beg all parliaments ané governments to do everything that may lead to 
the abolition of war, and to dare much in this cause", 


It said the testing of nuclear weapons shouid be stopped and that an 
agreement on international control should be reached by governments now in 
the possession of such armaments. It also recommended that consideration 
be given to proposals for "the formation of atom-free zones and the creation 
of internationally guaranteed treaties of neutrality", 


"Today we must continually fix our eyes on the coexistence and con- 
structive cooperation of nations and groups of nations which are living in 
different economic, political and cultural systems and traditions", it con- 
tinued. "Mutual condemnation should give place to a friendly competition," 


The message further noted that the only way to solve the difficult 
problems of the underdeveloped nations ec? Africa, Asia and Latin America is 
by "a partnership cooperation between all states, between the old nations 
and the young ones", 


? 


It stressed that the older colonial nations must learn that they have 
to relinquish their position of power, while developed nations must be 
prepared to make sacrifices to help raise the standard of living in under- 
developed areas. 


Nations which spend "exceedingly high sums" for defence were reminded 
that the limitation of such expenditures would liberate the "economic means 
whereby hunger and great human distress can be alleviated in the world". 


A study commission on peace and the ecumenical movement presented the 
assembly with a series of recommendations designed to establish contacts 
with the World Council of Churches. 


The delegates received the recommendations, and made arrangements for 
the continuation of the work of the assembly by unanimous election cof Dr. 
Joseph L. Hromadka, dean of the Amos Comenius Theological Faculty here, as 
its president. 


Delegates also appointed a working committee, headed by Dr. Hromadks, 
to prepare for the next assembly, which will probably be held in about three 
years. In the meantime, the committee will arrange regional conferences and 
study commissions, and assist in the organization of national committees. 


An advisory council was also appointed by the assembly. Lt will ba 
headed by Patriarch Alexei of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


The study commission on peace and the ecumenical movement - one of ten 
such discussion groups of the assembly - made the following recommendations 
relating to the WCC: 
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One - That leading members of the peace assembly, who regularly attend 
meetings of the World Council, should take every opportunity to ensure that 
"cross fertilization" of the work of the two groups on behalf of peace. 


Two - That the continuation committee be asked to consider sending a 
delegation of three or four persons to Geneva to discuss the way in which 
the assembly can cooperate with the WCC and the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs before the World Council holds its Third Assembly 
in New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6. 


Three - That the assembly consider the appointment of a liaison officer 
between Prague and the WCC headquarters in Geneva. 


Four + That an observer from the Prague assembly be sent to the WCC's 
Assembly in New Delhi. 


Five —- That the continuation committee secure the chief documents 
issued by the WCC and CCIA concerning peace and international affairs and 
study them in the light of the pronouncements of the Prague peace movement. 


Six —- That a delegation be sent to Geneva to propose to officials of 
the WCC and CCIA that a joint working party be established to consider these 
documents, and to study new problems as they arise. 


The study commission stressed that all of its recommendations were 
intended to strengthen the whole ecumenical movement in its tasks of witness, 
service and unity. 


The chairman, Dr. Viktor Hajek, moderator of the Evangelical Church of 
Czech Brethren, declared the assembly officially opened after delegates 
heard a sermon delivered by Dr. Heinrich Vogel, a member of the Evangelical 
faculty of Humboldt University in East Berlin. 


The main assembly report was delivered by Dr. Hromadka. Other papers 
were presented by Archbishop Nikodim of Russia, Dr. Martin Niemdller of 
Germany, Professor Inoue of Japan, Dr. Jacob S.A. Stephens of Ghana, 
Anglican Bishop K.H. Ting of China, and Mr. Richard Ullmann, a Britisn lay- 
mane 


Sharp attacks against the Roman Catholic Church were made by both 
Archbishop Nikodim and Dr. Hromadka. 


Dr. Hromadka charged that the Roman Catholic hierarchy and "some West 
German Protestant circles" had made plans aimed against the peace assembly. 
He denounced these efforts as "incompatible with the Christian faith". 


Meanwhile, Archbishop Nikodim claimed that the "supreme Catholic 
hierarchy is engaging more in politics than in teaching believers Christian 
morals", 


After the introductory speeches, the delegates divided into the 10 
study commissions to explore various aspects of promoting peace. A report 
was then issued at the conclusion of their deliberations. EPS, Geneva 


Episcopal Divisions Seen Hindering Church Unity 

(New York) - A leading American theologian has concluded that divisions 
within the Protestant Episcopal Church constitute a major threat to the 
advancement of Protestant unity in the United States. 


No. 24 - 23rd June, 1961 | 5 


This opinion was expressed by Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, president of 
Union Theological Seminary here, in a statement in which he noted that it 
was widely assumed that the crucial problem was between the Episcopal and 
other Protestant churches, 


"Tt is not", he declared. "The real issue is within the Episcopal 
Church itself. It is whether the great body of that church is still ready 
to surrender its desire for church union in accordance with principles 
already approved by world Anglicanism speaking through the Lambeth Confer- 
ence in deference to a militant minority." 


Dr. Van Dusen's reference to the "militant minority" obviously referred 
to the Anglo-Catholics, or so-called "high church" wing of the denomination. 
Most Anglo-Catholics are vigorously opposed to any union of the Episcopal 
Church with bodies not directly in the apostolic succession (the uninterrupt- 
ed transmission of spiritual authority through bishops by the laying cn of 
hands). The "churchmanship" of the so-called "low church" members is more 
liberal. 


Dr. Van Dusen, a Presbyterian, issued the statement in connection with 
a proposal to discuss the possible merger of the United Presbyterian, 
Protestant Episcopal ana Methodist churches with the United Church of Christ 
to form a new 18,000,00C-member denomination which would be "truly Catholic, 
truly Reformed, truly Evangelical". 


At its General Convenizion in Detroit next September, the Episcopal 
Church is expected to consider an invitation from the United Presbyterians 
to join in asking the othe> two denominations to explore the possibilities 
of eventual merger. 


Dr. Van Dusen was sharply critical of clergymen who claim that the 
Episcopal Church cannot aci on any merger plan with non-episcopal bodies 
until such proposals have seen approved by the Lambeth Conference - a world- 
wide meeting of bishops of the Anglican Communion held generally every ten 
years. The next meeting is scheduled for 1968. 


While Dr. Van Dusen conzeded that any merger plan would be submitted 
to the Lambeth Conference for approval, he said critics of the new merger 
proposal are "unaware of the fact" that it is "based squarely and explicitly" 
upon the plan which resulted in the formation of the Church of South India 
in 1947. The CSI merger invclved Anglicans, Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists and members of other Reformed bodies. 


"That scheme was given detailed scrutiny by the last Lambeth Confer- 
ence and approved by it with suggestions of only one minor modification", 
he added. 


Statements made by critics of the proposal, he continued, "can spring 
only from lamentable ignorance or from an intention to mislead. More than 
that, they pre-suppose a view of apostolic succession which large numbers 
of Episcopal bishops and clergy do not hold and thus reveal where the 
really significant division lies - not between the Protestant Episcopal and 
other Protestant bodies but within the Episcopal Church itself", he con- 
cluded. EPS, Geneva 
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Anglo-Catholics to Issue Manifesto on Unity 


(New York) - A "Catholic Manifesto" is expected to be issued shortly calling 
on all "Catholic and Orthodox Christians to assume positive leadership of 
reunion movements". The document is being prepared by leaders of the 
American Church Union, an Anglo-Catholic organization within the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 


Canon Albert J. du Bois, ACU executive director, said the manifesto 
will declare that it will be a "travesty" and a "species of blasphemy" if 
"we unite all the Protestants to oppose the Vatican and dare to call that 
Christian unity". 


While Canon du Bois acknowledged that efforts toward Christian unity 
are a "cause for thankfulness", he stressed that "sympathy with the motives 
of those who prepare schemes for unity and admiration for their obvious 
Sincerity must not blind us to the necessity of subjecting their plans to 
careful scrutiny and searching theological criticism". EPS, Geneva 


Missionary Society Protests "Slaughter" in Angola 


(London) - A document accusing the Portuguese of wholesale slaughter in 
Angola and urging churches of all denominations to send immediate protests 
to the Portuguese Embassy in London has been distributed to churches in 
Britain. 


The document, published by the Baptist Missionary Society, calls for 
Na@otion, jhis very hour". It was sent to Baptist ministers with a request 
that it be circulated as widely as possible through church magazines and 
local newspapers. 


The Portuguese military authorities, it says, have taken reprisal action 
against rebelling Africans with the "utmost barbarism" and have massacred 
"tens of thousands of men, women and children", It pleads for restraint in 
the "all-out military offensive against the Africans by the Portuguese". 


The document was based on reports from Society workers in Angola, a 
spokesman said. He said that the Society had kept silent about conditions 
until now because it wanted to continue its work among the Africans, but 
that the situation has become "so terrible" that the Africans themselves 
have begged the missionaries not to withhold their protests any longer. 


The document suggests five ways in which the situation can be helped. 
It urges prayer, dissemination of information about the Situation, letters 
to the Portuguese Embassy urging moderation and restraint, contact with the 
British Foreign Office to ask them "to persuade the government to bring 
pressure to bear on the Portuguese government", and the collection of 
signatures for a petition to be sent to the Portuguese Ambassador. 
EPS, Geneva 


Methodist Leader Urges Creation of "Truly Australian Church" 


(Sydney) - Creation of "a truly Australian Church" is needed if the Christian 
faith is to make an impact on the population, Dr. Alan Walker, one of the 
nation's leading Methodist clergymen, said in an address here. 


Speaking before the Central Methodist Mission, Dr. Walker contended that 
Christianity "will never reach the hearts of the Australian people until it 
is interpreted in terms of our own national consciousness and needs". 
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Dr. Walker maintained that the four largest churches + the Anglican, 
Roman Catholic, Presbyterian and Methodist - were largely "copies of over- 
seas churches and have made far too little adjustment to the Australian 
Situation", 


"There is no Australian theology and few Australian hymns", he noted. 
"Practically no experimenting is going on in Australian churches apart 
from what is copied from overseas, Australian church architecture is 
almost conspicuous by its absence," 


Dr. Walker contended that the task of theology is to come to grips 
with the distinctive problems and characteristics of the nation, so that 
the church can match the sociological realities of the culture. 

HPS, Geneva 


Augustana Lutherans Give Final Approval to Merger Plan 


(Seattle) - Creation of the new 3,000,000-member Lutheran Church in America 
was assured here recently when the Augustana Lutheran Church gave its final 
approval to merge with three other Lutheran bodies in the United States. 


Delegates attending the 102nd annual Synod of the Augustana Church 
voted 495-21 in favour of merging with the United Lutheran Church in 
America, the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church (Suomi Synod) and the 
American Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


All 13 conferences of the church had previously voted in favour of 
the union. A two-thirds majority vote by delegates to the Synod was 
required for final ratification, 


The ULCA earlier ratified the merger agreement, and the other two 
bodies are expected to give final approval at their respective conventions 
this summer. However, the action of the Mgustana Lutherans made the 
merger a certainty since they are committed with members of the ULCA to 
organic union even though the other two bodies should decide not to give 
final approval. to the plan. 


The constituting convention of the new church is expected to be held 
in Detroit, Michigan, June 28 ~ July doy PODS. However, the Lutheran 
Church in America will not begin functioning as a denomination until 
January 1, 1963. 


Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen, Augustana president, called upon members of 
his denomination to bring "the greatest possible strength" into the united 
church. "This will be done", he said, "only as we seek to maintain every 
aspect of our work at the highest possible level of continuing and advanc- 
ing effectiveness during these days of change-over", 


Delegates also heard Dr. Edwin Espy, associate general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches (USA), remark that organic union of member 
denominations was the ecumenical objective of the National and World 
Councils of Churches. Noting that the NCC "exists first and foremost to 
manifest the unity of the Church gesus Christ as divine Lord and 
Saviour", Dr. Espy said this goal cannot be fully attained in the coe 
operation of separated churches or in their official commitment to one 
another through state, national and world councils. "This oneness finds 
its highest expression", he said, ",..in the actual uniting of churches 
which are prepared to commit themselves wholly to one another and to lose 
their separate identity in the higher expression of Christ!s Church 
through organic unity." BPS, Geneva 
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l2 Catholics Jailed for Anti-State Plot in Hungary 


(Budapest) - Twelve Roman Catholic priests, monks and laymen have been 
sentenced to\prison terms ranging to 12 years on charges of plotting to 
overthrow the Hunzarian government. 


Father Istvan Tabody received the stiffest sentence meted out by the 
court. While the details of his case were not disclosed, he was charged 
with high treason as well as anti-state activities. He was the only 
defendant who was not tried in public. 


The prosecution contended that all of the accused were in some way 
associated with a so-called Christian front organization which aspired to 
replace the Communist régime with a Christian republic. The indictment 
said they trained an élite Catholic youth corps which would assume posts 
in the event of a change in government. 


Of the 11 defendants tried in public, only Father Oedoen Lenard 
pleaded innocent. He was sentenced to seven-and~a half-years in jail. 
EPS, Geneva 


Norwegian Missionary Council Rejects WCC Tie 


(Oslo) - The Norwegian Missionary Council has voted against having any 
relationship with the World Council of Churches after the latter is inte- 
grated with the International Missionary Council at New Delhi next November. 


Fourteen of the 23 affiliated societies in the NMC registered their 
opposition to the organization having a consultative membership in the WCC's 
proposed Division on World Missions and Evangelisn. 


The NMC, which has been affiliated with the International Missionary 
Council, earlier decided against full membership in the new World Council 
division. 

The International Missionary Council has given its final assent to the 
plan of integration. This action was taken by the Administrative Committee 
of IMC acting on a mandate from the Assembly. Of the 38 member councils 
only two have voted against the plan: Brazil and Norway. EPS, Geneva 


Anglicans Agree to Recognize North India Church Merger 


(Sydney) - The Synod of the Anglican Province of New South Wales has voted 

to recognize the new proposed Church of North India and Pakistan. The 
projected new church represents a merger of the Anglican churches of India, 
Pakistan and Ceylon, the Council of Baptist Churches, the Churches of Christ, 
the Church of the Brethren, the Methodist Church, and the United Church of 
North India. The governing bodies of these groups have already given 
"general approval" to the merger proposal. 


The synod voted to recognize the new church after a three-hour debate, 
during which the discussions threatened to end in a stalemate. 


The synod earlier decided to recognize a similar merger in Ceylon, 
which involved only four churches, with the majority in the new denomination 
being Anglicans. However, only 20 percent of the members of the Church of 
North India and Pakistan would be Anglicans. 


No, 24 - 23rd June, 1961 9 


The motion was in danger of defeat until a deacon of the Sydney Arch- 
diocese noted that, while agreeing to full communion with the new church, 
the synod was not bound to approve all details of the merger plan. It 
then voted overwhelmingly in favour of recognition. 


Harlier, Dr. Hugh Rowland Gough, Anglican Archbishop of Sydney and 
Primate of Australia, told the synod that its decision regarding the pro- 
jected merger should be made against the background of the worldwide unity 
movement. (See EPS No, 25) EPS, Geneva 


Newark Methodists Invite Other Denominations to 1962 Sessions 


(Newark) - Fraternal delegates from three other Protestant denominations 
will be invited to attend the 1962 sessions of the Newark Methodist Con- 
ference in New Jersey. 


A resolution adopted at the 104th annual meeting of the conference 
authorized its secretary to send the invitations to officials of the United 
Presbyterian Synod of New Jersey, the Newark and New Jersey Protestant 
Episcopal dioceses and the New Jersey jurisdiction of the United Church 
of Christ. 


The resolution viewed a proposal to unite the four denominations at 
the national level as "a bold and courageous new approach" to a more in- 
clusive Christian unity. It was first advanced by Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, 
stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church. EPS, Geneva 


Finnish Committee Advocates Ordination of Women 
nes eee eee ee Vee VECLNAGLON Of women 


(Helsinki) ~ A report will be presented to the next Synod of the Lutheran 
Church of Finland advocating the ordination of women to the ministry. 


The report was prepared by a committee of five theologians, headed by 
Dr. Aimo T. Nikolainen, which was appointed in 1958 to study the question. 
Only one committee member disagreed with the findings in the report. 


Among the points made in the report is the fact that, in the early 
Church, women performed many of the tasks now undertaken by the ministry. 
It further notes that the New Testament proclaims the equal status of men 
and women. EPS, Geneva 


American Lutherans Restudy "Galesburg Rule" 


(Northfield, Minnesota) - The Church Council of the American Lutheran 
Church will restudy the so-called "Galesburg Rule" which limits the use 
of Lutheran pulpits to Lutheran pastors and Lutheran altars to Lutheran 
communicants. 


In a report to the first annual convention of the ALC!s southeastern 
Minnesota district here, Dr. Norman A. Menter, the denominationts vice- 
president, said such a study had been requested by Wartburg Theological 
Seminary of Dubuque, Iowa, an ALC institution. 


The rule takes its name from the place where it was formulated 
(Galesburg, Illinois) by the General Council in ihe Ways It is to apply 
except in cases where the pastor involved sees fit not to do so Er or 
reasons of conscience", EPS, Geneva 
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237,000 at Tokyo Crusade 


(Tokyo) - More than 237,000 persons attended the month- long Greater Tokyo 
Christian Crusade and nearly 9,000 of these made "decisions for Christ", 


The Crusade, just concluded, was sponsored by World Vision of Pasadena, 
Cal. (USA), and featured sermons by Dr. Bob Pierce, World Vision founder 
and president. More than 740 churches of 41 denominations cooperated in 
the crusade. 


Radio and TV broadcasts nightly over 22 stations carried the crusade!s 
message and a four-day series of seminars was attended by 1,600 ministers. 
As part of the effort, teams of speakers and musicians also visited schools, 
stores, offices and factories, and a group of 50 Tokyo business and Bere 
fessional men conducted other "person to person" witness. 


_ The conclusion of the campaign signalled the start of an intensive 
follow-up to reach the nearly 9,000 persons who had made "decisions for 
Christ", EPS, Geneva 


Brethren Leader Refuses to Pay Taxes for Arms 


(Elgin, Illinois) - Dr. Charles BE. Zunkel, moderator of the Church of the 
Brethren, has notified Government officials that he will not pay the portion 
of his Federal income tax which is expended for military purposes. 


Dr. Zunkel said in his letter to President Kennedy and the director of 
Internal Revenue that he and his wife "can no longer give 75 percent of our 
income tax for the support of military might", The letter was printed in 
the Gospel Messenger, monthly periodical of the historic peace church 
published here. 


Although his protest is strictly personal, it is expected to influence 
. the forthcoming annual conference of the denomination, to be held in Long 
Beach, California, to ask the Government for an alternative tax arrangement 
for persons conscientiously opposed to supporting the nation's armament 
programme. 


Pointing out that his denomination believes that "all war is sin", 
Dr. Zunkel commented: . "We, therefore, cannot encourage, engage in, or 
willingly profit from armed conflict at home or abroad... We cannot in the 
event of war paint military service or support the ee eae Ys machine in 
any capacity." 


However, he added, "We are not opposed to paying tax, but eee to 
paying tax for this purpose. We feel as guilty as if we were giving our 
' lives in the programme of the military method of agua e Se See 
disputes. 


"We hopeee. that some alternative tax plan may be worked out whereby 
conscientious objectors may give their tax money to peaceful pursuits, 
just as young men may serve in alternative service in lieu of the military 
service. EPS, Geneva 
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in Brief 


The Presbytery of Glasgow, the largest in the Church of Scotland, has / 
voted against the Moderator of the General Assembly paying a courtesy call” a 
to the Pope until the presbyteries have voiced their feelings’on the matter. 
The Presbytery of Inverness has already voiced its opposition to such 2 
Viel be ‘ aay A 2 3 boi on i 

Sa dbs Aisa a 

The Rev. Manase M. Yona has been elected the first African presidens 
of the Lutheran Church of Central Tanganyika. He succeeds the Rev. Ruben J 
A. Pedersen, a missionary of the Augustana Lutheran Church of North America, 
who will. return:to the United States this summer after serving for two terms 
in the presidency. 


x * % 


A total of some 250,000 persons ranorbeuby attended Dr, Billy Graham tam 
North of England Crusade during the first two weeks of meetings. Associates 
of the American evangelist said 10,505 persons had accepted invitations tO. 
make "decisions for Christ" ee the period. 


e * 


The first World. Methodist Convocation on Theological Education wili 
meet August 13-15 at ine Union Scandinavian School of Theology in Gothenburg; 
Sweden. One of the ecumenical features of the convocation programme will 7 
be an address on "An Ecumenical Approach to Theological: Education" by Dr. 1 
Charles W. Ranson, director of the ThE Ore Education Fund of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. . ‘ 


Az / ‘ 
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More than 4,000 young people from North America are expected to attend 
the 46th International Christian Endeavour Convention in Ghicago on July 
5-8. The American ie RNA Dr. Billy Graham, will receive the or ganie 
zation's International Youth's Distinguished Service Citation. 


w ion pata 


Both the British and the Australian Councils of Churches have askea 
their member churches to pray for the Third Assembly of the World Counsil | 
of Churches, November 18 —- December 6, New Delhi, India. The Australian 
Council asked prayers particularly for "the churches in Asia, whose special® 
responsibility it will be to care for their fellow Christians from other 
Boum tae « 


fat Weber ee i ecas 


Dr, James H. Robinson, for 23 years pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
of the Master in Harlem, New York, has announced his resignation’ to devote 
full time to student work programmes in Africa. On October 15 the 54-year 
old clergyman will’ become director of Operation Crossroads Africa, a projec’ 
“that this year will send more than 200 students to 16 African nations. 


rama capt ae 


The General Synod of the Church of Ireland (Anglican) has approved the 
establishment of a Church Sound and Broadcasting Committee to maintain con- 
tacts between the denomination and radio stations and Ireland's new nationa 
TV network scheduled to go into operation later this year. The Committee 
will also promote a radio and TV course especially for clergymen and en- 
courage Christian playwrights to write for these media. BPS, Geneva — 
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WCC Calls For End to Killings in Angola 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
has called upon the government of Portugal to "refrain from deliberate action 
involving the death and maiming of thousands of Africans" in Angola. 


The statement, one of the strongest ever issued by the committee, 
declared that Portugal "will inevitably forfeit the sympathy and respect of 
other nations" if it continues its present policy. 


The committee is the interim policy-making group for the WCC, which has 
176 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox confessions in 
more than 50 countries. 


The statement “deplores the mounting evidence of a rapidly deteriorating , 
situation" and appeals to the government "in the name of humanity and of the 
Christian principles so long professed in Portugal" to change its methods. 


It says that the attacks are particularly directed to those with edu- 
cation and gifts of leadership. Further it says they involve women and 
children and widespread destruction of property. 
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It reaffirms the statement issued early in June by the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs calling for recognition of the legiti- 
mate rights of the people of Angola to determine their own political future. 
The Commission is a joint agency of the WCC and the International Missionary 
Council. (See EPS No, 21) 


It asks the Commission to make representations to the Portuguese govern- 
ment and to the UN Commission appointed to investigate conditions. 


It also calls upon WCC member churches "of whose deep concern it has 
been made aware, to press upon their governments the urgency of the situa- 
tion". (See complete text of statement appended.) 


The situation spurred other church groups to action last week. 


In Great Britain a deputation of leaders of the British Council of 
Churches visited Lord Home, the Foreign Secretary, to express mounting 
Christian concern over events, which a BCC spokesman estimated had caused 
more outspoken reaction by member churches than "any other issue for years", 


Karlier the Standing Committee of the Conference of British Missionary 
Societies, in association with the Council, had sent to Lord Home a statement 
declaring that "the United Kingdom ig forfeiting the confidence of the 
peoples of Africa ... by appearing to acquiesce in the policy of the Portu- 
guese Government in Angola". It called upon the United Kingdom government 
to "take positive action through the United Nations and in other appropriate 
ways to seek to prevent further tragedy", 


In Canada a delegation of church leaders asked Canada's secretary of 
State for External Affairs to urge the government to use its influence to 
"bring an immediate end to the excessive punitive action" by the Portuguese 
government. 


Meanwhile reports of increasing bloodshed continued. Official reports 
say that so far 1,200 Portuguese and 8,000 Angolans have lost their lives, 
but private sources put the toll among Angolans as high as 40,000. 


Refugees continued to stream across the border into the Congo. An 
estimated 80,000 refugees are now in the border areas, some of them suffer- 
ing from burns and most needing food and blankets. The World Council of 
Churches, which is nne of the three agencies carrying on an extensive relief 
programme, has sent its inter-church aid administrative secretary, the Rev. 
William DuVal, to the area to investigate what further help can be provided. 
The Red Cross and the Catholic Church also have assistance programmes. 

EPS, Geneva 


IMC-WCC Integration Scheduled At Pirst Assembly Session 


(Geneva) - A major step forward in the search for Christian unity is 
expected to be taken in the opening session of the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, November 18 —- December 6, in New Delhi, India. 
The Assembly theme is "Jesus Christ - the Light of the World". 


The action will come when delegates of the WCC's 176 member churches 
are asked to approve plans for the integration of the World Council and the 
International Missionary Council. The required majority of the IMC's 
member councils have already approved integration. 
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The historic event will unite into one organization the two main bodies 
through which the search for unity has been crystallized in this generation. 
The IMC issued from the famous Edinburgh conference of 1910. The WCC came 
into being in 1948. 


The long-range effect of the action will be an intensification of the 
concern for the Church's missionary task in the programme of the World 
Council through which member churches of the Anglican, Orthodox, 01d Catholic 
and Protestant confessions, representing a large majority of the world's non- 
Roman Catholic Christians, carry on cooperative work. 


Its immediate practical effect will be to integrate the work of the 
IMC's 35 national Christian councils and national missionary councils into 
the organizational framework of the WCC as the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism. 


Following the vote on integration the Assembly will be conducted as an 
Assembly of the two integrated bodies. 


Plans for the historic ceremony were approved by the WCC's policy-making 
Executive Committee at a meeting here. 


The session scheduled for Sunday afternoon, November 19, will open with 


addresses by Dr. W.A. Visser ‘'t Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, 


who will speak on "The Calling of the World Council of Churches" and by 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the IMC, who will speak on 
"The Missionary Dimension of the Ecumenical Movement". 


Dr. Christian Baeta, of Ghana, IMC chairman, will then report to the 
Assembly on the action giving approval to integration by IMC member councils 
and its Administrative Committee. This will be followed by a report of the 
resolution approving integration by the WCC!'!s Central Committee to be given 
by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman. 


There will then be action by WCC delegates on the resolution. The 
expected affirmative vote will be followed by the seating of 25 additional 
delegates, named by the churches, in consultation with the IMC, in antici- 
pation of integration. The seating of these will raise the total of 
official Assembly delegates to 625. 


Witnessing the act in addition to official delegates will be some 400 
advisers, youth participants, fraternal delegates, observers and guests. 


During the 18-day Assembly participants will convene in plenary sessions 
for speeches on the main theme, and on the sub-themes, "Witness", "Service", 
and "Unity", as well as for business decisions. They will in addition take 
part in the study of one of the three sections on the sub-themes and in one 
of fifteen poliny-making committees. Reports of these groups will be pre- 
sented and acted upon by the Assembly in concluding plenary sessions. 


There will also be a series of six evening meetings in which addresses 
will be given by prominent Christian leaders. Three of these will be open 
to the public and are expected to attract audiences of several thousand 
persons. 


The Assembly will be the first major meeting of the World Council of 
Churches in India. Through its sessions it provides the major forum for 
ecumenical discussion in the movement for Christian unity which came into 
being a little more than half a century ago. Previous Assemblies have been 
held in Amsterdam in 1948 where the WCC was constituted, and at Evanston, 
Biden (UGA), 20 2954, EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Plans 4th World Faith and Order Conference 


(Geneva) - A world conference on Faith and Order will be held under the 
auspices of the World Council of Churches in 1963, probably in July, and 
possibly in a city in the Middle East. 


The conference will bring together 350 theologians and other church 
leaders from all over the world to discuss the doctrine and organization 
of the churches and seek ways to bring about Christian unity. 


Plans for the conference, the fourth in a series started in 1927, were 
made during sessions of a three-day meeting here of the 25-member Working 
Committee of the WCC's Commission on Faith and Order. It will be the 
first such world conference on the subject since 1952. 


A major task of the conference will be the review of reports of four 
theological commissions which have been working since 1952 in Europe, 
North America and Asia on the subjects "Christ and the Church", "Worship", ye 
"Tradition and the Traditions", and "Institutionalism". 


The conference will also receive reports from study groups which will 
be set up next year in Africa, the Near East, Latin America, East Asia, 
BKurope and North America. 
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In another session, Dr. Keith Bridston, executive secretary of the 
Commission, reported on a series of six Faith and Order consultations held 
recently in the Far East in preparation for a Faith and Order Consultation 
in November in Bangalore, India. 


These consultations, which took place in Japan, Hong Kong, the 
Philippines and Indonesia, were held under the auspices of the East Asia 
Christian Conference and the last Asia Theological Commission. 


Dr, Bridston told the Committee that the Asian meetings mark the 
first step in the regional development of the Faith and Order programme. 
"Although great pioneering steps in church unity have been made in Asia in 
the past", he said, "up to now Faith and Order has been largely 2a western 
enterprise and its theological programme is laregly centred in Europe and 
America. Now the time has come for the younger churches to make a fresh 
contribution to the ecumenical discussions on church unity." EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Remsey Urges Christian Unity at Canterbury Enthronement 


(London) - De, Arthur Michael Ramsey urged members of the Anglican Communion 
to seek Christian unity as he was enthroned as the 100th Archbishcp cf 
Canterbury. 


More than 3,000 persons packed Canterbury Cathedral to see Dr. Ramsey ” 
enthroned in the marble chair of St. Augustine, which has been used at rh 
every enthronement since 1205. 


In a brief sermon near the conclusion of the 90-minute service, the “4 
new Primate of All England said the Church must reach out in the quest for 
unity for which Christ is longing; that there would go out with Him, not 
separated bands of followers, but a united band of all those whose hearts 
God had touched. 


However, Dr. Ramsey noted that Anglicans must also understand that the 
Church of England is a communion which is reformed and scriptural, yet 3 
rejoices in her catholic continuity. i 


- on 


a Or ie oe 


No. 25 - 30th June, 1961 5 


Overseas bishops of the Anglican Communion present at the ceremony 
included the Archbishop of Jerusalem, and the bishops from New York, 
Gibraltar, Borneo, Amritsar, Jordan, Sudan and Quincy, Illinois. Also ‘ 
present were bishops of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Patriarchate of i 
Antioch, the Greek Orthodox Church, and the Old Catholic bishops of the 
Netherlands. Dr. W.A. Visser '+ Hooft, general Secretary of the ‘orld 
Council of Churches, also attended. EPS, Geneva 


New Demand for African Literature Forecast 


(Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia) - "An immense increase" in the reading public of ; 
Africa has been predicted here by Dr. Donald Mtimkulu, general secretary of ‘ 
the All Africa Church Conference. 


Speaking to some 80 persons convened here for the All Africa Christian 
Literature and Audio-Visual Conference, Dr. Mtimkulu forecast a growing 
acemand for Christian literature, particularly by young people, He empha- 
Sized that the literature provided for them must be "the right kind for 
Africa", He outlined three criteria: "1) It must arise from involvement 
in the situation that exists in Africa today; 2) it must accept the adult 
stature of the African reader; and 3) it must be linked with the utili- 
tarian interests of the people." 


CP A eS eh a Oe 
ey eer ne rs 


In another session of the 14-day conference (June 17-30) Dr. Wesley 
Sadler, director of the Kitwe Writing Centre characterized as "bunk" 
comments that the African languages "are insufficient for the thoughts we 
wish to portray" or that "they lack beauty and power", 


"Our major emphasis", he said, "should be on producing literature in 
the vernacular for all men and women below university standard", And, he 
added, "the best literature for Africa will be written by Africans", 


Attending the conference, which was held at the Mindolo Ecumenical 
Centre, were Christian literature experts from 25 African countries and 
resource persons from 11 countries of Asia, Europe and America, 

EPS, Geneva 


LWP Executive Cites "Unifying Tendencies" ie 


(Warsaw) - "Unifying tendencies within Christendom have been strengthened 
to a remarkable degree" in the past year or two, Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, k 
acting executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federation said here today. 


In his official report to the LWF Executive Committee at the opening of ‘ 
its five-day meeting, he cited a number of recent developments showing how " 
Protestants, Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox are drawing closer together. = 


He mentioned particularly the proposed integration of the World Council z 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council, the "reorganization" ie 
of the WCC's Department of Faith and Order, and the fact that preparations “4 


for the WCC's Third Assembly "indicate that, with wide support from various 
circles, there will be an attempt to strengthen efforts for union among the 
churches", 


In another session the Federation's Special Commission on Inter-Confess- 
ional Research warned against attempts to foster closer relations between ~ 
Christian confessions without Studying their "deep theological implications". a 
Without such study, it said, "we face the danger that all contacts will lead é 
only to greater disappointments and will serve to widen the chasm that af 
exists between the confessions". EPS, Geneva vs 
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Pope Defines Aims of Vatican Council 


(Vatican City) - Pope John XXIII nas outlined the aims of the Second Vatican 
Council in a speech to the Central Preparatory Commission. The speech was 
notable for the fact that it included only one brief reference to the prob- 
lems of Christian unity. 


The Pontiff said the Council will seek to inspire the clergy, instruct 
the people in the truths of the faith and Christian morals, provide hope of 
better times for youth, be concerned for social evangelism and urge all 
Christians to be missionary at heart. 


In reference to unity he asked: "What should we do for our separated 
brethren whom we love? Nhat should we do for those who do not bear on 
their foreheads the sign of Christ, but who are nevertheless sons of God? 
Believe me, our hearts are very responsive to what they are saying and to 
their courtesy. From this aspect also, the Vatican Council is not a specu- 
lative assembly but living, sensitive body which longs to embrace the 
whole world in the geht of Christ's love The house is adorned zveady for 
a festival ... it is the Church which eines all men to enter it." 


es 
(ou 
7 2 
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The Pope also referred to the involvement of the laity in preparations. 
He said that material circulated by the bishops, clergy and through Catholic 
Uiiversities had enabled him "to acquaint ourself fully with the wig’ 
the priests and Christian people ... so that it is really true to say thai 
full ascovnt has been taken of (their) aspirations in preparing for the 
Council", 


4 pes ye 


The Pope ona in conclusion, that the official language of the Vatican 
Council will be Latin, but on certain occasions, and in case of necessivy, 
everyone will be abie to speak in his own language. 


At a@ press cng Eeay Monseigneur Pericle Felici, the <eneral secretary 
of the Central Preparatory Commission for the Vatican Council, said that the 
question of non-Catholic Gre oeeee has not yet been tackiesd, although 
suggestions have been made about this. The question will »robkably be cis- 
cussed at the next meeting of the Central Commission. EPS, Geneva 


United Presbyterians Sever Suban Ties 


(Philadelphia) - The United Presbyterian Crirch (USA) will no longer maintein 
a school system in Cuba, Beans egy vo Dr, Kenneth G, Neigh, general secretary 
of the denomination!s Board of National Missions. 


ra) 


"The 'tintervention! of the Cub.n government and its assumption of the 
direction of La Progresiva, the boarding school at Cardenas, and 13 oths 
day schools on the island, ee: made it necessary for the Board of National 
Missions reluctantly to sever all its ties with the schools", Dr. Neigh said. 


While 127 teachers will be affected by the move, the board has been 
advised that over 90% of them will continue as employees of the govern’ ent. 


“4 


"We cannot contemplate this radical change without sorrow, not at the 
loss of the schools hecause they are not lost to the Cuban people, but 
the church has been deprived of this means to serve the children and yeu 
on the island", Dr. Neigh said, 


pe Be 
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However, ne commented that the board was "heartened" by repeated mess- 
ages from Cuba that the churches are continving their worship and Christiay 
education programmes "withovt hindrance", Medical work is also being con- 
tinued with full support of the Cuban church and tne board, he added. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Ground-Breaking Ceremony for New Wcc Headquarters 


(Geneva) - Some 300 leaders of the ecumenical movement, local civic and 
church dignitaries and guests met in Geneva last week for the ground- 
breaking ceremony for the new headquarters building of the World Council 
of Churches. 


Gathered in the shade of a large blue and white striped tent under 
sunny Geneva skies, the assemblage saw World Council co-president, 
Protestant Episcopal Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Mass. (USA), 
turn over the first symbolic Spadeful of earth on the exact site of the 
chapel in the new building. Construction will begin immediately on the 
$2,500,000 (Sw. Fr. 10,700,000) structure, expected to be ready for accu- 
pansy in mid-1963. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, Committee chairman, who presided, 
described the Sround-breaking as both "a culmination and a beginning, 
What is being done today holds the promise of a better future", he 
declared. "We enter into that future with confidence that the work 
ahead will be in accordance with the will of God." 


Bishop Sherrill, chairman of the international committee which has 
raised funds for the building, described it as "a great tribute to the 
growth of the activities of the World Council" which, he said, "at ons 
time could have been contained under the hat of (General Secretary) Dr. 
W.A. Visser !t Hooft. Today", he added, "we have come to the point 
where new accommodations are required". 


Bishop Sherrill took issue in his brief talk with "those who say it 
is not spiritual to build a building. This seems to me clear nonsense", 
he declared. "It is not spiritual to use inadequate quarters when we can 
do so much more adequate work if we have the tools with which to labour," 


Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, said the building 
is required because of "an ecumenical population explosion", but that in 
planning the structure it had been hoped to keep something of the "family 
atmosphere" of present headquarters. 


The new building will contain 250 offices housing, in addition +o WCC 
staff, the staffs of the Geneva offices of the Lutheran Werld Federation. 
the World Presbyterian Alliance, the Brethren Service Commission and other 
WCC-related bodies, which at present total 280. WCC headquarters at 
present are located in converted chalets with overflow offices in four 
wooden barracks, 


Funds for the building have been raised by member churches and through 
Special appeals in several countries. Of the $2,500,000 total required, 
$2,200,000 is "completely assured", according to WCC officials. 


Plans for the chapel in the new building were approved by the WCC's 
Executive Committee meeting last week. The chapel will provide permanent 
seating for 180 persons, with a potential capacity for 400 persons. It 
will be of rectangular shape, two storeys high, and will be located on 
the ground floor as an integral part of the main block which will alse 
house the entrance hall, exhibit area and conference rooms. Blueprints 
call for the altar and cross to be placed before a background design of 
tinted and stained glass which will be masked from the light of the sun by 
grill work on the outside wall. A similar grill work in the opposite 
side will create a unity in the design. Seats will face the altar from 
three sides. Above the entrance will be a stylized symbol of baptism 
indicating that all Christians are united in baptism, EPS, Geneva 
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Peace Corps Ties With Religious Groups Protested 
(New York) - Peace Corps officials have received protests from the United 


Presbyterian Church and the American Jewish Congress against signing over- 
seas contracts with religious groups. 


The protests were made after corps officials disclosed that about half 
of all project work assigned to private voluntary agencies would be carried 
out by groups having religious ties. 


The United Presbyterian Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations, 
while affirming support cof the Peace Corps, said it "would betray our 
position" if government aid were received under the programme. It is the 
mission of the Church to "proclaim the Gospel", while the aim of the corps 
is to give personal assistance to underdeveloped countries, it noted. 


"These goals may parallel each other, but are not identical", it de- 
clared. This distinction must be maintained to affirm our historic belief 
in the separation of Church and State in the United States and other nations 
of the world." 


The American Jewish Congress also feared that the belief in the separ- 
ation of Church and State would be violated if religious groups made any use 
of government funds or Peace Corps persennel in their own projects. 

BPS, Geneva 


YMCA Leaders to Chart Future Plans at Geneva Meeting 


(Geneva) - Vital decisions affecting the world-wide policy of the YMCA will 
be considered when the organization's World Council meets here July 18-25. 


Some 250 persons representing YMCA movements in more than 50 countries 
will consider four areas of concern, centred around the theme, "Called to 
New Things". These will be (1) YMCA responsibility in a world of tensions 
and barriers; (2) the unchanging Gospel for ever-changing youth; (3) 
Christian unity and the YMCAs; and (4) new concepts and patterns for YMCAs. 


Special consideration will be given to the problem of dealing with 
racial tensions and political blocs. 


Similar questions will also be studied as a guide to local and national 
action by some 150 YMCA leaders from 40 countries, who will attend a confer- 
ence in Vienna from July 8-14. 


Under the theme, "New Horizons", delegates will consider four aspects 
of modern life: (1) a new bridge between nations and races; (2) a new 
responsibility in a scientific age; C3) a new spirit between men and women 
and in family life; and (4) a new witness in work and leisure. 

EPS, Geneva 


Free Church Transfers Mission Operation to Congolese 


(Green Lake) - The Evangelical Free Church of America will place its entire 
missions operation in the Congo in Congolese hands, the denomination!s 77th 
annual conference was told here. 


The Rev. Lester W. Westlund, secretary for foreign missions, told 
delegates that the transition was planned before the Congo received its 
independence. In the meantime, he said, the church will continue its 
missionary work there "without let-up and as long as the door is open". 


ae nearn) SSe tee oe ede ey cate TANS 7 : 
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. Dwenty-two of the church's missionaries are now on the field, compared 
to 36° last July when rioting followed independence. Five others are now 
in the: ‘process | of returning to the field. 


Another US church, The Assemblies of God, announced last wast that: two 
of its missionary couples have returned to their work at Paulis and Andudu. 
Nine other of its missionaries to the Congo are on furlough in the United 
States, but are expected to return next year. EPS, Geneva 


- POAT Urged to Cease "Blatant Anti-Catholicism" 


(New York) - eaders of an organization dedicated to preserve the American 
concept of.the separation of church and state have been called upon to 
bring a halt to their "blatant anti-Catholicism". . 


The charge was made against Protestants and other Americans United for % 
the Separation of Church and State (POAU) in the June 26th issue of 
Christianity and Crisis, a weekly edited here tl some leading Protestant 
theologians. . , : oa 


The journal charged. in an earhevial thee “POAT "insists on judging 
Catholicism by its worst examples", uses "inflammatory language", and 
constantly ident Pies "its own sectarian position as the ‘American! 
position". byes 


"We ask the leaders of POAU to cease and desist from their piatends 
anti- Catholicism", the editorial said, "and to move beyond the entrenched 
position of holy war from which they een the patriotism of their adver- 
saries and attack any understanding of the American tradition and Protest- 
ant Christianity that differs from their own". EPS, Geneva 


Holy Office Issues Warning About Bible Study 


(Vatican City ): - The Vatican's Congregation of the Holy Office has issued 
a warning against too free interpretations of the Bible because these 
“oravely Ee the exact historical and objective truth" of the Scerip- 
: ‘tures ° 


Although the ardour of some Biblical students is WecomtL yy it~ 
said, all those who study and write about the Bible should "exercise great f 
prudence and respect ... and bear in mind constantly the teaching of the “a 
early Fathers, and the views’of the Church and its leaders" so that they 
will not "trouble the minds of the faithful, nor ok the truths ofsthe 
faith". : EPS, Geneva 


ce el Brief 


St. Michael's College, of the iieewity of Hise ee canbe wilt 
open a Centre of Ecumenical Studies in September to promote theological 
studies on ecumenicm. The Centre will begin by organizing a specialized i 
library for the study of problems concerning Protestantism, church unity c 
and the ecumenical movement. : | 
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‘i leleddhoeuiwe campaign by Protestant, Roman Catholic, Hindu and Muslim 
leaders is reported to have been an anneal factor in the defeat of the 
Communist party in elections to the Orissa (India State Legislature. Nine © 
Communists were defeated in bids for re-election to the 140-member Assembly. — 
Four others won by narrow margins. The campaign by the religious leaders 7 
deplored the "Marxist atheism" of the Communist candidates and pointed to 
the threat of Communism to all of India's religions. 


ete Oe 


An inscription bearing the name Pontius Pilate has been discovered by 


Italian archaeologists at the ruins of Caesarea, Jerusalem. The name was 
engraved on a stone slab measuring fifteen by twenty inches. It is the 


first archeological evidence of the name, previously known only from the 
Gospels and the work of the historian Josephus Flavius. 


AEM Ae MAR 


At least five Roman Catholic priests have been killed or taken prisoner 
by Communist rebels in Laos, according to reports from Vientiane. Since 
the first cease-fire in Laos in 1954 at least two other Catholic priests 
have vanished and one was killed. | 


* * * 
The annual General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada has 
deferred for another two years action on the problem of the ordination of 


women, The Assembly authorized a Bro el of the Biblical doctrine of women 
- and ordination. 


* Ae tay 


Only 30 percent of 2,653 Methodist laymen replying to a survey con- 
ducted in Michigan (USA) believe that their denomination should work toward 
merger with other Protestant groups. However, 51 percent agreed that the 
Methodist Church should work with other denominations through councils of 
churches. Five percent thought their church should "work independently of © 
other-denominations". .. Twenty-six percent favoured working toward "merger — 
with denominations having similar forms of church government", and three 
percent favoured such efforts with "denominations he thes aifferen’ forms of 
church government". 


SOE ise os 5k twit ; 


Dr. James Kelly of Kilmacolm, Scotland, chairman of the British 
Committee of the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association, was named in the Queen's Birthday Honour List in Britain on 
dune 10, as having been awarded the status of an "Officer of the British 
Empire" (OBE) for services to the WCCESSA, Dr. Kelly has been associated 
with the Council for more than forty years. He served it as General 
Secretary for twenty years (1928-48). 

. EPS, Geneva 
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Document 


Following is the text of the statement on Angola issued by 
the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches is deeply 
disturbed at the reports it has received regarding the present tragedy 
in Angola, 


It 


(1) deplores the mounting evidence of a rapidly deteriorating 
Situation as a result of which large numbers of Angolans are being 
deprived of life and liberty; 


(2) appeals to the government of Portugal in the name of humanity 
and of the Christian principles so long professed in Portugal, to 
refrain from deliberate action involving the death and maiming of 
thousands »f Africans, including women and children, and the 
attack on those with education and gifts of leadership, as well 

as the widespread destruction of property; 


(3) ig convinced that by its present policy the government 
will inevitably forfeit the sympathy and respect of other nations 
concerned for the welfare of Africa and its people; 


(4) associates itself with the statement issued by the officers 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs on 

5 June, 1961, which drew attention to the need to apply in Angola 
the principle of self-determination and the need for the rapid 


training of indigenous leadership and the establishment of the 


rule of law; 


(5) requests the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs to make representation accordingly to the Portuguese 
government and at its discretion to the Commission recently 
appointed by the UN; 


(6) notes that already the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees has sent aid to the tens of thousands of 
Angolan refugees now in the Congo, and requests the Division 
to continue and extend this operation; 


Ga requests member churches, of whose deep concern it has been 
made aware, to press upon their governments the urgency of the 
situation, and to remember constantly in prayer their fellow 
Christians in both Portugal and her overseas provinces and all 
those involved in the present emergency. 


Adopted unanimously. 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN BCUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


DURING THE FIRST SEMESTER 1961 


YWCA All-Africa Conference Held in Southern Rhodesia 
13,000 Get New Homes in 1960 with WCC Aid ..... 
WCC Churches Hear Report on Work in Africa ..... 
Immediate Negotiations Asked in Algerian Situation , 
Churches sEetenGgwataran(COneo.CrLeisiwewawela tele «os 
Bult. KellowshipnwWreeditor  butherans! alesse. ss se 
WCC Asks $5.1/2 Million for 1961 Service Programme . 
90 Attend African WSCF Leadership Conference » ... 
Churches Givex»$400,000 to Aid Needy . . 2 « 6 s as 
EC Sg Te anny aa a hg Wi glee oA se ts ob oldie dk ielnk #10. ess & 
WCC Executive Committee Ask Nuclear Test Ban. ... 
WCC Names Asia Programme Secretary . . « «+ «+ «+ + « ¢ 
Russian Orthodox Representatives Visit World Council 
Gomment TheolosianuNamed toi WCC) Stall owes ie ese. ee 
P.Maury to Head WCC Information Department ..... 
WCC Issues 1961 Pentecost Message . . + ee ee © a 
Dutch Reformed Church \Jithdraws from World Council . 
WSCF Leadership Training Course Held in Portugal. , 
World Council Secretaries Visit Bulgaria .....s.-. 
Transvaal Church Withdraws from World Council ... 
Rumanian Church Will Send Observers to New Delhi. . 
Conference of Churches and Missions in the Pacific . 
WCC Sponsors Racial, Ethnic Relations Consultations 
Russian Orthodox Church Applies for Membership in WCC 
CCIA Urges Cuba Non-Intervention, Laos Cease-Fire . 


a . 


Lutheran Theologians Re-define Confirmation Significance 


Pacific Church Leaders Meet in West Samoa ....-s 
Dr. Paul Minear Joins WCC Headquarters Staff... 
Church Journals Greet Russian Orthodox Application . 
WCC Appeals for Aid for Friendly Islands... ... « . 
Record Work Camp Programme Planned in 1961 .... .» 
Letter on Laos Sent to Geneva Conference « » + « « » 
Pacific Area Churches Seek Closer Cooperation ... 
200 Will Attend WCC Migration Conference . ...«.- 
Russian Orthodox Leader Cites Desire for Unity. , 
New College Proposed for Pacific Area . « « go fen ine 
Church Leaders to Study New Scholarship Aid Palen whe 
Two New Staff Named by WCC)... < eis oe be \ilelnalathes 
CCIA Official Urges Continued US Tests Bean wile alt orgnadie 
Rights of Angolange' Urged (CCTA)Statement)..... « . « 
WCC Will Dedicate New Headquarters Site .. +. +e. 
Roman Catholic Publication Hails Russian Church 
Application 
Reforms Urged of US Immigration Procedures aie . 
Scholarships for Hleven Students Under EACC sees . 
Third Conference of Buropean Churches Planned ... 
Me Ch De SoA tt err eee ra Wl, pe ber Pat € ob Me Wee ee NS 
Churches Must "Humanize" Immigration Laws, us hxpert 
WCC Conference Asks More Liberal Immigration Policies 
IMC-wWCC Integration Scheduled at First Assembly Sessi 
Wales omni One iL idries: Lr Arena ee eG le cal 
WoC to Offer Guidance on Social, Prlitical, UBconomic 
Matters .. 
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ALGERIA: 


ANGOLA 


WCC Plans Fourth Faith and Order Conference - PS a Pr Mme 2 2S 
Ground Breaking Ceremony for New WCC Headquarters 
LWF Executive Cites "Unifying Tendencies" .....4.e6.., 25 
|YMCA Leaders to Chart Future Plans eaamin ilar @ tal eatery, eand ete ineed 


lero Areca otudieceCentra. Opened wink iv ele «ose bee 
Methodist Ministers Killed, Jailed in SOLER fe!) gv ele ical cit nants 


BMS Reports Its Work in Angola at Standstill ... 
Church Leaders Ask End to Angola Bloodshed .... 
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AUSTRALIA: Australian Churches Plan Ecumenical DNS GP DON ai 0) ou oo ice ae 


AUSTRIA : 
BULGIUMs 


BURMA : 


CAMEROON : 


CANADA: 


CEYLON: 


CHINA: 


COLOMBIA : 


CONGO: 


Chance Seine nureme ome Giese Use div is)! ce eudgin oil's sw eos nat ray, A 
Church Leaders Attack Australian immigration’ Policies. . ims 
Australia Churches Score Government Unemployment Policies .12 
Basing of Australian Immigration Policy Seen ....... RSG 
WCC Affiliation Rejected by Australian BAD ULOUS ii oy) ovale uke amen 
Australian Churches "Regret" South Africa's Race Stand .. 16 
Dr. Gough Says Anglicans Must Define Position on Union ant a eS 
Methodist Leader Urges Creation of "Truly Australian Church"24 
Anglicans Agree to Recognize North India Church Merger . . 24 


Austrian Church Approves Protestant Law Proposal, eal. isu ate 
Protestant-Roman Catholic Students Meet in Louvain. . Pee ory 12 


Heliesovene veecommennnU ped id na Burma willie i ee. eg) yg lle gid cic clte 9 
Improved Christian-Buddhist Relations DOUAING! 5 ey) a)! wip et ou ee 


New Protestant Theology Faculty Planned for Cameroon... 10 


Seminary Recruitment Cooperation UR POC eit W igen ek hehe 4 
Roman Catholic Leaders Comment on Vatican Council ... ; 4 
Canadian Church to Establish Factory ChapLeinoy:. sisi. become 
United Church-Presbyterian Merger in Canada Called For... es 


Anglicans to Restudy Relations to Proposed Ceylon Church . 20 
Chinese Protestants Pledge Government SDD OWS ie vale teuiie ure 5 
New Figures Reveal Growth in Colombia Protestant Churches 8 


Missionaries to Start Flying Doctor Service in Congo..., 4 
Six Missionaries Evacuated From Eastern ON Owed ata k ie) ic gain tere 5 
Pax Romana Movement Takes Religious Freedom Stand ...., 6 
Methodist BighopyReporte Attacks in) Congo ie). iese. ccc BEe 
moree Missionaries Returmawto Congo, sles ob by ° 20 
Protestants Given Official Role in RelGef Programme for 

AO COLSURSTUSSOR ale eA yc a lot eee 
Free Church Transfers Mission Operation to Congolese .°.%% 25 


e * * 


COSTA RICA: Episcopalians Discuss Future of Latin American Church ... Ase 


CUBA: 


Cuban Protestants Launch Vigorous Programmes TR Rae TT eke ee, 
Meibodasteecnco le Mationaliged, in Cubascen siie te « ‘» s.e-ee. 19 
See eote tees SIO p Ahem ee Cu DE tie) s 94 'e lta lat olesid cts acho beet a eee 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Prague Peace Conference Seeks Christian Unity . 


ETHIOPIA: 


FINLAND: 
FORMOSA : 


PRANCE : 


GERMANY : 


HONG KONG: 


Peace Assembly Holds ‘ar "Irresponsible" 


New Presbyterian Medical Programme in BtRLOpIAN. 2% 


Finnish Committee Favours Ordination of omen ... 
Finnish Committee Advocates Ordination of Jomen .. 


Formosa Presbyterians Near Membership Goal. . 
Taiwan Christian Service Under Local Leadérship .. 


Rural Ecumenical Congress Held in Alsace ...... 
Westphal Succeeds Boegner in French Protestant Post 

Pastor Boegner Comments on Conscientious Objectors . 
French Student Christian Movement Backs President De 
New Forms of Ministry Urged by French Reformed Synod 


Germans Open Joint seminary ace . Se a 
All-German Kirchentag in Berlin Banned Rado P te ite sus tele 
Integration of Hast German Refugee Pastors Urged. . 
Catholic Scholar Sees Christian Reunion a Historical 
All-German Church Sessions Banned in East Berlin. . 
400 German Students Register for Volunteer Aid... 


Cardinal Comments on Catholic-‘/orld Council Cooperation , 
EKD Service 


Jest German Churchmen Barred from Opening 
Dr. Scharf Named New BeDweouncalerPresident |. 2 ‘s). « 
German Technicians “ill attend Training Course. . 
Resolution on the Trial of Adolf Sichmann adopted es 
eynod Yohethe BE Dy ise. els 
Dr. Puttfarcken Elected EKD Synod President .... 
Site of 1961 Kirchentag to be Announced March 10.. 
Need for Local Heumenical Cooperation Cited .... 
Berlin Remains Site for 10th Kirchentag .....-. 
Church-State Tension Noted by Hast German Bishop. . 
Regret Expressed on Berlin as Kirchentag Site ... 
German Church Leader Comments on Eichmann Trial . 
Bishop Sees Improved Bast German Church-State Relatio 


in Atomic Age .. 24 
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Bishop Dibelius Says All Germans Share Eichmann's Guilt . 


German Christians Show Interest in Modern Bible .. 


EKU Defines Status of Refugee Pastors from East Germany . 


EKD Critical of East Germany's New Labour Law ... 
"Deaconal Year" Appeal Draws 4,000 German Youth .. 
Church Leaders Declare Kirchentag Not a "Party Rally" 
"Progressive" Pastors Seek Kirchentag Boycott .. .« 
Official Says wast Germany © 
Pamphlet Gives Guides to Christians in East Germany 
Ghana Government ‘Jould Legalize Polygamy .....e. 
Moscow Patriarch Concludes Near Hast Visit ai wii oe 
Orthodoxy and the scumenical Movement .....e. -» 
Pan-Orthodox Meeting Scheduled in September . 
Orthodox Study Plans to Establish Centre Near eiane 


Vatican Directs Excommunications in Haiti . .« « »« e 


Churches Aid Victims of Hong Kong Refugee Fire... 
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HUNGARY : 


INDIA: 


ITALY: 


JAPAN: 


JORDAN: 


KENYA s 


LAOS : 


Hier lene OSC oMerre SL SO rs eA, pliwilel es) peg tle. es thee 
Church-State Friction Continues in Hungary, Poland .. 
12 Catholics Jailed for Anti-State Plot in Hungary .. 


Mittin yelOnae lana ros opaArka ADDOSL aia le. #h e868 8) 
MaryThomea Church Facesiiivangelical Split ....+ «s+ «© « 
Nehru asks Fair Treatment of Religious Minorities ... 
Dane to Lead Million Dollar Refugee Project in India . 
Catholics Oppose New Kerala School Edict ....+.4.-. 


Radio V.tican Broadcasts Protestant Theologian's Address 
Cardinal Jarns Against Exaggerating Unity Obstacles. . 
Cardinal Comments on Catholic-Jorld Council Cooperation 
Pope ppeard co vavioltce Ulergy of Colombia. « » «: .e« « -» 
Spokesman Says Vatican Council May be Held in 1962 .., 
italian Methodists Ask Independence ...\. » « «8 + « » 
PoOpSsu Aske  WaroOmsPoverty. is +s « » a At hs DN ao pron ne 
Debate on Social Security Bill for es lian’ Peres ee att 
Lar rr ool Oe Lg vse ef! he 
Religious Liberty Seen Vatican Council Topic ..... 
Italian Parliament Approves New Bill for Protestant 
Ministers «6 e« e 
Catholic Attitude Toward WCC Assembly Under Study... 
EUs EN NI oie iain eo me wae a PAimy nas tm. WLe)s © ime ee 
Pope ietumscuramemot ve t1can Council... . «<<! o.'5 \«.» 
Holy (Office lssues Warning About Bible Study . « «+ « 


Kraemer Urges United Evangelism in Japan ....«. «+. 
Religious Broadcasting On Increase in Japan ......- 
Japan Lutheran Merger Timetable Hstablished . ..... 
Japanese Churchmen Discuss New Forms of Social Service 
Missionaries Defen’ United Church in Japan ....e.~, 
Se a OC) Rete ae SRM dE SO fg ANgh Late) eh ue we mY aia bs 8) le 


Palestinian Refugee Problem Seen No Nearer Solution. . 


stable Labour System Sought for Nairobi . ..+s «4+ + 
Kenya, Tanganyika Church Merger Consultation Planned . 
All Africa Consultation Studies Churches! Role in Towns 
Kenya Church Leaders Favour Kenyatta's Release . .. - 
African Church Leaders Visit Kenyatta in Prison... .,. 


Missionaries Continue Work in Lower Laos ..e«.+-+«-e«« » 


LATIN AMERICA: Improved Catholic-Protestant Relations Cited .. . 


MALAYA: 


HACC Told Nationalism Can Lead to Fanatical Religion . 


NETHERLANDS: Dutch Group Protests Nuclear Stockpiling . « «6 « « « 


Roman Catholic Leaders Comment on Vatican Council... 
Dutch Appeal Raises $63,700 For Congo . » « « «© « © « » 


NORTHERN RHODESIA: New Demand for African Literature Forecast .. 


NORWAY: 


Nerwegian ‘foman Qualifies for Ordination ....-+« -» 
Norwegian Church Plans Model Farms in Africa .... . 
Norwegian Missionary Council Rejects WCC Tie .« . ee. 
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PHILIPPINES: Philippines Discuss Possibility of Forming National 
MRC AATOUIG De EG Mg i She 7k Bo Nt Wigs 14 
POLAND : Polish Churchmen Critical of Some HELVERY E COjOOUS ) teenie ts ae 
Religious Instruction Abolished in RO LRenS CHOG LSet: ca) gee 4 
Polish Government Taking New Hard Line Weth Churches fag) ee 
Polish Government Abolishes Pax Tax EXON TLONS: 6). <) fel\as sic ees 
Cardinal Calls For Full HOvatuy Or POLtsh Cleray iy 4. 4%. yeLO 
Catholic Bishop of Poland to Issue New Pastoral Letter: <i 
Church-State Friction Continues in Huneeryr, Polandos 4. 0a 
PUBRTO-RICOs: Use of Birth Control Lororime bon Wroederie poi a A a ke 7 
Episcopalians Plan New ‘fork in Puerto-Rico..... ote anne 
RUMANTA Rumanian Church ‘ill Send Qhpeervere tower melhi.. < 2 15 
Revision of Theological Studies in Rumania Almost 
Vompleted . 4.4 =n. 1ge 
SOUTH AFRICA: Catholic Prelate Urges Coloured Lite creat 2om Yas: +. 72) Ae 
Dutch Reformed Churches Reaffirm Race Consultation 
Diane BETO, 4a) yi ou, Ue 
South Africa Bishop Scores Discrimination . OEY) elites) tah Ue ae 
south African Church Will Not Attend ASS SRO el hy. tesa! kee 
Prime Minister Comments on South Africats Race POLLO y spans 
Noe anu Chesil onm Couns 10) sete aor i been ee eas 
The Dutch Reformed Churches Pressured to End WCC Membership 9 
Bishop Reeves Resigns Jolannesburg Diedese 40. (ek 6) Las 
south Africa Church Supports MEE S ant al otil/6 ere er ne Re eR ME ll Sa Py, 
Dutch Reformed Church \Jithdraws from World COUNCIL yy, oe lige eee 
University "Conscience Clause" Annulment Opposeds hr 51 Rp vous 
Transvaal Church withdraws from orld Council ...... 14 
Transvaal Church Adopts Resolutions on WCC Consultation . 15 
Pastor Junod Resigns from South African Pens) LPOS tia: oe aoa 
Electors Fail to Agree on New Bishop of Johannesburg . .. 19 
PUetessOr Wamean ovum RES Ve: ioe sl Pie ele a ee re Mr tes, 
south Africa Church Leaders Appeal for New Spirit in 
PLUG U DL. Gi <\ver be as ee renee 
SPAIN : Baptist Church Reepened in Seville so... 5 ol dt Sainte, ae eae 
SWEDEN : Swedish and Scottish Churches to Discuss Intercommunion , 9 
Swedish Bishops Petition King on Marriage awa. Sore abe 
Inter-GhuschmieikcemAttacked an Sweden ihm de slg «bal Be 
Communion Rites Held by Scottish, Swedish CASE otra Sea Vina eh 
Churches of Sweden to Help Under-Developed Countries ... 22 
SWITZERLAND: Volunteers Sought for Africa-Asia Church OSS) A elisha eae 
woc Will Sponsor Intercommunion Consultation ...... ak tae 
WCC Consultation Stresses Urgency of Intercommunion Issue 10 
Bossey Consultation Discusses International Ethos... Reb: 
Students Discuss African Life in Technical SOOM he Sede ips Se 
Chumoned Role ineNabion ual dime Studied Ayko.) ee. be ee 
Pome Uae L cePaper mlemend sri OCt i. Sitetet yc Ife oo ou. og PED 
TAIWAN : Formosa Presbyterians Near Membership Goal ....... ane 
a. Taiwan Christian Service Under Local Leadership ..... 14 
TANGANYIKA: Kenya, Tanganyika Church Merger Consultation Planned ate 
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TURKEY : Athenagoras Stresses Unity in Yuletide MES SS Hol he halt We vg ee ire ee 
Moscow Patriarch Concludes Near Hast Visit. . a2) 8 wo RCN erate 


UGANDA : | Dr. Fisher to Inaugurate New Anglican Province in Uganda . 14 
UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC: Patriarch of Alexandria to Visit Moscow eh, Saree 


UNITED KINGDOM: Canterbury Favours Frequent Inter-Church Talks .,.. 1 
Britain Will Issue Modern Bible Translation .... eee dteane 
Catechism Revision Reflects Social COBDS Ena dee By eee 
The archbishop of Canterbury Will Retire Mey Sei! ital gi: apa 
"Catholic" - "Protestant" Seen as “Outdated"' Deri. fyi, eae 
Dr. Ramsey Named Archbishop of CAT LO TOUT VAL telnet He,’ 'e\«)ene: he eee 
COmMetTeNOngor a sitsher's Resignation . . @ « . + 6) fb <ao8 4 
Anelitenvand)herormed Theologians Meet ;)-o 6 . .« 6 « 4, 4 
Dr. Ramsey tbrges Future “Courtesy Calls" With Catholics 4 7/26 
Dr. Ramsey Sees Nuclear Arms as Var Deterrent oe va Leh on es Pel ee 
Enthronement of Archbishop of Canterbury Set for June...) -8 
Need Seen for Firm Theological Stand in Ug by whales. tie anes 
Anglicans, Name Liaison for Vatican Council... << 2 kk * 
MacMillan Hails Bible as Priceless Heritage ....4.24.4. 9 
British Leader Scores Lack of Urgency in ork for Christian 

UMUISEVaiely oot e Ree tne 
Free Church of Scotland Protests Queen's Visit to POD! seme 
Changes in Church of ingland Noted Die PTO Listen a Sa) 98. ote ere wee 
Church of Scotland Statement on Polaris Missiles ..... 11 
Islam Seen Greatest Threat to Christianity) 2 eer ee), Pee mee DE 
New English Bible Becomes Immediate "Best-Seller" ....12 
Catholic Scholars Hail New Ene Las wR apd Ge ok hve klva todo wees Rete aS 
British Anglicans, Methodists Seek Closer Relations ... 14 
Dr. Fisher Submits British Church Council Reste@enation ~ si. 15 
Dr. Fisher Says ‘hole ‘jorld Interested in Christian UAal iy se 
Dr. Fisher Asks Anglicans to Pray for Vatican Council .. 17 
Catholic Prelate Praises Reformation Observance ....,. 17 
Chuech of) Engiand to Name. Inter—-Church Panel ¢-)oy 407) a8 
Baptist Union Adopts Resolution on ANSOl BS (CPPS ele gle eee 
CMS Plane wMaseiverReoruitment Drive -. . . ¢ ee + se «es 48 
House of Lords Debates eleohbashops ss Vieab tow homes ow sirens ue 
Anglicans to Restudy Relations to Proposed Ceylon Church . 20 
Trade Union for Clergy is OSE eB iy Se Selves vp wn eg pean 
Dr. Ramsey Pledges Support for Christian Unity BPrortdas sy. 22 
Archbishop Asks Fair Treatment for All Religious Groups .<« 22 
Bishop of Manchester Lauds Billy Graham Crusade ....., 23 
Missionary Society Protests "Slaughter" in ADSO LEY We Ne Mette 
Dr. Ramsey Urges Christian Unity at Canterbury 
Enthronement . .. 25 
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Love and Justice Sought in NCC Race Statement ...... 
Catholic-Protestant Clergy Friendship Urged .....e..0-e 
Je LonUatholios  OnposeiMereer Pilar stele Jlbal S) ade lee.’ 
Church .orld Service Makes Far Bast Orphan Study ..... 
Episcopal Inter-Racial Group Takes Firm Race Stand .... 
Nope oOvochoolwAG iP Lan drouses Debaters 6k hemes Mache 
US Baptists Will Study Closer Cooperation . 4... . ss 6 
Quakers Map New Youth Service Programme ...-+.+se ee 
Roman Catholic Leaders Comment on Vatican Council .... 
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Churches Aid Cuban Refugees « «© » © © © © © © © © © © # @ 8 
Reformed Alliance Sees Civil Disobedience Justified in 
Some Cases .«.« «+e » 
Polygamy Defended for Africa . «+ + + s+ + es 
Jewish Groups Oppose Cardinal's School Aid Talk... .-s + 
Uarbertre raw er eed (LON Unimren eer yr iial eile! ei ue lineh ids a) 4) -iale 6 e's 
Catholvo Sditor Sees Unity GAlnS” ssi 5 wlie 8 0 fe ee 8 


Social Revolution Challenges Churches . . 6 + + + «+ «© s+ © » 
Baptist Sees New Testament as Unt AST alist le fey le” Jee ie ve, 
Bishop Pike Scores Segregation MSMR yi suaiieiat jee elie \e %e 


Lutherans Urged to Give Cooperation Top EPVEOVECY./ al te et a! se 
Church Criticism of Films and TV Called Mis-Directed .. . 
EUB Leaders Study Methodist Merger Plan IESE Mar dale hai e eiete 
Ministers, Students Jailed in "Sit-In" Demonstrations .« .« « 
US President Urged to Aid Famine-Stricken Oiiriare? «se, ) 2%) 8) oe 
Presbytery Seeks "Grass Roots" Unity Discussion . 6 » + « » 
US Churches Urge Better Race Relations «.« «+ + + + + + + * * 
Eastern Churches Celebrate Sunday of Orthodoxy +» + +» + = s 
Southern Baptists Urged to Integrate Colleges . . «+ + + + + 
US Church Council Adopts Birth Control Statement .« « »« » e 
Orthodox Proposed as 'Major! US Religious BOCVill iitantenisima. os 
US Catholic Bishops Oppose School Aid Plan « «+ « + + « » 
Episcopal Laymen Attack US Ghuvely Council Vie a ese a) “a” e 
Housing sought for African UN Delegates in New York... .» 
US Lutheran Church Votes for Four-\Vlay Merger «+ + + +s > 
Islam Seen Greatest Threat to Christianity in PCT ECE Wee 4s 
US Baptists Commend President on School (Ava Stand osks ver 91's 
Episcopalians Urge End of Gest renae cy Me te vel se erie Ve) et 8 
TSS choo we aap bee VOMUANUCS 6) a se Mie Cee ee 8 es 
US Presbyterians Study Massive Unemployment . + + « « «+ «+ * 
New York Churches Survey Ministry to Puerto Rican Emigrants 
US Negro Baptists Plan "Miniature PEACE NOOR DE ie Perris hen es 


Episcopalians to Consider Inter-Communion with Three 


Churches . -« 
Capital Punishment Ban Sought by Philadelphia Presbytery . 
Lutheran Laymen Organize ''Peace Corps" Programme . + + «+ » 
Pentecostal Leader Commends Ecumenical Movement . »« +» »« « » 
Churches Ask $15,000 to Help Cuban Refugees in Ma emis va tie 
Discrimination Against Foreign Diplomats Deplored « » «+ « « 
Methodists Urged to Establish "Open Door Policy" for Races 
Presbyterians May Issue US Church Union Proposal 9s =. « \s 
Methodists Schedule African Strategy Consultation »« .« «+ + 
US Theological Students Protest Against Apartheid .« « « « « 
Churches Deplore Tactics of John Bivens BOCVes wy) fol ot terion atice 
Missouri Synod Urged to Sever NCC Conne cuLOmes a isiesais) eh aces 
Catholic Women Hear of Christian Unity GainS . +6 « + + « » 
Churches Critical of US Immigration Policies «+ + +s s 
Survey Shows Religious lssue Basic in 1960 US Hlection . -« 
WAE Authorizes Theological Study Unit . «+ 5» «+ + * *+ es es 
CCIA Head Comments on Russian Church Action « « + + + « = 
WweC Seen as God's "Greatest Challenge" to Christians .. + 
Nigerian Leader Comments on African Church Life . . « « « » 
2,000 Expected at North American Youth Assembly « »« «© «© » « 
Southern Presbyterians Reject Merger Proposals « .« «+ + » 
Dr. Malik Urges Support of Asian Colleges ST PO ile ae Pa 
Roman Catholics Stress Unity Advances .« «+ + «+ * + * * # 8 
COIA Officials Urge Continued US Test Ban. «© «+ + © © + » 
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U.S.A.3 Cubans Continue to Stream into‘Mieami 3:5 1 aie 2 ee 
United Presbyterians Support Protestant Unity Talks. . 
Preverawuneged Lor BLChmMant we pit ene Vole 6, ee ely 
"Freedom Riders" Face Mobs in Segregated South -« .. . 
Southern Baptists Reject Violence in Race Crisis .. . 
US Supreme Court Upholds Sunday Laws . . «+ «© « «© «© « « 
Dr. Malik Optimistic About Christian Unity Gains .. . 
Medical Association "Pressure" on Church Charged . . 
Reformed Church in America Postpones Action on Merger 

PREOO SADE 13) ¢/ 
Episcopal Divisions Seen Hindering Church Unity .... 
Anglo-Catholics to Issue Manifesto on Unity . . .« « « « 
Augustana Lutherans Give Final Approval to Merger Plan 
Newark Methodists Invite Other Denominations to 1962 

See cs ites let skis 
American Lutherans Restudy "Galesburg Rule" ...... 
Brethren Leader Refuses to Pay Taxes for Arms .« « » « -» 
Presbyterians Sever Cuban Ties .«.« . « « «» « BTA aoe wl oe 
POAU Urged to Cease "Blatant Anti- petnowiad ant atte) ne i 28 
Peace Corps Ties With Religious Groups Protested .. . 


U.S.S.R.-: Moscow Patriarch Issues New Year's Message . +. « » 
Soviet Press Cautioned Against Insults to “Poisonous” 
REAPSTOR a ea As vie 
Church Leaders Accused of Violating Soviet Law ... - 
Russian Orthodox Journal Praises WCC Work for Peace. . 
Russian Orthodox Church Applies for Membership in WCC . 


Soviet Believers Classified as "Fanatics" and "Formalists" 23 


VIETNAM: Vietnam Bars Missionaries ib aM Lae False aR’ ey Satan Bates 


YUGOSLAVIA: Bishop Protests Lay Administration of Sacraments... 
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New Book Jocuments WCC History in Past Seven Years 


(Geneva) - The history of the World Council of Churches during the past seven 
years is the subject of a new book published here. 


Entitied "Evanston to New Delhi", the 288-page volume records the 
development and programmes of the organization in the years between its 
Second Assembly held in Evanston, Ill., (USA) in 1954 and its Third Assembly 
scheduled November 18 - December 6, in New Delhi, India. 


Accompanying the English-language edition, which was sent to all 
Assembly participants this week, was a companion piece - the 47-page Report 
of the International Missionary Council. 


The integration of the two bodies is expected to be one of the major 
actions of the opening session of the Third Assembly. 


The World Council volume includes a forward by Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, New York, WCC Central Committee chairman, and an epilogue by Dr. W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary. The eleven chapters trace the history 
and activities of the WCC's divisions, departments and other units between 
the two Assemblies. There is also a chapter on the Hast Asia Christian 
Conference. A section of appendices totalling nearly 100 pages includes 23 
of the most important documents and reports issued by the WCC during the 
seven year period. 
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Dr. Visser 't Hooft notes in the epilogue that despite the diversity 
of subjects treated "certain recurrent themes" are evident in the work of 
the Council since the Evanston Assembly. He lists these as:1) "the Council 
has become more truly a World Council"; 2) "the missionary dimension of the 
Church!s calling has come to take a larger place in the work of many units"; 
3) "the period has been characterized by a renewed emphasis on the calling 
of the churches to concrete, visible unity"; and 4) the World Council has 
"become more deeply involved in the struggle for just and peaceful human 
relations". 


From these recurring themes, he writes, it is possible to draw 
several conclusions. One of these, he says, is that the Council, since its 
founding in 1948, has become "an indispensable part of the life of (its) 
member churches. 


"This does not mean that in all the member churches there is a strong 
awareness of their relation to a wider ecumenical fellowship," he writes. 
"But it does mean that in many ways the member churches use the framework of 
cooperation, of contact, of interchurch aid, of common study which the World 
Council has created. Seen from this angle, the World Council has become a 
part of the ecclesiastical structure which the churches need and desire to 
have in our time." 


The IMC book opens with an historical introduction followed by Six 
sections including one on the developments of national and regional co- 
operation in missions in nine different areas of the world. It also re- 
views the IMC's programme in study, research and publications and its special 
tasks including the Theological Education Fund, study centres, the study of 
the expansion of Islam in Africa and the study of ways to meet the problems 
created by the rapid urbanization in some African countries. 


The WCC book will be presented officially to the Third Assembly as 
the report of the Council's Central Committee, the 90-member policy-making 
body which meets annually between Assemblies. The IMC report also will be 
presented to the WCC Assembly and to the IMC Assembly also scheduled in New 
Delhi shortly before the ‘JCC Assembly opens. German and French editions of 


both books are expected to be ready in about one month. 


Information about how to secure copies of the two publications is 
available from;Publications Office, World Council of Churches, 17 route de 
Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. EPS, Geneva 


* * * 


Pictures to accompany this story are available from: WCC Department 
of Information, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


Laymen Discuss Buropean Integration and Bast-West Relations 


(Bad Nauheim) - The Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European 
Cooperation has come to the conclusion that the real danger in the world 
today does not come from the threat of open aggression, but from "possible 
misunderstanding of the real position and moral commitments of the two 
parties in the Cold War". 


"Everything possible should be done to prevent such misunderstanding 
regarding the Western position on the access to Berlin and the freedom of its 
inhabitants," the unofficial ecumenical group of well-known European laymen 
said in a statement issued at the end of their recent meeting here. 


The committee noted that the existence of a free Berlin has been Na 
constant reminder that the peoples of Burope were liberated from Nazi tyranny 


in a common effort to be free and independent". 
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"Tf the vestern powers were to allow themselves to be driven out of 
Berlin," the statement declared, "they would not only give up the aims for 
which they went to war, but would formally recognize the Soviet domination 
in the whole of tastern Europe." 


Several promising developments in the economic integration of Hurope 
through the establishment of the Common Market were noted by the committee, 
which has been meeting twice annually for the last decade to consider Christ- 
ian responsibility in the move toward European economic and political co- 
operation. 


"The European communities of the Six have established themselves as a 
vigorous force for economic expansion and political cooperation," the state- 
ment said, pointing out that there is increasing evidence that Great Britain 
will also join the Common Market. 


"\ united Europe presents us with a remarkable opportunity to serve 
better not only our children, but other parts of the world as well. The 
future character of European sociéty will greatly depend on the outcome of 
this process, for which Christians have a clearzresponsibility, and it should 
be a matter in which the churches should take an active interest." 


Dr. C. L. Patijn of Holland is chairman of the committee. Vice- 
chairmen are Dr. Walter Bauer of Germany, Professor André Philip of France, 
and Mr. Peter Kirk, M.P., of Great Britain. M. Henri Burgelin of France 
is the secretary. 


Others attending the meeting were Dr. Ugene Gerstenmaier, president 
of the West German Bundestag; Dr. Walter Strauss, Minister of Justice in the 
Federal German Republic; Dr. Gustav Heinemann, Social Democratic Party member 
of the Bundestag and former Minister of the Interior; M. Jean Rey of Belgiun, 
a member of the governing authority of the Huropean Common Market, and Dr. 
Max Kohnstamm of Holland, a leader in the movement for European integration. 
EPS, Geneva 


Protestants Plan United Literature Campaign in Africa 


(Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia) - The All-Africa Christian Literature and Audio- 
Visual Conference has set as one of its goals "a Christian perindical in 
every Christian home". 


The conference, held at the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre here, also 
cited the need to ensure the availability "in a few main vernaculars and in 
the linguae francae of the whole range of books which the Church needs for 
its witness, its training and its devotional life" in Africa. 


A message,adopted at the closing session of the conference, urged 
Christians to see the importance of "making Christ known in our rapidly 
changing Africa" through the production of audio-visual aids and through 
"literature written directly in African languages by African authors for 
their own people''. 


The message noted that "a maze of linguistic problems" is created 


because there are some 800 African languages. However, it said the Church 
cannot postpone its witness through literature and audio-visual aids "until 
all is peace and quiet". It added: "In the new nations Christians must 


now as in past centuries be the conscience of society and the nation. Christi- 
an literature must. take its place as-a mouthpiece of the Church, which (must) 
play its role with other voluntary agencies in aiding governments as they 
initiate new projects which affect many aspects of individual and social 
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Noting that the conference recognized that a massive literature 
campaign is too great a task to be undertaken by individual denominations, 
the message said that the conferees recognized their "oneness in Christ 
and (had) been led to plan for many types of literature and audio-visual 
communication in which all can join". 


The conference brought together 90 Christian literature experts from 
20 African countries, as well as resource persons from Asia, Hurope and 
America. They represented 25 denominational backgrounds. EPS, Geneva 


suomi Lutherans Approve Four-\Way Merger 


(Fairport Harbour, Ohio) - The annual convention of the Finnish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (Suomi Synod) has approved the agreement to merge with 
three other Lutheran bodies to form the new 3,000,000 member Lutheran 
Church in America. The agreement had earlier been approved by 77 per cent 
of Suomi'ts congregations in a referendum conducted last February. 


The merger will unite the church with the United Lutheran Church in 
America, the Augustana Lutheran Church and the American Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. (See EPS No.11.) EPS, Geneva 


ALC to Review Membership in World Council of Churches 


(Minneapolis) - The American Lutheran Church will review its membership in 
the World Council of Churches at its first general conventinn in Milwaukee, 
in October, 1962, according to Dr. Frederik A. Schiotz, president of the 
2,300,000-member denomination. 


In a report to the conventions of the ALC's 19 districts, Dr. Schiotz 
said arrangements have been made for church-wide study of the matter before 
it comes before the general convention. 


He reported that Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, 
will deliver the Hein Memorial Lectures at three Lutheran seminaries next 
May. 


The presence of Dr. Visser 't Hooft on the seminary campuses, he 
said, ‘will provide an excellent opportunity for pastors to ascertain by 
personal confrontation whether the scurrilous things that are often said 
about the Council are true," Dr. Schiotz noted. 


Meanwhile, Dr. Schiotz disclosed that doctrinal discussions will get 
under way “early in 1962" between the ALC and the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod. 


The conversations "looking toward pulpit and altar fellowship" are 
being arranged by the ALC's Committee on Relations to Lutheran Churches 
and the Missouri Synod!s Commission on Do¢trinal Unity. BPS, Geneva 


NCC Organizes "Grass Roots" US School Aid Fight 


(New York) - Five hundred US Protestant leaders have received a letter from 
the National Council of Churches urging them to press for Congressional 
approval of a Federal aid-to-education programme that would exclude grants 
or loans to parochial schools. 
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Declaring that "Roman Catholic interests are jeopardizing the 
Federal aid bill to public schools", the NCC wrote that such legislation is 
being held up in the House Rules Committee because of a demand by Catholics 
that grants or loans to parochial schools be approved concurrently. The 
bill has already been approved in the Senate. Approval by both houses is 
required before the bill can be signedinto law by the President. 


The letter acknowledged the right of Catholics "to work as citizens 
for their interests", but. it added that "it is important for non~-Catholics 
to work with equal diligence for what they consider best for the country and 
for all the churches", 


Only "a massive surge of concern at the grass roots, directed. at the 
Congressmen by the constituents", can save the House bill for public’ school 
aid, the letter continued. 


The letter was signed on behalf of the Council by the Rev. Dean M. 
Kelley, director of the Council's Department of Religious Liberty, and the 
Rev. Gerald &. Knoff, executive secretary of the Division of Christian 
MNducation, who testified on the proposal at a hearing before the House 
Hducation Subcommittee. 


Mr. Kelley disclosed that the NCC is instituting a four-year study of 
church-state relationships by its member denominations because of the ef- 
forts of the Catholic Church to obtain Federal aid for its schools, and 
because of questions raised by the religious issue in the last Presidential 
campaign. A national conference has been proposed for 1964 to coordinate 
the thinking of Protestants on church-state relations.. EPS, Geneva 


California Rancher Donates Wheat for Greece 


(Pleasanton, California) - An Irish immigrant to the United States, who now 
owns ranches in California and Nevada, has promised to contribute 50 tons 
of wheat annually for the next four years to feed the hungry overseas. 


The rancher, Coleman Foley of Pleasanton, has already given his first 
50-ton gift, which is bound for Greece, where it will be distributed through 
the Christian Rural Overseas Programme (CROP), a US agency, to 2,000 fami- 
lies participating in a self-help land reclamation and irrigation project. 

PS, Geneva 


Covenant Church Establishes Interchurch Commission 


(Chicago) - The theologically-conservative Evangelical Covenant Church of 
America has established a Commission on Interchurch Relations to implement 
its decision to strengthen the denomination's relations with other Protestant 
bodies during the coming year. 


This action was takenat the 76th annual meeting of the 60,000-member 
denomination which at present does not belong to either the ‘/orld or National 
Councils of Churches (USA). 


The Rev. Herbert E. Palmquist, chairman of the denomination's Comity 
Commission, told delegates to the meeting that members of the church should 
"seek to enlarge the measure of understanding among Christians, to be 
truthful about each other, and not make unwarranted and unproved allegations 
which have their real basis in our préjudices, 


"The day is gone when as churches we confronted each’ other," 


he declared. "The day has come when as churches together we confront a 
militant and godless world. We cannot live without diversity, but we can 
and must live in love," he added. "Tn these desperate days, we need each 


other." EPS, Geneva 
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Dr. Schmidt-Cliausen Named LWF Executive Secretary 


(Warsaw) - Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen of ‘/unstorf, Germany, has been elected 
executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federation to succeed Dr. Carl E. 
Lund-Quist, who resigned from the post last August because of ill health. 


Dr. Schmidt-Clausen, who had been serving as acting executive 
secretary, was elected at the annual meeting of the Federation's Executive 
Committee here. 


Pastor Schmidt-Clausen is chairman of the Ecumenical Commission of 
the Lutheran Church of Hannover. He is the first European to serve as 
executive secretary of the LWF which represents 62 Lutheran bodies in 33 
countries with a combined membership of some 50,000,000. 


The committee also elected the Rev. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, LVF secretary 
for resettlement and material relief as director of the Federation's 
Department of World Service to succeed Dr. Bengt Hoffman who resigned. 


In another action, the Executive Committee approved for LWF membership 
four churches in Africa and one in India. Their memberships will become 
effective one year after the committee's action, provided their entrance is 
approved by at least two-thirds of the Federation's present constituents. 


The African bodies are the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango Church 
of South West Africa, the Evangelical Lutheran Church - Zulu-Xhosa-Swazi 
Region of South Africa, the Lutheran Church of Christ in the Sudan of 
Nigeria, and the Lutheran Church of Uzaramo-Uluguru of Tanganyika. The 
Indian body is the Arcot Lutheran Church. About 217,500 persons are members 
of these churches. EPS, Geneva 


Greek Daily Comments on Russian Orthodox Bid for WCC Membership 


(Athens) - Admission of the Russian Orthodox Church into the World Council 
of Churches would mean that almost all of the Orthodox communions would be 
represented in the ecumenical movement, a leading Greek newspaper has 
commented editorially. | 


The newspaper, Athinaiki, noted that although several Orthodox 
churches have participated in the World Council, the Council has not been 
truly ecumenical because of the absence of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Russian Orthodox Church. "The Vatioan (continues to insist that) unity 
means for it submission of Orthodox and Protestants to the Pope," it com- 
mented. 


However, if the Russian Orthodox Church's application is approved at 
the WCC's Third Assembly in New Delhi, next November, "the (ecumenical 
movement will no longer be an affair concerning primarily Protestant chur- 
ches", it said. 


"A great problem, however, arises on the Orthodox side," the news- 
paper observed. "Orthodoxy should not act in the WCC as a dislocated 
force, but, on the contrary, must present a united front." 


Athinaiki remarked that, until now, the Russian Church "followed 
the work of the WCC from a distance, showing its disapproval of what it 
considered as a Protestant family affair and as a means of camouflage of the 
pursuits of the Western world''. 


In attempting to explain the change in attitude by the Russian 
Orthodox Patriarchate, the newspaper attributed it to "a deliberate and 
well-calculated change of tactic". 
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"The co-existence proclaimed by Nikita Khrushchev is an axiom which 


could not but be adopted by the Church of Russia," it said. "Just as the 


Soviet Union has liberated itself from its fears and is looking for col- 

laboration and better relations with bourgeois peoples, the Russian Church 
in convinced that it can co-exist with Protestant churches in the framework 
of the ecumenical movement." HPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


A Dutch Dominican weekly, De Bazuin, has expressed its criticism of 
the attitude of the Roman Catholic heirarchy in Angola. The newspaper 
protested that "Christianization" is still being confused with "Portugali- 
gation" in Angola, thus permitting conditions to continue there which have 
disappeared in other countries. Tt called upon church authorities in 
Angola to seek a genuine revival, steering a course between modernism and 
integrality. 


* * as 


Dr. Ernesto Schieper, president of the Federation of Lutheran 
Churches of Brazil, told a group in Frankfort-am-Main that his country has 
an urgent need for Lutheran pastors. He noted that a thousand parishes 
and an additional 200 preaching stations are at present being served by only 
200 ministers. There are some 600,000 Lutherans in Brazil, most of them 
of German origin. 


ce ay? a Bag 


The US Army and Air Force are among the heaviest purchasers of films 
and filmstrips produced by the National Council of Churches in the USA. 
Audio-visual materials, ranging in subject matter from pre-marital counsel- 
ling to foreign missions, international church relief and the training of 
youth leaders, have been purchased by the services, according to a recent 
report. 


* * * 


The 236,000-member Christian Reformed Church (USA) has voted to con- 
tinue conversations looking towards merger with the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church and the Protestant Reformed Churches of America. The former has 
9,500 members and the latter about SOG. 


* * * 


Some 15 experts in the field of race relations from the four 
universities in New Zealand have been invited to participate in a seminar 
to be sponsored by the New Zealand National Council of Churches. Also 
taking part will be 15 New Zealand church leaders. The purpose of the 
seminar is to discuss relations of the nation's minority groups including 
the Maoris, its 6,000 Chinese and the inereasing number of immigrants 
from the Pacific islands. 
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The 100th anniversary of L'Osservatore Romano, semi-official 
Vatican newspaper, was commemorated July 1 with a special 64-page edition, 


* EP) Ras 


According to reports received by a Religious News Service corres- 
pondent in Bangkok, Thailand, children who had attended Christian schools 
in areas occupied by Communist-directed Pathet Lao forces in Laos have been 
taken to Hanoi, the capital city of North Vietnam, for political indoctrin- 
ation. Brighter students are being sent to Moscow for more extensive 
training, the reports said. 


* * ¥ 


Rennie's Mill, Hong Kong, site of the concentration of thousands of 
Chinese refugees from the Mainland, will be taken over by the Hong Kong 


government and administered as a resettlement area. Officers of the 
government Resettlement Department have started a census of the area, as the 
basis to plan improvements. A new site within the area will be allotted to 


any family who is dispossessed and the Department will provide assistance in 
moving. 


* * * 


Religious books continue to be published in Hungary, according to a 
report submitted to the recent annual convention in Budapest of the St. 
Stephen Literary Society, century-old Roman Catholic publisher of devotional 
texts. The report includes a long list of new books published last year. 


785; * * 


Dates for the Pan-Orthodox Conference in Rhodes have been set for 
September 24 through October 1. (See EPS No.21.) 


* * % 


Bishop Nikodim, head of the Office of Foreign Relations of the Moscow 
Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church has been named Archbishop of 
Yaroslav and Rostov. Aged 32, Archbishop Nikodim was consecrated bishop 
just last year. Archbishop Nikodim attended the enthronement last week of 
the lLOOth Archbishop of Canterbury, where a young Russian Baptist acted as 
his interpreter. 


oK 
sk 
*K 


It has been reported that Professor Helmut Gollwitzer, a prominent 
Protestant theologian on the faculty of West Berlin's Free University, has 
been proposed by Basel University, Switzerland, to succeed Dr. Karl Barth, 
the noted Swiss theologian, who is expected to retire shortly. 


x * 


CORRECTION: Upon integration of the World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council, a new Commisgion and Division of World 
Mission and itvangelism will be created within the WCC. The word Commission 
was omitted from the title in a story on the proposed integration (page 3) 


of last week's EPS. The editors regret this error. 
{/)) 
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WCC Plans New Social, Economic Aid Programme 


(Geneva) - The "winds of change" sweeping across the world's under-developed 
countries introducing revolutionary new patterns of life, have brought in 
their wake no less pressing demands for revolutionary changes in the tradit- 
ional patterns of church work in these areas. What form these new patterns 
should take has been the subject of an intensive four-year study by the 
World Council of Churches. 


Its answer is a new programme - SASP, the initials standing for 
Specialized Assistance for Social Projects. Its object is to help the 
churches in these countries act more effectively in meeting the demands of 
their new situations. Its effect could regult in radical shifts in pro- 
gramme in the churches! ministry to human need. 


Plans for the programme, which has been authorized by the WCC's Exec- 
utive Committee, were reported here with the announcement that the world body 
is seeking a total of $100,000 each year for the next three years to get it 
under way. 


Essentially what the programme will do is make available the resources 
of technically skilled personnel to churches in these areas to help them 
"think freshly about ways of using their existing resources more effectively". 


N 


— 
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One of these resources, as yet untapped in a majority of the newly- 


emerging nations, is its youth. It is expected that major emphasis will 
be on leadership training and development. At the same time there will be 
pioneer "demonstration projects" - new projects in agriculture, small in- 


dustries and similar programmes. 


The work in each country will be undertaken only at the request of the 
indigenous churches - and the goal will be to provide the necessary traine 
ing for local leaders as quickly as possible so that they can take over and 
the "outside" personnel can be released for service elsewhere. 


Because the needs of each country vary greatly, it is expected that 
the projects will be very different. However, work in each country will 
be preceded by consultation and careful study with local church leaders to 
work out the basic programme. 


The SASP proposal grows out of a four-year study on "Our Common Christ- 
ian Responsibility Toward Areas of Rapid Social Change". Under this pro- 
gramme local studies have already been conducted in India, Japan, Liberia, 
Kenya, the Copper Belt region of Northern Rhodesia, the Cameroons and 
Nigeria. There has also been a series of regional and international con- 
ferences. 


The programme will be operated by the WCC'!s Division of Inter-Churoh 
Aid and Service to Refugees. The plans for SASP were prepared in consul- 
tation by this Division and the Division of Studies, the Division cf 
Ecumenical Action, the International Missionary Council and the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs. SASP will be managed by & com- 
mittee appointed by the Inter-Church Aid Division in consultation with 
these uxrvits. 


The necessity for new types of work was explained by Dr. Robert S. 
Bilheimer, WCC associate general secretary and director of the Division of 
Studies which conducted the ground-work research for SASP. 


During the first half of this century, he said, the millions of dollars 
poured into mission work in these areas went into what church leaders now 
think of as "traditional" types of assistance ~ especially in medicine, 
education and agriculture. While immense contributions to social develop- 
ment in mission work areas were made by these traditional services, he said, 
new forms are now needed. 


Major factors contributing to the new situation, he said, are the dis- 
appearance of the colonial system, the new nationalism and the importance 
of governmental planning for economic development and education in new 
nations, the growth of big cities and industrial centres,and the great 
changes in village life. That the churches must find ways to meet these 
changed conditions was phrased by one SASP study as the necessity for the 
Church to find "new expressions of its great functions", 


The same report noted that "the spirit of nationalism and independence 
in which we rejoice, and the problems of nation building, call upon the 
Church to rethink its prophetic role, and to consider new and relevant ways 
of service". 


Another of the study papers commented: "All of our experience todate 
indicates that while the churches themselves (in areas of rapid social change) 
cannot provide the means for the solution of the great social and economic 
and political problems, true obedience demands that their witness should pro- 
vide signs which point to the fulfilment of God's purpose in the new situation. 

EPS, Geneva 


No. 27 - 14th July, 1961 3 


Wcc Official Stresses Hconomic Gap 


(Philadelphia, Pa.) - The gulf between the world!s "haves" and "have nots" 

is the greatest cause of unrest and will have to be substantially narrowed 

in the interest of international peace, Dr. Leslie BE. Cooke, of Geneva, has 
told a meeting here. 


Dr. Cooke, director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees of the World Council of Churches, addressed 1,500 delegates to the 
biennial General Council of the Congregational Christian Churches. (See p. 4) 


He pictured the world's privileged one-third, virtually confined to 
Western Europe and North America, as having: 17 per cent more food than it 
needs; an average of almost two rooms per person; three-fourths of the 
world's doctors, and an average life span of 68 years. 


By contrast, he said, the remaining two-thirds of the world's people, 
most of them in Asia, Africa and Latin America, have 24 per cent less than 
their food needs; housing that averages five persons to a room; one-fourth 
of the world's doctors and an average life span of 42 years. 


"Three great words - peace, justice and freedom - are always on our 
lips, and are the slogans of politicians and pulpiteers", he added, "hut 
Asians and Africans see the West as wanting them without any disturbance of 
the status quo of their own personal or national standards of living. We 
give of our surpluses, but we do not readily share our privileges. Such 
service may be our escape from acceptance of social responsibility, and it 
could be that such efforts as are now being made will prove too little and 
too late." BPS, Geneva 


Half Million Copies Sold of WCC Study Booklet 


(Geneva) - The best seller in the religious publishing field this year, 
second only to the Bible, is the preparatory study booklet, "Jesus Christ - 
the Light of the World", published py the World Council of Churches for its 
Third Assembly, November 18 ~ December 6, in New Delhi, India. 


More than half a million copies of the 76-page illustrated booklet 
have been sold to date in a total of 33 languages. It is believed the 
figure may rise to close to 1,000,000 by the time the Assembly opens, 


The phenomenal sales are the result of an intensive effort by the WCC 
and its 176 member churches to make Assembly deliberations representative 
of the thinking of members of local congregations. Study groups throughout 
the world, now believed to number in the thousands, have been asked to 
communicate their recommendations based on study and disoussion of the pook- 


let to their official church delegates to the Assembly. 


= 


A preface to the booklet written by Dr. W.A. Visser '!t Hooft, WCC 
general secretary, notes that the churches meeting in New Delhi through their 
chosen delegates have their "real life in the local congregations, in the . 
common worship and the working and living together of individual Christian 
men and women". Christians often ask "how they can play their part in this 
new ecumenical movement of our time", he writes. "Here is one opportunity." 


The book, which takes its title from the theme of the Assembly, includes 
a treatment of the theme and its three sub-themes, Witness, Unity and Service, 
along with eight Bible studies and a section on the World Council called "The 
Local Task in the Total Vision". 
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The largest number of copies has been sold in the WCC's three official 
languages - English, French and German. A total of 320,000 has been sold 
in English; 48,300 in German and 11,500 in French. The English language 
editicn has also been published in Braille. 


Other language editions include: Finnish, Danish, Bengali, Hindi, 
Italian, Thai, Urdu, Sinhalese, Dutch, Oriya, Spanish, Portuguese, Karen, 
Welsh, Tamil, Indonesian, Swedish, Norwegian, Assamese, Gujarati, Kannarese, 
Malayalam, Marathi, Telegu, Polish, Swahili, Chinese, Japanese, Burmese, and 
Greek. Editions in Arabic, Hungarian and Czech will be published within 
the next few months. 


Copies have been sold in more than fifty countries, under auspices of 
member churches, including Hastern HKurope. Five thousand have been sold 
in East Germany and a similar number in Poland. Copies are also on sale in 
Czechoslovakia, The largest number of sales in the English language edition 
has been in the United States - 200,000, followed by Great Britain with 
75,000, Australia with 15,000 and New Zealand with 10,000. A total of 
40,000 has been sold in Germany and about 4,000 in France. Switzerland, 
with a sale of 12,000, has sold the highest number in proportion to the 
number of its congregations. . BPS, Geneva 


United Church of Christ Approves Its Constitution 


(Philadelphia, Pa. ) - The merger of two Protestant denominations with differ- 
ent theological traditions became a reality here when the constituting 
assembly of the United Church of Christ unanimously approved the constitution 
of the new denomination. 


The new 2,000,000-member church, which has actually been in the process 
of formation since 1940, will be the seventh largest Protestant denomination 
in the United States. It represents the union of the Congregational Christ- 
ian and Evangelical and Reformed Churches, themselves the products of a merger 
a generation ago. 


The E & R body is of European origin and is Presbyterian in polity, while 
the Congregational churches are of English and Puritan descent and have main- 
tained the autonomy of the local congregations. The new constitution assures 
the continuance of local autonomy, but establishes representative lines of 
authority for governing national and regional church agencies. 


Delegates elected the Rev. Dr. Ben M. Herbster, 56, for a four-year term 
as the first president of the new body. Dr. Herbster will give up a thirty- 
year pastorate at the Zion Evangelical and Reformed Church, in nearby Norwood, 
to take up the presidency. 


In a formal statement issued after his election, Dr. Herbster said that 
the church has the responsibility "to witness to the world that the ties that 
bind us together as Christians are much stronger than anything that separates 
us. 


"If the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Ree 
formed Church, with all the differences of background, polity and traditions 
could come together and demonstrate such a spirit of unity as is evident here, 
.». there are few,if any, Christian denominations that cannot take such a step", 
he declared. EPS, Geneva 
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Methodist Leader Attacks Australian Primate's Views on WCC 


(Sydney) - A prominent Australian Methodist leader has declared that he 
"gannot recall a single instance" in which the World Council of Churches 
has sought to exercise "control" over its member denominations. 


The Rev. B.R. Wyllie of Sydney, long associated with the Australian 
Council of Churches, made the remark in reply to criticisms made against 
the WCC by the Most Rev. Hugh Rowland Gough, Anglican Archbishcp of Sydney 
and Primate of Australia. 


The primate's presidential address to the New South Wales Provincial 
Synod, which was read in his absence because of illness by the Bishop of 
Armindale, had charged that "there were some who, in spite of repeated 
denials, give the impression by their actions that the World Council is a 
body which controls". 


In reply, Mr. Wyllie, who is a former president of the Methedist Con- 
ference of Australia, noted that the "WCC has affirmed again and again tc 
the churches in every country where the ecumenical movement is established 
that it is not directly concerned with the union of particular denominations". 


"Throughout the Western world, as well as in Asia and Africa, there are 
encouraging signs that the churches are responding to the call of Christ for 
this generation and are considering the possibility of union", he said. 


"Here surely is great cause for thankfulness to Almighty God; but in 
no single case can it be shown that the leaders of these movements toward 
union are acting through, or on behalf of, the WCC. Their inspiration has 
in many cases come directly from their experiences in the fellowship of the 
WCC, but they are acting strictly as Presbyterians, Anglicans, Methodists or 
Congregationalists in the overtures towards union with other denominations", 
he said. 


Noting that he has been associated with groups concerned with the pro- 
posed union of three denominations in Australia, Mr. Wyllie observed: "The 
impression I have gained is not that the churches are afraid of being hurried 
into union by a 'super church!, but rather that union may be delayed so long 
that it will not be easy to recover the evangelistic cpportunities that we 
are now losing." EPS, Geneva 


Austrian Parliament Adopts New Protestant Law 


(Vienna) - The Austrian Parliament has unanimously adopted a new law which 
grants full autonomy to the Evangelical Church in Austria and gives it the 
same legal status as other churches in the country. 


The new law, which supersedes the Protestant Charter of 1861, is the 
outcome of efforts carried on by the Evangelical Church since 1921 to place 
its relations with the State on a proper legal basis. 


Under the terms of the law, the church is guaranteed the right to raise 
funds from among its members, and to spend them as it wishes. It is further 
guaranteed the right to form ecumenical contacts and tc participate as a 
member of the World Council of Churches or other ecumenical bodies. 


The law also assures protection for the property, ministry and office- 
holders of the church. Moreover, it agrees that any laws or ordinances 
affecting the legal status of the church shall first be presented tc it fcr 
approval. 
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The law further provides that the church will receive an annual subsidy 
from the State in compensation for the claims of which it was deprived under 
National Socialism. At present, this amounts to 6,500,000 Austrian shillings 
(more than US$ 215,000) a vear. 


Describing the new act as "a model settlement for contemporary relations 
between Church and State", Hvangslical Bishop Gerhard May of Vienna, partic- 
ularly noted that the law supports the church's right to participate in the 
ecumenical movement. "This is something completely new", he said. tee 
the first time that the ecumenical movement has been mentioned in any law 
passed in a European country." 


On the one hand, it recognizes that the Evangelical Church is a member 


of world-wide Protestantism, he noted. On the other, it may represent the 
beginning of ecumenical legislation. "This means that the law has an 
importance which extends far beyond the boundaries of the Austrian churches", 
Bishop May remarked. BPS, Geneva 


Swiss Churches Discuss Proposed Change in WCC Basis 


(Zurich) - Delegates of the Swiss Protestant Federation to the Third Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi, next November, will not be 
instructed about how they should vote on the proposed change in the World 
Council's Basis. 


A recent Federation meeting made the decision when it voted against a 
motion proposing that delegates be instructed to abstain from voting on the 
issue. 


However, the Federation urged that their delegates make it clear to the 
Assembly that continued membership of the Swiss churches in the WCC, should 
the new Basis be adopted, would not imply a modification of the Swiss churches! 
doctrinal position. 


Earlier in a poll on the Basis proposal to which 17 of the Federation's 
22 member churches replied, 11 voted in favour of the change, five rejected 
it and one gave a "conditional yes". 


The discussion is a continuation of a debate which began in the Swiss 
churches when the Basis was first adopted and has been exrrind on with in- 
creasing fervour since then, It centres around the concern of the churches 
that approval of the proposed new Basis would jeopardize the Swiss churches! 
constitution which states that they are not identified with any particular 
doctrine. They fear that membership in the World Council, if the new Basis 
is adopted, would infringe this freedom. 


The present Basis for membership is based upon acceptance of "our Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour". The new Basis, which proponents say would 
only make explicit what has always been implicit in the present Basis, would 
declare: "The World Council is a fellowship of churches which confess the 
Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and there- 
fore seek to fulfill together their common calling to the glory of the one 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit". EPS, Geneva 
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Vatican Council Seen as Aid to Christian Unity 


(New York) - The forthcoming Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council will put 
"the whole Church on a vast spiritual retreat" and promises to have a pro- 
found effect on the movement for Christian unity. 


This prediction was made at a press conference here by the Rev. Thomas 
F. Stransky, C.S.P., an American priest on the permanent staff of the 
Vatican's Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


Father Stransky said that at the present stage of the drive for unity, 
"this internal reform of the church is the greatest service it can render 
to the ecumenical movement", He stressed that Pope John!s decision to 
call the council shows that the church is conscious of its imperfections 
on the human side. He said the council will help to clear the way for 
unity by clarifying the church's own image both to Catholics and non-Catholics. 


The creation of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity means that 
non-Catholics who want to communicate with the Vatican now have "a place to 
go", he said, Correspondingly, the creation of the World Council of Churches 
has made it easier for Catholics to communicate with many Christians outside 
their communion. 


Pointing out that the union of the churches may seem impossible if the 
problem is viewed purely on the logical, theoretical and intellectual levels, 
Father Stransky added: "But we are dealing with human persons filled with 
erace. We work not on the unstable ground of abstract human possibilities, 
but on the solid, immoveable base of the power of God. 


"The fact of a division among Christians is, in one way or another, the 
fault of both us and our separated brethren, at least in so far as we lack a 
truly living and personal faith, a profound hope and confidence, a sincere 
charity, and a life according to the example which Christ has given us. If 
we wish to promote Christian unity, we must pardon each other our mutual 
faults, pray together for the unity of Christ's Church, and, above all, 
always humbly place all our hopes in God. For it is God's economy of sal- 
vation, God's Kingdom, God's power and glory for ever and ever." 

EPS, Geneva 


Greek Bishops to Attend WCC New Delhi Assembly 


(Athens) - The Synod of the Orthodox Church of Greece has reversed an earlier 
decision and has decided to send several metropolitans, bishops and other 
clergy as its representatives to the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in New Delhi, India, next November. 


In 1957, the Synod had agreed that the Orthodox Church would be repres- 
ented at future WCC gatherings only by lay theologians and not by members of 
the clergy. This decision aroused considerable discussion at the time. 
(See EPS No. 24, 1957) 


The Synod!s latest action has been regarded in the Greek press as a sign 
that the Orthodox Church was placing fresh confidence in the World Council 
and its aims. The Athens daily, Ethnos, observed that the decision is also 
a consequence of "the official application for membership sent to the WCC" 
by the Church of Russia. 


The Greek Church's delegation will include the Metropolitans of Edessa, 


Mytilene, Drama and Kythera, the Bishop of Achaea, Archimandrite Kotsonis, 


and 10 university professors, EPS, Geneva 


“ : 
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Ethiopian Orthodox Betablish Theological College 


(Addis Ababa) - A new theological college has been established here with 
the approval of Emperor Haile Selassie to provide education at the univer- 
sity level for the clergy of the Ethiopian Church. 


The new institution, known as the Theological College of the Holy 
Trinity, is being headed by Bishop Terenig Poladian of the Armenian Holy 
Apostolic Church, who formerly served for ll years as dean of the Armenian 
Theological Seminary in Beirut, Lebanon. 


Bishop Poladian, who has represented his church at numerous ¢cumenical 
gatherings, said in his inavgural address that students of the college and 
its affiliated institutions will be carefully chosen from all parts of 
Ethiopia. "The quality rather than the quantity will be stressed", he 
declared, "for it is much better to prepare a small band of learned clergy- 
men who can open new realms of truth and power, than have big groups of 
them lacking dynamism, insight, perseverance and profundity". 


Elementary and secondary schools, as well as a teachers! training 
institute, are presently affiliated with the college. The new institution 
itself will offer a four-year course in religious, Biblical and philosophical 
studies. EPS, Geneva 


Edinburgh Presbytery Votes Against Visit to Pope 


(Edinburgh) - The Edinburgh Presbytery has voted against the Moderator of 
the Church of Scotland, the Rov. Dr. A.C. Craig, paying a courtesy call on 
‘the Pope when he visits Rome early next year. 


The denomination's last General Assembly had authorized its interchurch 
relations committee, in cooperation with the General Administration Com- 
mittee and Colonial and Continental Committee, to study the advisability of 
such a visit. 


However, in presenting the motion to the Edinburgh Presbytery, the Rev. 
J. Blair Gillon reported that he had been informed that if the visit were 
made some members would leave the church and attach themselves to another 
denomination whose attitude would be more in keeping with the Scottish 
Protestant tradition. The motion was carried by a vote of 90 to 79. 


The Presbytery of Glasgow, the largest in the Church of Scotland, 
earlier voted against the visit until the presbyteries had voiced their 
feelings about the matter. The Presbytery of Inverness has also voiced 
its opposition to the proposal. It is now believed likely that the visit 
will not take place, although actions of the presbyteries are not binding 
upon the moderator. EPS, Geneva 


LWF Sets Up Liaison Service for Underdeveloped Countries 


(Geneva) - The Lutheran World Federation is planning to establish a liaison 
service in an effort to increase its assistance to the underdeveloped 
countries of Asia and Africa. This new service, which will be organized 
by LWF's Departments on World Mission and World Service, will advise young 
churches in these areas of their social and economic responsibilities and 
will pass on their requests for financial aid to various relief organi- 
gations. 
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The joint committee for this new programme will consist of two repres- 
entatives of the Department of World Mission and two from the Department of 
World Service. It will be directed by the Federation's general secretary. 

EPS, Geneva 


Rumanian Orthodox Church Will Seek WCC Membership 


(Geneva) -~ The Rumanian Orthodox Church will apply for membership in the 
World Council of Churches, it has been announced in Geneva by Metropolitan 
Justin of Moldavia on behalf of His Beatitude Patriarch Justinin of Bucharest. 


Metropolitan Justin and four other Orthodox leaders are in this city on 
an official five-day visit to World Council headquarters, en route home from 
the recent enthronement of the new Archbishop of Canterbury in England. 


The Rumanian leader said that the application is being made because his 
church is eager to take a more active role in the ecumenical movement. 


The application will be acted upon by the World Council's Third Assembly 
in New Delhi, November 18 —- December 6, along with the applications for 
membership of the Russian Orthodox Church and approximately eight churches 
in other parts of the world. A two-thirds vote of member churches present 
is required to approve the application. 


The Orthodox Church in Rumania represents an estimated 72 per cent of 
the country's 16,000,000 population. If the application is approved, the 
church will be the fourth Rumanian church in the WCC. Now members are the 
Hungarian Lutheran Church in Rumania, the Protestant Evangelical Church of 
the Augsburgian Confession and the Transylvanian Reformed Church. 


Others in the party visiting the WCC are His Eminence Maximcs, Metro- 
politan of Sardis, representing the Ecumenical Patriarch; His Eminence 
Joseph, Metropolitan of Varna and Preslav of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria, 
Professor Moisescu of the Rumanian Church and Deacon Gabriel of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


It is the first official visit of Bulgarian and Rumanian Orthodox 
leaders to the WCC and according to the Rev. Francis House, WCC associate 
general secretary, is "an important stage in strengthening the ties which 
unite the Orthodox world with the World Council". Mr. House recently made 
a three weeks! visit to Bulgaria and Rumania. 


Metropolitan Maximos, speaking on behalf of the Hcumenical Patriarch, 
said that the Orthodox leader has consistently sought increased and fruitful 
eontacts between the ‘/orld Council and Orthodox churches. 


He announced that the World Council will be invited to send observers 
to the Pan-Orthodox meeting in September on the Island of Rhodes. Similar 
invitations will also be sent to non-Orthodox churches in the East, including 
the Coptic, Ethiopian, the Jacobite and Armenian, and also to the Anglican 
and Old Catholic churches, he said. Metropolitan Maximos is chairman of 
the Pan-Christian (Ecumenical) Committee of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


Metropolitan Joseph brought greetings to the World Council on behalf 
of His Holiness Patriarch Cyril of Bulgaria and assured WCC leaders of his 
church's "warm feelings of friendship and confidence" in the WCC and of its 


prayers for its work. He said his church will send nbservers to the WCC!'s 
Assembly, 
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During their visit the Orthodox leaders are also meeting with leaders 
of various other international Christian organizations headquartered here, 
including the World Presbyterian Alliance, the Lutheran World Federation, 
the YMCA, the YWCA, and the World Student Christian Federation. 

EPS, Geneva 


Authorities Ban Kirchentag Meetings in Kast Berlin 


(Berlin) ~ The Bast German chief of police has announced that "in order to 
ensure peace and order" he will not permit any sessions of the 10th biennial 
Kirchentag - or German Church Day Congress - to be held in the Eastern 
Sector of Berlin. 


Kirchentag officials announced immediately that they would confer with 
Bast Berlin authorities on the ruling. The Kirchentag opens Wednesday. 


It had been planned to have several church services, as well as dis- 
cussion groups, exhibitions, a children's "Kirchentag", choir and organ 
concerts, and various other events in East Berlin. 


The announcement by the Hast German authorities did not make it clear 
whether the worship services or other meetings to be held in church build- 
ings were among the events to be banned. It seemed certain, however, that 
gatherings in other places would not be permitted. 


The East German Railways previously announced that it would not permit 
special trains that would have travelled through the Hast Zone to take West 
Germans to the Kirchentag. 


However, Kirchentag officials said the action would not hamper the 
flow of West Germans to Berlin since 150 buses and 23 chartered planes 
would carry participants to the Congress. 


The railway'!s decision against the special trains appeared to contra- 
dict an earlier statement by Hans Seigewasser, Hast German secretary of 
state for chursoh affairs, who said it was not in his government's interest 
to "make difficulties" for West Germans in transit to Berlin. (See EPS 
No. 18) EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Fry, Bishop Manikam Barred from Hast Germany 


(Berlin) - Two officials of the Lutheran World Federation were refused 
entry visas by East German authorities when they sought to enter the gone 
after attending a meeting of the LWF executive committee in Warsaw, Poland. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, LWF president and chairman of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, had sought to visit Griefswald 
where he had been invited to preach by Bishop Friedrich W. Krummacher, 
chairman of the Hast German Evangelical Bishops! Conference. 


Bishop Rajah J. Manikam of Tranquebar, India, one of the three vice- 
presidents of the LWF executive committee, was also denied permission to 
enter the zone. He had sought to go to Halle-an-der-Saale where he was 
to have received an honorary degree of doctor of theology. EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


Bishop Otto Dibelius has expressed regret on behalf of Berlin Protest- 
ants over the Vatican's decision to transfer Julius Cardinal Doepfner from 
the Berlin to the Munich Diocese. Bishop Dibelius noted that during 
Cardinal Dopefner's 10 years in the city, they had maintained close relations 
based: upon mutual respect and tolerance. Cardinal Doepfner, 47, is. the . 
youngest member of the College of Cardinals, and is a member. of the Central 
Commission for the Preparation of the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council. 


eRe aet 7 


. A new law will be drafted shortly in Indonesia making it a crime to 
take actions aimed at undermining religion, according to a report by the 
Far East News Service. The Service quoted a government official who said 
that. whereas the constitution provides freedom of religion, it does not 
provide freedom to act against religion. 


42 hy acon ee 


The motion picture "Question Seven" produced by a US Lutheran-sponsored 
association has been awarded the Berlin Festival Prize of the International 
Catholic Film Office. The film depicts present-day pressures against a 
Protestant minister and his son in Hast Germany. The film was produced by 
Louis de Rochemont Associates for Lutheran Film Associates, New York. 


se 0 BE 9 spas 
The theme "Christ Today" has been chosen for the Fourth Assembly of the 


Lutheran World Federation, tovbe held July 50 to August 11, 1963, in Helsinki, 
Finland. 


nh areal A a hg 


A decision to apply for membership in the World Council of Churches has 
been made by the 36,000-member Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church of. America, 
popularly known as the Suomi Synod. Delegates to the church!s recent annual 
convention voted 138 to 47 in favour of the step. The Finnish body will 
merge organically next year with the American Evangelical, Augustana. and 
United Lutheran churches, all three of which are WCC members, into a new 
denomination to be called the Lutheran Church in America. 


%* % * 


Fifty years of Christian witness in Viet-Nam were commemorated in 
special ceremonies held recently in Saigon by the National Vietnamese Evan- 
gelical Church. Work in the country was started in 1911 by the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance. In 1942 the church was officially recognized by 
the government and today it is completely self-governing and self-supporting. 
In addition to numerous programmes, it supports 100 tribal congregations in 
outlying mountainous areas, 


¥ % 
Students at the Anglican theological college in Vancouver have formed 
a group of "shock troops" to serve the Church"at any time, in any place, 
and in any way", Highteen students have already enlisted in the movement, 
which is called RFA - "Ready For Anything". They have urged other theo- 
logical colleges in Canada to form similar groups. 


Cag ees * 


= 


No. 27 - 14th July, 1961 Se aR 


The Madrid Radio has reported that 59 more Spanish priests and nuns 
are bound for Spain after being expelled from cuba, The first contingent 
of 300 reached Corunna at the end of June,. Among them was a group of 
enclosed nuns who had not left their convents for 40 years. 2 


a 


Dr. Nobushige Ukai, an dntornationally-recognized authority On GON 
stitutional law, has been appointed president of the International Christian 
University in Japan. He succeeds Dr. Hachiro Yuasa, first president of the 
school who is retiring after a decade of service, 3 


* % * 


Ralph C. Young of Toronto, Canada, has been named to succeed the Rev. 
Hans-Ruedi Weber as executive secretary of the Department on the Laity of 
the World Council of Churches. Mr. Young, whose appointment becomes an 
effective November 1, has served as head of men's work for the United Church 


of Canada for the last 10 years. “Mr. Weber will become associate director 
of the WCC 's Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near Geneva. 


nw nV 


. K Centre of Ecumenical Studies will be opened at St. Michael's College 
in Toronto next Fall, The centre, which will foster studies in Christian 
unity; will be headed by the Rev. Gregory Baum, a Basilian priest who is the 
youngest member and only Canadian on the Vatican's Secretariat for Promoting 


Christian Unity. 


Ne 


An ecumenical study group has been established on the Island of 
Mauritius. Tt includes Anglicans, Presbyterians, Congregationalists ana 
Lutherans, who are studying the eight Bible studies prepared for the nad. 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which will be held in New Delhi, 
India, from November 18 ~ December 6 ati Mee 

¥ xX * 


Ciovanni Radice; an English teacher in the secondary. school, at 
Benevento, Italy, has been barred from teaching in Italian state schools 
for two years because he read and explained certain passages in "Paradise 


Lost" by Protestant poet John Milton. The Milan section of the Society 
for Religious Liberty in Italy has protested against this "persecution by 


the administration for religious motives". EPS, Geneva 
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Papal Encyclical Appeals for Help to Underdeveloped Nations 


(Vatican City) - Pope John XXIII has declared that "the biggest problem of 
modern times" is to help underdeveloped nations rise from their "permanent 
state of poverty, misery and hunger", while still respecting their politi- 
cal and national rights. 


In a far-reaching 25,000-word encyclical examining the social and 
economic problems of the age, the Pope noted that "the solidarity which 
binds all men and makes them members of the same family" imposes upon 
nations which enjoy abundance of material goods the responsibility to aid 
those countries whose citizens "lack even the elementary rights of the 
human person", 


But, he warned, the economically developed political communities have 
to struggle against the temptation to profit from their technical and 
financial cooperation so as to influence the political situation of the 
less developed countries with a view to bringing about plans of world 
domination. 


"If this takes place", he continued, "it must be explicitly declared 
that it would be a new form of colonialism, which, however cleverly dis- 
guised, would not for all that be less blameworthy than that from which 
many peoples have recently escaped..." 
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The encyclical - to be known as "Mater et Magistra" (Mother and 
Teacher) ~ was dated May 15, 1961, the 70th anniversary of the encyclical 
"Rerum Novarum" (Of New Things), which was issued by Pope Leo XIII in 1891 
to examine the condition of the working classes. 


The Pope's discussion of aid to underdeveloped countries is similar 
in spirit to the findings of a consultation on European responsibility to 
Asia and Africa, which was held in Denmark, in 1958, under the auspices of 
the World Council of Churches. At that time, the consultants urged sensi- 
tivity to the claims of the emerging nations, and recommended that economic 
aid should generally be on an international and multilateral basis. 


The new encyclical - the longest in Roman Catholic history - condemned 
communism because "experience has shown that where the personal initiative 
of citizens is missing, there is political tyranny". However, it urged 
the acceptance of socialization and welfare state programmes provided that 
"negative aspects" are removed. 


The Pope further affirmed the right of workers to a "just and equit- 
able wage" which would permit them to support their families in dignity 
and to save. He also encouraged industry to allow workers to have a 
greater voice at all levels of their operations. 


Expressing great concern over the flight from the rural areas, the 
Pope called for the development of harmonious economic systems that ensure 
agricultural communities are not left behind those of urban areas, He 
also supported price protection for agricultural products, and the estab- 
lishment of farm cooperatives which could also take part in political 
movements. 


In other matters, the Pope opposed birth control and contended that 
the theory that world population is growing too fast in comparison with 
the increase of food production is false. 


He further called for renewed scientific and technical endeavours to 
extend man's dominion over nature, but he deplored the use of science and 
technology to provide "terrible instruments of ruin and death". 


In the United States, immediate reaction on the part of Protestants 
was generally favourable to the message of the encyclical, although they 
took exception to the Pope's position on birth control. 


The Rev. Truman B. Douglass, executive vice-president of the Board of 
Home Missions of the Congregational Christian Churches, remarked, "It is 
regrettable that Pope John should so courageously have demanded all-out 
aid for underdeveloped nations, then denied them succour for one of their 
most acute problems, population control". 


Dr. Douglass and the Rt. Rev. James A. Pike, Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop of California, both indicated that thoughtful Protestants can 
readily approve other sections of the document, 


"It is interesting to speculate how the encyclical would have been 
received by members of the House Committee on Un-American Activities and 
the John Birch Society if it had been issued by the National Council of 
Churches (USA)", Dr. Douglass remarked. 


"Fortunately", he added, "His Holiness is not likely to be accused 
of being a fellow-traveller", EPS, Geneva 
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US Methodist Students Issue Statement 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - The National Conference of the Methodist Student 
Movement (USA) has called for the termination of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, urged the United States to "cease unilaterally 
blocking the admission" of the People's Republic of China into the United 
Nations, and opposed federal aid to parochial schools. 


The conference also went on record in favour of universal disarmament, 
and registered strong opposition to racial discrimination. It declared: 
"All persons in the church (should be urged) to speak out and to lend their 
fullest support to all movements toward integration within the structures 
of the church at all levels and in all related institutions". 


The conference, the policy-making body of the Methodist Student Move- 
ment, was attended by about 80 top students and adult MSM leaders. The 
MSM includes Wesley Foundations and similar Methodist student centres at 
most of the nation's state and independent schools and other MSM groups at 
Methodist colleges and universities. 


Practices of the House Un-American Activities Committee "are not in 
keeping with a democratic ideal which promises to protect the rights and 
liberties of the individual", the conference said. "The approach of any 
investigating committee which incriminates and tends to establish the guilt 
of a suspect in the public eye without trial is in violation of our system 
of justice in which innocence is assumed until guilt is proven." 


In reference to the admission of Ghins into the UN, the student 


conference said that the US should allow discussion of the question to 


take place in the UN General Assembly. "We recognize the UN as the rep- 
resentative body of the nations of the world and the need for including 

in this body all nations in its work toward peace", it declared. VED 
light of this realization a critical re-examination of the policy of diplo- 
matic recognition on the part of the US, in reference particularly to 
Communist China, is imperative. The membership of Communist China in the 
UN would open the way for communication". . 


Though the conference opposed federal aid to parochial schools, it 
favoured it for "public primary and sesondary school systems". "In the 
realm of higher education", the group added, "the case is slightly differ- 
ent. We believe that support in the form of loans for building and grants 
for research is justifiable so long as the standards of the institutions 
meet the requirement of the various accrediting agencies and are open to 
public attendance," EPS, Geneva 


Norway Considering Peace Corps 


(Oslo) - The Norwegian Government is giving serious consideration to a 
proposal by a special private committee for the establishment of a peace 
corps as soon as possible, along the lines of the US programme. 


This, it is suggested, would be part of an expanded technical assist- 
ance programme recommended earlier by a special commission headed by Hans 
Enger, formerly Norway's Permanent Delegate to the United Nations and 
currently Under-Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 


While the corps would work closely with Norwegian technical assist- 
ance projects, the committee suggested the UN should create a special 
peace corps to coordinate all the work in this field fo as to remove any 
suggestion of national bias. EPS, Geneva 
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United Church of Christ Approves Unity Invitation 


(Philadelphia) - The General Synod of the United Church of Christ has 
agreed to accept an invitation to enter into unity discussions with the 
Protestant Episcopal, Methodist and United Presbyterian churches in the 
United States. 


The.recent United Presbyterian General Assembly asked the Episcopal- 
ians to join it in inviting the other two bodies to negotiate a plan of 
union. The four-way merger proposal was originally made by Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church. 


While the Protestant Episcopal Church cannot act on the Presbyterian 
proposal until its meeting in Detroit next all, the United Church synod 
approved a resolution to respond affirmatively "if and when" the invitation 
is received. 


In the meantime, the Council on Christian Unity of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) has expressed satisfaction over a move that 
will enable the United Church to enter into discussions looking toward 
possible union rith the Disciples. 


William Jackson Jarman, president of the Disciples! Council on 
Christian Unity, said a representative committee stands ready to begin 
merger discussions in September. He made the statement after the United 
Church synod directed its Commission on Christian Unity and Ecumenical 
Study to begin conversations with the Christian Churches "at the earliest 
mutually convenient time". EPS, Geneva 


YMCA "Parliament" Told Youth Affected by World Changes 


(Geneva) - The effect of social changes in the present period of "world 
revolution and global convulsion" is most clearly evident among young 
people, a "parliament" representing 5,000,000 youth in 80 countries was 
told at its opening eession here. 


This appraisal was made by C.1. Itty, associate secretary of the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches, to the 200 delegates from 70 
countries attending the World Council of the YMCA at the Palais Wilson. 


In Asia, Africa and Latin America, youth stood between two worlds, 
the result often being confusion, frustration and lack of direction, Mr. 
Itty said. Already half the population of these continents was under 19 
years of age, and rapidly increasing population meant that these continents 
were "fast emerging as a world of youth", 


Therefore, a drastic appraisal of the entire programme and structure 
of the YMCA is needed in these areas, Mr. Itty told the delegates, who 
will be discussing the direction in which the organization should move 
during the next four-year period. 


Pointing out that in Burope and North America the vast social changes 
could most clearly be seen in the life and thinking of the younger gener- 
ation, he remarked: "The youth of today live in a completely new world of 
ideas, values and style of life. They are people who are concerned about 
the immediate and the concrete; they have little interest in distant goals 
and abstract ideas and ideologies,'! 
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Modern man was hardly interested in traditional theological questions, 
He was asking "What is man?" rather than "Who is God?". The YMCA, said 
Mr. Itty, should address the Gospel relevantly and meaningfully to these 
apparently secular questions of modern man. 


"We need to understand the event in Christ as a secular event. What 
is needed is to desacrilize the Church, de-regionalize Christianity and 
affirm Christianity as a secular movement. What is required at the present 
time is not a rediscovery cf the 'religious! character of the YMCA, but a 
reaffirmation of the truly secular character of the YMCA, as a movement of 
the people of God, in the world and for the world." 


Mr. Itty added that youth would "definitely bring their revolutionary 
contributions" to the unity, mission and service of the world-wide Church. 
"One of the most fascinating features of the present period is the desire 


and the deep concern of youth to serve the world in need. such creative 
trends need to be fostered and channelled by Christian organizations such 
as the YMCA," EPS, Geneva 


Controversy Arises Over Successor to Karl Barth 


(Basel) - Dr. Karl Barth, the noted Swiss theologian, has agreed to con- 
tinue lecturing on a limited basis at the University of Basel because the 
institution has not yet appointed his successor to the chair of systematic 
theology. 


The university's Theological Faculty previously proposed that Dr. 
Helmut Gollwitzer of the Free University of West Berlin, and a former 
student of Barth, be appointed to the post. However, the Educational 
Council of the Basel-City Canton and the university trustees have not yet 
issued a formal call to the German theologian, since his nomination has | 
aroused violent controversy in the Swiss press and in the Synod of Basel- | 
City. | 

Dr. Gollwitzer has been represented as a "pro-Communist theologian! | 
whose views could destroy confidence in the basic rights of the Swiss | 
state, by both the Neue Ziircher Zeitung, the leading Zurich daily, and 
the weekly, Weltwoche, 


While the latter granted that Dr. Gollwitzer had taken a courageous 
stand during the Nagi era, it maintained that "the fruitless discussions 
about nuclear armaments" had turned his love of peace "into an aggressive 
pacifism and anti-militarism" which are favourable to Eastern propaganda. 


However, the Kirchenblatt fiir die reformierte Schweiz, official publi- 
cation of the Swiss Reformed Church, protested against "the unscrupulous 
manner in which people with no understanding of the question try to influ- 
ence the choice of a university professor by shouting political slogans", 
and against "mean insinuations about a teacher whose work has hitherto 
been outstanding". : 


The newspaper noted that Dr. Gollwitzer has discovered "a new under- 
standing of the Gospel as the power of God", and that his teaching capa- 
bilities make "him the right man to introduce theological students to their 
task of preaching the Christian Gospel". 


Only two members of the Church Council of the Basel-City Synod are 
opposed to Dr. Gollwitzer's appointment, and theological students at the ; 
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university have drawn up a statement affirming that even his political 
opponents usually admit that he has "assumed his Christian responsibility 
in an exemplary manner", 


The students insisted that authorities should have confidence in the 
critical judgment of the students in their relationships with "such an 
eminent and dynamic teacher", who has remained a sound theologian and has 
sought to relate Christian faith to the problems of life. EPS, Geneva 


Indonesian Cleric Cites Church Gains in Asia 


(New York) - The spirit of Christianity is "more alive in the younger 
countries of Asia where Christianity ig a minority religion" than it is 
in Europe, a former teacher at the Djakarta Theological Seminary said here. 


The Rev. Iegan Pouw, who has worked for the last year for the United 
Presbyterian Commission of Ecumenical Mission and Relations, made the 
remark in an interview following his guest sermon at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Brooklyn, 


Dr. Pouw contended that present-day Europe "is in a post-Christian 
era", while Asia and Africa are in a "pre-Christian situation". 


Christianity is strongest - "not in numbers but in quality" - in 
Japan, he said, adding that the churches of Indonesia, the Philippines and 
India are the next strongest in Asia. 


"In Indonesia today, barely three percent of the population are 
Christians, but the situation offers a great opportunity", he said. "All 
these young countries are going through a revolution, searching for a new 
Spiritual basis on which to achieve unity." 


While he noted that the church in China had "undergone a test by fire" 
since the Communists have ruled the mainland, Dr, Pouw remarked: "As far 
as we know, there is still a hard core of true believers inside China, 
although all nominal followers have fallen orf. We don't know how long 
this hard core will hold out," EPS, Geneva 


Israeli Government Pledges Protection for Church 


(Jerusalem) - The United States Consul General here has received assurances 
that two American missionaries of the Church of Christ would be given the 
necessary police protection to permit them to carry on religious activities 
at their tiny brick church in the former Greek colony of the city. 


S.B. Yeshaya, the Jerusalem District Commissioner, made the pledge to 
US Consul General Eric Wendelin after receiving complaints that groups of 
Jews had been hurling stones and otherwise disrupting services of the 34- 
member congregation since April 5. 


The two American missionaries, Ernest 0. Stewart and Ralph T. Henley, 
cancelled further services on July 5, after bits of flying glass scattered 
throughout the congregation during a mid-week service. 


A New York Times report linked the incident to anti-Christian feelings 
which repertedly have been on the rise during the Kichmann trial. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Protestants Hopeful Under New Dominican Régime 


(New York) - The assasination of Generalissimo Rafael Trujillo has meant 
little change as yet for the small but active Evangelical Church of the 
Dominican Republic, according to a report issued here after the visit of 
a Methodist mission leader to the country. 


The report was made by Dr. Evelyn Berry, New York, executive secretary 
for educational work of the Women's Division of Christian Service, of the 
Methodist Board of Missions. She recently spent four days in the Republic 
visiting churches and conferring with church leaders. 


Some leaders of the church are cautiously hopeful, she reported, that 
under the régime of President Joaquin Balaguer the Evangelical Church 
will be freer to speak and act in new areas, especially those of social 
concern, 


Dr, Berry reported that while most leaders of the minority church 
are waiting to see what the future will bring, their waiting is "orounded 
in hope", She said they were particularly encouraged by the movements. 
toward freer trade and the apparent efforts of the government to re- 
establish relations with other Western Hemisphere nations. She said 
they were hopeful that the church will be freer to act and speak out on 
social concerns, especially if President Balaguer is able to hold to his 
announced policy of permitting public opposition to the government, a 
right not permitted under the Trujillo dictatorship. 


She reported that the church is engaged in a major church extension 
programme, including plans for three new churches, and that several young 
men are in training for the ministry. The church has a membership of 
4,000 and a constituency of 7,000. US churches which work with it and 
help provide financial support, in addition to the Methodist, are the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church and the Moravian Church in America. EPS, Geneva 


First Pan-Orthodox Meeting in Thirty Years 


(Geneva) ~ Plans for a meeting of Orthodox leaders, the first of its kind 
in over thirty years, have been announced by His Eminence Maximos, Metro- 
politan of Sardes, head of the Pan-Orthodox (ecumenical) Department of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. The meeting will be held 
September 24 - October 1, on the Island of Rhodes, Greece. 


Speaking on behalf of the Ecumenical Patriarch, the "first among 
equals" of leaders of Eastern Orthodoxy, the Metropolitan discussed the 
plans at a press conference held under auspices of the World Councerd cf 
Churches, He was on an official five-day visit to headquarters of the 
world body en route home from the enthronement of the new Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 


Metropolitan Maximos said that relations with other churches will be 
one of the questions cn the agenda for the meeting. He said Orthodox 
churches have had increasingly good relations with the World Council and 
many of its member churches, particularly the Old Catholic and Anglican, 
and that he hoped that all the autocephalous Orthodox churches now outside 
the WCC would soon be members. 
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Asked about Orthodox relations with the Roman Catholic Church, he said 
Orthodox leaders will follow proceedings of the Second Vatican Ecumenical 
Council with interest as dealing with internal matters, "as we would of any 
sister church". 


He outlined a wide range of agenda items of the Rhcdes meeting in- 
cluding: faith and doctrine, work towards a common Orthodox confession of 
faith, a possible new translation of the Bible and the preparation of stucy 
material for popular use, the participation of the laity in the liturgical 
life of the church and the development of monastic life of the church. 


He said particular attention will be given to the task of the Orthodox 
witness in cultural and social questions. Also under discussion will be 
ethical questions such as euthanasia, cremation, birth control and family 
planning, marriage and family life, and the question of divorce. Delegates 
will also discuss Orthodox work in "mission lands" and the possibility of 
the publication of a world-wide Orthodox periodical. 


A total of 130 persons is expected to attend. Delegates in addition 
to those from the Ecumenical Patriarchate are expected to be present from 
the following Patriarchates: Alexandria, Jerusalem, Antioch, Moscow, Yugo- 
slavia, Rumania, Bulgaria; autocephalous churches in Greece, Cyprus and 
Poland; and autonomous churches in Czechoslovakia, La* via and Finland. 


Observers will also be invited from other Eastern churches inc,uding 
the Coptic, Ethiopian, the Jacobite and Armenian and also from the Anglican 
and Old Catholic Churches, and the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches. 


The Rhodes meeting will be the first in a series of three and its 
major task will be the preparation of study material for the churches and 
of an agenda for the second meeting. Delegates will not discuss the sub- 
stance of agenda issues. This will be done by the second meeting ~ the 
Pro-Synod (or preparatory Synod). The third in the series will be the 
Synod which will be attended by the heads of the churches as well as by 
other Orthodox leaders and will make decisions on the issues. The 
Metropolitan said it is impossible at this stage to say when these other 
two meetings will be held. 


A meeting similar to the Rhodes meeting was last held in 1930 at the 
famous monastic centre at Mt. Athos, Greece, as the first in a proposed 
three-meeting series. However, world events made completion of the 
process impossible. EPS, Geneva 


US Catholic Bishop Cites Need for Unity of Love 


(Maynooth, Ireland) - Catholics and Protestants must demonstrate a unity 
of love even though there is no unity of faith, a leading US Catholic 
bishop told a seminar on Christian Unity sponsored by the Maynooth Union 
summer School at St. Patrick!s College here. 


Bishop John J. Wright of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, a member of the 
Theological Commission of the forthcoming Second Vatican Ecumenical : 


Council, said this unity could express itself in common efforts on the 
social, cultural, economic and political planes. 


a 
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However, Bishop Wright told an audience of priests from the United 
States, Australia, England and Ireland that sociological and historical 
obstacles - as well as religious ones - make it unlikely that Protestant 
groups can be brought into corporate unity with Rome. 


But he noted that there were Protestant areas of "sympathy, admiration 
and imitation" in regard to the Catholic Church. He said such sentiments 
seemed to centre chiefly on the liturgy, the unity of Catholics in the 
profession of faith, and the clear and special loyalty that Catholics mani- 
fest in matters of marriage, education and church attendance, 


Msgr. J. Hoefer, Counsellor to the West German Ekmbassy to the Vatican, 
told the seminar that Nazi persecution during World War II and a desire to 
make reparations for the wrongs inflicted in the name of Germany had 
brought Protestants and Catholics closer together in his country. 


Msgr. Hoefer, who also is a member of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, said this has resulted in more earnest discuss- 
ions and better understanding between the two groups as well as closer ce- 
operation in social and political areas, EPS, Geneva 


Thousands Arrive in West Berlin for Kirchentag Opening 


(Berlin) - Thousands of West German Protestants had already arrived here 
on the eve of the opening of the 10th biennial Kirchentag ~- or Evangelical 
Church Day Congress - giving church leaders a cause for optimism on the 
success of this year's five-day assembly. 


While Hast German authorities had earlier refused to permit special 
trains to travel through the Hast Zone, participants reportedly experienced 
no difficulties as they arrived in West Berlin on special planes and inter- 
zonal buses, (See EPS No. 27) Among those who had arrived in time for 
the opening on Wednesday evening were some 700 visitors from abroad. 


It also appeared certain that East German authorities would not inter- 
fere with worship services being held in East Berlin churches, although 
they earlier had refused to permit any other Kirchentag events to be held 
in the sector. But they said that church services could be held in East 
Berlin as always. 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, president of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD) , was expected to deliver a sermon in Hast Berlin!s Marien- 
kirche on the opening night of the assembly, using the same text as that 
chosen for a similar service in West Berlin. 


That text, Joshua 3: 9-17, ends with the words: "And while all Isreel 
were passing over on dry ground, the priests who bore the Ark of the Cove- 
nant of the Lord stood on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, until all 
the nation finished passing over the Jordan". 


While Bast German authorities have discouraged their citizens from 
travelling to West Berlin during the assembly, Kirchentag officials ex- 
pressed the "desire that many Christians from the German Democratic Repub- 
lic (East Germany) will be with us". 


"We do not believe that they will be hindered in their journey", the 
Associated Press quoted them as saying. It also reported that the Kirchen- 
tag leaders had urged participants from West Germany to worship at least 
once in an Hast Berlin church during their stay. 
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However, six of the eight provincial Kirchentag committees in East 
Germany advised Protestants in the zone not to attend meetings in West 
Berlin so as to avoid difficulties created by the position of the East 
German Government. Several bishops and other church dignitaries indi- 
cated that they would not travel to West Berlin. 


Their decision was announced as Bast German police prevented Bishop 
Friedrich W. Krummacher of Greifswald from travelling to West Berlin where 
he was to have participated in a church conference and later taken part in 
Kirchentag events. 


When Bishop Krummacher refused to comply with a police request to 
appear before the Rostock Council for "a talk and a briefing on the inter- 
diction of the church assembly in Berlin", they confiscated his identity 
ecard, thereby making it impossible to continue on his journey or to drive 
anywhere in East Germany. 


“At the same time, police said that any East German citizens who 
attempted to attend the Kirchentag would also have their papers confiscated 
on instructions from the East German Government. 


While Bishop Krummacher!'s identity card was later returned, Bishop 
Moritz Mitzenheim of Thuringia sent a telegram of protest to East German 
Prime Minister Otto Grotewohl on behalf of the Evangelical Church in East 
Germany. The telegram complained that the police had hindered a bishop 
from carrying out his official functions. 


Many church leaders have also protested against charges made by Major 
General Fritz Eikemeier, East Berlin police chief, that Kirchentag events 
in East Berlin would "endanger peace and order" and "provoke the cold war". 


Dean Heinrich Grueber of West Berlin, for many years the EKD's repres- 
entative in East Germany, denied the statement that the Kirchentag would be 
misused for political purposes, and declared that such accusations are "an 
ansult, if not a defamation". 


In a letter to General Hikemeier, Dean Grueber said that the Kirchen- 
tag had been envisaged as an opportunity to bridge the gulf between East 
and West Germany. 


Moreover, Dr. Scharf appealed to newsmen at a briefing on the eve of 
the assembly to make certain that they did not distort news emanating from 
the sessions as political. EPS, Geneva 


Danish Methodists Ask Greater Equality 

(Copenhagen} ~ The Methodist Church in Denmark has issued a statement y 
asking greater equality in relation to the Lutheran National Church, and fi 
demanding that "Church and State, as a matter of principle, be separated", 


The statement, released by the annual convention, declared that Metho- _ 
dist applicants should have the same opportunity to hold positions in El 
public schools and teachers! training colleges as Lutheran applicants. 
According to law, the heads of teachers! training colleges and instructors 
of religion in the schools must be members of the Lutheran National Church. 
The statement also asked that the "one-sidedness" of religious radio and 
television programmes be changed to include more broadcasts of other 
churches. The Danish Methodist Church has about 5,000 members. 

EPS, Geneva 


No, 28 - 2lst July, 1961 Da iM a 


Papal Delegation Visits Boumenical Patriarch 


(Istanbul) - A three-man papal delegation has visited Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras, leader of Hastern Orthodoxy, at his residence in Istanbul, 
where they conferred with him on subjects related to Roman Catholic-Ortho- 
dox relations and the forthcoming Second Vatican Council. It was the 
first time since before World War II that a personal delegation sent by 
the Pope had visited the Patriarchate. mit 


The visitors were Archbishop Giacomo Testa, president of the Pontifi- 
cal Eeclesiastical Academy and former Apostolic Delegate to Turkey; Father 
Alphonse Russ, dean of the Pontifical Institute for Oriental Churches, and 
Archbishop Francisco Lardone, Papal Internuncio to Turkey. 


The official Patriarchate newspaper in an account of the visit noted 
that the Roman Catholic visitors had been personally instructed by the 
Pope to inform the Patriarch of plans for the Second Eeumenical Vatican 
Council. 


Later four Orthodox prelates returned the visit on behalf of Patriarch 
Athenagoras by calling at the Papal Internuncio!s office in Istanbul. The 
delegation consisted of Metropolitans. Chrysostom of Neocesarea, Meliton ef 
_Imbros, Chrysostom of Myron and Archimandrite Symeon, a secretary of the 
Holy Synod. EPS, Geneva 


Secretary Named for Pacific Area Work 


(Samoa) ~ The Rev. Vavae Toma, general secretary of the Samoan Church, has 
been named the first Pacific area secretary for the Continuation Committee 
established by the conference of Churches and Missions in vhe Pacific held 
in Samoa in April. (See EPS No. 17) 


Mr. Toma will serve as a member of the staff of the International 
Missionary Council. He is expected to begin work immediately. His work, 
in the words of the conference resolution which asked the appointment, will 
be "to be a living link between the churches in the area and to assist the 
(Continuation) Committee in carrying further the work of the conference", 


Mr. Toma received his theological training in colleges at Malua, 
Samoa and Auckland, New Zealand, He served in the pastoral ministry for 
ten years and later as a tutor on the staff of the Malua Theological 
College, 


The conference, the first of its kind ever held in the area, brought 
together 74 church and mission representatives from more than 15 Pacific 
aLECAS 6 Dis | EPS, . Geneva 


British Baptists Denounce Portuguese Statement 


(London) - The British Baptist Missionary Society has issued a sharp. re- 
buttal to two communiqués released earlier this month by the Portuguese 
government denying charges that it has used "barbarous" methods to repress 
rebel elements in Angola, 


The, Society declared that either one of two explanations is possible 
for the statement, "Either the Government of Portugal does not know 
what is happening in Angola", it. said, "or knowing thinks it best to deny 
it emphatically, But facts are facts, and nothing is changed by emphatic 
denial," 
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Tt said that its missionaries have "long been witnosses of barbarous 
repression" and that some of. them have already ‘submitted statements-t+o the 
commission of the United Nations set up to investigate-the charges, -Further 
it said, criticism of Portugal has come not only from missionaries but’ ‘also 
_ from "other independent observers". It added that its missionaries wished 
earlier to register protests, but kept silent in order to. be allowed to 
remain in Angola and continue their work, It said their silence was under- 
stood by the Angolans who know that "their presence helped to protect them 
and to restrain Portuguese officials". 


The Portuguese Government had declared that reports of atrocities were 
"completely unfounded" and contended that they had been spread by "certain 
persons connected with Protestant activities (who) are more directly em- 
ployed in campaigning against the Portuguese authorities than in achieving 
evangelistic aims", 


Meanwhile , the British Methodist Ren reaenaas eee last week in - 
Bradford, was told by the Rev. Edward Rogers, the retiring president, that 
of 165 Methodist ministers in Angola at the beginning of March, only 28 are 
‘now-known to be safe. Of the rest, 17 are dead, 30 are in prison and the 
= fate -6f' “the remainder is unknown. The Conference unanimously passed an 
™ ehiergency motion" protesting the "inhumanity of the ‘Portuguese policy" and 
calling upon the British Government ‘to use its influence to obtain a Suerery 
tee of essential human rights for the Angolan people. 


It was reported last week in New York that the Portuguese government 
has invited the chairman of the United Nations inquiry committee for Angola 
to go to Lisbon for talks. However, a New York Times report said that 
there is no reason to believe that Portugal’ is prepared to allow committee 
_Yepresentatives to go to Angola for an on-the-spot investigation. 

EPS, Geneva 


In pues 


The Rev. Joseph Prederic Beane KeAes & member of: the faculty of. - 
Assumption Preparatory School in Podsoter. Massachusetts, has been 
assigned as chaplain to the US Roman Catholic colony in Moscow. He will 
succeed the Rev, Louis F. Dion, A.A,, who has served as spiritual’ adviser 
to the American settlement since January, 1959. Father Richard will be- 
come the sixth American clergyman allowed a permanent station inside the 
Soviet Union in the history of the USSR. 

Almost all of the 2,000 Jews who lived in Cuba have fled from the 
country and their only congregation has been disbanded. This report was 
made to delegates attending the 12th International Conference of the World | 
Union for Progressive Judaism in London, by Rabbi Hugo Gryn, its executive © 
director. Rabbi Gryn said his co-religionists left the country, not | 
because of direct persecution, but as a result. of Preasures similar’ to 
those aimed at Peary Catholics on the mom ee 

x * * 


More than $26,006 has been raised by Protestant farmers in the-Nether 
lands to aid Greek refugees in the village. of Vigla. The fund-raising 
campaign was organized by. the Christian Farmers .and Market Gardeners Assoc- 
iation, and will provide each of 85 families in ‘Vigla with a COWs The ~ 

O22 Tat shipment of 46 heifers and two bulls has already been sent to the 
village, EPS, _ Geneva 
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Churches Plan to Rebuild Homes Wrecked in Korea Flood Disaster 
a A ome ss vvecked in Korea #lood Disaster 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees has raised $8,000 of a $10,000 fund sought to help 
Korea Church World Service subsidize the rebuilding of homes wrecked in 
the country's recent flood disasters. 


The bursting of a dam at Nam Won, 150 miles south of Seoul, Korea's 
capital, following severe rainstorms, led to the deaths of 120 persons and 
brought havoc to the community of many thousands cf persons. Some distance 
away a reservoir also burst and the flooding made 4,000 homeless. a rye OR =: 
estimated that floods brought about by the storms have done $2, 000 , O00 
worth of damage throughout Korea. 


Mr. Colin Morrison, who heads Korea Church World Service, immediately 
cabled for help to the Division in Geneva. He said that with nearly 
20,000 people homeless, and with 200 dead or missing, the situation was 
likely to grow worse. 


"Although a National Flood Disaster Committee has been formed, Korea 
Church World Service would welcome gifts of money to subsidise home re- 
building", Mr. Morrison said. He appealed for $10,000. 
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His request was sent at once to Inter-Church Aid Committees in ten 
different countries. Already, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Germany, Denmark, Norway and Church World Service in 
the USA have responded by sending $1,000 each. 


The churches! plans to subsidise home rebuilding will augment the 
material aid which the Red Cross is distributing in the stricken areas. 
Crippled by its long war and torn by internal political troubles, Korea is 
one of the poorest countries in the world and least able to recover un- 
aided from a major natural disaster. EPS, Geneva 


Religious Groups Back US Aid Proposal 


(Geneva) - A United States proposal to use volunteer workers, including 
members of the Peace Corps, in United Nations technical assistance pro- 
grammes in underdeveloped countries has been "warmly welcomed" by repres- 
entatives of two religious organizations. 


Duncan Wood of the Friends (Quaker) World Committee for Consultation, 
told a committee of the UN's Economic and Social Council meeting here that 
the programme should be started on "a very modest scale", and that steps 
should be taken to ensure the advice and active cooperation of numerous 
voluntary agencies which have "already accumulated valuable experience in 
this field". 


Miss Leone Herren, speaking on behalf of the World Federation of 
Catholic Youth, told the committee that the US proposal was "well suited 
to the generosity of the young people of the world who are more favoured 
on the economic and technical plane", 


The US proposal was formally presented to the council by Philip M. 
Klutznick, US representative to ECOSOC, who anticipated opposition by 
Saying it was "not a proposal designed to extend the political cr economic 
influences of any country or of any national philosophy". EPS, Geneva 


Pope John's Encyclical Stirs Worldwide Comment 


(Geneva) - Protestant, Eastern Orthodox and Jewish leaders - as well as 
secular newspapers - joined Roman Catholic thinkers in hailing Pope John 


XXIII's new encyclical on social and economic questions in an age of rapid 
change. 


Archbishop Iakovos, Greek Orthodox Primate of North and South America, 
and a co-president ef the World Council of Churches, said the document, 
entitled "Mater et Magistra" (Mother and Teacher), provides Christian 
nations "with a Christian Magna Carta of human rights, in sharp contrast 
with the fallacies Marxism promises to the slaves of the totalitarian 
régime". 

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, retired vice-president and professor emeritus 
of Union Theological Seminary in New fork, expressed the opinion that 
"the Catholic Church is ahead of America in (its views of) social legis- 
lation except on dogmatic things like birth control", 


A Jewish leader, Dr. Harold H. Gordon, executive head of New York 
Board of Rabbis, commented that "the Pope's call to aid underdeveloped 
areas reflects man's eternal responsibility to his fellow men as recorded 
' so well throughout our Bible". 


or 4 4 _ 
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Among Catholic commentators was Father John F, Cronin, 8.J., assistant 
director of the Social Action Department of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference (USA), who noted that by US standards "the document is extremely 
liberal". 


"The Pope accepts a wide diversity of economic methods, provided only 
that the individual and the family retain their basic rights", he remarked. 


Meanwhile, The New York Times, which published the entire 22,000-word 
document, commented editorially that it "presents a picture of the conflict 
in our time between the crude materialism of the Communists and the humane 
spirit of all great and enduring faiths", 


Unita, Italian Communist Party organ, said the encyclical showed an 
effort to "take cognizance of new and essential facts that dominate to- 
day's reality; facts created by the victorious advance of the inter-~ 
national workers! movement". 


La Stampa of Turin, Italy, termed the social philosophy of the en- 
cyclical "enlightened conservatism". EPS, Geneva 


80,000 Attend Final Kirchentag Assembly in Berlin 


(Berlin) - More than 80,000 persons from all over Germany and abroad 
attended the closing assembly of the 10th biennial Kirchentag ~ or German 
Church Day Congress - held in Berlin's mammoth Olympic Stadium. several 
thousand of these came from East Berlin and East Germany. According to 
reports, they encountered few difficulties in crossing the bordor, 


The final assembly centred around the Kirchentag theme, "I am with 
you", and was announced by the peal of bells, while 3,000 trumpeters 
played the traditional Kirchentag call, "Christ is risen", 


"This Kirchentag has been an all-German Kirchentag", said Dr. Kurt 
Scharf, president of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), 
in greeting the large gathering. 


Observing that the assembly had attracted many participants from 
Kast Germany, Dr. Scharf emphasized that they had come as Christians with 
the sole desire to hear God, confess their common faith and take part in 
the Bible studies, study groups, cultural activities and services. 


In his address, Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, the Kirchentag 
president, noted that the German people had often thoughtlessly repeated 
the slogan, "God with us", without giving Him a place in their lives. 

This fact; he said, is the major cause for the present division of Germany, 
which depicts "God's judgment on us .., for which we all share some 
responsibility". 


Earlier, Dr. von Thadden-Trieglaff said the decision to hold the 
Kirchentag in Berlin was taken "in God's name" and was "not a defiant one! 
prompted by political motives. "Christians", he said, "must stand to- 
Shear tes faith, even if they are forced to live and think in different 
worlds", 


A study group on Jews and Christians, headed by Dr. Helmut Gollwitzer, 
issued a statement at the conclusion of its discussions branding all forms 
of hostility toward Jews as a form of godlessness which leads to self- 
extermination. 


No. 29 - 28th July, 1961 A 


Insisting that "Jews and Christians are indissolubly united", the 
statement appealed to all Germans - and especially to parents, teachers 
and people with political responsibilities - to admit their own failure 
to the younger generation and to point out the causes of anti-semitism 
during the Nazi era, 


The statement called for the dismissal of any German official who 
participated in "preparation and execution of anti-semitic persecution" 
during that period, and pointed out that the so-called "Jewish question" 
in Germany is primarily "a question of the future of the German perple",. 


Professor (.G. Baeta of Ghana, president of the International Mission- 
ary Council, told a study group on the world-wide Church that, since no 
country can be described as Christian, "the idea of one part of the world 
evangelizing another will not bear scrutiny", 


"Missions are not a movement from the haves to the have-nots, from 
the educated to the illiterate", he said. "They are a movement from the 
fellowship of faith all over the world to all who stand outside this 
fellowship, whoever and wherever they may be." 


Several thousands attended a public ecumenical meeting, which adopted 
the theme: "Jesus Christ, the Light of the World ~ a Look at the Assembly 
in New Delhi". 


Dr. C.l. Itty, associate secretary of the Youth Department of the 
World Council of Churches, told the gathering that the WCC's forthcoming 
Assembly will have great significance for both society and the churches 
ny AAS, Viewing the division of the churches as a particular stumbling 
block in Asia, Dr. Itty said Christians on the continent had the task cf 
becoming a creative minority and should identify themselves completely 
with the hopes and aspirations of their countries. 


During the five-day assembly, open-air evangelistic services were 
held in several areas, and pastors visited hospitals, homes for the aged, 
and prisons. A Protestant Advisory Centre also was established to pro- 
vide people with professional advice on personal problems. 


The Kirchentag was attended by more than 1,000 visitors from nore 
than 30 countries, the largest delegation coming from Austria. Among 
church leaders from the Near East and Africa were representatives of the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and the Patriarchate of Ethiopia, 
as well as Bishop Stephano of North Tanganyika, and Bishop Harris of 
Liberia. EPS, Geneva 


YMCA Sees New Approach to Youth As Urgent 


(Geneva) + The World Council of YMCAs has resolved to discover ways in 
which it can help skilled young people to give their services to the world 
in need, and to train youth in leadership not only in the YMCA but in 
society at large. 


This decision was announced here at the close of the World Council's 
week-long conference, which brought together 350 delegates who represent 
5,000,000 members in 80 countries. 


Reports presented to the World Council from many parts of the world 
indicated that the movement is no longer operating a "building—based" 
pregramme, that its members are not only "young people at play" ~ but are 
now taking responsibility in nation-building, especially in new independent 
countries. 
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The World Council therefore resolved to intensify its efforts to 
stimulate and guide young people in their desire to work actively in the 
reconstruction of society. 


Reaffirming its belief that discrimination based on race or colour 
is contrary to the will of God, the World Council admitted eight new 
national movements to membership in the World Alliance of YMCAs. They 
are Ghana, Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Kenya, Ethiopia, Lebanon, Hong Kong, and 
the Federation of YMCAs in the British Caribbean. 


The World Council re-elected Dr. Charles D, Sherman, 43, minister 
of finance in Liberia, West Africa, as its president. It also named 
Prederik Franklin, 48, national secretary of the Swedish YMCA, as the new 
secretary general of the World Alliance. He will take office next year 
on the retirement of Dr. Paul M. Limbert of the United States, who has 
served in this post for 10 years. 


Delegates were informed that 140 building projects had been planned 
or completed in recent years, for which 95,000,000 Swiss francs (US $ 
23,750,000) was already available. The World Council is also recommending 
58 new extension projects in 32 countries, 


Tribute to the YMCAs pioneer efforts on behalf of the ecumenical move- 
ment was made by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, 


"Today we can speak of a general ecumenical mobilization of the whole 


Church", he said. "Now there is a special place for those with experie 
ence in working in the reality of local situations, and in that way the 
YMCA can still give tremendous help." EPS, Geneva 


Polish Laws Curb Religious Teaching 


Warsaw) - Despite protests from Roman Catholic deputies, the Polish Sejm 
Parliament) has passed an educational reform bill banning religious 
instruction in all state schools. 


The bill decrees that Polish children must be taught a "scientific 
world outlook", However, religious instruction may still be given tc 
students by the church outside of school hours in buildings not owned by 
the state. 


Political instruction in Polish universities has been compulsory since 
October, 1960, when courses in Marxism were reintroduced after a four-year 
hiatus. At the same time religious classes were informally eliminated 
from eighty per’ cent of the public schools. 


A second bill approved by the Sejm provides that the government 
receive title to all public properties, including the churches, in the 
western territories taken over from Germany after World War II. This 
law requires the Catholic Church to give up ownership of some 3,000 
churches and parish buildings abandoned by German church bodies in 1945- 
1946. EPS, Geneva 


Anglican Bishop Warns South Africa on Race Policy 


(Capetown) - Reconciliation of the races in South Africa is a difficult 
task for the Church because it finds itself "moving diametrically opposite 
to the prevailing policy of the country" as it attempts to promote inter- 
racial fellowship. 


Ee 


. 
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This observation was made by Anglican Bishop John Hunter of George, 
Cape Province, who told a diocesan synod that the fundamental ain of the 
government was to keep the races "as far apart as possible", 


Contending that authorities "want to reduce contact with different 
peoples to the barest minimum", Dr. Hunter declared that "never in the 
history of South Africa have the peovle been so deeply divided, nor hae 
there been such a growing sense of frustration and bitterness felt by 
large sections of the population", 


Dr. Hunter warned that no government can continue to govern indefin- 
itely without the consent of the governed, He said the longer the govern- 
ment continues to force its will on large sections of the population with- 
out consulting their feelings or wishes, "the more terrible will be the 
menaces which eventually overtake it", 


"It is not the task of the Church to act as a parliamentary opposition 
or tu take the initiative in organized political action", he said. "But 
it is the Church's duty to protest against the manifest injustices, in- 
humanity and oppression as being directly opposed to God's law." 

EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Director Attacked in Hungarian Church Periodical 


(Budapest) - A Hungarian Lutheran weekly newspaper has sharply criticized 
the director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
for opposing the Russian proposal for three-power control of nuclear bomb 
tests. The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs is a 
joint agency of the World Council cf Churches and the International 
Missionary Council. 


An unsigned article appearing in Evangelikus Elet criticized Dr. 0. 
Frederick Nolde, the CCIA head, for statements he made on atomic armaments 
in a recent address before the Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 

(See EPS No. 21) 


Charging that Dr. Nolde was clinging to obsolete ideas for forgetting 
that the balance of power in the world had changed, the newspaper commented 
that Christians who accepted the spirit of the Prague Peace Conference were 
disturbed by the CCIA director's position. 


"After the first Christian Peace Conference in Prague even Dr. Nolde 
must realize that the WCC is not the only forum where Christians can 
discuss the international problems of the day", it said. 


Rather, it added, as time goes by it will be the Prague movement which 
will be the competent agency to deal with such discussions. "Hyveryone 
must accept the irrevocable fact that - in the light of the resolutions 
passed at the first Christian Peace Conference —- we shall examine all 
statements made by the WCC through its organizations very critically", it 
concluded. ; EPS, Geneva 


- 


israeli Parliament Urged to Act Against Christian Missions 


(Tel Aviv) - The Israeli Parliament has been urged to take legal measures 
against the activities of Christian missions in the country. The appeal 
was made by Rabbi Menachem Parusch, delegate of the ultra-Orthodox Agudat 
Israel Party, who contended that missionary activities were "a menace to 

the state". 


S 
.! ’ 
es ee 
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Directing his criticism primarily against mission schools, Rabbi 
Parusch told Parliament that 1,485 children are attending Christian insti- 
tutions. : i Aut. ©. 


The matter was referred to the education committee for examination 
_ on a motion of the Minister of Education, EPS, Geneva 


Britain Acts on Portuguese Detainment of Missionary 


(London) - Great Britain has requested the Portuguese Government either to 
charge and try without delay, or release, a veteran Protestant missionary 
who has been detained by authorities for questioning. 


The request was made to Portuguese officials by the British ambassador 
in Lisbon on instructions from Foreign Secretary Lord Home after the de- 
tainment of Dr. Cecil Scott, a British Subject and director of the Evangel- 
ical Missionary League. 


Dr, Scott had for many years been in charge of the training of all 
Protestant missionaries of all nationalities, who were to serve in Portu- 
guese overseas territories. 


Meanwhile, the Baptist Missionary Society of Great Britain has strongly 
protested the occupation of a portion of the Society's property in San 
Salvador in Angola by Portuguese authorities who are using it for military 
purposes. 


The Society was informed that the Portuguese army had commandeered 
about half the mission compound, including a new school, two residences, 
the station office, storehouses and workshops. Barbed wire separates the 
other four residences and the hospital from the military base. 


Thus far, about 128,000 Angolan refugees have crossed the border into 
the Congo, according to the Rev. Michael Scott, director of the African 
Bureau, an independent British organization which concerns itself with 
AteLlean affairs’: 4 Brs, Geneva 


in Brief 


Dr. Jan Hermelink of Hamburg, executive secretary of the German 
Evangelical Mission Council, was fatally injured while driving to the 
Kirchentag in Berlin. The 37-year-old son of the well-known German church 
historian, Heinrich Hermelink, he was to have represented the German 
Missionary Society at the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
in New Delhi next November. 


* * * 


Britons contributed more than £9,000,000 ($25,200,000) during World 
Refugee Year, the campaign's United Kingdom Committee has disclosed: “Phe° 
figure represents more than four times the original goal. The sum raised 
by the 97 participating countries amounts to more than £33,000,000, and is 
expected to exceed £35,000,000 when all contributions are tallied. 


* * * 
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The United Church of Christ in Japan and the Japan Bible Society 
have announced that they plan to ship:'10,000 Bibles to Christians in 
Indonesia to relieve a critical shortage of the Scriptures in that country. 


RAI Dees 


Filipino rural ministers and American agricultural missionaries mapped 
a long-range programme in agricultural missions for Philippine Protestant 
church bodies at a two-day conference in Manila. The conference was spon- 
sored by the Agricultural Missions of New York, auxiliary organization for 
mission’ boards and other agencies in more than 55 countries, and the inter- 
denominational Philippine Federation of Christian Churches. 


* * * 


The Swedish government has approved the establishment of a Carmelite 
convent at Glumslév, Scania, the first Roman Catholic convent in the country 
Since the Reformation. However, in giving permission the government stipu- 
lated that only persons over 25 may take the vow and that the convent must 
not bar them from possible withdrawal. It also said that government author- 
ities must be permitted to visit the convent and keep themselves informed — 
of its activities and that they must be able to get in touch with individual 
members, if required. 


aay htaae aa 


A recent public opinion poll in Norway revealed that 72 per cent of 
the population are in favour of having women pastors, 16 per cent oppose 
the idea: and 12 per cent are "indifferent". In a similar survey in 1946 
the figures were 47 per cent in favour, 44 per cent against and 9 per cent 
"indifferent". It has been legal for several years for women to enter the 
ministry of the National Lutheran Church ‘in Norway, but the first ordination 
took place just last March. 
* xX 

Ase bi-~centenary of the birth of William Carey, renowned Baptist 
missionary to India, will be celebrated in Great Britain, Australia, Canada 
and the United States, as well as in the fields of the Baptist Missionary 
Sooiety of Great Britain. More than 430 associations or districts have 
Sealer rallies in England in honour of Carey, who was born on August 17, 
1761. : 


* ae 


| A Methodist clergyman, who has been working among the aborigines of 

Australia for 11 years, has informed a parliamentary committee in Canberra 
that he is convinced that "the aborigines are fully capable of taking their 
place in the church, industry and science". The Rev. A.H. Ellison added: 
"If given the chance, they will prove themselves worthy citizens". The 
committee is presently weighing demands for equal rights for ieee t sib and 
their full acceptance in Australian life. 


sai bamtecys avery 


The Methodist Church in the Northern Transvaal has adopted a resolution 
calling for the deletion from regulations of the church of all matter which 
is racially discriminatory in character. In the resolution, adopted at the 
first multi-racial church synod of the Methodist Church ever held in Pretoria 
the Methodists also reaffirmed their condemnation of South Africa's apartheid 
policies. EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report Bt is | Piet | § 
African and Huropean Farmers Discuss Kenyals Land Problems 
(Nakuru) = In Kenya's Rift Valley, the agricultural power house of the 


country's economy, African and European farmers have met together to discuss 
_ the vital though vexing problems of land tenure and food production. 


That in itself is remarkable. - It is also historic, because the black 
and white representatives of Kenya's farming community were called together 
for the first time by the Christian Church. 3 : 


- The common standpcint. frem which farmers of both races were invited to 
view the present situation of political uncertainty and economic recession 
was Christianity and the stewardship of the land. The meeting took place 
at Nakuru on July 15 on the initiative of the Christian Council of Kenya. 


Pifty farmers and. church leaders, some from ranches 60 miles away and 
more, converged on the prosperous township of Nakuru for the meeting, Many 
Christian settlers prevented by distance or work from attending sent letters 
offering their support. The chairman was the Rt. Rev. Neville Langford- 
Smith, Bishop of Nakuru. 


The Council's General Secretary, the Rev. Paul Fueter, told the Nakuru 
gathering; "We must recognize the hand of. God in what is happening teday - 
grave economic dangers because of crop failures. It is to draw us closer 
together that God has permitted these things to happen." 


An African land-owner said: “We have nothing to fear if we use the 
land properly and unselfishly. The common enemy is famine," 


The Rift Valley area encompasses the greater part of Kenya's farming 
industry which with its 200,000 workers is the country's biggest employer 
of labour, and responsible for some 80 per cent of the eccnomy. Because 
the long rains have failed for the second successive year famine and un- 
employment are now regarded as inevitable and are expected to strike the 
Rift Valley in September or October. Already there are pockets of famine 
in the Valley. 


At the conclusion of the Nakuru discussions, Mr. Fueter declared: "I 
believe the true future of Kenya can stem from the principles and ideas 
expressed at this historic meeting", 


Said the Bishop of Nakuru: "We are a very small minority group but 
it is astonishing to see in history what small minorities have achieved 
under God", He summarized the views put forward by the meeting under four 
points: 


1. The need for the Government to have a clear concern for good 
farming and maximum food production consistent with good farming; 


Zs The need for an over-all Government policy which would encourage 
and extend good farming by making available to African and Huropean 
farmers increased capital loans and technical assistance; 


36 The need for security of tenure without which it is nct possible 
to farm properly. Past injustices had to be put right. Unless a 
legal title was also a moral title it was Suspects a man who delib- 
erately let his farm run down, or who used land for speculaticn or 
exploitation, had no moral claim on it; 


No. 29 - 28th July, 1961 Pdi cata. 10 


A. The resettlement of landless Africans on an agreed basis *.:... | 
Should have wholehearted support. RR OA sh S 


A successful Eurepean farmer who recently decided: to double his 
acreage said that exploitation of the land was a negation cf God's command 
to "subdue the earth and let her bring forth her ‘Inerease"s) ~ 6") (os 


A Kikuyu stated: "No thinking African wishes to dispossess a European 
of his well-farmed land and re-distribute it among Africans just because 
‘one man's face is:white and another!s black",  “* 9 ' 2loc0) whi 


It is hoped that further meetings in other Rift Valley centres will 
enable the Christian farmers of both races to speak with one voice and to 
. act as "the salt-of the earth" in influencing the rest of the farming 

community and the Government. | . i EPS, Geneva 


* 
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190 Attend Latin American Evangelical Conference 


(Lima) ~ Some 140 delegates and 50 observers attending the second Latin 
American Evangelical Conference here were told that Christ can offer hope 
to the millions suffering various forms of eppression on this continent. 


In his inaugural address as vonference chairman, Dr. Benjamin Moraes 
of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, noted that Latin America had made 
great strides in education, science, economic wealth and in holding liberty 
as a basic human value. 


"Yet millions suffer from illiteracy, insecurity, injustice and 
oppression", he said. "We see Christ not only in the midst of the present 
struggle, but leading us on to new life." 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the International Mission- 
ary Council, told the conference that the Church is mission and that true 
mission is of the Spirit and carries with it the power of reconciliation. 


"Our differences testify against us that we have not found in Christ 
a reconciliation deeper than our differences", he observed. "Tf we who 
confess one Lord are so divided, some of us have misunderstond and mis-~ 
interpreted Him. Bach one of us must ask, ‘Lord, is it I?!." 


<m 
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Prior to the conference, a Consultation on Church and Society was held 
under the sponsorship of the Federations of Churches of Brazil, Uruguay and 
Argentina with the suppert of the World Council cf Churches! Department on 
Church and Society. 


Dr. Miguez Bonino, president of Union Theological Seminary of Buencs 
Aires, was chairman of the consultation, which brought together 5( laymen 
and theologians from all over Latin America. EPS, Geneva 


Nieméller Tour Stirs Controversy 


(Frankfurt) - Dr. Martin Nieméller has told an audience in Dresden that 
Christians "must keep on negotiating with the Communists about social forms 
and scientific principles in order to try and find a 'modus vivendi!, but 
that there is no question of negotiating about the value of man and his 
freedom as a responsible being, 


"If the Church is prepared to negotiate about that", he declared, "it 
would be abandoning its mission and throwing down the gauntlet". 


The controversial German theologian spoke in Dresden during a lecture 
tour of East Germany which has been roundly criticized by the West German 
press and misquoted by journals in both sections cf the country. 


The West German press tcok issue with the speeches cn the grounds that 
he was spreading East German propaganda. The East German press interpreted 
them as apologies for the East German régime. 


The West German press, which has never been friendly to Dr. Niemédller, 
used as the sources for its attacks, stories published by the ADN, official 
Hast German press service, although it usually ignores reperts printed by 
the service. 


Nub of their attack centred in charges that he was agitating against 
the Kirchentag, the mammoth all-German church rally held two weeks ago in 
Berlin, the dates of which coincided with the tour. 


Dr. Nieméller had vigcrously denounced the selection cf Berlin as the 
Site for the Kirchentag because he said the meeting held in the capital would 
be interpreted as a cold war manoeuvre. 


However, in an interview published in the Dresden daily Unicn, Dr. 
Niem6ller vigorously denied that he intended his tour as a demonstraticn 
against the Kirchentag. 


"My addresses and sermons, on this tour", he said, "have exactly the 
Same purpose as the Kirchentag. Through the preaching of the message cf 
Christ I wish to show the Christian churches in the DDR that we Christians 
in Eastern and Western Germany are indissclubly united in the one Church cf 
Jesus Christ, and that we are responsible for one another." 


In East Germany the press widely misquoted the theologian's speeches 
and lifted large sections out of context in an effort to prove that he was 
speaking in support of the East German régime and of a "Communist mass 
society". 


The extent of mis-quotation became evident last week with the publi- 
cation by the Evangelical Press Service in Hesse-Nassau of the full text of 
a speech delivered during the tour. In this speech, which it said is 
typical of the others given during the tour, Dr. Niemdller declared: 
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"As a world-wide human society we shall not be able to avoid accepting the 
‘mass society'. We are standing on the threshold of a new age. People 
are fond of speaking today about the ‘atomic age’. Others are already 
speaking of the 'cosmic space age!, But the really new fact about our 

time is that today mankind shares a common destiny, and that there is there- 
fore only one society - the universal society. A single nation, a single 
race, &@ Single group can no longer live at the expense of another. We are 
all dependent upon one another, and we must recognize this fact in practice. 
The name we give to the result does not matter much. It will doubtless 
look very similar to the Communist ideal of human society. One should 
rather ask whether the Communists of today will be very pleased about it. 
But, in any case, this fact must be recognized by the Church which must 
make a responsible contribution to it." EPS, Geneva 


First Evangelical Academy Opened in Japan 


(Tokyo) - The first evangelical academy in Japan has been opened here at a 
ceremony attended by church leaders and civic dignitaries, 


Objectives of the Academy, which will be located in the International 
House in Tokyo, will be to coordinate various lay movements, and to organize 
experimental study meetings, including a seminar on Marxism. It will also 
seek to be "a working nucleus for expansion and promotion of the new Christ- 
ian movement", 


The Academy will be directed by a fifteen-member board composed of 
business and political as well as church leaders. Its chairman is Motcjiro 
Sugiyama, former Socialist speaker of the House of Representatives. Board 
members include former Prime Minister Tetsu Katayama and Jiro Hoshijima, a 
leader in the majority Liberal-Democratic party. 


The founding of the Academy is the result of efforts of Dr. Alfred 
Schmidt, a leader of the Evangelical Academy movement in Germany who came 
to Japan in 1957 to work with Japanese Christian leaders towards its estab- 
lishment. EPS, Geneva 


Priest Says Atheism Still Strong Among French Students 


(Rheins, France) - A French Roman Catholic priest has estimated that while 
Communism is losing its attraction for French youth, at least 75 per cent 
of them are atheists. 


Father Petit of the French Federation of Catholic Students, told an 
audience here that only one quarter of French youth belong to Christian 
communities and that many run the risk of getting bogged down in "romantic 
ideas" of counter-revolution against Communism, rather than taking seriously 
the problems of modern society. 


Father Petit addressed the annual session of the Semaines Scciales de 
France, known as the "Itinerant University" because it is held each year in 
a different French city. Attending were over 2,500 persons, of whom 64 
per cent were under the age of 30. The conference dealt with such contro- 
versial issues as whether French youth should fight in Algeria, the revolt 
of the French military, and the problems facing young French farmers in 
Normandy who recently led a "peasants! revolt" against high prices and low 
living standards. EPS, Geneva 
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Anglo-Catholics Issue Manifesto 


(New York) - A six-thousand-word editorial described as a "Catholic Mani- 
festo on Unity" has been published in its quarterly review by the American 
Church Union, Inc., the Anglo-Catholic wing within the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. 


Addressed to all bishops of the Anglican communion, the Manifesto 
declares that leadership in the quest for church reunion "must more and 
more fall upon the shoulders of the great Catholic majority in Christendom". 


It defines the word "Catholic" as "all those bodies of Christians which 
maintain the faith of the creeds and are loyal to the generally accepted 
decrees of the Ecumenical Councils of the earlier and undivided Christendom 
as those councils met under the Holy Spirit". 


While praising the World Council of Churches for "its many great ser- 
vices to the cause", it says the WCC "fails to represent Christendom as a 
whole, for whereas the great majority of Christians are Catholics, the 
dominant forces in the World Council have been Protestant and this fact has 
now become a stumbling block in the way of unity". 


Further, it declares: "The danger in which the ecumenical movement 
stands is that of merely attending to the domestic, ecumenical question of 
the Church militant here on earth, and forgetting the immeasurably wider 
and more important one of the metaphysical and theological unity of the 
whole Church under God", 


"We cannot be satisfied merely with one Church militant now. What we 
must seek is one Church militant whose earthly unity will be the sacramental 
expression of an authentic Church of Christ which is not merely one in space 
and time, but also one in Heaven and Eternity." 


The Manifesto underlines the central importance of the episcopal prin- 
ciple for the Anglican faith. It says that "too often" the episcopate has 
been presented only "as a desirable form of human and earthly church politics, 
a means to secure the best available type of ecclesiastical administration 
rather than something absolutely essential to the Church's theological 
structure", 


The Manifesto warns against several schemes for reunion which, though 
they are "the outcome of sincere thought and prayer", look more like "com- 
plicated treaties of alliance between contracting nation states" or "art- 
fully contrived projects for uniting men on the basis of their own agreement 
with each other even if it is only an agreement to disagree". It refers 
specifically to the Church of South India formed in 1947 by a union of 
Anglicans, Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists and Reformed; unity 
plans being studied in Ceylon and in North India and Pakistan; the conver- 
sations of the Church of England with the Presbyterian Church of Scotland; 
and to the proposal made by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake for a merger of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, his own denomination, with the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, the Methodist Church and the United Church of 
Christ. 


The Manifesto considers as essential for church unity: that reunion 
be based on a total commitment of the full body of the Church to the whole 
catholic faith; that worship follow a liturgical form rooted both in | 
scripture and in the historic tradition of devotion of the Church; and that 
all those uniting be willing to confess their defectiveness and to accept 
from one another what they lack without resentment. EPS, Geneva 
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(Budapest) - Anglican Bishop K.H. Ting, of Nanking, China, has told an 
audience in Debrechen, Hungary, that in the People's Republic of China "our 
socialism is nothing but organized love. 


"There is no unemployment or prostitution and there are no beggars on 
the streets", he declared. "hen, before the Liberation, bad weather caused 
crop failures, thousands of our farmers went begging and thousands died of 
hunger. Now, not a single farmer needs to face a natural calamity alone, 
for the whole people, as one big family, stands behind him." 


Bishop Ting was visiting Hungary as the guest of the Hungarian churches. 
His remarks are reported in the current issue of the Hungarian Church Press. 
EPS, Geneva 


US Methodists Launch New Education Programme 


(New York) - The Board of Missions of the Methodist Church (USA) has launched 
a "crash programme" to train African Christians for leadership positions in 
their home countries. 


Under the programme fifty to seventy Africans will study during the 
1961-62 academic year in American, European and Asian secondary schools, 
colleges and universities. The majority will be in Methodist institutions 
which will provide tuition or board, or both. 


The new programme was begun because denominational executives and 
Methodist leaders in Africa did not believe the church was training enough 
Africans for leadership posts or training them fast enough. 


The costs of the training programme not provided by the schools will 
be underwritten by the Board of Missions, which has set aside $420,000 from 
funds received in the Bishops! Appeal for Africa offering APERIE SO), This 
is expected to cover not only the current year's costs but also for several 
years in the future. EPS, Geneva 


US Mennonites Aid Medical Work in Vietnam 


(Nhatrang, Vietnam) - A new hospital, a cooperative venture of the Mennonite 
Central Committee (USA) and the National Evangelical Church of Vietnam, has 
been dedicated here. The hospital will be used as a base for mobile clinic 
work in outlying villages of the Khanh Hea Province. 


The project began when the Vietnamese Church asked the Committee's help 
in meeting the medical needs of the Province, which has an estimated 800,000 
persons, and only 20 doctors, all of whom are resident in Nhatrang and the 
majority of whom are associated: with large military installations in the city. 


Under the agreement the Committee is paying half the cost of construc- 
tion and is providing one doctor and two nurses, plus their housing and 
maintenance, and a monthly cash subsidy of $250 toward operating expenses, 
It will also send in additional medical equipment and supplies. The 
Committee has had work in the country for many years. 


The National Evangelical Church, with 30,000 members, is the major 
Protestant group in Vietnam. EPS, Geneva 
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Consultation Discusses World Council 


pe rs eee 


(Geneva) - Some forty persons representing a variety of churches and church 
groups, some of which have been in disagreement with the World Council of 
Churches! programmes and policies, met recently to discuss their views at 
the WCC's Ecumenical Institute at nearby Bossey. Theme of the consultation 
was "The CommonChristian Task in Our Present World". 


Burden of the most often repeated criticism of the World Council was 
the difference in the concept of the Church. The World Council is composed 
of institutional churches, many with memberships of several hundreds of 
thousands of persons. Critics assert that most of the persons on the rolls 
of these churches are "nominal members", while the "true Church" is composed 
only of those who personally confess their faith and testify that they have 
been reborn through the action of the Holy Spirit. 


Participants also voiced concern that the World Council includes in its 
membership churches with widely divergent, if not contradictory, doctrines 
such as the Orthodox and the Free Churches. 


Several also expressed uneasiness about the numerous informal contacts 
between members of the Roman Catholic hierarchy and WCC leaders. 


Dr. H.H. Wolf, Institute director, noted that the discussivuns were 
carried on with "great frankness" and were particularly valuable because 
they helped clarify many questions and brought to the foreground "the 
central ecclesiological questions which in the view of all present have to 
be understood more deeply if the task of Christians in our time is to be 
fulfilled on a common and sound biblical basis". 


Consultation speakers included Prof. van den Berg of the Free Univer- 
sity of Amsterdam; the Rev. G.W. Kirby, general secretary of the Evangelical 
hidience, London; the Rev. R. Thaut, a Baptist, director of the Federation 
of German Free Churches; Dr. Norman Goodall, London, secretary of the Joint 
Committee of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
Council; and Bishop Ferdinand Sigg, of the Middle and Southern European 
Dioceses of the Methodist Church. | BPS, Geneva 


Polish Children Seen Largely Unaffected by Atheistic Propaganda 


(Vatican City) - Despite intense atheistic propaganda by the government, 
Polish schoolchildren are remaining true to the faith of their fathers. 


This is the conclusion of a study of secondary schoolchildren of the 
Roman Catholic faith reported last week by the Vatican Radio. It said 
that: eighty per cent interviewed attend church on Sundays and Feast Days; 
only one per cent listed themselves as "atheists"; and seventeen per cent 
said they were believers, but did not practise their religion. 

EPS, Geneva 
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ine Brier 


Professor Giovanni Miegge of the Faculty of Theology of the Waldensian 
Church in Rome died July 30, in Massell, Italy. He was 61. Professor 
Miegge had been a pastor in several Italian cities, and professor at the 
Waldensian college in Torre Pellice before he joined the staff of the Rome 
Faculty. He was a well-known author of theological books, and played a 
prominent role in the life of Protestant churches in Italy and in their 
contacts with the ecumenical movement. 


* * * 


The United Lutheran Church in America's Board of Social Missions will 
undertake a "study of church and state relations in a pluralistic society". 
A spokesman announcing the study said that ,"there is hardly a question on 
which the church has been a lesser light to its members, not to speak of 
society at large", As a result, he said, "the general confusion among 
Protestants on this issue has often led to strange alliances with forces of 
militant secularism (and) has driven many to interpret the separation of 
church and state to mean the abdication by religion of its responsibilities 
in large areas of public life, and the consequent abandonment of them to 
non=- and anti-religious influence and control". 


* * * 


The Methodist Church in Malaya now numbers 25,000 members and growth 
over the past 25 years has averaged annually 637 members, as contrasted 
with an average net of 113 members in the first quarter of its work and 
a gain of 250 in the second 25 years, So far in 1961 the church has built 
two new church buildings, an addition to a school and a new medical clinic, 
The report on expansion was made by Dr. Ho Seng Ong, pastor and super- 
intendent of the Selango district which includes the capital, Kuala Lumpur. 


* * * 


Twenty-four youth representing the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA have left the United States to participate in a six weeks! exchange 
programme with Presbyterian youth in the British Isles. The US group is 
returning a visit made last summer to the USA by a group of young British 
Presbyterians, Their visit follows an invitation given in 1960 by the 
General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Churches of England, Scotland and 
treland to help bring about closer relations between youth of the countries. 


— * * * 


A rock '!n!' roll “jazz" version of. the Mass, specially written for teen- 
agers, has had its first public performance in St. George's (Anglican) 
Church, Camberwell, London. The National Christian News commented that 
the Mass was in no way irreverent. It said: "It is based on the idea 
that the Mass and popular music can be used in the modern idiom. It is 
intended to bring young people, particularly teen-agers, into church, and 
to make them feel that they are participating in the communion service." 

The Mass was written by Father Patrick Appleford. 


* * * 
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Nearly 250 delegates and observers from 15 countries took part in the 
recent week-long Second Asia Baptist Youth Conference in Tokyo, Japan. 
Participants came from Burma, Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, ‘Indonesia, Macao, 
Malaya, Okinawa, the Philippines, . Pakistan, Taiwan, Thailand, Liberia: dnd 
the United States. The conference was held in cooperation with the: Baptist 
World Alliance and was jointly planned by various Japanese Baptist groups. 


eo ge 


A rent strike designed to keep a Pakistani family from moving into a 
public housing development in the town of Smethwick, England, collapsed 
after church and civic leaders had strongly A es it. About 600 
families in the development had threatened to withhold rent, but by the 
end of last week all but 64 families had made their payments and these 
indicated they would give up and pay too. ..The town has a population of 
70,000, of whom 5,000 are Asians. A few’days later a Sikh temple, believed 
to be the largest in Europe, was opened in: the town. The temple building, 
previously a Congregational church, was» ‘renovated and redecorated at a cost 
of $42,000. . The money was collected during the last eight months oe the 
estimated 1,500 Sikhs in the Midlands area. 


* * * 


Two American Jewish Orthodox spiritual leaders have called on US and 
Israeli rabbis to organize a "joint Torah corps" to visit communities in 
under-developed nations and assist in strengthening Jewish religious life. 
The appeal. was made by Rabbi Charles B. Chavel, chairman of a special © 
religious convocation of the American Rabbinical Council of America and 
“Rabbi Abraham’ Av Rutick, first vice-president of the Council. The Council, 
“with a-membership of 800 rabbis, is the largest Orthodox group in ‘Uhe United 

Se atees serving 500,000 worshippers. 


* * * 


Work of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA Mission in Venezuela 
has been formally integrated into the framework of the Presbyterian Church 
of Venezuela in a ceremony at Caracas. Former members of the Mission are 
now fraternal workers and serve under the direction of the Venezuela Presby- 
tery. The US church began work in the country in 1897. There are'some 
750 communicant members in eight churches’ and some mission outposts. 


Beye aes a oe 


A permanent centre for the encouragement of the religious arts will 
be established in London next year, according to a report by the Dean of 
Gloucester, chairman of the (Anglican) Central Council for the Care cof 
Churches. It is expected to go into operation in 1962. The Dean: said 
the centre will seek to.provide a special ministry to Christian architects, 
artists and. craftsmen, and to serve as a centre for evangelism among non- 
Christian artists. 


* ct Pts: 


The first privately endowed, inter-racial liberal arts college to be 
started in the Southeast United States since 1900 will be built in Sarasota, 
Fla., with the cooperation of the Board of Home Missions of the Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches. It will be named New College. Dr. George F. 
Baughman has resigned as vice-president and treasurer of New York University 
to become its first president. EPS, Geneva. 
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Government Drops South African Treason Trials 


(Capetown) - The South African Government has announced that no further 
action will be taken against the remaining 61 persons accused in the 
Republic's celebrated treason trial, and it will not appeal against the 
acquittal of 28 other defendants by a trial court in Pretoria last March. 


Anglican Archdeacon C.T. Wood of Capetown, chairman of the Treason 
Trial Defence Fund in the Western Province, said the announcement would 
be received with "immense relief" by many people. 


A total of 156 persons was arrested in December, 1956, on charges of 
plotting against the government whose apartheid policy they opposed. 
Charges against those who had not been indicted were dropped soon after 
the start of the trial which cost the government more than $1,000,000. 
The Treason Trial Defence Fund, headed by Anglican Archbishop Joost de 
Blank of Capetown, received about $600,000 from people in various parts 
of the world. 


In commenting on the release of the last 61 defendants, Archdeacon 
Wood noted that, for the first time in four years, "the accused can relax 
and pick up the threads of their old life and seek permanent employment". 
EPS, Geneva 
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British Catholics Establish Body to Foster Unity 


(Liverpool) - The Roman Catholic hierarchy of England and Wales has 
established a Committee for Fostering Unity Among Christiang in Fngland 
under the chairmanship of Dr. John C. Heenan, the Archbishop of Liverpool. 


Observing that "spectacular progress" toward mutual understanding 
among Christians of different persuasions had been made in recent months, 
Dr. Heenan said "there is a rapidly growing enthusiasm for this new spirit 
in which Christians of different denominations want to be friendly towards 
one another", 


"Already the general public and the faithful of all denominations 
have grasped that the essential thing about this movement is that it is 
a genuine desire to get to know the other Christian's point of view", he 
said. "Formerly it was rather a case of Protestant versus Cathclic. 
Now the genuine desire is more to think of what we hold in common." 


However, Dr. Heenan warned that it would be unfortunate if Christians 
began to believe that "one Church is as good as another", since such 
thinking would lead to indifference on the part of church members. 


"Charity, friendship and love between Christians does not mean that 
doctrinal differences disappear", he stressed. ‘har, ie why itis a 
good thing to have this new committee to guide the work." 


In addition to Dr. Heenan, four bishops have been appointed by the 
hierarchy to serve on the committee. EPS, Geneva 


Rast German Press Attacks Bishop Lilje's TV Remarks 


(Hannover) - The Hast German press has directed sharp criticism at remarks 
made by Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, in a television interview on the 
question of whether Christians in the East Zone should actively oppose 
their government. 


"IT do not wish to endanger my brothers over there by simply saying, 
'Yes'!", Bishop Lilje was quoted as saying. "But that is what I think." 


While making it clear that it is not the task of Christians to engage 
in the use of force, he noted that the difference in basic outlook between 
Christianity and communism is so sharp that it cannot be bridged. 


"In our discussion for instance about the Marxist doctrine of man", 
he said, "we have found again and again that at one point such things are 
incompatible. 


"Christians will not jump to the conclusion that they should engage 


in bloodshed and massive resistance", he continued. "On the contrary, 
Christians will hold to their faith while standing firm. Moreover, at 
the moment, I would hardly advise anyone rashly to seize a rifle. That 


would certainly not be a wise or realistic decision." 


In reply, Hast Berlin's Neue Zeit, published by the Christian Demo- 
cratic Union, branded Bishop Lilje as a "false prophet", and contended 
that his statement "is a new climax, a non plus ultra, in the misuse of 
the Christian faith to support the Bonn militarists", The newspaper said 
further that the statement shows that Bishop Lilje is a "ringleader of the 
clerical extremists", and that his remarks will force Lutheran theologians 
in East Germany to indicate where they stand on the issue. EPS, Geneva 


No. 31 = llth August, 1961 3 


Ecumenical Patriarch Recognizes Bulgarian Patriarchate 


(Istanbul) - The Patriarchate of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church and the 
election of Metropolitan Cyril in 1953 as Patriarch, which were held 
arbitrary by the Ecumenical Patriarchate, have now been officially recog- 
nized by Athenagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch and supreme leader of Eastern 
Orthodoxy. 


This decision heals a rift between the Ecumenical Patriarchate and 
the Bulgarian Church which began eight years ago when the Bulgarian Holy 
Synod in Sofia elected Metropolitan Cyril a Patriarch in defiance of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinorl:. The Bulgarian Church had been 
an exarchate subject to the authority of the Ecumenical Patriarchs until 
1953. Following Cyril's election, which was held anti-canonical, Athen- 
eagoras broke off relations with the Bulgarian Church and informed all 
autocephalous Orthodox Churches that he regarded the creation of the 
Bulgarian Patriarchate as un-canonical and schismatic. 


According to Bishop Emilianos Timiadis, representative of the Eeumen- 
ical Patriarch to the World Council of Churches, the Ecumenical Patriarch» 
ate has recognized the Bulgarian Patriarch after he had admitted in humility 
what wrong he had done in 1953 and asked for pardon. 


Apostolys Andreas, official organ of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
commented that the Patriarchate decided to grant recogniticn "as the prcto- 
throne" (i,e. primus inter pares) of all Orthcdex churches, wishing that 
love and accord exist among all sister churches. The Greek Radio has 
reported that steps to secure the recognition had been initiated by Patri- 
arch Alexei of Moscow, head of the Russian Orthodcx Church, during a visit 
to Istanbul last December. EPS, Geneva 


Burma Christians Oppose State Religion Legislation 


(Rangoon) - The Burma Christian Council has taken the lead ameng!inon- 
Buddhist groups in the country in opposing government plans to make 
Buddhism the state religion. The Burmese Parliament is expected to 
approve legislation establishing the national religion at its forthcoming 
sessions beginning August 15. 


The Council, which is composed of Raptists, Methodists and Anglicans, 
has gone on record in opposition to establishment of any state religion. 
It has been joined in its opposition by Muslims who have expressed fear 
that the legislation would be detrimental to the interests of other 
religions and could affect the nation's solidarity. 


Roman Catholic leaders have made no objection and Hindu leaders have 
reported they have no comments. 


The legislation, in addition to establishing Buddhism as the state 
religion, would provide for promotion of all religions in Burma with funds in 
proportion to the size of the religious groups, and would make teaching 
of Buddhist scripture compulsory for Buddhist students in state-operated 
schools. Premier U Nu has told leaders of mincrity religious grcups that 
the bill would not result in discrimination against non-Buddhists. 


There are some 6,000 Protestants and more than 177,000 Roman Cathclics 
among Burma's population of 20,250,000. EPS, Geneva 
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Iwo New Texts on Atheism Published in Soviet Union 


(Moscow) - Two new reference books on atheism have been published in the 
Soviet Union by Gospolitizdat, the State publishing house for political 
literature. 


Already 100,000 copies of the first book containing 460 pages have 
been published. It is entitled "Osnovy Nauznovo Ateiszma" (Textbook of 
Scientific Atheism), and was compiled by a team of Soviet scientists for 
distribution throughout the USSR and other Communist countries. 


The book is divided into three parts: the first section deals with 
the scientific approach to religion and atheism; the second traces the 
origins and development of religion and criticizes religious doctrines; 
and the third gives a history of atheism in the USSR and of the governe 
ment!'s campaign against religion and the churches. 


The second book is a revised edition of an earlier work, entitled 
"Sputnik Ateista" (The Atheist's Companion), and is similar in content to 
the other volume. This 500-page book contains several anti-religicus 
caricatures and illustrations taken from exhibits in the Leningrad Museum 
of History, Religion and Atheism. A total of 180,000 copies has thus far 
been published. ; EPS, Geneva 


South African Mission Church Calls for "Amit 


" 
Se 


(Johannesburg) ~- The executive committee of the Synod of the Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church of South Africa, which embraces some 300,000 "Coloured" 
(mixed racial origin) members, has deolared that it is "deeply perturbed" 
because of deteriorating relations between whites and coloureds in politi- 
cal matters. 


A statement issued by the committee called upon its members to remain 
calm in this "time of crisis" and to obey the law, but it also asked the 
authorities to remember that "all children of South Africa must be treated 
fairly and in a Christian way". = 


Calling upon officials to recognize that the statement was issued as 
"an honest attempt to stimulate amity, Christian responsibility and co- 
operation", the committee appealed to members of the Mission Church "to 
remain worthy of the name Christian", even in the face of opposition. 


"We want to assure the people of our church that we, as preachers cf 
the Gospel in the Mission Church, do not stand unsympathetic towards some 
grievances they may have regarding the treatment they receive as a group", 
the statement said. 


"We admit that some measures not only touch. them personally but also 
cut deeply into their personal, family, social and religious LPiet et 
continued. "But we want to impress upon the members of our church that 
they should adhere to God's teachings and obey them under all circumstances, 
to be obedient to every human stipulation for Christ!s sake - and especially 
towards the highest government authority." 


The statement warned that "reactionary and revolutionary action can- 
not be approved of because it is un-Christian and contrary to the teachings 
of the Scriptures and will only divide the white and non-white Christians 
all the more", HPS, Geneva 
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Communist Congress Says USSR "Moslems Must Be Modernized" 


(Moscow) - A Communist Party Congress at Mahatchkala in the Caucasus has 
called upon Moslem leaders in the Soviet Union to "modernize" their 
religion and "adapt it ‘to Communist idcas". 


A report of the Congress published in Voprossy Filosofii, an official 
party paper, declared that "the aims and ideals of Mohammed have been 
realised in Communist philosophy". 


Survivals of Islam in the Soviet, it said, are "an obstacle to inter- 
national friendship" and strengthen "the interests of bourgeois national- 
ists", The Congress resolved to "persecute without mercy (these) sur- 
vivals" and to "eradicate them", EPS, Geneva 


Growth Reported in Evangelical Movement in Latin America 


(Lima, Peru) - Significant progress in the growth of the evangelical move- 
ment in Latin America has been reported to the Second Latin American Evan- 
gelical Conference. 


Dr. T.J. Liggett, president of the Union Theological Seminary, Puerto 
Rico, told 240 church leaders of some 50 denominations assembled here for 
the nine-day meeting (July 29 - August 6) that responses to a questionnaire 
indicate that "judged by traditional criteria .., the last ten years have 
been marked by great and hopeful achievements". 


He said the evangelical community on the continent now has about 
9,000,000 members, of whom about half are in Brazil and about 1,000,000 
each in Chile and Mexico. He said the reports indicate significant pro- 
gress in the formation of new congregations, the building cf new churches, 
formation of bible institutes and theological seminaries and stepped-up 
production of literature. Census figures show about 400 theolcgical 
seminaries on the entire continent, with Bolivia leading with a total of 17. 


Dr. Liggett also reported improvement in interdenominational cooperation. 
He said most countries now have some type of interdenominational organization, 
but that effective Christian witness is still seriously hampered by the many 
divisions which are particularly characteristic of the Latin American church 
scene, = 


, 4 second speaker, Dr. José Miguez Boninc, president of the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary of Buenos Aires, declared that the church in Latin America 
has failed to make it clear that "the Incarnation means that the ohurch must 
identify itself with the Latin man, and reveal the meaning of the Kingship 
of Christ- in relation to Latin culture". . 


Noting that evangelical groups are in the minority on the continent, 
Dr. Bonino said that, "the proclamation of the Gospel in Latin America means 
tw preach Christ in the face of the Roman Catholic Church. What is impcr- 
tant is not our conversation with Roman Catholicism, but Christ's dialogue 
with the Roman Catholic Church. Some people say the Roman Catholic Church 
can't be changed. When we say that we limit God's pcwer. We are not 
anti-Catholic, we are not pro-Catholic. We are Protestants and we take 
advantage of every opportunity to proclaim the message cf Christ as lcve." 
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A third speaker, Pastor Emilio Castro, of Montevideo, Uruguay, told 
the meeting that the church must examine closely the kind of influence it 
should seek to bring to political life. The Evangelical Church, he said, 
is "guilty of having developed social unrest, but often leaves people with 
little direction regarding their obedience to Christ. Our job is tc keep 
awakening social unrest...to convert men, bring them into the church and 
send them into the world as revolutionaries for Christ." (See Special 
Report this issue.) EPS, Geneva 


Prayer For Assembly Asked 


(Geneva) - Christians around the world will be asked to pray for the World 
Council of Churches! Third Assembly on its opening day, Sunday, Nevember 19. 


The suggested text. of a prayer, which will be sent to local congre- 
gations of the WCC!'!s 176 member churches by national councils and other 


ecumenical bodies, has been released by WCC headquarters here. 


The prayer asks in part that Assembly participants coming "from many 
lands and races" may "meet with one accord in one place" and that "He Whe 
is the true Light may be the light of their worship and their decisions, 
to the end that in their witness and service and unity Thy people may 
glorify Thy name in the whole world". 


Theme of the Assembly is "Jesus Christ - the Light of the Werld". 
Associate themes are "Witness", "Unity" and "Service", EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Niendller Reported "Improving" 

(Aabenraa, Denmark) ~ Dr. Martin Nieméller, West German Evangelical Church 
leader, was reported "improving" following a car accident that tcok the 
lives of his wife and their housekeeper. 


Doctors at the Aabenraa city hospital said they have high hcpes the 
69-year-old clergyman may recover. There had been fear that he might not 
survive because of a huge loss of blood. 


Dr, Niemdller suffered a brain concussion when his small car hit a 
tree in south Denmark on Monday. The Niemodllers were in Denmark on 
vacation. His wife, Marin Elisabeth Nieméller, 71, died instantly. The 
Nieméllers! housekeeper, Mrs. Dorothea Betha Schulz, 47, was fatally 
injured and died some time after reaching the hospital. /. fourth passen- 
ger, the Nieméllers! seven-year-old grandson, Martin von Kleewitz, escaped 
without injuries. 


Police said Dr. Niemdller apparently made no attempt to brake or turn 
before his Volkswagen crashed into the tree. The lack of evidence of 
brake tracks or skid marks has led them to believe that he fell ill mcments 
before the crash, 


Messages of sympathy for Dr. Nieméller, who is president of the Luther- 
an Church of Hesse-Nassau, West Germany, were reported arriving here from 
all over the world. They included a message from Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft 
on behalf of the World Council of Churches. Dr. Niemdller is a member of 
the WCC's Executive Committee. On Tuesday evening, the day follcwing the 
accident, the Evangelical Church in Berlin cf which he was pastcr frem 1931 
until 1937 when he was arrested for anti Nazi activities and sent tc con- 
centration camp, held a special service of intercession. EPS, Geneva 
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Pa ee ies 


Mr. Gabriel. Habib,. a. leader of the Orthodox Youth Movement of Syria 
and Lebanon, has been appointed to work in the Middle Last. He will 
devote part of his time to youth, as secretary of the Christian Youth 
Federation of Syria and Lebanon, and part of his time tc students, as 
secretary of the World Student Christian Federation for the Middle East. 
The appointment was arranged jointly by the Youth Department of. the World 
Council of Churches and the World Student Christian Federation, in con- 
sultation with the churches, Christian youth and student groups in the 
Middle Hast. Mr. Habib will be based in Beirut. _. . 


x * 


The German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of South Africa, previously 
related to the mother church in Germany, has established itself as an 
independent body to be known as the Lutheran Church in South Africa. © 
The 6,600-member denomination was originally an organized mission of the 
ea Church of Hannover. It has parishes in the provinces of the 
Orange Free State and Capetown, 


CN ees Det i oe 


The 5,000,000-member National Baptist Convention, USA; Ines, “thd 
nation's largest Negro church body, -has made the final payment on Freedom 
Farm in Somerville, Tennessee, which was purchased to resettle Negre 
families who had been. evicted from their tenant farms last winter, .. 
allegedly because they had registered to vote in last November's elections. 
Dr. J.H. Jackson, convention president, said the 400-acre farm was 
acquired at a cost of $60,000 as the first step in a long-range plan to - 
help Negro sharecroppers become oe ae aad farmers. The property was 
paid for = in /Si% months. BPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 
Consultation Studies Latin American Scene 


(Lima, Peru) ~ A series of far-ranging revorts delineating the 
social, economic and political issues in Latin America have been 
issued by the First Evangelical Consultation on Church and Society 
in Latin America. 


Fifty persons, including 42 delegates and eight observers, from 
14 countries of the Continent attended the four-day conference 
July 23 - 27, at Huampani, near Lima, held under auspices of the 
Departments on Church and Society of the Evangelical Confederations: of 
Churches in Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay, in co-operation with the 
Department on Church and Society of the World Council of Churches. 
The WCC was represented at the meeting by the Rev. Paul Abrecht, 
executive secretary of its Department on Church and Society. Consul- 
tation president was Prof. Miguez Bonino, president of the Union 
Theological Seminary of Buenos Aires. 


The statements, prepared by three “working parties", were 
received by the consultation in plenary session and issued as its 
CLeLeLaL® repo, 


Speaking on Latin America's social-cultural problems, the 
Consultation »ointed to the “tragic state of social and cultural 
under-development’*. This condition, it said, is due "not only to the 
lack of resources and wrong government planning, but also is the con- 
sequence of the feudal system inherited from the colonial period and 
maintained by oligarchial minorities", and "has been ag.ravated by 
certain cultural forces coming from outside". The condition of the 
indigenous population, the report charged, “in some countries remains 
a situation of half-slavery. 


"The conditions of the masses in the cities instead of being 
alleviated grow worse,'' while the rural class remains "the lowest 
social class in Latin America". 


The consultation urged study by the churches in both areas. 
What is needed, it said, is "true social planning to integrate the 
indigenous population into civil life". At the game time, the churches 
should study new ways to promote the dignity of rural work and offer 
a new evaluation of rural life. 


The report on economic conditions, speaking also of conditions 
in the cities, said they had been made worse by the violent economic 
upheavals due to industrialization and urbanization. 'These urban 
masses," it declared, “illiterate, lacking the skills necessary for 
technical employment, ill-housed, ill-fed, and rootless are a kind of 
forgotten proletariat." 


A section on problems of land reform reported that pressures 
for reform are "mounting daily to the extent that refusal or delay to 
act, whether due to the ineffectiveness of government or the unwill- 
ingness of the ruling classes to make the necessary changes by orderly 
and constitutional means, will only increase the danger of volcanic 
solutions." 
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The statement declared: "The Church has always held that the 
economic system must not be regarded as an end in itself, but as a 
means for achieving a just and responsible society. »Today, in 
Latin «merica, this means that we need an economic system which will 
maintain a balance between three values - freedom, justice and progress. 
Tn the past the emphasis has been mainly on freedom. Today the masses 
of people are ready to sacrifice freedom in order to achieve justice and 
progress. It is the responsibility of the Church to recognize these 
aspirations as legitimate parts of the Christian concern for the human 
PERSONA ibe ee 


The statement on politics pointed to “the continuing corruption 
which characterizes most Latin American political regimes", and jisted 
dictatorship and militarism as "the big dangers" of the Latin American 
political scene. . 


The nationalism movement is today the basis for the struggle for 
economic freedom in the Continent, it said, noting that “economic 
impericlism in our continent has strengthened the concern to achieve 
our full sovereignity'. Itadded: "Not all imperialism is Yankee; 
there igs another as dangerous, namely Soviet imperialism... If it is 
true that imperialism has corrupted many of our sovernments, it is 
because it has found corruptible material. Therefore the solution of 
the problem is not all on one side". 


In concluding sessions the consultation agreed to continue its 
work through a Latin American Junta (Commission) on Church and Society, 
to be organized under auspices of the study commissions of the church 
federationsin Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and ilexico. 


Tt was proposed that the Junta call a second Latin American 
consultation on church and-society in:two years, and that in 1962 it 
sponsor, in co-operation with the North American Committee on 
Co-operation in Latin America, a “hemispheric discussion to develop 
a better understanding of the nature of the crisis brought by rapid 
social change and to assist each other in making a true Christian 
witness in this situation". Aye | EPS, Geneva 
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south African Methodists study Mixed Marriages 


(Capetown) - A special committee of the Methodist Church in South Africa 
has concluded that there are no theological grounds for prohibiting 
inter-racial marriages. 


tRacially-mixed marriages, provided they are securely founded on 
common cultural attainments and spiritual ideals, are not contrary to 
God's law and man's law should not prohibit them'', the committee said 
in a booklet entitled, 'Christian Convictions about a Multi-Racial 
pociety". 


However, the committee said it did not "advocate a general mixture, 
believing that neither Buropean nor African desires mixed marriages. 
The essential foundation for a successful and happy marriage is a 
common heritage, culture and religion", it added. 


stressing that the "only hope of preserving civilisation and Christ- 
Llanity in South Africa is an integrated multi-racial community", the 
committee declared: ‘Those who support apartheid believe the most 
important thing is to keep the white race white for they see whites as 
the sole guardians of civilisation in South Africa. 
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"In fact, the first article of their creed is belief in white 
privilege for white posterity. This leads to the worst feature of 
apartheid - determination not only to survive but to dominate, result- 
ing in a monopoly of privilege fundamentally selfish and an insistence 
on mastery which is un-Christian.'" 


The committee contended that the government's "determination" to 
pursue its segregation policies "is like running headlong to disaster", 
But it made it clear that it was not suggesting that all present 
patterns of separation be speedily abolished because “chaos would 
result". 


The committee concluded: "Total apartheid, in the sense of comple- 
tely separate and independent white and non-white states, would not be 
un-Christian if established by mutual agreement with justice on both 
Sides. But a completely independent black state on the borders of a 
white one would probably be as great a danger to the white state in 
South Africa as the prescont position is said to be. Complete terri- 
torial apartheid, therefore, is impracticable." uPS, Geneva 


UN Official Criticizes US Aid Policies 
(New York) - Andrew W. Cordier, United Nations undersecretary for 
General Assembly affairs, has told a meeting here that the United States 


should pattern its foreign aid operations after the work of Christian 
missionaries. 


Addressing delegates to the 24rd biennial convention of United 
lutheran Church ilen, the US diplomat said his country must study the 
"psychology of giving" because foreign aid given in pride often causes 
the recipient to be humiliated. 


"We must have sincere confidence in peoples - in their capacity 
to make a contribution even if they are unschooled and illiterate", he 
declared. "Much simple and national wisdom that men can build upon is 
to be found in every nation, no matter how young. The Christian 
missionaries in the past have found this so and have been able to build 
on this." 


Much of the United States! financial aid has been misdirected, he 
added. He quoted an official of a government receiving US aid who 
Said, "You Americans often scratch where it doesn't itch". EPS, Geneva 


fibetan iiefugee Children Meet Swiss Foster Parents 


(Geneva) - With many a hug and scarcely a whimper, sixteen Tibetan 
refugee children, aged between three and seven years of age, have found 
new parents, brothers, and sisters in Switzerland. 


Every one of them is an orphan or had become separated from his or her 
family during the flight from Tibet. Now with the approval of the 
Dalai Lama and the Swiss authorities they are to become members of 
Swiss families who will bring them up exactly as though they were their 
own children. 
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"re have promised the Dalai Lama to give these little boys and 
girls a great deal of love and a good education,'' Mr. C. Aeschimann, 
of Olten, Switzerland, who conceived the idea and carried it through 
almost single-handed, said at a welcoming party for the children 
when they arrived. 


The children have such names as Gadee, Kalsang, Phuchung, Bhutee, 
and Yeshe Lhazom. They speak only Tibetan but experience suggests that 
hey will quickly pick up German and French from their new brothers 
and sisters. 


The idea arose when ir. Aeschimann met Heinrich Harer, the author 
of the best-seller "Seven Years in Tibet". MThis.aroused Mr.seschimann's 
interest in the country and he wondered what he could do for the 
children who were refugees in India. 


It occurred to iir. Aeschimann that people in Switzerland might be 
willing to take some Tibetan children into their families and bring 
them up as their own. With the approval of the Dalai. Lama who is also 
a refugee in india, he described his idea in newspaper articles. 


When readers wrote to him he went to see them and told them what 
they would be undertaking. Then he obtained permission from the Swiss 
authorities for the children to be brought to Switzerland for resettlenent. 


After this Mr. Aeschimann enlisted the aid of such voluntary 
societies as Swiss Aid to Tibet and the World Council of Churches. 


The Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
WCC is currently resettling more than 12,000 refugees a year in new 
countries and it was able to use its experience in this field: to 
facilitate the transfer of the Tibetan youngsters for whom sponsors 
had been obtained. It also arranged with the United States Hscapee 
Programme to pay the full. cost of bringing over the children. 


The response to Mr. Aeschimann's scheme has been so generous that 
40 offers of sponsorship could not be met, but it may be possible to 
aprange for a second party of Tibetan orphans to be brought out later. 


Note to Editors:- pictures to accompany this story are available from 
The morta Council ‘of Churches, 


17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland.__ 
BPS Genvea 


North Irish Churchmen Oppose Capital Punishment 


— 


(Belfast) - A statement opposing capital punishment has been issued by 
representatives of the Presbyterian, Anglican and Methodist communions 
in Northern Ireland after the death penalty was administered recently 
in Belfast after a 20-year interval. 


Among those who signed the statement were the Rt. Rev. W.A.A. Park, 
moderator of the Presbyterian General Assembly; the Rev. C. W. Ranson, 
president of the Methodist Church in Ireland; and the Rev. W.J.R. Benson, 
secretary of the Belfast Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


NCCJ Leaders to Confer with Huropean Churchmen 


(Yew York) - Two officials of the National Conference of Christiens and 
Jews (USA) will spend two weeks next month conferring with Protestant, 
Catholic, Orthodox and Jewish leaders who are seeking to "bring about 
Significant new approaches to the increased inter-religious understand- 
ing now taking place in continental Europe". 
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Dr. Lewis Webster Jones, NCCJ president, and Dr. Dumont Kenny, 
the conference's vice-president for programme development, will meet 
with leaders of the World Council of Churches, Vatican officials, and 
others interested in promoting community co-operation among people of 
various religious faiths. 


fhe tour will merk the launching of a four-year NCCJ programme 
"to raise the general level of public discussion and understanding 
among religious groups differing on issues of public concern", 

Dr. Jones said the programme has three primary objectives: 
(1) to analyze the varied practical and theoretical problems involving 
political action and religious freedom; (2) to bring greater 
intellectual coherence and depth into inter-religious relationships 
end public policy; and (3) to lessen destructive conflict created by 
different religious approaches to social problems. PS, Geneva 


Priest Reports Conversions of Bast india Aborigines 


(Trichinopoly, India) - A Roman Catholic missionary has reported that 
progress is being made in the conversion of aboriginal tribesmen in 
south-east India to the Roman Catholic faith. 


The Rev. K. Ritz, of the Society of the Divine word, who is work- 
ing in the area, said that most of the conversions have been made 
among animists who previously worshipped mountains, rivers, and trees. 


Concentrating their efforts in the Diocese of Sambalpur, Father 
Ritz said that the Divine Word missionaries are largely responsible 
for the number of new converts. At present, there are some 90,000 
Catholics in a total population of 1,000,000 in the diocesan area. 
iPS, Geneva 


L 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches in the United States in 
its annual Labour Sunday message, has declared that full employment is 
"an ethical imperative’ in the age of eutomation. 


US Churches! 


abour Message Says Full Employment is "Ethical imperative" 


SR eo ee 


"To achieve it, it will require the best creative thinking and 
action on the part of everyone, including labour, Management, agri- 
culture, government and the Christian churches", the message observed. 


"Immediately there must be retraining and relocation of workers, 
better provisions for retirement and transfer of benefits, assistance 
in difficult psychological adjustments, it continued. “All segments 
of the community must be willing to assume responsibility for such 
programmes, even as labour must. be willing to accept new techniques 
(of production)." 


insisting that the total problem cannot be solved by “stop-gap 
measures", the message noted that ‘only a positive and determined 
effort for efficient, full production and full employment aimed at 
providing decent living conditions the world over can do that", 


It is the 44th annual Labour Service message issued by the Coun- 
cil's Department of the Church and Economic Life. I+ is expected to 
be read in many churches’ across the country on Labour sunday, 
September 3. EPS, Geneva 
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Episcopal Weekly Criticizes lincyclical 

(Milwaukee, Wisc.) - The Living Church, a US Protestant Episcopal 
magazine published here,has criticized Pope John XYI‘I's "Mater et 
Magistra" encyclical for what it calls " a total picture of a 
paternal state obeying the dicates of a matriarchal Church", 


"Tn spite of elements of moral and intellectual grandeur", it 
said, “it does not finally commend itself to men brought up in an 
atmosphere of freedom." 


"Neither States nor Churches have in practice proved themselves 
to be sufficiently wise and patient and good to be given the amount of 
authority over the lives of individuals and groups that is depicted 
in "Mater et Magistra- 


"Tf only everybody believed correctly and exercised his reason 
upon the social’ problems of the world, the encyvelical seems to imply, 
the rest would be easy. But if this were true, then Spain and Italy 
and Portugal would be havens of social peace and prosperity." 


The weekly, like most Protestant commentators, took issue with 
the encyclical's position on population control, charging that it had 
"failed to face squarely the problems of densely populated countries, 
while flatly rejecting birth control as a means of redressing the 
imbalance between population and the supply of food", 


Its comments, generally, however, were in sharp contrast to the 
reactions of the majority of Protestant church leaders, most of whom 
have hailed it for its liberal views on social doctrine and legislation. 
(See EPS No. 29) aha ole! EPS, Geneva 


Kenyatta Calls for Unity and Peace 


(Nairobi) - Jomo Kenyatta, the symbol of African nationalism in Kenya, 
returned to his home in Gatundu near here after nine years imprison- 
ment and restricted custody and immediately called upon his people to 
work for unity and peace. 


"Then we will get our independence faster," said Kenyatta, speak- 
ing in Swahili and in Kikuyu to the thousands of Africans who greeted 
him upon his return home. 


"If there is trouble, violence or disturbances, our independence 
will be delayed," he said. ‘Whoever supports trouble or violence is an 
enemy of our freedom.' 


Kenyatta, who was arrested by the British Government following the 
nationalist uprisings of the early 1950s, earlier met with two groups 
of church leaders in Maralal, where he had been living in restricted 
residence. (See EPS No.22) 


The nationalist leader told a group of Friends (Quakers) that the 

future of all minority groups in Kenya would be safeguarded, and that 
-no one who accepted Africans as equals had anything to fear. Those 

who held other views would leave, he added. EPS, Geneva 
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Non-Violent Peace Brigade Proposed 


(London) - A proposal for a World Peace Brigade of unarmed volunteers 
trained in the Gandhian techniques of non-violence, has been announced 
here. 


The proposal is being backed by a number of prominent Christian 
leaders from several countries, who have formed a preparatory 
committee. 


The announcement said the non-political international brigade would 
offer itself as an alternative to the sending of a United Nations armed 
force and would go to any area of tension in the world. Members would 
be prepared to risk their lives "by walking between hostile groups to 
pacify them by words, by literature or by their very presence." 


The preparatory committee has asked the Lebanese Government Dor 
permission to hold a conference near Beirut from December 28 to 
January 1 to discuss the proposal. Sponsors of the movement include 
Dr. Martin Niemoller, South African novelist Alan Paton, Danilo Dolei, 
Sicily, Bertrand Russell and the Abbé Pierre of France. 


A spokesman said there already has been wide response from individ- 
uals and organisations who wish to join or support the brigade. 
President Nyerere of Tanganyika has invited the brigade to come to his 
country for training. EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholics, Protestants Oppose School Control Transfer 


(Capetown, South Africa) - Roman Catholics in the Union of South Africa 
have joined forces with an inter-church Protestant committee to protest 
against plans for transferring control over Coloured schools in the 
Cape Province from provincial to central government authorities. 


A report in The Methodist Churchman said it was "the first time 
that Catholics in South Africa had associated themselves with an inter- 
church organization of this type't. The publication said the associa- 
tion was "most gratifying". 


Represented on the Inter-Church Committee opposing the transfer 
are the African Methodist Bpiscopal Church, the Anglican Church, the 
Congregational Union of South Africa, and the Lutheran, Methodist, 
Moravian and Dutch Reformed Mission Churches. EPS, Geneva 


Tableau Stirs Controversy 


(Derby, England) ~ A tableau showing Christ as a young man in modern 
dress standing before a uniformed inquisitor and guarded by a steel- 
helmeted soldier has caused an uproar in the community of Bonsall, 
Derbyshire, England. 


The picture was awarded first prize in the village's ancient 
tableau contest, winning out over traditional representations of Christ 
in Biblical garb, but the decision aencoreduseveral mersons., "Lthis a 
mockery and a travesty", said one. 


Alan Bednall, designer of the tableau, defended his work. "If a 
Christian could retain humility before a jgack-booted, machine-gun bear- 
ing inquisitor - as Christ did before Pontius Pilate - he would achieve 
all that Jesus could ask", he said. "And if Jesus came back to earth 
today he would come in modern clothes, not in a gown. Could the girlish 
figure shown as Jesus in most paintings have gone up to a tough fisher- 
man like Peter and gained instant recognition as the Master?", he added. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Jewish Life Termed at End in Russia 


(Chicago) - "Jewish life in Russia is now virtually at an end", 

J. I. Fishbein, editor and publisher of the sentinel, a US Jewish 
weekly newspaper has reported here at the conclusion of a three-week 
tour of the Soviet Union. 


Mr. Fishbein reported only one synagogue remaining in each of even 
the largest Jewish centres of the Soviet Union and that they are used 
almost exclusively by elderly people. 


He estimated on the basis of statistics that about 2, 700's000' of, the 
world's estimated 15,000,000 Jews live in Russia. He said young 


Russian Jews will have nothing to do with Jewish re. Pee baer 
long as you do not seek to perpetuate your Jewishness, apparently there 
is no discrimination," he commented. HPS, Geneva 


"We Are Brothers", Bishop Debelius Tells Berliners 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius has told Christians in Berlin that no 
political barriers can ever separate them, and that regardless of what 
happens, "yet, we are brothers". 


The octogenarian German church leader spoke in a Monday radio 
programme, carried by the West Berlin radio into both sectors of the 
divided city. 


"All things work for the good of those who love God," he affirmed. 
"fe must face this new trial without bitterness and have confidence in 
Him who guides the hearts of men." 


His message was broadcast in the midst of increasing tension, 
after Communist troops sealed off the Bast Berlin border in an effort 
to halt the mass exodus of refugees into the Western sector. 


Dr. Dibelius is Bishop of the Church of Berlin Brandenburg, and 
his diocese includes parishes in both the East and West sectors. 


Two years ago the church's Synod developed a plan for action in 
the event of its congregations in the East being cut off from those in 
the West. However, it was learned, following a meeting of church 
leaders on Monday, that they did not feel the present situation 
warrented putting the plan into action. HPS, Geneva 


IT FOR Proposes Plan for Berlin Crisis 


(Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, France) - The International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (IFOR ) has called upon the Western and Soviet powers to 
come to an agreement which would make Berlin an internationally 
guaranteed and supervised free city. | 


It has also asked for a neutralized confederation of German states, 
and the development of a "denuclearized belt" in the centre of Kurope. 


The proposal is put forward in a 500-word statement, issued at 
the conclusion here this week of the bi-annual meeting of the Fellow 
Ship's policy-making Council. Sixty-nine persons from Hurope, Canada 
and the United States participated. No Bastern Huropean country was 
represented, as IFOR does not have permission to organize in these 
countries. 


The statement made these points: 


Mghe Berlin Crisis seinet really a crisis of Berlin, but a further 
manifestation of the pliert of a world victimised by the struggle 
between two groups of nations, each afraid of the other and led by its 
fear into the very acts and attitudes likely to lead to the catastrophe 
it dreads. A peaceful solution of the Berlin impasse can be: readily 
found in the direction of moves intended to reduce the tension between 
the two blocs. 


"Under the circumstances of our times, for example, no solution of 
Berlin or Germany itself will be acceptable that serves in any way to 
strengthen the position of either group of powers vis-a-vis the other. 
Given the will to find a peaceful solution, however, there are promising 
directions in which negotiations might proceed. Some of these are:- 


"(]) Hither the inclusion of all of Berlin in an internationally 
guaranteed and supervised free city, or the agreement to main- 
tain the present sectors, Hast and West, under their present 
political and military authorities until the whole city of Berlin 

can take its proper place in a neutralised confederation of 
German states; 


"(2) The earlv recognition by the Western Powers of the German 
Democratic khepublic and of the Oder-Neisse line as Germany's 
eastern frontier; 


"( 3) The simultaneous withdrawal of the German Federal Republic 
from NATO and the German Democratic Republic from the Warsaw Pact; 


"(4) The disarmament of the two Germanies by phases, beginning 
with their joint renunciation of all nuclear arms and other 
weapons of mass destruction; 


"(5) The opening of negotiations between the three Western allies, 
the USSR, the Scandinavian governments, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, and the two Germanies, with the aim of creating without 
delay a denucleariscd belt in the centre of Herope and, in the 
following phase, a completely demilitarised European heartland}; 


"(6) The preparation of a German Confederation through direct 
negotiations between the two disarming German republics; the further 
negotiation between the German Vontederation and the Berlin author- 
ities of the role of that city within the Confederation; 


"(7) The establishment of a treaty of peace between the German 
Confederation and the states that were at war with the National 
pocialist Reich; 


(8) The commitment of all states engaged in the foregoing series 
of negotiations to work simultaneously for effective, world-wide 
disarmament, beginning with nuclear weapons and their testing. 


tie international body is an association of national Fellowships 
er Reconciliation in’ 25-countries. It includes both Protestants and 
Roman Catholics and has about 40,000 members. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Appeals for Congo Aid 


(Geneva) - An urgent appeal for doctors, medicines, food, supplies and 
funds for relief work among Angolan and other refugees in the Congo has 
been made by the World Council of Churches. 
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The international body in a letter issued here called upon its 
176 member churches to help underwrite both emergency aid and long-term 
educational and rehabilitation assistance programmes. 


A major part of the help is required for the thousands of Angolan 
refugees in the Congo. An estimated 150,000 have already crossed the 
border and hundreds more are reported coming in every day. 


Protestant church aid is channeled through the Congo Protestant 
Relief Agency (CPRA) which has headquarters in Leopoldville. The agency 
has responsibility for an area in which 30,000 Angolans are located. 
*f Aid in other areas is being given by the Red Cross and Caritas, the 
Roman Catholic relief agency. ; 


The appeal for assistance is based on first-hand reports made by the 
Rev. William Du Val, administrative secretary of the WCC's Division of 
Inter~Church Aid and Service to Refugees, and Pastor Pierre Benignus, of 
the Evangelical Mission Society of Paris. Both recently spent several 
days in the Congo on an inspection tour to determine needs in the relief 
operation. 


They reported the following are “urgently required": 


Doctors - At present there are only 250 qualified practitioners in 
the entire Congo. About 20 of these were recruited through "Operation 
Doctor", a co-operative plan of the Protestant churches. Many more are 
required to meet "a crisis situation". 


Medicines + The following in any quantity are required immediatelys 
anti-malarial drugs, worm medicines, iron, aspirin, anti-biotics, 
vitamins, bandaging in bulk in all widths. Also needed is dried fish 
because it keeps well in the hot climate and is rich in protein nourish- 
ment, the most serious dietary lack of most refugees. 


Supplies - Two 5 or 6 ton trucks and a Volkswagen Combibus are 
required. The trucks are used to carry food to the border areas and take 
refugees to the interior on return. Funds are also required for the 
transport of supplies to areas which can be reached only by air-freight. 


The World Council appeal asks that all supplies be sent directly to 
the Congo in care of Mr. Glen W. Tuttle, executive secretary of the Congo 
Protestant Relief Agency, B.P. 123, Leopoldville, Congo. He should be 
contacted in advance to determine port of shipment. Funds should be 
sent to the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 

BPS, Geneva 


Methodists Will Consider Formation of World Church 


(Oslo, Norway ) - Some 2,000 Methodist leaders,convened here for the tenth 
World Methodist Conference which opened here yesterday, will consider a 
proposal for unification of their churches into a World Methodist Church. 
This would create the largest integrated Protestant church in the world. 
The delegates represent 40 Methodist churches with a membership of 
20,000,000 in 76 countries. 


Advocates of the proposal argue that the advance of Christianity is 
being impeded in Africa and Asia by tags of "colonialism" and "imperial- 
ism". A World Methodist Church would not be tied to any race, nation or 

, economic system. 


is: 
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Those who oppose the plan fear the creation of a powerful Methodist 
bloc might tempt politicians to use it in the cold war,and that with 
US resources it would become merely "anti-Communist". HPS, Geneva 


Five New Member Churches For World Presbyterian Alliance 


(Oegstgeest, Netherlands) - Pive additional churches have been admitted 
to membership in the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (World 
Presbyterian Alliance). The action was taken at a meeting of the 
Alliance's 25-member Executive Committee held here last week. It 


- brings the number of Alliance member churches to 89. Twenty-eight of 


these are in Europe and 22 in Africa. 


The new members are the United Presbyterian Church of Pakistan, the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Rio Muni (Spanish Guinea), the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ruanda (Africa), the United Church of 
Central Africa in Rhodesia, and the Presbytery of Guiana (British Guiana, 
south America). 


In another session, the Committee endorsed the lines being taken in 
a study now underway by the Alliance!s Department of Theology on 
"Catholicity as it is understood by the Reformed Churches". It express- 
ed the hope that the study will produce a statement on the proper 
behaviour of Presbyterian and Reformed churches in union negotiations. 
EPS, Geneva 


in, Braet 


Dr. Martin Niemoller continues to improve, following an automobile 
accident at Aabenraa, Denmark. Doctors at the hospital in South Jutland 
Said the German Evangelical Church leader is now able to receive visitors. 
Dr. Niemoller was injured in an automobile accident. which took the lives 
of his wife and their housekeeper. (See EPS No. 31) 


* * * 


Chinese women refugees from Hong Kong will receive training as 
nurses in Germany through a plan organised by a Lutheran Convent in 
Wuppertal and Lutheran World Service, Hong Kong. Nine have already. 
arrived in Germany and started training. After two years as probationers, 
they will continue with a three-year student-nurse course, which will 
prepare them for examinations for the State Nursing Diploma. Upon 
graduation they will return to Hong Kong to work in the Fang-Ling 
Hospital there. 


* * * 


A leading German churchman has proposed that the first Sunday after 
Trinity Sunday be set aside every year as a time of special services of 
repentence for the slaughter of the Jews during the Nazi era. The 
proposal has been made by Probst D. Heinrich Gruber, former represent- 
ative of the Evangelical Church in Germany to the East German government. 
He recommended that special collections for Israel be taken at the 
Services. Dr. Gruber recently was in the news when he testified for the 
prosecution at the Hichmann trial in Israel. 


* % * 
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Dr. Kathleen Kenyon of the British School of Archaeology and 
members of the Jerusalem Ecole Biblique have unearthed ancient city 
walls, believed to be the site of the earliest Jerusalem of the 
Canaanite period. In announcing the discovery, Dr. Awnu Dajani, 
director of the Jordan Antiquities Department, said the wall is 
believed to be part of the city captured by David, 1,000 years before 
Christ. . 


* * * 


Church World Service, relief agency of the National Councilof 
Churches (USA), has launched a new relief and rehabilitation programme 
in British Honduras. The programme will include agricultural develop- 
ment, handicraft projects, education and social case work. 


- * * 


Missionaries of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk of South. Africa 
have completed the translation of the Bible into the Tiv language of 
Northern Nigeria. The work was begun when the South African mission- 
aries went to Nigeria a half-century ago. The first booklet published 
in the Tiv language in 1914 contained certain chapters from the 
Scriptures. 


* * * 


Amleto Giovanni’ Cardinal Cicognani has been named by Pope John. XXIT Ig 
ag Vatican Secretary of State to succeed the late Domenico Cardinal 
Tardini who died on 30th July. Cardinal Cicognani, 78, is a member 
of the Roman Curia, the Roman Catholic Church!s governing body, and 
has been secretary of the congregation of the bastern Catholic Church. 
Vatican sources have reported that Pope John will hold a consistory 
toward. the end of September to fill vacancies in the Sacred College of 
Cardinals. Last January the College was raised to 85 members, its 
highest membership in history. However, four cardinals have died since 
that time. EPS, Geneva 


* * * 


NOTE: There will be no EPS issues on 25th August or lst September. | 
The next issue will be dated 8th September. . 


CORRECTION: The number of Protestants in Burma was incorrectly listed 
in llth August issue of EPS as 6,000. The correct figure 
is 600,000. 
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Special Report 


Mission Hospitals "Swamped" in Congo 
By Hugh’ Samson "British Council; of ‘Churches 


(Leopoldville, Congo) - Mission hospitals in the Congo are being swamped 
with patients, and according to Dr. Glen Tuttle, chairman of the Congo 
Protestant Relief Agency, the position "is going to get a lot worse". 


Dee Tuttle, a USimedical missionary, says. that the serious shortage 
of doctors in the Congo has not yet resulted in any marked decline in 
public health, but "we are only just about holding our own. Like every 
Sector of public life in the Congo we are coasting along under the impe- 
tus of the administration before Independence." 


Before Congolese independence there were about 750 doctors, mostly 
Belgians, in the country. This represented one doctor for about every 
20,000 persons. The position today is that there are only 250 qualified 
practitioners including those brought in temporarily by the World Health 
Organisation and the Congo Protestant Relief Agency. The League of Red 
Cross Societies also brought in doctors on a temporary dasis but, being 
essentially an emergency organisation it has since withdrawn then. 


The first two Congolese doctors graduated last month (July) from 
Lovanium University, Leopoldville; but. Dr. Tuttle estimates that it will 
be at least 25 years before there are anything like enough qualified 
Congolese, ro) 


There are about 45 Protestant mission hospitals in the Congo and 
though inadequately staffed they are a little better-off for doctors than 
the Government hospitals. The plight of these Government hospitais has 
led WHO to raise its 5-year target from 100 doctors to 200. Meanwhile, 
unable to get traatment in Government hospitals, patients are crowding 

the mission hospitals. 


Through gifts from churches and drug houses overseas the drug scar- 
city at mission hospitals has been eased somewhat, there is still a 
Shortage of anti-malarials, worm medicines, iron for anaemia, and aspirin. 
But State hospitals are in a worse position because the Government lacks 
foreign currency. Recently about £150,000-worth ($420,000) of medical 
supplies arriving at the Congolese port of Matadi had to be turned away 
because the Congolese Government was unable to pay for them. 


Under the Congo Protestant Relief Agency's "Operation Doctor" about 
20 doctors will be in action by September. The CPRA target is 100 doctors 
over a 5-year period. The agency brings the doctors in from overseas on 

temporary engagements for periods of 4 months, 6 months or a year. Their 
passage and keep are provided for by the agency, and dependent families 
left at home are also given an allowance. A man coming in under Operation 
Doctor receives about £70 ($200) a month plus half that amount again for 
his wife if she accompanies him. Present CPRA doctors are mostly from the 
USA, but there are two from Britain and two from Canada. 


At a 200-bed mission hospital some 50 miles west of Leopoldville I 
asked a doctor from Florida what had persuaded him to take a 4 months 
leave of absence from his practice at home. "The need", he said simply. 
"IT read of it in a church paper back home and discussed the situation 
with a missionary home on furlough from the Congo. I just locked my sur- 
gery door and came." 
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The hospital at Kimpesi where this doctor has temporarily joined 
the medical staff now has 260 in-patients and an almost uncountable num- 
ber of out-patients who walk or ride in from miles around and sleep in 
the huts provided for them during their treatment. 


The normal practice in Africa, where nurses are almost as scarce as 
doctors, is for a patient to bring one "helper" to hospital with him to 
cook his food and look after his general needs, With the single exceptior 
of the new Lovanium University Hospital near Leopoldville, no hospital 
feeds its patients. The helpers are generally wives or sisters who, al- 
though leaving older children in the care of relatives, have to bring 
unweaned babies along to hospital with them - not to mention. cooking- 
pots, blankets and other miscellaneous possessions. 


At Kimpesi it is estimated that over 600 people sleep every night 
in. this 200-+bed hospital. When I toured it at 9 pem.. one evening it re- 
quired the utmost care to avoid treading on sleeping bundles lying head- 
to-toe along every corridor. and between the beds in each ward. 

(See also story page 8 this issue) 


Pictures to illustrate the work of the churches in the Congo are 
available from the World Council of Churches Information Department, 
17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Closer Fellowship Sought by CSI and Indian Lutherans 


(Bangalore) - Closer fellowship between Lutheran congregations throughout 
India and members of the Church of South India is being sought by the Inter- 
Church Commission appointed by both communions to study eventual merger. 


At a meeting here, the commission recommended that the churches set up 
joint organs for evangelizing unoccupied areas and work out a programme fcr 
evangelism in new industrial localities. 


The commission also recommended that the churches jointly plan for the 
pastoral care of scattered Christians, especially in the newly developing 
areas so that "closer fellowship between the churches may be increasingly 
manifest", 


Wherever there are strong CSI and Lutheran congregations in a particu- 
lar area, the commission said, pastors and church members should be en- 
couraged to come together regularly for common study of questions relating 
to the Christian life, faith and witness with a view toward mutual enrich- 
ment and the fostering of closer fellowship. 


The commission further recommended that inter-church conferences should 
be organized at the local level so that the clergy and laity will be in- 
formed of the cnmmission's work and "of all the developments towards union". 
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The Most Rev. H. Sumitra, CSI moderator, and the Rt. Rev. Rajah B. 
Manikam, Lutheran Bishop of Tranquebar, were elected joint chairmen of the 
commission. The Rev. J.R. Chandran of United Theological College, 
Bangalore, was named secretary. 


The commission agreed that two doctrinal statements should be drafted. 
One will be a concise statement suitable for inclusion in the constitution 
of the united church, while the second will be more detailed and will serve 
as a supplementary statement of faith. 


It was also tentatively agreed that both statements should contain the 
following main sections: (1) the faith of the Church in the Triune God with 
an introductory statement on unity in Christ; (2) the Word and the Sacra- 
ments, including a statement on the place of the Scriptures, creeds and 
confessions, and (3) the Church and the ministry. 


The commission members raised several questions relative to the nature 
of the proposed united church. Among them were: (1) whether a federal 
type of union with free inter-communion should be attempted before the 
achievement of organic union; (2) whether it would be possible to have 
both episcopal and non-episcopal administration in the organically united 
church, and (3) whether it is possible to relieve the episcopal office of 
the burdens of administrative authority. 


The commission also appointed a committee to draft a common catechism 
for use in the churches even prior to the proposed union. Its purpose 
will be to ensure systematic teaching of the essential doctrines of the 
Christian faith. However, it was agreed that the catechism will supple- 
ment rather than replace any existing ones which have been effective in the 
teaching ministry of the different churches. EPS, Geneva 


Methodists Urged to Lead in Peace, Racial Justice 


(Oslo) - Some 2,500 Methodists from all over the world have concluded the 
10th World Methodist Conference with a message touching on a broad range of 
issues including war and peace, racial injustice and the needs cf ycuth. 


The message, among other things, pointing to the "menace of war as a 
threat to humanity's future", called upon Methodists to "practise the way 
of peacemakers intelligently and obediently"; asked them ts "stand 
for the elimination of discrimination and segregation", and urged Methodist 
churches to make youth work "one of the highest priorities ... in every 
land". 


Built around the conference theme, "New Life in the Spirit", the 
message also asked Methodists to "support, to the point of sacrifice, plans 
to raise the living standards of poorer nations". Further it asked "a : 
bold appraisal of our missionary efforts" and faster "surrender to newer : 
churches of authority and responsibility for evangelization of their people". 


in an earlier session of the nine-day meeting the Conference heard 
World Council of Churches! general secretary Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft declare 
that church bodies should think of themselves as provisional rather than as 
permanent institutions. "We don't seek unity because we are scared by the 
common dangers", he said. Rather "the main motive of unity is to demon- 
strate the essential quality of the Christian Church which is its all- 
embracing universal character. 


a 
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"The ecumenical movement is an explosion of that fundamental univer- 
salism of the Christian Church. You can suppress it for a time, but it 
will always reassert itself." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft noted that "if we want to bring (into the ecumeni- 
cal movement) the Christians of Eastern Hurope, and notably Russia, we do 
SO because we are under orders. We are simply fulfilling the purpose of 
the ecumenical movement." 


In other sessions the Methodists: 


Named Bishop Fred Pierce Corson, of Philadelphia, Pa. (USA), as 
president of the World Methodist Council, succeeding Dr. Harold Roverts, 
of Richmond, Surrey, England. 


Made significant revisions in the Council's constitution designed to 
bring about closer relationships of the Methodist bodies of the world. 
The changes which spell out more explicitly the Council's purpose than had 
been done previously include an agreement that Council membership in the 
future will be recruited directly from its 40 member churches, rather than 
indirectly on a geographical basis from the 76 countries represented as 
had been done till now. 


Set up a series of study committees to review the problems involved 
in the proposed merger of the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the 
Methodist Church. Active negotiations between the two bodies have beon 
in progress for six years through their Commission on Church Union. 

EPS, Geneva 


Portuguese Release Baptist Missionary 

(London) ~ Dr. Rodger Shields, 39-year old Baptist missionary, who has been 
detained by the Portuguese authorities in Luanda, Angola, for the last fozi- 
night, has now been released and is in Loosclivilie, the Congo. 


First news of his release came in a telegram from the Baptist Miscion- 
ary Society's Leopoldville office to its London headquarters» 


The reason for his arrest is still unknown. Dr. Shields had been in 
charge of the 76-bed Baptist Mission Hospital at San Salvador in northern 
Angola since 1949, He was one of the chief sponsors of the proposed re- 
organization of the B.M.S. and Canadian Baptist Medical Missionary work in 
the area. 


It was not known whether Dr. Shields will return to iingland immediatel;:: 
or remain in the Congo for some months to work among the 150,000 refugees 
from Angola. 


Two other missionaries imprisoned by the Portuguese Government were 
released earlier. Dr. Cecil Scott, British representative active on the 
Evangelical Leagve for Missionary and Educational Work in Portugal, was 
released on 23rd August, and expelled from the country, after being held in 
Lisbon for 36 days without charges being pressed against hin. The League, 
which has headquarters in Lisbon, is a centre for the training of African 
missionaries to work in Portugal's overseas provinces. 


A second missionary, the Rev. Raymond E, Noah, an American Methodist, 
was arrested on 14th July, in Luanda, Angola, where he had been diroctor of 
Methodist work. He was released after 28 days! imprisonment and arrived in 
Lisbon on 12th August, where he was met by US State Department officials. 

He left the country almost immediately. He had been charged with having 
helped Angolan students flee Portugal. LPS, Geneva 
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Australian Anglicans Urged to Join Union Negotiations 


(Sydney) - A widely read Anglican church paper in Australia has urged the 
Anglican Church in that country to join in church union negotiations already 
in progress, 


An editorial in the independent weekly, The Anglican, proposes to the 
bishops of the Church of England in Australia and Tasmania that they ask for 
the right to send an official delegation of eight members to talks among 
Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational churches. The Joint Commission 
on Church Union from these three groups has been meeting three times a year 
Since 1957 and has already produced a provisional report on "The Faith of 
the Church", 


Although two Anglican observers have been present at some sessions, 
this is the first public suggestion that the Anglican Church should come 
fully into the reunion talks. 


The editorial says that the plan of union being worked out "contains 
already a strong affirmation of three of the four requirements of our 
Anglican sine qua non. of reunion, the Lambeth Quadrilateral: the Scriptures, 
the Dominical Sacraments, and the historic creeds". 


Criticizing as unfair statements that the report issued by the union 
commission is "verbose" and "Barthian", the church paper says its substance 
is "truly Catholic", But it says it should have more of "the economy and 
precision of our Book of Common Prayer, with the breadth of the Fathers, and 
those central, but comprehensive, emphases which form part of our Anglican 


heritage", 


The paper said the plan of the other three churches reveals "a latent 
hunger for the episcopate", and that more attention should be given to the 
achievement of the Church of South India and to church union plans in North 
India and Ceylon. 


"A constitutional episcopate, in the sense of a father in God, a pastor 
astorum, servant of the servants of Christ, symbol of unity and guardian of 
the faith, is a concept which may offer much to the commission at this 
present stage", says the editorial. 


The editorial concludes: "Here is an opportunity for the bishops to 
render true service to the Church. They could with ease send a worthy 
delegation, without illusions, in brotherly love, representative of the 
mind of the Church. They would do so in the certain knowledge that Angli- 
cans throughout Australia genuinely wanted them to do so and would heartily 
endorse their act. Let us hope that this question will be high on the 
bishops! agenda." EPS, Geneva 


Evangelicals, Roman Catholics in Chile Hold Thanksgiving Meeting 


(Puerto Monte, Chile) - Evangelicals and Roman Catholics here joined to- 
gether in a public meeting on the first anniversary of the earthquakes which 
swept Chile last year, to express gratitude for the help received in the 
disaster. 


The meeting, which was suggested by Roman Catholic authorities, was 
organized jointly by them and by the local council of evangelical churches. 
Civil, military and consular authorities also attended. EPS, Geneva 
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Roman Catholic Observers Will Attend WCC Third Assembly 


(Geneva) - Five Roman Catholics will attend as observers the Third Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches, New Delhi, India, 18th November -— 6th 
December, They have been chosen and authorized by the Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity set up in eonnection with the preparation for the 
Second Vatican Council. 


Iwo of the five will be priests from India to be designated in consul- 
tation with Cardinal Gracias of Bombay. 


The other three will be Professor Jan Groot, appointee of the Nether- 
lands hierarchy for ecumenical work; Father M.jJ. Le Guillow, a member of 
the "Istina" centre in Paris and author of "Mission et Unité"; and Father 
Edward Duff, Director of the Institute of Social Order in St. Louis, 
Missouri, USA, and author of "The Social Thought of the World Council of 
Churches". 


The rules of the World Council make provision for invitations to World 
Council Assemblies to observers from churches which are not members of the 
WCC. EPS, Geneva 


Irish Churches in Accord 


(Belfast, Ireland) - The Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the Congrega- 
tional Union of Ireland have reached a general basis of agreement in unity 
talks, it has been reported here. 


The only fundamental obstacle said to remain was the inability of the 
Congregationalists to negotiate en bloc because their Church represents a 
loose federation of independent local units. 


However, a move was said to be under way here, in which each churecn 
of the Congregational Union would undertake to abide by the decision of the 
Union on the unity issue. 


The Presbyterians are the largest Protestant denomination in Northern 
Ireland, with the Church cf Ireland (Anglican) a close second. All other 
denominations are much smaller. The congregationalists, largely concen- 
trated in Belfast, have ten churches. EPS, Geneva 


scotsman Named to WCC Post 


(Geneva) ~ The World Council of Churches has announced the appointment of 
the Rev. Patrick Campbell Rodger of Kilmacoln, Scotland, as executive 
secretary of its Department of Faith and Order, which deals with matters of 
doctrinal differences between churches and organizational barriers to 
Christian unity. The appointment is effective November l. 


An Anglican, Mr. Rodger has been rector of St. Fillan's Church, 
Kilmacolm, for the past three years. Harlier he was the study secretary 
of the British Student Christian Movement and previously served as the 
Anglican students! chaplain at the University of Edinburgh. He was 
Honorary Secretary of the Scottish Churches! Ecumenical Committee, 1960-61. 
He was educated at Oxford and Cambridge Universities. EPS, Geneva 


No. 33 - 8th September, 1961 6 


Dr. Scharf Barred from Returning to East Germany 


(Berlin) - Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID), has been forbidden by the East German government 
to return to East Berlin. 


The action was taken when the German church leader sought to return 
to his residence in the Hast after attending a meeting -of the Council in 
West Berlin. East German authorities charged that he heads "an illegal 
organization which is hostile to peace", The Council is the policy-making 
body of Germany's biggest Protestant organization, and is the only major 
institution of any kind active in both East and West Germany. 


The Council later issued a statement denouncing the action and clain- 
ing "the right to carry cn our church work as guaranteed by the Constitution 
(of East Germany)". : 


The East German authorities charged that Dr. Scharf should not enjoy 
the "civil rights" of the East German Republic because he had retained a 
West Berlin passport when he applied ten years ago for the right to reside 
in East Berlin. Dr. Scharf denied this and said he had surrendered his 
West Berlin passport in bi cae th 


Dr. Scharf was elected chairman of the Evangelical Church Council in 
February. One reason for his election was that he lived in East Berlin 
and therefore had access to the rest of Eastern Germany, a right denied his 
predecessor Bishop Otto Dibelius, although until this blockade Bishop Dibe- 
diue had been permitted to go into East Berlin. 


The shutting down of the border has also been formally pretested by 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church (VELKD), which issued a communiqué 
following the refusal by the East German government to allow clergy and 

laymen from the East to attend a meeting in West Berlin. The statement 
said the church regarded the action as "serious interference with the life 
of the church" and one which must be “opposed by the church". 


The conference of Roman Catholic bishops at Fulda was also affected by 
the blockade. The bishops issued a statement which said that it had SLox 
the first time within human memory" prevented bishops from the East from 
attending the conference which is held annually. The conference registered 
@ "solemn protest" against this "restriction on the freedom of the Church" 
and proclaimed its "inviolable unity" with bishops and congregations in the 
East. EPS, Geneva 


Greater Freedom for Italian Protestants Reported 

(Torre Pellice) - Protestants in Italy are enjoying more religious freedom, 
according to a report presented to a recent meeting of the Synod of the 
Waldensian Church. The report said the "usual campaign" against Prctest- 
ants had almost ceased and that the Fanfani government is "nn longer trying 
to ignore the Protestant minority". It noted that government officials 
have received Protestant delegations "with courtesy" and that Roman Catholic 
priests and Waldensian pastors have been able to have private conversations 
and Bible study. 


The report attributed the change to "the ecumenical attitudes" of Pope 
John XXIII. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Officials Voice Dismay at New Soviet Nuclear Tests 


(Geneva) - Officials of the World Counoil of Churches have expressed 
"profound concern and dismay at the announcement by the Soviet Union cf its 
unilateral decision to resume experimental explosions of nuclear weapons". 


A statement issued here today said "the resumption of testing without 
international consent or control will surely accelerate the armanents race, 
increase the risk of war, and affect the health of present and future 
generations", 


The statement was signed by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman 
of the WCC's policy-making Central Committee; Dr. Ernest Payne, London, 
Committee vice~chairman, and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Genewa, general 
secretary. 


The statement points to the fact that the World Council "on many 
occasions over a number of years" has registered opposition whenever uni- 
iateral resumption of tests has been proposed. tm view of its pesition, 
which has been widely endorsed by member churches, it said, "we must 
express our profound concern and dismay". It declared: 


"We trust that world conscience may be stirred and werid public 
Opinicn consolidated in order that, instead of a general resumption of 
tests, there may be a resumption of negotiations designed with all sin- 
cerity to bring about a reliable agreement to cease tests." 


The statement reviews the positions taken by the World Council and 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs since 1956, in 
which they urge the negotiation of agreement to cease nuclear weapon test- 
ing with provision for international inspection and control. 


The Commission is a joint agency of the World Council and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council and has been in operation in the field cf 
international affairs since 1946. 


The World Council of Churches represents 176 member churches of the 
Protestant, Anglican, Orthodcx, and Old Catholic communions in more than 
fifty countries. (See document appended) EPS, Geneva 


Presbyterian Council Issues Letter to Huropean Churches 


(Zurich) - The differences between Christians in Bastern and Wlestern Rure pe 
"are less important than what we have in common", the European Area Ccuncil 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance said in a letter to its 28 member churches 
in both areas of the continent. 


The letter therefore called upon Christians "to pray with us that in 
the future as in the past this uniting faith may show itself to be stronger 
than all dividing factors". 


Noting that the Christian hope "does nct provide us with an escape 
from the world", the letter said that Christians are often "tempted to ... 
make our churches ends in themselves, Shutting the doors upcn the world with 
its sin and despair". 


"We are even tempted to shut ourselves in our own church without paying — 
heed to other Christian churches around us", it continued. "As Reformed 
churches we sre cften self-satisfied and complacent, resting content in our 
traditions and in the positions we hold." 
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The Rev. Pierre Bourget, president of the Reformed Church of France, 
was elected European Area Council chairman to succeed Dr. Alex King of 
Edinburgh. Bishop Tibor Bartha, president of the Synod of the Reformed 
Church of Hungary, and the Rev. Karl Halaski, secretary of the German 
Reformierter Bund, were named vice-chairmen. 


Some 200 delegates attended the sessions. EPS, Geneva 


New Director for CWS 


(New York) - Hugh D,. Farley, an international rehabilitation and relief 
expert, has been named the new executive director of Church World Service, 
relief agency of the National Council of Churches, USA. 


Mr. Farley, who has directed US government aid programmes in Lebanon 
and Korea and served as an evaluation officer for the International Co- 
operation Administration in Washington, D.C., began his new duties cn 
september 1. 


As executive director of CWS, Mr. Farley will guide the operations of 
the co-operative programme through which 35 US Protestant and Orthodox 
churches conduct feeding, clothing, housing and rehabilitation work in more 
than 40 countries. 


An Episcopalian, he holds degrees from Yale University and Columbia 
University. His last assignment before joining the CWS staff was as 
assistant director of the US Operations Mission in Korea. 


He succeeds retired Methodist Bishop Frederick Newell, New York, who 
has been acting executive director since December. Bishop Newell will 
remain on the CWS staff for an additional period in an advisory capacity. 

EPS, Geneva 


Okinawan Church Hampered by New Cults 


(Naha, Okinawa) - Evangelism in Okinawa is being increasingly hampered by 
the activities of new cults from both Japan and the United States, accord- 
ing to a report by the Far East News Service (RENS). 


The agency said that most violent of these is svokagakkai, a militant 
anti-Christian group which promises to "drive Christianity off Okinawa in 
three years", It described the cult as "extremely aggressive and political 
in nature". In the recent Naha City Council election, it said, two import- 
ant posts went to members of the cult who have had no political experience, 
but who were elected by their adherents. 


The agency said evangelism is also being retarded by the tendency of 
Okinawans to respond to the Gospel in direct relation to their current 
political attitude towards the United States. It reported that church 
leaders and missionaries feel the Christian message has become too closely 
identified with the United States and that "the church must lose its close 
identity with Western culture if it is to receive an objective hearing". 

EPS, Geneva 
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Dr. Nolde Confers with German Church Leaders 


(Berlin) - Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, spent two days in Berlin early this week to confer 
with church leaders on problems arising out of recent developments in the 
CLtyY. 


An announcement of the visit by the World Council of Churches said the 
purposes of the visit were "to reflect the deep concern of the World Council 
for the difficulties in which the people of Berlin and especially the Church 
in Germany, find themselves, to hear their interpretation of the present 
Situation, and to suggest that the Berlin problem must be viewed in the light 
of the total world situation". 


The CCIA is a joint agency of the WCC and the International Missionary 
Council. EPS, Geneva 


Polish Scientists Still Believers, Athiest Publication Reports 


(Warsaw) - A communist publication here has charged that many of Poland's 
Scientists, even though they declare themselves to be unbelievers, are in 
fact practising Roman Catholics. 


Argumenty, organ of the Polish Athiest Societies, said a recent poll 
shows that the large majority of them, “even though they should know better", 
still adhere to their beliefs. What is needed, it urged, is more inten- 
Sive indoctrination in atheistic theories. HPS, Geneva 


Ln pre. 


Dr. Martin Nieméller is reported recovering at a hospital in Frankfurt, 
Germany, where he was moved a fortnight ago following an automobile accident 
which took the lives of his wife and their housekeeper in early August in 
Denmark. It was said that the German church leader hopes to leave the 
hospital in about two weeks and to resume his work after about four weeks! 
convalescence at his home. He expects to attend the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, November 18 —- December 6, in New Delhi. 


* * * 


An inter-denominational All-India Prayer Fellowship has been formed by 
Protestant leaders in New Delhi, India, with members pledged to fast and 
pray on the first Friday of each month for a "spiritual revival in the 
Chureh, Fellowship members will also participate in an evangelistic 
effort by visiting homes to preach the Gospel and distribute literature. 
The project also includes Bible correspondence courses in several languages 
and publication of a monthly "prayer letter". 


* * * 


More than 5,000 Protestant and Roman Catholic youth, most of them 
German, have remodelled and tended graves and garden sites of war cemeteries 
in France, Italy, Finland, Denmark and Tunisia this summer. The project, 
begun in 1953, was conducted under the slogan, "Reconciliation over the | 
Graves", and was jointly sponsored by the YMCA and the German Catholic 
Kolping organization. 
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The first ordination of a Roman Catholic priest in Finland since the 
Reformation will take p..ace in Helsinki, Finland, this month. Me Vouti- 
lainen, who is completing his studies at a seminary in France, will be 
ordained for the Dominican Order, which has been in Finland since 1946, 


* eat fhe 


The New Zealand National Council of Churches will send an additional 
five fraternal workers to Indonesia for three years in response to an 
appeal by the Indonesian Council of Churches for help in filling some 85 
vacancies in Christian hospitals and educational institutions. The New 
Zealand NCC hitherto had underwritten the cost of two workers in Indonesia. 


* * * 


The French Roman Catholic Archbishop of Conakry, Guinea, Mgr. de Mille- 
ville, has been expelled from Guinea following a protest he made to President 
sekou Touré over the ruling Democratic Party's proposals for a state take- 
over of private schools, most of which are run by Catholic missions. The 
Archbishop in an interview in Dakar, Senegal, said that when he declined to 
leave Guinea he was arrested and put on an aircraft to Dakar. President 
Touré said later in an interview that his government wished to "Africanise" 
the Catholic Church and that no Catholic prelate would henceforth be 
acoredited in Guinea unless he were African. 


* * * 


Greek Orthodox Patriarch Benedictes of Jerusalem will make a two- 
months' goodwill tour of-the United States, starting on September 9. One 
of the chief aims of the trip will be to strengthen contacts with the Greek 
Orthodox communities in the US. During the visit the Patriarch is expected 
to meet President Kennedy. 


* * * 


The Christian Council of Kenya has established a Relief, Research and 
Resettlement Committee to help famine victims and plan long-range anti- 
hunger campaigns. One of the committee's aims is to get assistance from 
the UN Food and Agricultural Organization for research in technical problems 
to improve food production. An announcement said the committee will also 
seek financial aid from Christians overseas. 


* * * 


Seven Congolese students on Presbyterian US scholarships have arrived 
in the United States, among the first from their nation to begin higher 
education in America. The seven have been enrolled in schools and semin- 
aries throughout the South under a new scholarship programme set up by the 
church's Board of World Missions. 


* Tuten ag 


The Greek Orthodox Church in Cyprus will distribute its land holdings 
to needy Cypriot farmers on a long-term repayment basis. The announcement 
has been made by Archbishop Makarios, head of the Church who in 1959 was 
elected first president of the Republic of Cyprus. He said the decision 
was part of a new five-year plan. 


el a ie 
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Hungarian Baptists plan to buy or build a new church edifice in Buda, 
the eastern part of Budapest. The only church in Buda at present is one 
which has existed for years in connection with the Baptist orphanage. The 
congregation of this church will be absorbed into the proposed new church. 
There are about 19,500 Baptists in Hungary in about 500 churches and stations. 


ate cas x 


Dr. Nico A.C. Slotemaker de Bruine, until recently Consul-General of 
the Netherlands in Cape Town, has been named to the staff of the Geneva 
office of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. He will 
work on a part-time basis. COTA is the joint agency of the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council, 


* * * 


Anglicans and Orthodox will join in a service and unity pilgrimage to 
Durham Cathedral on September 30. The service, the first of its kind ever 
held in the cathedral, will be preceded by a meeting at which the Bishop of 
Durham will preside. The speaker will be the Rt. Rev. Bishop James of 
Apameia of the Greek Orthodox Church. In the evening the pilgrimage will 
proceed to the shrine of St. Cuthbert, who was consecrated bishop in 685 
by St. Theodore Archbishop of Canterbury, a prelate from the Eastern Church 
to whom the Church os England owes the establishment of dioceses and early 
councils of bishops and divines which were the origin of the present Con- 
vocations, 


* x % 


One of the most unusual Bibles ever printed -— the Complutensian Poly- 
glot issued in 1514-1517 - has been purchased by the library of Lambeth 
Palace, London, for £2,000. The text, printed in four columns (Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin and Chaldean) is the first example of biblical research. The 
effort also is the first example of cooperation between Jewish and Christian 
scholars. 


* * * 


Bishops of the Swedish State (Lutheran) Church have expressed their 
concern about the increasing divorce rate in a statement read aloud from 
the pulpits of the churches. ‘They suggested that marriage preparation 
courses should be introduced in the schools and noted that children from 
broken or unhappy homes are the most liable to become social problems. 

EPS, Geneva 


Text of Statement by Officials of World Council of 
Churches on Resumption of Nuclear Weapons Testing 


by Soviet Union 


The World Council of Churches and its Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs have during recent years expressed deep 
concern about nuclear weapons testing, and have repeatedly urged the 
negotiation of agreements to cease such testing with provisions for 
international inspection and control. 


For example, the Central Committee at Galyatet6, Hungary, in 1956, 
stated: 


"Mankind is fearful of actual or potential danger from experi- 
mental tests of nuclear weapons. We call upon the churches to 
appeal to their governments and the United Nations to negotiate 
such an agreement for discontinuance, or limitation and control, 
of these tests as to end any such danger. Provision must be 
made to safeguard both the heaith of the people and the 
security of the nations." 


At New Haven, in 1957, two inter-related statements were adopted 
by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs! Executive 
Committee and the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
wherein the cessation of nuclear tests was viewed with increasing 
urgency. The C.C.1.A. statement claimed thats 


"There is a risk for the sake of peace which Christians, 
especially in countries projecting tests of nuclear weapons, 
are justified in advocating, in the hope of breaking - 
through barriers of distrust. They can urge their government 
to declare their resolve to forego tests for a trial period, 
in the hope that others will do the same, a new confidence be 
born, and foundations laid for reliable agreements." 


The New Haven statements were used all over the world and in many 
lands churches pressed them on the attention of governments, especially 
those which were conducting nuclear tests. 


At Rhodes in 1959, the WCC Central Committee urged "...the powers 
not to resume tests unilaterally in order that statesmen may have time 
to achieve agreements, and the international situation may not deter- 
lorate. A treaty, to cease all tests - atmosphere, space and under- 
ground - should be urgently sought, not least since it will represent 
the beginning of specific controls, may lead to measures of disarmament 
verified by international inspection and control, and will help to 
eliminate dreaded risks to health." 


With respect to the proposed testing by France,. the same state- 
ment contended that ".... so long as international control is under 
discussion, powers which have not made tests as yet should not launch 
them anywhere for military purposes." 


In the effort to adjust basic positions to the changing level of 
negotiations, the WCC Executive Committee at a meeting in Buenos Aires, 
February 1960, stateds 


"We urge the governments concerned to continue to commit them- 
selves to the objective of a comprehensive treaty which will 
include the cessation of all forms of nuclear weapons testing 

- atmosphere, space, underwater and underground. This commit- 
ment will become more meaningful when it is uniformly supported 
in each government and fortified by an informed and vocal public 
opinion. . 


"In order to honour such a commitment, we believe that govern- 
ments, should demonstrate their readiness promptly to negotiate 

a treaty covering all forms of testing which can now be detected. 
These would apparently include the larger underground explosions 
as well as those in atmosphere, space and underwater. Yet this 
is not enough. A formal agreement ought also to be concluded 

to ban the underground testing of smaller nuclear weapons, at 
least for a specified period of time, on condition that 
arrangements be made for international co-operation in devising 
more adequate means of detection and for international inspec- 
tion of explosions for peaceful purposes. The coneessions 

which will thus be required of both sides are, in our judgnuent. 
justifiable and imperative, if man is to act responsibly in this 
nuclear space age." 


In a formally recorded minute, the CCIA Executive Committee at 
St. Andrews in the summer of 1960, noted thats: 


"An agreement on the cessation of testing, with provisions for 
control, could beget a measure of confidence and set the stage 
for agreements in other fields including arms reduction." 


From the beginning of the Geneva Conference on the Cessation of Nuvlear 

Weapons Testing - in fact, as recently as June 1961 - officers of the 

World Council and the Commission of the Churches on International 

Affairs have conferred with the heads of the delegations of the USSR, 

the United Kingdom, and the USA to communicate the substance of posi- 

tions held and to encourage them in the fulfilment of their objective 

to achieve a treaty on the cessation of tests pnder international 

inspection and control. . 


At various times when spokesmen for any government have proposed 
the unilateral resumption of tests, CCIA officers have impartially 
registered their opposition, whether in personal consultation or in 
public statements. 


In view of the actions concerning -nutblear weapons testing taken 

by the WCC on many occasions over a number of years and widely endorsed 
by the member churches, we must express eur profound concern and dismay 
at the announcement by the Soviet Union of its unilateral decision to 
resume experimental explosions of nuclear weapons. We are prompted to 
speak because the resumption of testing without international consent 
or control will surely accelerate the armaments race, increase the risk 
of war, and a*fect the health of present and future generations. As 
the Central Cummittee stated at New Haven in 1957: 


"We must ask whether any nation is justified in deciding on 
its own responsibility to conduct such tests, when the people 
of other nations in all parts of the world who have not agreed 
may have to bear the consequences.!! 


We trust that world conscience may be stirred and world public 
Opinion consolidated in order that, instead of a general resumption of tests 
thuné may be a resumption of negotiations designed with all sincerity 
to bring about a reliable agreement to cease testg. 


Ernest A. Payne Franklin Clark Fry W. A. Visser 't Hooft 
Vice-Chairman of the Chairman of the General Secretary 
Central Committee Central Committee EPS, Geneva 
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Many South African Reformed Leaders Back Ecumenical Movement 


(Geneva) - Dr, Robert S. Bilheimer, associate general secretary of the 
Werld Council of Churches, has reported that despite the withdrawal of 

two South African Dutch Reformed churches from World Council membership 
there are "many individual Dutch Reformed leaders who are deeply committed 
to the ecumenical movement and its understanding of the Church", 


The World Council leader made the statement on his return here from 
ten days of discussicns in Scuth Africa with representatives of the wec's 
six remaining member bodies in the country. The two Dutch Reformed 
bodies withdrew from the WCC in protest over some of the findings of a 
WCC-sponsored inter-raocicl consultation on the task of the churches in 
South Africa held last December at Cotteslce. 


Dr. Bilheimer said there is a growing interest on the part of non- 
white churchmen in South Africa in the ecumenical movement and a reccg- 
nition of the need for ties with the outside world. 


He noted that the report of the Cottesloe conference has received 
extremely wide publicity and has been the cause of considerable contro- 
versy. "There can be no doubt", he said, "that it put forth ideas which 
constitute a challenge to the thinking of all Christians in South Africa, 
and that the Christian forces are undergoing and will continue to undergo 
severe testing". The basic questions under discussion, he said, are "the 
nature, unity and prophetic character of the Church". 
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Dr. Bilheimer emphasized that it is important for churches and church 
leaders outside South Africa to strengthen the hands of those engaged in 
the ecumenical struggle in the country by "encouragement and continued 
testimony regarding the unity of the Church and especially by expression 
of concern for the removal of the colour bar in the Church". 


"In the present situation when South Africa is slowly being isolated 
from the world community", he said, "the World Council intends to keep up 
its policy of contact with South African member churches, and with any 
Christians in the Union who desire to discuss the World Council or to 
participate in its studies or other programmes". 


A full report of the Cottesloe Consultation has just been printed in 
south Africa. The. 100-page booklet contains the first published reports 
of group discussions at the controversial meeting as well as the Consul- 
tation statement, and statements by participating churches and individuals. 
Copies are obtainable from P.O. Box 97, Johannesburg. EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Noth of Bast Germany Will Give Assembly Keynote Speech 


(Geneva) - A Lutheran bishop from Bast Germany will deliver the keynote 
address to the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, November 
18 —- December 6, in New Delhi, India. 


Dr. Gottfried Noth, Dresden, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Landeskirche) of Saxony, will address the opening evening session, Nov- 
ember 19, on the Assembly theme, "Jesus Christ - the Light of the World". 


His audience will be more than 1,000 church leaders from the WCC's 
177 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catho- 
lic communions which together have memberships estimated at more than 
315,000,000. 


Major speeches on the associate Assembly themes - "Witness", "Service" 
and "Unity" - will be given in the two days following. These speeches 
will set the stage for concentrated study of the theme by the 625 cfficial 
delegates who will divide into three separate groups for a total of 16 hours. 
of meetings during the next several days of the Assembly. Out of these 
sessions are expected to come the policy statements on social issues, inter- 
national affairs, unity, evangelism and other concerns which will guide the 
work of the WCC for the next six years until the Fourth Assembly. 


The speaker on "Witness" will be Dr. P.D. Devanandan, director of the 
Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, India. 
The speaker on "Service" will be Professor Masao Takenaka, of Doshisha 
University, Kyoto, Japan, chairman of the Committee on the Witness of the 
Laity of the Hast Asia Christian Conference and vice-chairman of the World 
Student Christian Federation. The speaker on "Unity" will be Dr. Joseph 
A. Sittler, professor of the Theological Faculty of the University of 
Chicago, Chicago, ibey USA. 


Annotated agendas for the three sections set forth the kind of quest- 
ions which delegates will be studying. An introduction notes that the 
agendas have been in preparation for two and a half years and that they 
"reflect the fundamental problems which ecumenical work has shown to be 
the most important ones", 
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The sectimon "Witness" will study among other things the problems 
of communication of the Christian Gospel in contemporary society. "What 
in the world and in our churches hinders communication?" is one of the 
questions suggested for discussion. "What distinguishes the churches! 
prophetic witness from merely human judgment on contemporary situations?" 
"What forms of! church life and fellowship make some churches apparently 
more effective in their witness than others?" 


The section on "Service" deals with the churches! relation to society, 
especially their responsibilities for countries of rapid social change , 
for world order and development and related areas. The sub-section on 
World Order and Disorder outlines three basic issues: First, it says, is 
the question, "Why must Christians stand for world order?" It suggests 
that the study of this question will involve discussion of "the constructive 
and destructive aspects of nationalism; the conflict between national 
sovereignty and the need for world order". A second question explores 
the duty of the Church to prevent war, and a third deals with the responsi- 
bility of the churches to see that there is justice in the use of the 
world's resources, 


Another area of inquiry on "The Meaning of Responsible Freedom and 
Power" admonishes the churches to "be alert to opportunities and frustration 
in the awakening of peoples to national freedom and the growing demand for 
human rights", 


The suggested agenda for the section on "Unity" deals with "the prob- 
lems of the unity which we seek next", and the role of the World Council 
in helping bring it about. Tt notes there are various views about unity 
and genuine fears as well as hopes. It asks such questions as, "How “uch 
unity of faith is necessary for church unity?" and "How are communion and 
unity connected?" 


In addition to the three section meetings, delegates will also meet 
in one of 16 committee meetings organized along lines of main programmes 
of WCC work. Their guide for discussions will be a 188-page "Wor« Hook, 
which proposes basic programme, structure and policy of WCC work. These 
sessions will also report back to plenary sessions in the concluding days 
of the Assembly and are expected to make specific recommendations for the 
work of WCC divisions and departments. EPS, Geneva 


Bible Societies Rush Scriptures for Indonesia 


(Tokyo) - Fifty thousand New Testaments in Indonesian are being rushed 
through the press in Japan before an embargo against the importation On 
books into Indonesia becomes effective at the end of this year. 


The Scriptures are being printed by the Japan Bible Society and will 
be the first sent by the Society to any foreign country, except Korea. 


Bighty thousand Bibles in Japanese and Toba Batak are also being 
produced in the USA and over a quarter of a million Bibles and New Testa- 
ments in various Indonesian languages are being prepared in the Netherlands 
as a joint project of the Dutch, British, US, and Scottish Bible Societies. 
The American Bible Society has issued an urgent appeal for $250,000 te 
finance its work and funds also are being collected in Australia and New 
Zealand. 


The ban on import of books was imposed by the Indonesian government 
to strengthen the country's economy. It becomes effective December 23. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Youth Stress Eoumenical Responsibility 


(Monmouth, I11.) - Representatives to the first National Council of the 
United Campus Christian Fellowship warned here that the recently created 
interdenominational fellowship must not become a "ghetto-like" group pre- 
occupied with its own organizational structure. 


In a report on Ecumenical Responsibility, the Council said the Fellow- 
ship "cannot allow itself to become involved in organizational preoccupations 
which obscure the ecumenical convictions which brought it into being". 


The report called on member groups to "search constantly" for new 
opportunities to work with other campus Christian movements. "We know 
that our loyalty must be not to the structure we create, but to our Lord 
for whose purposes all our structures exist", it said. 


Started in 1960, the United Campus Christian Fellowship combines the 
campus ministries of the United Church of Christ, the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), the United Presby- 
terian Church in the USA, and the Evangelical United Brethren Church. 

EPS, Geneva 


Amendment Would Guarantee Freedom to Teach Religion in Burma 


(Rangoon) - A constitutional amendment which would guarantee the right of 
non-Buddhists to teach their religion, is expected to be enacted in the 
near future by the Burmese Parliament. Buddhism was recently established 
as the country's official religion. 


The amendment would add the words "to teach" to the current consti- 
tution which guarantees: "All persons are equally entitled to freedom of 
conscience and the right freely to profess and practise religion subject 
to public order, morality or health..." 


The government has also announced it will form a Religious Affairs 
Committee to advise Prime Minister U Nu on problems that could lead to 


misunderstanding between Buddhists and non-Buddhists. The committee will 
be designed especially to ensure against the denial of appointments and 
promotions to non-Buddhists in government service, It is expecved to 
include representatives of various religious groups. EPS, Geneva 


Swedish Prelate Will Attend Scots Assembly 


(Glasgow) - The Archbishop of Sweden, Dr. Gunnar Hultgren, has accepted an 
invitation to attend the next General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
a gesture indicative of the extent of intercommunion which has been 
achieved between the Church of Sweden and the Church of Scotland. 


The two churches now recognize each other's ministry and sacraments 
as ministries and sacraments of the Church Universal. 


Arrangements also have been announced by the Church of Scotland for 
a conference to be held in 1963, at which representatives will be invited 
from the Churches of Norway, Denmark and Finland as well as from the 
Presbyterian Churches of England, Ireland and Wales. EPS, Geneva 
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Asian Students Meet in Geneva 


(Geneva) - Some 20 Asian students studying in Europe met last week at the 
John Knox House, the Presbyterian student centre here, for a week of dis- 
cussions on "Our Calling to Service in Asia Today". The conference, the 
second of its kind, was held under auspices of the centre, the World 
Student Christian Federation, and the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches. The students came from Korea, Indonesia, Hong Kong, Ceylon, 
Japan, New Zealand, Australia and Singapore. 


Study was organized along four lines: The Christian in Politics, The 
Basis of Christian Social Ethics, The Role of the Christian in His Daily 
Occupation, and The Worshipping Community. Discussion topics included 
the role of the Asian intellectual in relation to mass movements as seen 
in labour unions, political organizations and similar groups, and the 
problems of intellectual paternalism, and of leadership for new nations. 
Bible study was led by Dr. T. Paul Verghese, of the Syrian Orthodox Church. 

BPS, Geneva 


Polish Lutherans, Roman Catholics in First Formal Meeting 


(Warsaw ) - The first formal meeting between Roman Catholic clergymen and 
representatives of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Poland has stressed 
the importance of the ecumenical mevement, and the need for co-operation 
in areas of common concern where theological differences are not involved. 


A report of the meeting published hy Tygodnik Powszechny, a Catholic 
newspaper printed in Cracow, reported that the leader of the Lutheran 
participants, Dr. Zigmunt Michelis, told the meeting that the unity of 
Christendom should be the "topmost aim" of churches today. He said the 
appeals for unity voiced by Pope John XXIII "cannot be interpreted other- 
wise than as the voice of God Himself", 


Dr. Michelis said that one of the dividing factors between Protestant 
and Catholic churches is the "mariology cult" in the CatholiciChurch. 
"This may cause the dangerous situation in which it could be forgotten that 


the whole centre of Christian life is Christ", he said. "On the other 
hand, Protestants often unjustifiably ignore Mary's role and this should 
be remedied." BPS, Geneva 


Lutheran Book Due Soon on Second Vatican Council 


(Denmark) - A study book presenting the Lutheran viewpoint on the Roman 
Catholic Church's coming Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council will probably 
be published this fall in English and German, 


Two American and two German Lutheran theologians have completed manu- 
scripts for the volume, which is being edited by Dr. K.E. Skydsgaard of 
Denmark, director of the Special Commission on Inter-Confessional Research 
of the Lutheran World Federation. 


The authors are Dr. George Lindbeck, professor at Yale Divinity School, 
New Haven, Connecticut; Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, professor at the University 
of Chicago's Federated Theological Faculty; Dr. Peter Brunner of the 
University of Heidelberg, and Dr. Ernst Kinder of the University of Munster, 
both the latter in Germany. 


The title of the volume will be "The Gospel and the Ecumenical Council" 
(Evangelium und Konzil). EPS, Geneva 
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Religious Groups in India Split on Liquor Issue 


(New Delhi) ~ Religious groups in India have split over the merits of a 
government directive, issued to all of the country's 14 states, to in- 
augurate speedy and effective programmes of liquor prohibition. 


Hindus are divided on the issue. Orthodox groups and members of 
the upper castes generally look upon drinking 4s sinful, whereas the lower 
castes, particularly the untouchables, take a different attitude. Moslems, 
who constitute India's second major religious group, are forbidden to drink» 


Christians are also split on the question. Methodists quickly en- 

dorsed the directive, whereas Roman Catholics have opposed it on the grounds 
that it would encourage bootleg activities and deprive the government of 
revenue. 


Three Indian states - Madras, Gujarat and Maharashtra, already enforce 
prohibition; partial prohibition exists in eight other states, and the 
sale of liquor is permitted in the remaining three states. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Observers to Attend Orthodox Meeting 


(Geneva) - Three observers from the World Council of Churches will attend 
the meeting of Orthodox leaders to be held on the Island of Rhodes, Greece, 
September 24 - October l. The invitations to the World Council were 
issued by the organizing committee for the meeting, which will be the 

first of its kind in over thirty years. (See EPS No. 28) 


The WCC observers will be: the Rev. Francis House, associate general 
secretary; Dr. Nick Nissiotis, assistant director of the WCC's Ecumenical 
Institute; and the Rev. Raymond Maxwell, secretary for Orthodox churches 
and countries of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 

EPS, Geneva 


Stewardship Emphasis Called 


(Geneva) - Greater emphasis on the importance of stewardship within the 
member churches of the World Council of Churches has been called for by 
an international consultation on Stewardship just concluded here. ine 
meeting was held at the WCC'!s Ecumenical Institute at nearby Bossey. 


Fifty-seven stewardship specialists, theologians, pastors and laymen 
convened for the seven-day consultation, declared that "there is a vital 
connection between the need for the renewal of the Church and the commit- 
ment that is called into being through Christian stewardship". 


"We likewise believe", they said, "that the ability of the Church to 
fulfil her mission in our time is closely related to the development of 
dynamic stewardship in the entire Church". 


The statement was made in a communication by the consultation to the 
World Council of Churches. The consultation was the first on the subject 
ever held under WCC auspices. Participants came from five continents and 
represented the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox communions. 


The communication asked that the WCC draw the attention of "member 
churches to the existence of this emphasis on stewardship and the impor- 
Rance or nurturing it’. It also asked that the WCC through its Depart- 
ment on the Laity give special attention to stewardship within the WCC 
structure. | | 
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The consultation said that it was its conviction that “in this gener- 
ation the Holy Spirit is at work in a most significant and relevant way in 
a movement of Christian stewardship. The dimension of the work", it noted, 
“is world-wide and manifests itself in a variety of ways. As we have 
worked and prayed and shared experiences this conviction has grown in in- 
tensity." 


Consultation chairman, Dr. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate director of the 
Institute, noted participants included both stewardship specialists as well 
as theologians and others who are critical of the stewardship movement in 
the churches. 


In an earlier session Dr. 7.K. Thompson, executive director of the 
Department of Stewardship and Benevolence of the National Council of Churches 
in the USA, emphasized the "rapid, almost like wild-fire, growth" of the 
stewardship idea through world Protestantism in the past five years. 


He reported that 36 of the 43 dioceses of the Church of England now 


have full-time stewardship directors and that the British Methodist Church, 


mie Church of Scotland and the National Christian Council of India als»* 
have appointed full-time directors. 


Tracing the history of the movement in the US, Dr. Thompson pointed to 
two major factors in its growth. First, he said, was the emphasis on 
"vyoluntarism" - in which both membership in the church and support of the 
church is the direct decision of the individual. During most ot thes 1oah 
century, he said, "revivalism was the basic Protestant pattern ... (and) 
thousands, even millions, were swept into the churches on the wave of great 
fervour... The same type of voluntarism was true of stewardship. People 
could have a church simply if they were willing to pay for it. Stewardship 
and evangelism were the bedrock presuppositions of American Protestantism." 


The second factor, he said, was the emphasis on national and foreign 
missions, both of which required large amounts of money for their support. 
Tt is only in the 20th century, he added, that "the idea of the unity of 
all giving out of basic stewardship motivations really took hold". 


"Today, it is apparent that the preaching of the Gospel, wherever and 
however it is done, is essentially the one mission of the Church and that 
the whole of the Christian church is missionary in its very nature", he 
declared. 


"American Protestantism has discovered that stewardship means serving 
Christ in the earning of one's money and in the spending of one's money, no 
less than in the giving of money." 


Another speaker, Mr. C.1. Itty, associate secretary of the WCC's Youth 
Department, was highly critical of the stewardship movement. Speaking on 
"Stewardship Seen Through Asian and African Eyes", he said that most of the 
programmes seem "bourgeois" to Asians and Africans. Stewardship today, he 
noted, is generally interpreted as giving money to either church or charity, 
but when Christ spoke of giving money he told his followers that it should 
be given to the poor.. In India, he said, the Christian churches lay the. 
stress on payment of taxes as a Christian duty to support the government's 
programmes for social and economic development. 


"Giving alms is no longer tenable", he declared. "We are accountable 
not only to God, but to society. We cannot say that the only right steward- 
ship is to give to the churches. That is one way, but only one way." He 


said that it was imperative for the churches in Asia to develop their own 
methods of stewardship and not merely follow the patterns imported from the 
West. EPS, Geneva 
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Polish Government Places New Restrictions on Religious Instruction 


(Warsaw) - The conflict between Church and State in Poland in the matter of. 
religious instruction appears to have reached a decisive stage with the 
publication last week of a new government order placing rigid regulations 
upon teaching of school-age children. 


The order given August 19 and disclosed last week in an issue of the 
official Communist organ Trybuna Ludu proscribes the amount and kind of 
instruction students can have outside of class-room time, The government 


had previously passed a bill banning all religious instruction in state 
schools. 


The new order limits the amount cf instruction to two hours a week, 
makes catechism teachers employees of the state and places classes and 
teachers under government supervision. Key points include; 


- Teaching permits will be denied to "those priests who have abused the 
generally accepted principles of behaviour toward young people" such as 
"using religious lessons for reactionary political purposes". 


- Members of religious orders are barred from teaching catechism. 


- Catechism classes must be registered with local school boards which 
will “exercise supervision over them", 


- The places of teaching "must be fitted out with appropriate require-~ 
ments of hygiene and must not be overcrowded". 


Trybuna Luda denied that the order violated the princirle of freedom 
of conscience - a principle guaranteed by the Polish Constitution, 


However, a report in the New York Times said "the order has aroused 
many clergymen who had been inclined to live with Poland's 'Communist 
regimen! as best they could". 


The Times also reported the Roman Catholic episcopate has just conse: 
cluded an exhaustive discussion of thé situation in a conference at 
Czestochowa, and is expected to make a public statement shortly. 

; EPS, Geneva 


Church Leaders, Hast German Official Hold Talks 


(Berlin) ~ Hans Seigewasser, Hast German Secretary of State for Church 
Affairs, has met with officials of the Evangelical Church in Thuringia, 
Hast Germany, to discuss "questions regarding the conclusion of a peace 
treaty" for Germany and the "consequences for church policy" of the present 
crisis. 


Mr. Seigewasser held a similar meeting earlier with church leaders in 
Mecklenburg and is expected to meet in the near future with church leaders 
in other parts of East Germany. EPS, Geneva 


Havana Denounces Clergy As "Counterrevolutionary" 


(Havana) - The Cuban government today accused Roman Catholic priests of 
plotting against Prime Minister Fidel Castro's government. The charge 
came in an Interior Ministry communiqué denouncing the clergy as counter- 
revolutionary", 
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The communiqué said "a clerical Falangist group" had received in the 
last few weeks a shipment of explosives and arms to promote uprisings in 
Pinar del Rio, Las Villas and Oriente Provinces, as well as "sabotage and 
terrorism campaigns" all. over Cuba. . 


ae The communiqué denounced Monsignor tout Boza Mosvidal, Bishop of 
Havana's Church of Charity, for "counterrevolutionary activities", and’ the 
Rev. Francisco Viera as “one of the main contacts" between a Le Es 
organization here and the United States Central Intelligence Agency, 


-The communiqué was issued in the wake of Sunday's anti-Communist 
ee a reri en in front of the Church of Charity where one person was. killed 
and. several wounded. Police reportedly fired into the crowd. _EPS,. Geneva 


Inveriet 


A new Christian radio station has begun operation in Kwanju, Korea. 
Station HLCL is the newest station in a Korean network, the first Christian 
radio network in the world. It will broadcast seven hours daily in Korean 
menairmt wnislisn. The.new station was made possible by a grant given by the 
Presbyterian US Board of World Missions, through RAVESICCO, the National” 
Council of Churches (US) radio, visual education and mass communications 
committee. | Wits. 
x* * * 
Production of Bibles and Scripture portions in Germany has increased 

from 170,250 in 1945 to 1,252,590 in 1960, the Association of Evangelical 
- Bible Societies in Germany. has announced. There are 35 Bible societies 

in Germany, 9 of them in hast Germany. . 


RA ia ie 


"Christian non-violence" as a means of achieving brotherhood is urged 
in a resolution adopted by delegates to the recent ninth annual Assembly of 
, the Baptist Student Movement (USA). The resolution described Christian 
: non-violence as "a technique and/or way of life to establish within our 
country the new human community of the dignity of persons, and the justice 
of laws for all men", 


* * * 


An art exhibit on the theme “Man' is on tour in various parts of 
Scotland under auspices of the Church of Scotland. The exhibit features 
work by twelve young artists - many of which were painted especially for 
the exhibit - and is intended "to reveal man!s contemporary situation and 
the choices before him". The exhibit was on view at the Edinburgh Inter- 
national Festival. 


* * * 


The first international Inter-Church Aid Directory has just been 
published by the World Council of Churches. The 50-page booklet lists 
inter-church aid and refugee service personnel in Africa, Asia, the Middle 
Hast,.Hurope, and North and South America. Previous directories gave 
listings only for Europe. An introduction notes that it is "intended to 
provide the traveller who wishes to do more than 'skim the surface!', with 
a guide to the wide range of ways in which churches are helping each other 
in times of need across national and confessional boundaries". Copies may 
be purchased through the Publications Office, World Council of Churches, 

17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


* * * 
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Ground will be broken next month for the new $112,000 John Smyth 
Memorial Baptist Church in Amsterdam. The project for the building of © 
the new edifice was begun in 1958, in connection with the 350th anniver- 
sary of the baptism of John Smyth and the establishment in Amsterdam of 
the church from which Baptists trace their modern history. Contributions 
for the new church have come from Baptists in Europe, Lebanon, Malaya, Burma, 
Hong san Taiwan, New Zealand and North and South America... . | - 


Ter aha teste 


The ners Synod of the Rumanian Orthodox Church has closed its annual 
meeting in Bucharest with a pledge to make intensified efforts on behalf of 
world peace. The Synod said that bishops, priests and laymen would be 
urged to jcin in demands for banning of nuclear weapones and complete dis- 
armament. 


* * * 


Forty volunteers - men and women, students, and even children - are 
spending their free time and holidays preparing an international house for 
overseas students at Hull, England. The scheme, sponsored by the city's 
Anglican churches, has been launched by the Hull Council of Churches, which 
has appealed for funds. So far more than £20,000 has been raised or 
promised. Government grants amount to Oy UO. The sponsors have bought 
a former nursing home, which will pba go rasatl accommodate 32 overseas 
students, 


ia * * 


Dr. Ralph Waldo Lloyd, president of the World Presbyterian Alliance, 
is making a year-long around-the-world "Presidential Visitation" to leaders 
of Presbyterian and Reformed churches in Europe, Africa, Asia, and Austra- 
lasia. Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd started the trip in August at the annual meeting 
of the Alliance Executive Committee in the Netherlands. They will complete 
it in Japan in the early summer of 1962. The "Visitation" is the first. 
such programme in the Alliance's 86-year history. The trip is being fin- 
anced by Foundation funds independent of the Alliance. Drs Lloyd is taking | 
a leave of absence from Maryville College (USA) of. which he has been presi- 
dent for the past 31 years. ~ at ers Geneva 
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Worship Service Will Open WCC Third Assembly 

(Geneva ) - A service of worship and thanksgiving will inaugurate the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches, New Delhi, India, November 18 - 
December 6. 


The more than 1,000 leaders of the Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
communions from more than 50 countries will gather on Sunday morning, 
November 19, for the opening event of the eighteen-day Assembly, the first 
major meeting of the Christian churches ever held in Asia. 


The service will be held in a huge tent or 'Shamiana" to be erected 
especially for the service and for the several other Assembly events which 
will be open to the public. It will open with a procession of the 625 
official Assembly delegates led by the World Council's five presidents, 
and Dr. Christian Baeta, of Ghana, chairman of the International Missionary 
Council. 


Dr. U Ba Hymin, Rangoon, of the Burma Baptist Convention, will preach 
the sermon and Dr. Baeta will lead the act of thanksgiving. The Council's 
five presidents will also participate in the service. Hymns with Indian 
Christian lyrics will be sung during the service. 
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Several other services are also scheduled during the Assembly. On 
Sunday, November 26, the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, will 
be the host at an Anglican service of communion which will be open to all 
baptized communicant members of + »; World Council's 175 member churches, 
The Rt. Rev. Lakdasa de ifel, Bishop of Kurunagala, Ceylon, will preach, 

The celebrant will be the Rt. Rev. Frederick RP. Willis, Anglican Bishop of 
New Delhi. This service also will be held in the "Shamiana". 


Phe communion service will be preceded by a service of preparation 
on Saturday evening, November 25, at which the Speaker will be Dr. Douglas 
Horton, of the United Church of Christ, (USA), Dean of Harvard Divinity 
school. 


Time has also been provided on the Assembly schedule for services of 
Holy Communion for various other communions. These will include the 
Celebration of the Holy Liturgy of the Syrian Orthodox Church, and of the 
Greek Orthodox Church, and the Holy Communion service of the Lutheran Church. 


On the third Sunday of the Assembly, December 3, delegates will wor- 
Ship with congregations in New Delhi churches. The closing service will 
be held on Tuesday, December 5, in the"Shamiana". Plans for this will be 
announced later. 


On weekdays during the Assembly worship services will alternate with 
Bible study before morning plenary sessions. Bvening prayers are also 
scheduled at the conclusion of the day. 


Leaders of the Bible study scheduled on six mornings will bes Dr. Paul 
Minear, director of the World Council's Commission on Faith and Order; 
Dr. Martin Nieméller, president of the Evangelical Church of Hessen-Nassau, 
Germany; and the Rev. Dr. T. Paul Verghese, Kerala, India, of the Indian 
Orthodox Church, 


#or the Bible study Assembly participants will be divided into the 
Same three groups as for the three Sections in which they will study the 
Assembly themes - "Witness", "Service", and eect 


fexts of the Bible study will be based upon the Assembly's preparatory 
study booklet "Jesus Christ - The Light of the World", of which more than 
half a million copies in 53 languages have now been sold. 


The form of the Bible study will follow a line unusual for such large 
gatherings. Rather than a iecture-type presentation, the study will open 
with an introduction to the day's text by the leader including one or two 
questions for reflection. There will then be ten minutes of Silence and 
meditation, followed by comments and questions, and a summary by the leadur. 

EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Coggan Enthroned as Archbishop of York 


(York) - Dr. Frederick Donald Coggan has been enthroned as eighty-eighth 
Archbishop of York at a ceremony at York Minster, England, witnessed by a 
congregation of 3,000 including 24 bishops and 300 clergy and civic leaders. 


The 52-year-old former Bishop of Bradford in his enthronement sermon 
appealed for a fresh understanding of the Gospel and a more international 
outlook by churchgoers. 


"The colour bar and race distinction", he said, “make no sense when 
the implications of the Gospel are considered. It is much more important 
that the Christian task should be got on with in Africa than that my parish 
church should have a new luxury organ. 
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"Tt is urgent that the Church should make her influence felt to help 
the three to five hundred million people who go hungry even in normal 
times, even though this may mean sacrifice and a new pattern of church 
life here at home", he added. 


'T believe it is for the Church to get its priorities right, to take 
a fresh look at its programmes of activities, to see whether year by year 
a fresh supply of men and women is being produced who know their faith and 
why they hold it and who can put that faith across in simple terms 
relevant to the situation in which they earn their living. Many organiza- 
tions which now occupy much time and energy in our churches could well die 
a comely death," EPS, Geneva 


Church-State Co-operation Asked 


(Bonn) - Co-operation between the West German government and the churches 
in aiding underdeveloped countries has been advocated in a publication 
issued by a commission of the Christian Democratic Union. 


The publication said that while State and Church aid programmes should 
be separated in principle, this does not mean a complete isolation of their 
respective projects. It said churches should not reject state help for 
their own programmes, orovided it is used only for economic and social 
projects in countries not objecting to such activities. 


Such aid, it emphasized, would not interfere with the churches! 
independence in carrying on their work. 


The publication which outlined the overseas assistance policies of 
the CDU, noted that there are numerous humanitarian tasks in underdeveloped 
countries which the churches have not been able to undertake because of 
vackeottundss 


The German Protestant Missionary Council previously had gone on record 
in opposition to such a proposal. A statement issued by the Council last 
February, said that aid given in underdeveloped areas should be given 
Tromigtate to state or from church ‘to! church, because "the nature of .the 
church on +t’. one hand and the state on the other excludes the possibility 
of channeling state aid through church auspices", BPS, Geneva 


Northern thodesian Conference Called Off 


(Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia) - A proposed conference under auspices of the 
Christian Council of Northern Rhodesia, to press for alterations in the 
territory's Constitution, has been called off for lack of support. 


The Council had sent invitations to nearly thirty leading organizations 
urging that the conference be held as soon as possible because of the 
"increasingly serious situation". 


It was learned last week that of the five political parties approached 
only the Liberal Party was willing to confer, although others gave indica- 
tion of their approval and support. in many cases, however, it was noted 
that political groups were prohibited from conferring by their constitutions. 


Organizations which had been asked to participate, in addition to the 
main political parties, included trade union groups, tuose of farmers, 
Asians and Coloureds, and the Confereration of Employers. EceS, Geneva 
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Dr. Fry Challenges Critics Within Church 


(Chicago) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, president of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, has told a meeting here that people within the 
Church who “blacken its name" are seeking to compensate for their own 
Spiritual emptiness. 


The Lutheran leader, who is also chairman of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches, in an address to a meeting of United Lutheran 
Church Women, declared that "the Church, like Christians in it, must guard 
against being twisted into a mood of derogation, of which we have altogether 
too much. There are voices within the Church which cry that the Church is 
mediocre, irrelevant, offering what nobody wants. They call it prim, 
prosaic, and dull. -From their description you might think that the Church 
2S unstuck, falling to pleces. 


"Slick man, supercilious woman, superficial youth may pretend that the 
Churchis irrelevant, but underneath the bluster and pretense, the glitter, 
wistfulness, cavernous hunger, they are secretly groping for an unknown God. 
All this is but a compensation for their own spiritual emptiness." 


Asserting that those leaders who do not know God "often use religion 
as an instrument to gain their own ends", Dr. Fry added: "It is no 
accident that tyrants and dictators begin by trying to cut off the people 
from God. You can't treat people like dirt unless they believe they are 
dirt. So long as they believe themselves sons of God they will be men." 

BPS, Geneva 


Religious Instruction in Indian Schools Asked 


(New Dehli) - A plan which would make religious instruction compulsory in 
all public schools and colleges in Bihar State, northern India, has been 
proposed by the State's government. 


The recommendation was made by Mungeri Lal, deputy minister of educa- 
tion, who said the instruction is needed becausc the morals of students 
need to be improved". 


The proposal has been attacked by several persons on the grounds that 
India's constitution bans religious instruction and forbids use of state 
funds for the “promotion or maintenance of any religion". The Hindustan 
Times, a leading Indian daily published here, pointed to.the practical 
difficulties inherent in such a programme because of India's many faiths 
and said that teaching should be left to the responsibility of parents. 


WGnes proposal,” at said, “has the risk of being a greater evil than 
the diseased morals it seeks to cure." BPS, Geneva 


"Firm Resistance" Called for in Attempts to Divide Churches 


(Bielefeld, Germany) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran 
World Federation, has told reporters here that Hast German churches should 
meet with "firm resistance" any attempt to cut them off from sister 
churches in the West. 
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. The Lutheran leader in an interview quoted by Evangelical Press 
Service, an independent German Protestant press agency, declared that 
"the Lutheran World Federation would regard any attempt to separate the 

churches (in the Bast) against their will from sister churches (in the 

West) as ufjustificd intorferonee by the State in the internal affairs 
of the Church". 


"Any such attempt should be condemned and met with firm resistance", 
he declared. 


Dr. Lajos Vet6, Lutheran Bishop of Hungary, in another interview 
)printed by the press service, described the Berlin blockade as “an import- 
fant step towards strengthening peace in Hurope and the world". 


"The (Hast German) government has every right to take such measures 
in view of the hostility of the authorities in West Berlin, and of the 
}Bonn Government", he said. EPS, Geneva 


End _of Capital Punishment Asked by New Zealand Anglicans 


(Auckland) - Abolition of capital punishment in New Zealand has been 
recommended by a committee of the Church of the Province of New Zealand 
(Anglican). 


A report of the church's Public and Social Affairs Committee said 
there should be such a term of imprisonment as shall be appropriate to the 
-crime and to the need for deterrence. 


Conceding that the Articles of the Church of England grant the state 
the right to punish with death, it said it considers that the reason and 
~conscience of the community must decide whether this penalty should be 
Bapplied “at any period or in any case". 


| Capital punishment is a live issue in New Zealand because a Crimes 
Bill, which would make important changes in the criminal code, is due to 
_be introduced in Parliament soon. ; EPS, Geneva 


“Protestants Attend Roman Catholic Retreat 


(Erlanger, Ky) - Forty-five clergymen of major Protestant denominations in 
the United States, have attended a three-day retreat at the Marydale 
Retreat House of the Covington Roman Catholic Diocese. 


. The retreat was conceived by the Rev. Thomas F. Middendorf, Marydale 
»director, and executive director of the National Catholic Retreat Movement, 
"who said it was planned to “break down prejudices and bring about a better 
pspirit of understanding". 


"In critical times like these, we realize our obligation and responsi- 
»bility for a greater show of Christian charity between divergent groups", 
phe said. "While no union of doctrine was expected, we gave these men an 
»Opportunity to know what the Catholic Church teaches, and there was an 
-exchange of views." | 


Father Middendorf said invitations were sent to 1,000 clergymen and 
that'several hundred" replied. "There was not a single reply that was not 


'gracious", he commented. 


The retreat was closed to the press and all participants were promised 
that no names would be revealed. “This is not a publicity Stunt, said 
Father Middendorf. It followed a schedule Similar to all Catholic retreats, 
allowing several periods a day for private devotions. The usual rule of 
Silence was relaxed, however, to permit the clergymen to discuss the content 
of conferences among themselves. Retreat director was Bishop John J.Wright, 
episcopal advisor of the National Catholic Retreat Movement, EPS, Geneva 


Consultation Asks Study of "Au Pair" Arrangements 


(Geneva) - A systematic study of the “au pair’ arrangement, originally meant 
be a family-to-family exchange of daughters, usually from one country to 
another, has been recommended by a joint consultation of the YwCA and the 
"Amies de la Jeune Fille". 


A consultation of representatives of the two bodics meeting here last 
week said the study was needed because "all too frequently the exchange has 
been used as a means of obtaining cheap domestic help". When first started 
the plan was cnvisaged as a way of giving young women the opportunity to 
live in another country, learn another language, and get special training 
which might not be available to thom in thoir own country. 


A consultation statement noted that France and Belgium are the only 
countries in which "au pair" arrangements have a legal status, but that 
"unfortunately even in these countries the regulations are only respected in 
@ small percentage of cases." 


The consultation recommended that areas covered in the study includes 
the reasons why girls wish to go abroad, existing opportunities for them, 
and their needs with respect to international education, language training 
and vocational training. It also urged greater co-operation between various 
agencies concerned both internationally and nationally. 


Consultation participants came from Great Britain, France, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Denmark, Italy, Norway and Switzerland. Representatives 
were also present from the International Labour Organization, the Inter- 
national Social Service and the Association Catholique International des 
Oeuvres de la Protection de la Jeune Fille (International Catholic Organi- 
zation for the Protection of the Young Woman). EPS, Geneva 


Lutherans Report Increase in Membership 


WM Geneva) - Membership in Lutheran churches around the world has increased 
by more than a million in the last year, reaching a total of 72,588,559 in 
Spril,. 1961. ..The figure is given in a new directory published by the 
Lutheran ‘orld Federation which has its headquarters here, 


The gain in membership of 1,486,779 contrasts with the figure for 1960, 
when the total world-wide membership showed a net loss of oe raster 


The new statistics show 60,088,648 Lutherans in Burope, and 8,431,416 
in North America. More than half of all Lutherans - 37,860,000 - are in 
Germany. The largest Single Lutheran body is the Church of Sweden with 
7,000,000 members. EPS, Geneva 


to 
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Cerdinal Bea Asks Unity of Aims 


(Rome) - Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for the Unity 
of Christians, has urged that every effort should be made to achicve a 
union of aims among world churches regardless of denominations. 


Writing in Civitica Cattolicia, a Vatican monthly, the prelate said: 
mie are glad to record the respectful attitude of Protestant Circles 
toward the Hcumenical Council. This attitude igs quite different from the 
angry refusal the Protestants gave when they were invited to attend the 
lee Councia.” 


The last Vatican Ecumenical Council was held ninety years ago. 


The Vatican Secretariat, which Cardinal Bea heads, is one of the 
Special commissions set up by Pope John XXIII to prepare for the Ecumenical 
Council, to be convened sometime in the next three years. EPS, Geneva 


CCTA Leader Pays Tribute to Dag Hammarskjold 


(New York) - Tribute to United Nations Secretary general Dag Hammarskj6ld 

as a Christian layman whose work for international peace with’ justice and 
freedom was motivated by the highest Christian ideals, has been paid by 

Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council. 


In a letter delivered .on Tucsday to UN General Assombly President® - 
Prederick Boland, of Ireland, at UN Headquarters in New York; Dr. Noide 
described Mr. Hammarskjéld as a man who had recognized "the role of spirit- 
ual forces in the approach to international problems. 


"He will be honoured as a Christian layman who faithfully and tireless- 
ly pursued his high responsibilities as a dedicated international civil 
servant. His contributions and his example will serve as an inspiration 
on the unending and tortuous path to peace with justice and freedom," he wrote 


"While sharing with others the logs experienced and the appreciation 
expressed, Christians must give thanks for the eritage which influenced 
Mr. Hammarskjé6ld's life of service." 


A major influence,he noted, had been that of the late Archbishop Nathan 
Soderblom, Primate of the Church of Sweden, in whose family "as a child 
(Mr. Hammarskj6ld) enjoyed virtual membership. 


"He thus benefited from steady contact with a man who gavo dynamic 
leadership to the Life and Work Movement, &@ movement which became one of 
the major streams leading to the Worla Council of Churches." 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general Ssecerctary of the World Council of 
Churches expressed "the deep sense of loss of a beloved and trusted leader" 
in a cable sent earlier to Andrew Cordier, UN Under-Secretary for General 
Assembly Affairs. The cable asked that he nay "receive strength to continue 
the fight for peace". 


(See document appended for complete text of Dr. Nolde's letter to 
President Boland) EPS, Geneva 
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Pan-Orthodox Meeting Opens sunday 


(Athens) ~ Delegates to the Pan-Orthodox conference met in Athens yesterday 
to sail together for the Island of Rhodes where tie meeting, the first of 
its kind in over thirty years, will open on Sunday, September.24. En route 
they are stopping at the Islands of Tinos and Patmos. The latter, accord- 
ing to tradition, is the place where St. John the Divine saw the Apocalypse. 


The meeting will begin on Sunday morning with a Celebration of the 
Bolyebitureys: The sfire+ plenary session of the 130 delegates expected to 
attend will be held on Sunday afternoon. Greek Orthodox Metropolitan 
Chrysostom of Philippi and Kavala, as representative of Rcumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras of istanbul, will prosite’, 


Delegates in addition to those from the Ecumenical Patriarchate will 
be present from the following Patriarchatess: Alexandria, Jerusalen, 
Antioch, Moscow, Yugoslavia, humania, Bulgaria; ° the eutocephalous churches 
in Greece, Cyprus, and Poland; and eutonomous churches in Czechoslovakia, 
Latvia, and Finland. Head of the delegation from the Russian Orthodox 
Church is Archbishop iikodim, head of the Office ‘of Poreign Relations of 
the Moscow Patriarchate. Official conference languages will be Greck, 
Russian and Arabic. English, French and German also will -be used. The 
meeting is scheduled to end on sunday, October’ 1. BPS, Geneva 


Unification of Missions Proposed 


(Brinkhave, Ohio) - A US church missions leader has proposed unification of 
mission boards of major Protestant denominations in Onder Toit! eet. the 
ecumenical movement off dead centre". 


Dr. Truman B. Douglass, New York, designated head of the Board of 
Homeland Ministries of the United Church of Christ, said he would recommend 
to his mission board that it "immediately enter negotiations for union with 
the missionary organization of any other Protestant denomination which is 
willing to undertake such conversations". 


Mle believe that the time has come when it is not necessary to wait 
for the solution of all problems of doctrine and POrm. 1.0. neeim to .act 
together in fulfilling the Church's niseron,” he said, ' "I suesest: that ‘the 
way to get the ecumenical movement off dead Con res ua PO returnwah oO; the 
missionary movement which gave it its original impetus." 


Dr. Douglass suggested several arcas which Meenp pro Lit by wan bed: 
agenciess television and radio broadcasting, establishment of churches in 
new communities, publication and distribution of books and periodicals, 
development of curriculum materials for sunday schools, higher education, 
health and welfare projccts, and the training of ministers. 


"These are all areas in which everything the Church attempts to do is 
weakened by its disunity and in which everything is to be gained by doing 
these tasks together", he said. EPS, Geneva 


Cuba Deports Roman Catholic Clergy 


(Havena) - Bishop Eduardo Boza Masvidal and 135 other Roman Catholic clergy 
have becn expelled from Cuba, The expulsion of the group - close to half 
the clergy that remained in Cuba - represonts one of the most vigorous moves 
so far by the Castro Government to a lerge protest demonstration that 
erupted on September 10 around the Church of Charity, Havana, after a 
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scheduled procession in honour of the Virgin of Charity had been cancelled. 
Bishop Masvidal had beon pastor of the church. More than 4,000 persons 
reportedly took part in the outburst which lasted for more than three hours 
before militia-men dispersed the throng with bullets and rifle butts. 
Witnesses said the crowds shouted demands for liberty and an end, to 
Communist influence. EPS, Geneva 


POissSh Bishops Defy Government Decree 


(Tarsaw) - Roman Catholic bishops in Poland have declared that tho church 
will not shrink from its "holy mission" of teaching the faith to Polish 
children. 


A pastoral letter read in every Catholic church on Sunday said that 
priests would never go on govornment payrolis tor carrying out: Jesus! 
commandment to "teach", 


The letter came in answer to a new government ruling made public last 
week, placing severe restrictions upon religious education of school child- 
ren, and specifically banning pricsts, nuns and other mombers of religious 
orders from teaching catechism. (Sce EPS No. 34) ! : 


“The letter also orders clergy to refuse to register with local educa- 
tion authorities as demanded by the Government order. EPS, Geneva 


Le priest 


The 18th International Congress of Old Catholics ig being held in 
Haarlem, the Netherlands, on September 20-25. Main agenda items deal with 
reform of the liturgy. Representing the World Council of Churches at 
the meetingiis Dr. Paul Minear, director of the Commission on Faith and 
Order. Old Catholic Churches in Burope have about 150,000 members. 


¥ * 


Pastor Gyula Murakézy, general Secretary of the Hungarian Ecumenical 
Council, died in Budapest on August $1, after a brief*iliness, it has been 
learned at the World Council headquarters in Geneva. He was 69. Pastor 
Murakozy was pastor of the Budapest Calvin square Reformed Congregation for 
more than thirty years, and chief of the editorial board of the Hungarian 
Church Press. He had represented the Hungarian Council at several World 
Council meetings. 


* % 


The Executive Committee of the World YWCA is meeting in Geneva. 
(September 17-29). The twenty-member group from five continents is discuss- 
ing plans for a leadership training institute to be held at Crét-Bérard, 
in the summer of 1962, reports on the development of YWCA programmes in 
Africa, and plans for the next World YWCA Council in 1963. aThex 
are calso_studying 2 number of general questions including: pcace and dis- 
armament, international voluntary service, the FAO Freedom from Hunger 
campaign, and the YWCA's responsibility in relation to the problems of 
education for women and girls. 
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A new synagogue, replacing one destroyed by the Nazis in 1938, has 
been dedicated in Bremen, Germany. The building, which includes a cultural 
centre, was erected at a cost of about $330,000, which was made available 
by Bremen City authorities who also donated the site. 


* * * 


Plans for the Methodist Church to build an inter-religious United 
Nations Church centre across from United Nations headquarters in New York 
City have been approved by the denomination's General Board of Christian 
Social Concerns. The project, which must still be endorsed by the church's 
Co-ordinating Council, is envisaged as an 11 to 13 storey building where 
Space would be available for the UN liaison or international affairs agency 
of any religious group. Construction of the $1,500,000 building is tenta- 
tively scheduled to begin in 14 months. 


% * * 


The appointment of Dr. A. Russell Stevenson as executive director: of 
International Voluntary Services, Inc., a non-profit, non-sectarian organi- 
zation which sends young Aamerican.college graduates abroad to assist undsr- 
developed countries, has been announced in Washington. Mr. Stevenson, 
formerly of the staff of Church Yorld service, is presently resident 
director of the Protestant Latin American Emergency Committee, in Miami, 
Fla., which is assisting Cuban refugees. He assumes his new post October 24. 


* a7 *% 


Church World Service, relief agency of the National Council of Churches 
(USA) sent 235,664,850 pounds of food, medicine, clothing and other materials 
to 46 nations in the first six months of 1961. The total marks an increase 
of nearly 28 per cent over the amount shipped in the same period the 
previous year. Value of the shipments was listed as $19,602,288. 


* * * 


The first Baha'i temple has been dedicated at Sydney, Australia, by 
Madam Ruhiyyih Rabbani, Canadian-born widow of the founder of | thes tai the 
There are 150. Baha'i centres in Australia ana about 7,000 throughout the 
‘world.’ The temple is the fourth in the world. The others are in Russia; 
near Chicago, in the USA; and in Uganda, Africa. A fifth is expected to 
be completed at Frankfurt, Germany, in 1963. Baha'i teaches that religious 
truth is relative rather than absolute, and that divine revelation is con- 
tinuous and progressive. World headquarters are in Haifa, Israel, 


* wid * 


The Lutheran World Federation has scheduled a conference of its 
"minority churches" in Hurope, May 14-19, 1962, in Czechoslovakia. sixty 
to seventy delegates are expected to attend. Previous Similiar conferences 
were held in Austria in 1956 and in Poland in WO Gis 


* * 03 


The Japancse Evangelical Overseas Mission (JEOM), which encourages 
Japanese to be faithful in home ana forcign missions, has held its fifth 
annual conference at Nasu Kogen. Thirty-two delegates attended the threc- 
day session, Missionarics from other countries as well as Japanese church 
leaders were the speakers. 
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The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Australia has sent o 
letter to Soviet Premier Kruschev, US President John Kennedy, China's Mao 
Tse-Tung, and several other world leaders calling upon them to use "the 
human and material resources which are at present being devoted to the race 
for armed supremacy. . .to solving the pressing problems of hunger and 
poverty throughout the world. The dark forces of militarism are the real 
enemics of mankind. . .", the letter said. "We are convinced that “the 
possession and the use of weapons of destruction are contrary to the will 
of "Gods" 


* * * 


The Hungarian Baptist Church has issued the ninth edition of its hymn- 
book, "Songs of Faith". The new 736-page hymnal has been nine years in 
preparation and is the work of three special committees. 


Sew ay * 


The heritage of sacred music by American composers from the 17th century 
to the present was the subject of the first Hymnological Conference held in. 
the United States last week under auspices of the Department of Worship and 
arts of the National Council of Churches. Three works of "American spirit- 
ual. music" wore specially commissioned for the meeting. 


* * TAZ 


Polish Beptists have dedicated a spacious new chapel and headquarters 
puilding iniWarsaw, at services attended by over 700 persons including 
several church leaders from other countries. The $120,000 building was 
paid for by gifts from the congregation, supplemented by contributions from 
Baptists in EBurope and the USA. The headquarters building contains offices 
for the Baptist Union, which has a membership of approximately 2,500; 
seminary quarters and apartments. 


* * * 


The Rt. Rev. Stefano R. Moshi, Bishop of the Lutheran Church of 
Northern Tanganyika, was elected first national President of the Federation 
of Lutheran Churches in Tanganyika, at a recent. ceremony at Kodugala, 
Njombem. Federation activities in the country include a theological college; 
a secondary school, medical assistants training centre, radio programming, 
publications, and work with Moslems. 7 EPS, Geneva 
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Text of the letter on the death of United Nations General 

Secretary Dag Hammarskjéld, delivered on Tuesday (September 19) 

to UN General Assembly President, Frederick H. Boland, Ireland, 

by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs 


Christians in all parts of the world share in the loss which mankind 
has suffered in the tragic death of secretary General Dag Hammarskj6l1d. 
They join in expressing high appreciation of his unswerving dedication and 
Signal contribution to the cause of peace and justice. 


While sharing with others the loss experienced and the appreciation 
expressed, Christians must give thanks for the heritage which influenced 
Mr. Hammarskj6ld's life of service. As a child he enjoyed virtual member- 
ship in the family of Archbishop Nathan Soderblom, Primate of the Church of 
Sweden. He thus benefited from steady contact with a man who gave dynamic 
leadership to the Life and Work Movement, a movement which became one of the 
major streams leading to the World Council of Churches. Mr. Hammarskj61d 
in informal conversations frequently expressed gratitude for the 
Opportunities of those early years. 


The impact of such formative experiences can be seen in the words 
which he spoke in his initial address to the United Nations General Assembly 
at its Seventh Session when he was inducted into office ag Secretary General 
in April, 1953, soon after aster. 


"May I remind you of the great memory just celebrated by the Christian 
world. May I do so because of what that memory tells us of the redeeming 
power of true dedication to peace and goodwill toward men. ie are of 
different creeds and convictions. Events and ideas which to some of us 
remain the. very basis of our faith are elements of the spiritual heritage 
of man which are. foreign to others. But common to us all, and above all 
other convictions, stands the truth, once expressed by a Swedish poet when 
he said that the greatest prayer of man does not ask for victory but for 
peace," 


In addressing the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at 
Evanston, Illinois, in 1954, Mr. Hammarskj6ld stated: "In the Sermon on the 
Mount it is said that we should take no thought for the morrow, for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself; sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof. Can anything seem farther from the practical 
planning, the long-term considerations typical of political life, and yet 
is this not the very expression of the kind of patience we must all learn 
to show in our work for peace and Justice? Must we not learn to believe 
that when we give to this work daily what it is in our power to give and 
when daily we meet the demands facing us to the full extent of our ability, 
this will ultimately lead to a world of greater justice and good will, even 
if nothing would seem to give us hope. of success, or even of progress in 
the right direction. For the Christian faith, the Cross is that place at 
the centre of the world's history where all men and all nations, without 
excpetion, stand revealed as enemics of God and yet where all men stand 
revealed as beloved of God, precious in God's sight, I quote from the 
report on the main theme of this Assembly !. .°.s6 understood, the Cross 


Bi. 
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although it is the unique fact on which the Christian churches base their 
hope, should not separate those of Christian faith from others, but should 
instead be that element~in their lives which cnables them to stretch out 
their hands to peoples of other crecds in the feeling of universal . 
brotherhood, which we hope one day to sce roflected in a world truly united. '! 


In the effort to fulfil his task as Secretary General urder the 
United Nations! Charter, Mr. Hammarskjold was motivated by the ideals he 
had ennunciated. He recognized the role of spiritual forces in the 
approach to international problems. He wili be honoured as a Christian 
layman who faithfully and tirelessly pursued his high responsibilities as 
1 dedicated international civil servant. His contribution and his example 
will serve as an inspiration on the unending and tortuous path to peace 
with justice and freedom. ree 


Ag director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
an agency of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
Council, I am confident that the sontiments which I have here voiced are 
widely and deeply held. 


Respectfully yours; 


(signed) 0. Frederick Nolde 
Director 
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Anglican Weekly Discusses Russian Churches 


(London) ~ The Church Times, an independent Anglican weekly, in its sept- 
ember 22 issue, under a headline "Against Religion", has the following 
comments about the churches in Russia: 


"Recent reliable information about the State's attitude to religion in 
Russia is certainly not éncouraging. It is always difficult to get object- 
ive information about the life of the Churches in Russia. There is a type 
of propaganda which seeks to give the impression that they have all the 
freedom they need; and there is the propaganda which Says that Christianity 
is dying out. 


"The truth is more complex. The Russian Churches have had in recent 
years a certain limited freedom. It almost seemed as if a certain modus 
vivendi had been worked out according to which no other interference with 
Church life would take place beyond the limitations based on the constitu- 
tion and the existing legislation. Unfortunately, reports which come from 
a number of different non-political sources, show that once again the 
Churches are under heavy pressure, and that the authorities will not even 
allow them to enjoy the limited freedom which they have had so far in the 
post-war years. 
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"In a number of Russian cities important churches have been closed, 
although attendance was, and 28, On a high level. Serious also is the 
closing of some of the few convents which had been allowed to reopen. ¢ The 
number of seminaries for the preparation of the priesthood has also gone 
down. There is, furthermore, a lack of New Testaments for personal use, and 
that in spite of a strong demand by the faithful. 


"These facts should be-made known. They cannot leave Christians of 
other countries indifferent. Christians must pray for their bréthren in 
Russia, and must use every opportunity to let them know that they are 
Surrounded by the Christian family in the whole world," EPS, Geneva 


pelf-Help Project List Ready for 1962 


(Geneva) - Forty schemes of Self-help which church-run institutions wish to 
inaugurate in 1962 for refugees, the aged, the Sick, or the physically or 
Socially handicapped are described in the new Project List now being circu- 
lated by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches. 


The total asked for to finance the full List Le ys Hod, 450 (£19,500). 
This would enable people facing severe difficulties in Austria, Belgium, 
France, Greece, Italy, and North Africa to get going agin, often at 
comparatively little capital cost. 


For example, one scheme asks for G2, LLowto equip a workshop at Salzburg 
which would enable hard-core refugees, who have not worked for many years, 
to readjust themselves to a regular occupation, learn a trade, and ultimate~ 
ty sarn their living. 


Again, a reception centre for refugees near Paris asks for ®717 to buy 
audio-visual equipment so that French can be taught to newcomers from Bul- 
garia, Yugoslavia, and Albania. These people have had very little education, 
being mostly farm workers from remote areas, and so without the help of 
Special techniques it is difficult for them to learn a new language, yet 
until they know French they cannot find a ROR. 


Another scheme calls for $701 to buy farming equipment for a community 
of Russian Orthodox nuns who have set up a refuge at Moisenay-le-Grand for 
Sick or old people. They shelter some mentally deficient or psychopathic 
patients whom they employ in the garden, but to make this enterprise ‘self- 
Supporting they need to modernise their agricultural equipment and begin 
poultry farming. 


At Linz, in Austria, $467 is asked for to buy a concrete mixer which 
would be lent in turn to groups of refugees who are eager to build their 
own houses after living in Camps for many years. 


Altogether the 40 "self-help" projects for 1962 include such enter- 
prises as job training for widows and Sr Sie Gra tain undertakings, educa- 
tion in hygiene and first aid, village improvement ventures, hostels for 
North Africans, handicrafts centres, sewing workshops, and the promotion of 
small-holdings. 


Bs. “2 
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The purpose behind them all is to provide vocational training or 
occupational therapy, to rehabilitate invalids or handicapped persons, to 
integrate refugees into the normal economy of a country, or to develop 
agriculture on a co-operative, communal, or parish basis. 


But each of these schemes is held up until the money can be raised to 
buy essential equipment. : 


All the schemes have been approved by local Inter-Church Aid Committees 
after being submitted by church-sponsored organizations. Only the equip- 
ment needed for the "constructive" part of a project is asked for. Furni- 
ture and administrative and building expenses are the responsibility of 
whoever initiates one of these schemes. 


Details about projects may be obtained from Miss Lois Meyhoffer, secre- 
tary for Self-Help Projects, DICASR, at. the wcac headquarters, 17 route de 
Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. EPS, Geneva 


Australian Churches Ask End of Nuclear Tests 
a eK en Ot Nucicar Tests 


(Sydney) - The Executive Committee of the Australian Council of Churches 
has appealed to the governments of Australia and Great Britain to pursue 
vigorously courses of action which will lead to the cessation of nuclear 
weapons testing and the resumption of negotiations of international 
agreements. 


Expressing profound concern that experimental explosions of nuclear 
devices have been resumed, the Council's Committee appeals to the leaders 
of the nations for a new standard of moral leadership in international 
ariairs. 


The Council's statement says: 


"The agreement to forego tests for a trial period in November 1958, 
was received hopefully by the peoples of the world as an opportunity for 
reliable international agreements to be negotiated. Throughout 1959 and 
1960 the World Council of Churches repeatedly urged that tests be not 
resumed unilaterally, so that a treaty for the cessation of testing could 
be reached through the extremely difficult negotiations then in process, 
and warned that such a resumption could result in a new phase of an arma- 
ments race, 


"The recent resumption of tests hag already accelerated that race, 
increased the risk of war, diminished hope, and resulted in the indefinite 
adjournment of negotiations for a treaty." 


A statement on nuclear testing was also issued recently in Geneva, 
Switzerland, by the officers of the World Council of Churches. (See EPS 


No. 33) EPS, Geneva 
Baptists Aid pegregation Fighters 
(New York) - "Preedom Internships" to students in the southern United States 


who spent their summer vacation leading freedom drives protesting against 
racial segregation are being awarded by the American Baptist Home Mission 
Societies, in consultation with the Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence, headed by Dr. Martin Luther King. 


Students receiving the grants will be required to maintain high 
academic averages, but will be free from financial anxieties to devote free 
hours for work against Segregation. The internships have been made avail- 
able by a grant from the Field Foundation. HPS, Geneva 


™ 
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EACC Publishes List of Member Churches! Missionaries 


(Kottayam) - The East Asia Christian Council has published a list of mission- 
aries of its member churches "as evidence that the Asian churches are 
beginning to respond to their missionary responsibilities, and to encourage 
them to respond even more fully." 


The brochure notes that many more missionaries are sent out by other 
Christian bodies in Asia which means that the present list does not fully 
portray what the Asian churches are doing to carry the Gospel "to the utter- 
‘most part of the earth". The list will be revised at the EACC's forthcoming 
meeting in Bangalore. 


The brochure shows the greatest number sent by the churches of India - 
a total of 28 missionaries or missionary couples, of whom 12 have been 
commissioned by the Mar Thoma Church. They are working in countries includ- 
ing Malaya, Ghana, Thailand, Nepal, Ceylon, Indonesia, Tanganyika, Borneo, 
and Kenya, as well as in home missions in India. 


The churches in the Philippines have a total of 28 missionaries or 
missionary couples ~ 18 from the United Church of Christ, eight from the 
Methodist Church, and two from the Philippine Independent Church. The 
United Church missionaries are working in Thailand, Indonesia, Hewada sive. 
Ethiopia, Turkey, Italy, Greece, and the United States. The Methodist 
Church missionaries are working in Malaya, Borneo, and Okinawa.. The Inde- 
pendent Church's missionaries are working in Hawaii. This church also 
Supports 30 priests working among the estimated 1,000,000 Filipino Muslims 
in Mindanao. 


The diocese of Malaya-Hong Kong of the Chinese Anglican Church supplies 
ten missionaries in North Borneo, Singapore, New Zealand, London, Manila, 
Taiwan, Borneo, and the United States. The Church of Christ in China (Hong 
Kong), has four missionaries in Canada and one in the USA. The Methodist 
Church (Hong Kong), has five missionaries in Sarawak. 


The United Church in Japan has two missionaries working with gsecond- 
generation Japanese and Canadians in Canada. It also has missionaries in 
India, Thailand, and Bolivia. The Christian Medical Association of Japan 
Supports a medical doctor, his wife and two trained nurses in Nepal. 


The Presbyterian Church in Korea has two missionary families working in 
northern Thailand and another working in Formosa. It also supports three 
teachers in West Pakistan. 


The Burma Baptist Convention has seven missionaries in Thailand}; 
Ceylon has two missionaries - one in Kenya and one in Nigeria; and the 
Presbyterian Church of Formosa has three missionaries working in Malaya. 
The West Pakistan Christian Council sends evangelistic teams to Kashmir for 
a period of two months each year and the Anglican Church of Sarawak has sent 
three missionaries to North Borneo, 


The churches of Indonesia have no missionaries serving outside the 
country at present, but they carry on an extensive programme in many new 
areas in Indonesia. EPS, Geneva 


Christian Named Indonesia's Acting President 


(Djakarta) - A Christian has served as acting president of the Republic of 
Indonesia, during President Sukarno's recent absence, 
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Dr. Johannes Leimena was appointed to the post by the President prior 
to leaving for the neutral nations conference in Yugoslavia and a VisToe eo 
the United States. Dr. Leimena,; who also acted as foreign minister during 
the President's absence, is well known in Christian circles and has held 
responsible positions in the Indonesian National Council of Churches, 

HPS, Geneva 


Archbishop Asks Prayers for Peace 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, has called 
upon Anglican clergy to lead the people in prayers for world peace in the 
coming weeks. 


An article in the October issue of "Canterbury Diocesan Notes" said 
that "nuclear weapons, while they deter aggression, provide the constant 
danger of war erupting through some foolish, impetuous action on someone's 
part. Hence the need is more urgent than ever for a détente with the will 
to discuss. Because this depends upon the collective will of the leaders 
it can be affected powerfully by the prayers of those who pray." 


Dr. Ramsey noted that 'tin face of the cynicism of the Russian govern- 
ment about Berlin and about the resumption of nuclear weapons tests our 
Government has acted with restraint, patience and strength. No one wants 
Wane ne aid, “least of: a4) Russias whieh Jike the rest of Us. Could 2a in 
nothing from war except her own destruction in the eenereal haloeaust." 

EPS, Geneva 


Churches Asked to Feed 50,000 Homeless in Burma's Worst Floods 
enc ee Si burma’ s Worst Floods 


(Geneva) - To provide aergency feeding for 90,000 children, women, and men 
among the half million affected by one of the worst floods in Burmese his- 
tory, the World Council of Churches has appealed, on request of the Burma 
Christian Council, to its members for US $85,000. 


This will buy enough food to Supply one month's rations to the 10 per 
cent of the victims unreached by government and other relief agencies. 


So far upwards of US $14,000 have been given or promised by churches 
in Britain, New Zealand, and the Netherlands. 


The Rev. John Thetgyi, Director of the Burma Christian Council Relief 
Committee, stresses that the urgent need is for cash to buy rice locally. 
There is no need. to export rice to Burma to feed the hungry, even though 
400,000 acres of paddy fields have beer flooded along the Salween and 
Sattang rivers. 


Cattle, poultry, and pigs have been drowned in the floods, and when 
the water has subsided thousands of acres will be useless for a long time 
to come. — 


In a letter to the WCC headquarters at Geneva, Mr. Thetgyi says that 
more than 90,000 families, totalling 500,000 persons, have been affected 
by the disaster. Government and other relief agencies are striving to 
provide emergency distributions of rice for these victims, but the Burma 
Christian Relief Committee wishes to feed those 50,000 people whom these 
measures will not reach, 


‘sl 
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Japan is also faced by a flood disaster which has been responsible for 
600 casualties and inundated 100,000 acres of rice land. 


In addition, Typhoon Nancy, sweeping across the islands, has taken the 
lives of 185 persons and damaged the property of 176,748 families. Buta 
cable to the World Council from the Rev. Kén Buma, Director of Japan Church 
World Service says that the churches will raise funds locally to help the 
victims. 


The cable adds: "No aid required. Will assist. Burma flood disaster." 
HPS, Geneva 


Clergymen Jailed in segregation Protest 


(Detroit) - Thirteen Protestant Episcopal clergymen,who had been jailed in 
Jackson, Miss., on charges of breach of the peace for their desegregation 
efforts, arrived here this week to attend their denomination!s triennial 
General Convention. Two others remained in jail. 


The ministers - 12 white persons and three Negros - had been convicted 
of an effort to desegregate 2 busterminal "white" waiting room. They were 
released after they filed notices of appeal and posted $500 appeal bonds. 
Bond is also available for the other two, who decided to remain in jaulves 
a futher protest, whenever they want it. 


The jailed clergymen were among 28 who participated in a Prayer Pil- 
grimage organized by the Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity, 
an unofficial organization of the church. Leader of the group was the Rev. 
Robert L. Pierson, of Evanston, Illinois, a son-in-law of Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller of New York. 


An advance group, which had avoided arrest, visited Southern Bpiscopal 
educational institutions and then came here to the convention. Still anvwth- 
er group, wnich had stayedbehind in Jackson to explain pilgrimage aims to 
Civic officials, arrived here later. 


The Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, the denomination!s presiding bishop, 
issued a statement following the arrests in which he said he had no question 
at all about the motives of the pilgrimage participants. 


Pointing out that the clergymen sought to "bear witness to their 
Christian convictions about justice for all people anisthis Land"), (Bishop 
Lichtenberger declared: 


"These men have chosen the Prayer Pilgrimage as a means of bringing (the) 
stated position of the church before our people. They are doing the, right 
as they see the right. Whether they have chosen the right way to bear wit- 
ness to their convictions, time alone will tell." 


Upon their arrival here, the 13 clergymen attended a dinner of the 
Society for Cultural and Racial Unity, at which a statement was read on 
wehelt of adi participante inthe pilgrimage. 


The statement reminded Southern laymen that "no loyalty to the secular 
community. . .or to its traditional way of life can rightfully oppose the 
just claims of their brothers in Christ to be treated as such, to receive 
full personal, social and political acceptance within the Church and in the 
larger community." 


oe 
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However, the statement also called upon northern church members to 
remember their responsibility in curbing discriminatory practices in housing, 
employment, education and church life. 


"In the degree to which community feeling in the North is less obdur- 
ately set against racial integration than in the South", it declared, "to 
that degree the Church is more culpable in its failure to purify its own 
life of all traces of racial separation and to exert vigorous leadership 
against this deformity in the life of society at large". 


"We may expect little mercy from our heavenly Judge if out of wilful 
blindness, indifference, or fear of inconvenient consequences churchmen in 
the North tolerate in comfort the evil which is crucifying brave churchmen 
in the South", it said, 


Also in attendance at the ESCRU dinner was Archbishop Joost de Blank 
of Capetown, one of the most outspoken foes of South Africa's apartheid 
policy. He vigorously assailed "the apostles of gradualism" on the race 
issue in both the United States and in his own country. 


Calling upon all Christians to "say a final'No! to racial discrimina- 
tion in any form, in any place, at any time", Archbishop de Blank said such 
a stand "may lead us to lose a few fair-weather friends", but it is the 
only answer to both the Marxist and Islamic view that Christianity is the 
"religion of the white man". 


Meanwhile, U.S.’ Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy has pledged that 
the Justice Department "will co-operate fully" in enforcing a new Inter- 
state Commission order outlawing segregation in interstate bus travel. He 
said the new ruling is the "most far-reaching administrative action ever 
taken by the Federal Government" in the area of racial discrimination, 

EPS, Geneva 


German Churches Offer Prayers for Peace 


(Berlin) - Prayers for peace with justice and freedom are being offered in 
German congregations in response to an appeal issued by Dr. Kurt Scharf, 
chairman, and Bishop Hans Lilje, vice-chairman, of the Council of the German 
Evangelical Church. The appeal asked that the prayers be a part of every 
worship service, and that special prayer meetings also be arranged. It 
Saids 


"In view of the present threat to peace we will beseech the Almighty 
to protect us from the horror of a modern war, the outbreak of which today 
would involve the destruction of all the good things of this life. 


"We will call upon Him to endow the men who stand at the head of govern- 
ments with wisdom, courage and a sense of responsibility that they may find 
the ways to strengthen and win the peace. 


"In so far as special burdens must be laid upon-our people in this way 
for the sake of peace, we will plead for strength to accept this from the 
hand of God and to see in it the result of the wicked deeds which have 
stained the name of our people in past years. In praying for peace we should 
not wish for anything which could be harmful to peace. We should resist 
the spirit of hate, revenge, bitterness and self-righteousness within our- 
selves and the temptation to set our hopes on a solution with war-like 
methods." EPS, Geneva 
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Episcopalians Support US, Ceylon Unity Proposals 


(Detroit) - The triennial General Convention of the Protestant Hpiscopal 
Church has taken far-reaching steps to achieve a greater degree of Christian 
unity, both at home and abroad. 


The convention formally accepted an invitation from the United Presby- 
terian Church to discuss the possibility of a four-way merger, involving 
the Methodist Church and the United Church of Christ, to form a new denom- 
ination of some 18,000,000 members. 


The convention also approved a measure looking forward to full communion 
with the newly merging United Church of Ceylon, if the new denomination 
resolves certain "anomalies and contradictions" in its constitution, such 
as permitting the ordination of women. The new body, to be known as the 
Church of Lanka, will bring together Anglicans, Methodist, Baptists, and 
Presbyterians. 


These actions were taken by the convention after its presiding bishop, 
the Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, had declared in an opening sermon that 
to deny that "we are all one in Christ Jesus" is."to deny the Gospel". 


"Surely", he said, “we must take seriously any proposals for the 
reunion of the Church which would preserve and strengthen and bring together 
both Catholic and Reformed traditions." 


Last May the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church invited 
the Episcopalians to join it in "exploring" and "negotiating" a plan of 
union involving the four US denominations. The proposal was first made by 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, in 
a sermon late last year in San Francisco, 


Diocesan conventions in Delaware, Massachusetts, Michigan, Los Angeles, 
and Missouri had voiced their approval to accept the Presbyterian invitation. 
But opposition had come from the dioceses of Long Island, New York, and 
Quincy,: lllinois. 


However, when the issue came to a vote in the House of Bishops, the 
195 church leaders voted unanimously in favour of the proposal. Said Bishop 
Lichtenberger after the vote, "I'm quite speechless". 


The denomination's second legislative arm, the House of Deputies, also 
supported the proposal overwhelmingly, after it was made clear that the 
church was not involved in negotiating a merger, but was simply in favour 
of talking about union and was prepared to set up machinery for discussion, 


However, the deputies made a textual change in a resolution of accept- 
ance, reminding Episcopalians that they might not disregard the basic 
principles of their church when they engaged in union discussions. The 
revised text was then approved by the bishops, since both houses must con- 
cur before any action becomes final. 


Action on recognition of the United Church of Ceylon came first in the 
House of Deputies after spirited debate. Concurrence by the bishops was 
considered virtually automatic since the Ceylon plan had been previously 
Sanctioned by the world-wide Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops. 


The United Church of Ceylon will embrace about 100,000 Christians. 
The merger is partially based on the formation in 1947 of the United Church 
of South India, which includes Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists, and 
Congregationalists. 
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Harlier, the Rt. Rev. Lakdasa De Mel, Bishop of Kurunagala, Ceylon, 
addressed the convention. He has been one of the leaders in negotiations 
of the Ceylon merger plan. 


The convention also heard from Dr. Charles Malik of Lebanon, former 
president of the UN General Assembly, who expressed the belief that "condi- 
tions today are propitious" for "the spiritual unity of all Christians". 


Dr. Malik, a Greek Orthodox layman and prominent in the World Council 
of Churches, predicted that "every problem in the international order would 
be miraculously transformed", if "it should be God!s will that unity come 
about in our time". 


In another action, the House of Deputies unanimously elected as its 
president Clifford Phelps Morehouse, a New York book publisher. He succeeds 
Canon Theodore 0. Wedel, of Washington, president since 1952. EPS, Geneva 


Cardinal Bea Stresses Ecumenical Co-operation 


(Bern) - Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Unity, has told a meeting here that co-operation in the ecumenical movement 
is just as important as the churches! world missionary efforts. In the 
future, he said, the Catholic church will make a point of emphasizing this 
in-the training of its priests. 


Speaking of the Second Vatican Council, the prelate said that while it 
could not alter church dogma, it could clarify the truths taught by the 
Roman Catholic Church, and thus pave the way to Christian unity. 


"It will create the preliminary conditions so that some day when God 
so Shall decree and we ourselves, and our separated brethren are sufficient- 
ly prepared, a real Council of Union will be held, which will lead to the 
fulfilment of the Saviour's words that there shall be one flock and one 
shepherd",he declared. 


Cardinal Bea is making a lecture tour in Switzerland. The Vatican 
Secretariat which he heads is one of the special commissions set up by 
Pope XXIII to prepare for the Council. ' EPS, Geneva 


Pope's Peace Plea Wins Khrushchev's Support 


(Moscow) - Premier Nikita 8. Khrushchev has expressed approval of a recent 
appeal by Pope John XXIII to world statesmen to negotiate on Bast-West 
tensions in an effort to halt threats to peace. 


In an interview with the Russian press, Mr. Khrushchev said the Pontiff 
had given "common sense its due" when he called upon the statesmen on 
September 10, to "face squarely the tremendous responsibilities they bear 
before the tribunal of history and, what is more, before the judgement seat 
of God". 


Pointing out that he was an atheist and did not believe in divine pro- 
vidence, Mr. Khrushchev stressed that he did believe in the great respons- 
ibility of governments to "embark on a joint search for ways leading to the 
liquidation of the remnants of the Second World War, to the elimination of 
hotbeds of tension, to the curbing of the torch-bearers of a new world 
conflagration". 


= > 
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The Russian leader said his government supported "a peaceful solution 
of all controversial international problems by negotiations, and we can only 
welcome any appeal for negotiations in the interest of peace from whatever 
souree it may proceed". 


Mr. Khrushchev asked whether "such champions of the Catholic faith" as 
US President Kennedy and West German Chancellor Adenauer "will listen to 
the holy warning of the Pope of Rome". 


In a page one editorial, the Vatican newspaper, L!Osservatore Romano, 
wrote that Mr. Khrushchev's remarks "contrasted sharply with the image 
‘spread so far by Communist propaganda of a Church motivated by political 
interests or serving powers claimed to seek promotion of international 
Co Tae i gee a ae EPS, Geneva 


Pan-Orthodox Conference Opens in Rhodes 


(Rhodes) - Metropolitan Chrysostom of Philippi and Kavala, speaking at the 
opening plenary session of the first pan-Orthodox conference in thirty years 
convened here on Sunday, said that all churches must co-operate in the 
spirit of fellowship if Christianity is to deal effectively with "the 

crisis of secularism, paganism, and materialism in the world today. 


"At this tragic moment of history the Church must find new ways to go 
out to the world with the offer of salvation", he declared. "It must pro- 
claim its message from the housetops and have no fear of those who can 
destroy the body, but not the soul." 


Directing his remarks to observers from the Anglican and Old Catholic 
churches, and the World Council of Churches, the octogenarian Greek Orthodox 
leader, who has been a prelate of his church for more than fifty years, 
declared: . "We acknowledge your many blessed actions and your sincere 
Striving for dogmatic truth according to the will of God, and your work to 
reach a positive basis for unity by removing the unjust calumnies against 
the Orthodox Ciurch.” 


The session which was held in the Church of the Annunciation, opened 
with a procession of delegates, marching behind a banner bearing the cross 
and the words, "In This Sign Conquer". 


Metropolitan Chrysostom, as the representative of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras, "first among equals" of leaders of Orthodoxy, is presiding at 
conference sessions. 


At the same session Archbishop Nikodim, head of the Office of Foreign 
Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, said 
that it is the desire of all Orthodox churches to establisn closer rela- 
tionships among themselves and with other Christian churches. 


EKarlier at the opening liturgy, also held in the Church of the Annun- 
Ciation, Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myron, also a delegate from the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, said that the conference could be described in a 
Single phrase as "a conference for the presentation of Orthodoxy on the 
pan-Orthodox, pan-Christian and world-wide levels." 


The Metropolitan noted that "hopes entertained for many centuries, 
and noble efforts for decades of years'' lay behind the convening of the 
conference. 


No. 36 - 29th September, 1961 | ‘a 


"The HolyOrthodox Church is today again going forward and taking the 
initiative in full responsibility before God and man", he declared, 
"Orthodoxy. cannot turn a deaf ear or remain inactive or go its own way" in 
face of the "ferments" and "problems of the modern world. The pan-Orthodox 
conference would not solve all the problems", he added, but it could "prove 
to all that it was conscious of the problems of our epoch." 


Twelve autocephalous (independent) Orthodox churches are represented 
at the conférence with strong delegations including metropolitans, priests, 
monks, and theological professors. These include, in addition to the 
Heumenical Patriarchate, the Patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, Jeru- 
salem, Moscow, Yugoslavia, Roumania, and Bulgaria and the churches of 
Cyprus, Greece, Poland, and Czechoslovakia. Specially invited observers 
are present from the Oriental churches of Egypt, Syria, South India, 
Armenia, and Ethiopia, and from the Old Catholic ehurches, the Church of 
England, the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA), and from the World Council 
of Churches. The Vatican, although invited to send observors, declined, 
but has granted several priests permission to attend in the capacity of 
journalists. 


The week-long conference, which is giving special attention to the 
question of closer collaboration between Orthodox churches, will prepare 
the study material and agenda items for a pro-Synod meeting, the second in 
the series of meetings. The third in the series will be the Synod, which 
will be attended by heads of the churches and other leaders. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief | 


An 84-page memorandum presenting the position of the churches on sel- 
ected items of the provisional agenda of the 16th Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly has been issued by the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council. The memorandum has been sent to 
the CCIA!'s national commissions and commissioners around the world, and to 
about 800 delegates to the 16th Session. Items covered include: Report 
of the Director of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East, The situation in Angola, UN Operations in the Congo, Nuclear 
weapons tests, Questions of race conflict in South Africa, Question of 
Algeria, Angolan refugees in the Congo, Population growth and economic 
development, Question of Hungary, and Representation of China in the United 
Nations. 


* * * 


Bighty-two per cent of a cross-section of Swedes polled in a recent 
public opinion survey believe "man needs religion", but 77 per cent said 
they had not attended a church service, except for weddings or funerals, 
in the past four weeks. Nine per cent said they felt man could get along 
just as well without religion; one per cent said he would be better off 
without itsjand eight per cent had no opinion. 


’ * mS * 


Two groups of Christian youth volunteers from West Berlin and West 
Germany will leave shortly for England and Israel, under the "Sign of . 
Reconciliation" programme sponsored by the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKID). One group will construct a House of Encountér in Coventry, England, 
and the other will build a large Christian-Jewish centre and other struc- 
tures for the sick and infirm in Israel. 
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Sixteen university and church leaders are contributors to a new book 
just published in Capetown, South Africa, which argues the case for, rigid 
apartheid. According to an announcement the book, titled "Grenge" 
("Borders"), is intended as a reply to the volume atewed Action" writin 
ed last year which sharply criticized the government's racial policies. 


* *% * 


Capital punishmens will be one of the issues debated by the Lower 
House of the Convocation of Canterbury of the Church of England when it 
meets for Ue code beginning October 3;. A motion by the Rev. F.:P. 
Coleman ,of Southwark, calls for its abolition or, at least, its complete 
suspension for five years. 


So Se 


Some forty or fifty young Americans will be serving in Latin America - 
by ‘the end of the year in a new Roman Catholic version of the Peace Corps. 
Called "Papal Volunteers" they will work under local church authorities, 
combining religiows and social work among the poor. Recruits are under- 
going 16 weeks of training at Fordham University, New York, in preparation 
for their, work. 


The Samaritans - a movement "to help those tempted so suicide or des- 
pair", will become a national association in England, The group, founded 
eight years‘ago, has centres in. 12 communities, and hopes eventually to 
establish them in every town of 100,000 population or more. The centres 
are manned day and night to answer calls from persons in trouble. The move- 
ment has no formal church affiliation, al ‘though many oh eo and laymen are 
active in it. 


‘Hvangelical youth in Bavaria have contributed 10, OOO German mark 
(approximately $2,500) toward construction of a ponds si pnhe Waeieeee centre 
by the Lutheran Church of Northern Tanganyika. The gift was presented to 
Bishop Stefano R. Moshi, head of the Tanganyika body, during a recent visit 
to an evangelical youth work centre in Nurnberg, Germany. 


\ 


75 
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The Most Rev. Alfred - Bbengsch has been installed as Romar Catholic 


Bishop of Berlin in a ceremony in Corpus Christi Church, East Berlin, attend- 


ed by some 2,000 persons, including five of Hast Germany's Roman Catholic 
Drshops.. At 40 ee a Bengsch is Germany's youngest Roman Catholic bishop. 
He was named by Pops John XXIII last month to succeed Julius Cardinal 
Doepfner, who has become Archbishop of Munich. The installation ceremony 
was later repeated in West Berlin. Bishop Bengsch's diocese includes both 
parts of the divided city. é 


Oe) LENG as 


The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Nae eh and South America has announced 


the creation of a Department of Laity, to co-ordinate relationships between 
the church and branches of the laity. A clergyman and a layman have been 
named directors. They are the Very Rev. Constantine J. Kazanas:of the Holy 


Trinity. Cathedral, New York, and Mr. Ernest A. Villas, secretary of ‘the Holy 


Cross Theological Trustees ‘hah director of the Hellenic University. .Founda- 
tion, Brookline; Masse... | EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox Conference Sets Agenda fur Pro-Synod 


(Rhodes) - The pun-Orthodox conference has concluded here with announcement 
of an agenda for the next pan-Orthodox gathering, the Pro~Synod. 


Observers commented that the meeting, the first of its kind in twelve 
centuries, was marked by an atmosphere of "warm Christian feeling". 


The concord was evidenced by the action of the 60 official delegates 
representing the twelve autocephalous Orthodox churches of the world in 
standing at a public plenary session to Signify unanimous approval of the 
Pro-Synod agenda. The agenda had been prepared from the Pepor Tes Or Ss 
committees which based their work on a draft agenda submitted by the 
Hcumenical Patriarchate. 


A major part of the agenda is given over to relations of Orthodoxy with 
the remainder of Christendom. Sections deal with Orthodoxy an relatisn: to 
"ancient Oriental churches", the Roman Catholic Church, the churches and 
confessions arising out of the Reformation, the Old Catholic Church, and 
the ecumenical movement. 


The section on Orthodoxy and the ceumenical movement lists as agenda 
topics for the Pro-Synod, "the presence and participation of the Orthodox 
Church in the ecumenical movement in the Spirit of the Patriarchal Eneycli- 
eal of 1920", the ‘study of theological and other questions relating to 
Orthodox participation in the movement, and "the importance of the contribu-~ 


tion of Orthodox participation to the orientation of ecumenical thought and 
action", 
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The 1920 Encyclical of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 'first among equals"! 
of the leaders of Eastern Orthodoxy, advocated the formation of a "league 


of churches" 28 years before the formation of the World Council of Churches 
in 1948. 


The section on Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism suggests the Pro-Synod 
make an "examination of points of agreement and disagreement concerning the 
faith, administration, and ecclesiastical activity of this church, espec- 
ially propaganda, uniates, and proselytism". It also asks.study of the 
"maintenance of relations according to the Spirit of the love of Christ". 


The section on the incient Oriental Churches, the Armenian, Copt, 
Ethiopian, Syrian, and Malabar (South India), all of which had strong 
delegations of observers attending the conference, urges "maintenance of 
friendly relations for re-establishing union by exchange of visits of pro- 
fessors and students, and by contacts of a theological character". 


It also suggests the Pro-Synod consider studies of the faith, worship, 
and administration of these Ghurches and collaboration with them at ecumen- 
ical meetings on "practical questions", 


The presence of representatives of the Ancient Oriental Churches was 
regarded by observers as particularly significant. It was the first such 
meeting between representatives of the two groups since the fifth and sixth 
centuries. (In an earlier session the conference agreed that they should 
be referred toas the "Ancient Oriental Churches", rather than as the "Less- 
er Oriental Churches", a title previously in use.) 


Speaking of Orthodox relations with churches and confessions arising 
out of the Reformation, it suggests "the study of the possibilities for the 
cultivation of relations and further rapprochement with them, and especially 
with the Episcopalians and Anglicans, in light of their present positive 
attitudes towards the Orthodox Church". 


Both the Church of England and the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA ) 
had observers at the conference. A message from the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Dr. A. M. Ramsey, proposed a resumption of theological contacts 
between the Orthodox Church and the Church of England, "to find out the way. 
of unity in true doctrine". 


Messages also were received frm the heads sf all the autccephalous 
Orthodox churches, as well as from the officers of the World Council of 
Churches, which was represented by three observers. The WCC message relay- 
ed "respectful fraternal greetings", and said the WCC officers "pray that 
your meeting may strengthen the witness of Orthodoxy in the whole world and 
its participation in the World Council of Churches". 


The first part of the agenda for the Pro-Synod mecting covers a wide 
range of subjects dealing with internal matters of the Orthodox churches. 
These includes: questions of faith and dogm.; aspects of church life - the 
encouragement of more active lay-participation, discipline, liturgical 
renewal, and wider use of the Old Testament in worship; church order; 
relations between Orthodox churches; the witness of Orthodoxy in the world; 
theological themes; and social problems. 


At an earlier session Archbishop Nikodim, head of the Russian delega- 
tion read a 19-page report, asking the conference to adopt a forceful 
attitude on world political problems, including "general and complete dis- 
armament", and aid to countries under colonial rule to acquire self-rule, 
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By a decision of the plenary session the proposals were discussed in commit- 
tee which was chaired by Archbishop Nikodim. The result was that the section 
dealing with the witness of Orthodoxy in the world included the following 
itemss "Orthodoxy and racial discrimination", “application of the Christian 
ideas of peace, brotherhood and love among peoples", and "Christian duty in 
areas of rapid social change". 


The message of the conference, unanimously approved at the final session, 
was read solemnly in Greek and Russian at the closing liturgy in the Church 
of the Annunciation. The gospel read at the service (John 1237 = 6312) ends 
with the words of the theme for the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, "I am the Light of the Worla". 


In language resembling the Greek of the New Testament, the message 
emphasizes the inner unity of the Orthodox churches. The main points were: 


tually; conscious of the ereat responsibility we bear before God and 
men, we declare that we have examined in a Spirit of brotherly concord the 
Subjects coming within our here restricted responsibility and have reached 
unanimous agreement on the list of themes to be submitted to the future 
Pro-Synod. 


"These themes, which have long occupied the attention of the several 
Orthodox churches and the Christian world in general, have been enunciated 
today in a more final manner and have found expression in the present list. 
They shall be fully studied and examined at our future Pro-Synod so that 
they may receive their final and proper solution, God willing, at the 
Hcumenical Council to be summoned later. 


"For the first time for many centuries Orthodoxy has met in so fully 
representative an Assembly and we leave this conference strengthened in our 
faith, our hopes and our love, with a full awareness of the strength in 
unity of our Holy Orthodox Church. 


"We have aimed at bringing home the responsibility of our several 
churches in the present times, and at emphasizing the problems which face 
the faithful in their daily lives, and we give to all the assurance that 
Orthodoxy is fully conscious of its responsibilities towards them. .. 


“We salute also in love our friends of the venerable Kast with whom we 
are linked by the immutable bonds of heartand mind which have existed for 
centuries, and those of the West, with whom we have never ceased to collab- 
orate for the accomplishment of the command of our Lord 'that they may all 
be one', a command for the fulfilment of which our Holy Church has never 
ceased to pray." (See also EPS No. 36) EPS, Geneva 


Kpiscopal Bishops Urge Constituents to Foster Unity 


(Detroit) ~ A pastoral letter issued by the bishops of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church has called upon their 5,500,000 members to shun parochial- 
ism and to work with patience and sacrifice for the end) of a divided 
Christendon. 


The letter, issued at the end of the denomination's le-day triennial 
General Convention here, commended the work of the World Council of Churches 
and the National Council of Churches (USA) in advancing the cause of 
Christian unity. 
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While the bishops expressed their "grief" that the Roman Catholic 
Church was not a member of the WCC, they commented: "We can rejoice that 
communion is increasingly represented by officially approved tobservers! 
at major meetings of the Council, and that there are many evidences of the 
seriousness and respect with which it views this organ of the ecumenical 
movenent", 


The Roman Catholic Church announced earlier that it would, for the 
first time, send official observers to the Third Assembly of the World 
Council, which will be held in New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6. 
(See EPS No. 33) 


Pointing out that the Episcopal Church has "publicly and officially" 
expressed its readiness for reunion talks with other Christian bodies during 
the last 75 years, the pastoral letter acknowledged that Anglicans through- 
out the world represented "but a small part of the whole number of Christ's 
people". 


It added: 


"We urge patience, for centuries of division and misunderstanding are 
not soon overcome. We urge restraint, for there will be inevitable strain 
within our own corporate life and in that of others with whom we seek unity. 
We urge humble sacrifice, for obedience is costly and treasures shared in 
love mean change for all. 


"Above all, we urge deep awareness that we are committed to the one 
great Church and that we are called to be faithful to it. We, your. bishops, 
call you therefore to work and pray without ceasing until by God's grace 
and in His time the division by which we dishonour our Lord is done away." 


Karlier, the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies approved a 
concordat of full communion with the Philippine Independent Church, which 
broke with the Roman Catholic Church at the turn of the century in a revolt 
against domination by Spanish clergy. 


Bishop Isabelo deLos Reyes of the Philippine church, commented that the 
convention's action has "helped us find our place in Christ's Holy Church", 


The convention also agreed to accept an invitation of the United Pres- 
byterian Church to explore the possibility of a four-way merger with the 
Methodist Church and the United Church of Christ. It further adopted a 
report recognizing the Clurch of Lanka (Ceylon), and looked forward toward 
eventual full communion if the Ceylonese body resolves "certain anomalies 
and contradictions" in its constitution, such as the ordination of women. 
(See EPS No. 36) 


In considering the actions taken by the convention to strengthen 
Christian unity abroad, Bishop James A. Pike, of California, remarked that 
US churchmen should be “somewhat humble", 


"We brought our own sin of division to them in the first place", he 
said. EPS, Geneva 


Episcopalians Give NCC Confidence Vote 


(Detroit) - The General Convention of the Protestant Bpiscopal Church went 
on record here as recognizing the "importance of having the National Council 
of Churches (USA ) speak to the churches about the Christian implications of 
contemporary social, economic and political issues." 
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At the same time, however, it declared emphatically that "no pronounce- 
ment or statement" of the NCC could be regarded as "an official statement" 
of the Episcopal Church "without action" by the General Convention, the 
denomination!s highest legislative body. 


The resolution was first adopted after heated debate by the 670 member 
House of Deputies. The House of Bishops later concurred with little dis- 
cussion among its 190 members. 


The NCC has been criticized in some Episcopal and other denominational 
circles for some of the statements issued by it or by one of its agencies 
or study conferences. While the Council has often pointed out that it does 
not claim to speak for the churches but to them, its declarations have been 
interpreted by some as the voice of US Protestantisn. 


In another action, the General Convention endorsed family planning and 
birth control as a matter of "Christian conscience". It also approved the 
dissemination by the US Government of birth control information to less- 
developed nations "wherever it is officially sought". EPS, Geneva 


BMS Reports Angolan Refugees Still Entering Congo 


(London) - The Baptist Missionary Society has received word that hordes of 
refugees are still crossing the border from Angola into the Congo Republic. 


A letter received by the society from the Rev. Walter Fulbrook, of 
Moerbeke, disclosed that the refugees number about 13,000 and are coming 
from the Bembe district. EPS, Geneva 


Trained African Ministry Needed to Curb Church Losses 


(Nairobi) - A more highly trained indigenous ministry is needed to combat 
the trend of large numbers of educated Africans drifting away from Protes- 
tant churches in Bast Africa, according to an article published here, 


Rock, monthly newspaper of the Christian Council of Kenya, said that 
educated people who do remain within the churches "stay only because they 
go to a church with a Kuropean minister, or obtain spiritual help from 
Christian schools where so many Europeans are working". 


"This is not good enough for the future", the article said. "Educated 
African ninisters will be needed in every field, even in rural areas." 


It is noted that the Roman Catholic Church has generally higher educa- 
tional requirements for its seminary students and that there are a number 
of Catholic seminaries in East Africa, with 135 students at one institution 
alone. 


"If other churches do not wake up", it continued, "it is easy to see 
which church tag any) educated people will belong to in the future. 


"It is no use just 'Africanizing! the Church by putting Africans in 
the most responsible places. They must be capable of the best in those 
positions, and this generally means men who have a high standard of educa- 
tion before beginning their theological training. "! 


Pointing out that the number of Africans getting higher education has 
increased more than 10 times in the last decade, the article asked: "Has 
the Church improved by 10 times the educational standard of its candidates 
for the ministry?" 


"If not", it concluded, "the Church is not keeping up." EPS, Geneva 


is 
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World YWCA Urges Action For Peace 

(Geneva) - The Exccutive Committee of the World YWCA has called upon its 
national associations throughout the world to work untiringly for peace, 
which is "bound up with the struggle for a just world order and the fight 
against social injustice, poverty, prejudice and suffering. 


"As Christians who know the power of peace which is given by God's 
forgiveness and reconciliation, we have a special comnitment", the message 
states. At this time, it adds, the Association has a duty to contribute 
thoughts and actions which will help the United Nations to evolve into "a 
truly effective instrument for establishing the rule of law amongst the 
nations." 


The message, issued at the conclusion of a two weeks'meecting of the 
20-member committee in Geneva, ends on a more personal note: "For some of 
us, faithfulness to our common convictions may bring loneliness and the 
risk of being misunderstood. For others, faithfulness may even mean physi- 
cal or mental suffering. We know that many of us are already deep in the 
struggle for peace. We pray that, as individuals and as a movement, we may 
learn to express in words and acts the hope and courage that come from our 
faith in God's healing power of peace and reconciliation, meant for all men 
ene all nations". ; 


The Executive Committee's plans for future activities included a Con- 
Ssultation on Adult Education and two conferences on "Work with Youth in 
Asia", to be held in Malaya and the Philippines; in 19623 participation in 
the Freedom from Hunger Campaign, which is the subject of study for the 
1962 World YWCA Membership Day; a six weeks! Leadership Training Institute 
for senior leaders of the Association at Crét-Bérard, Switzerland, next 
summer; and acceptance of the invitation from Denmark to hold the next 
World Council in Nyborg Strand in 19643. Travel plans for the next six 
months include visits by members of the staff to all the YWCAs in Asia, 
Australia, and New Zealand. The World Association will be represented at 
the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi by its 
General Secretary, Miss Hlizabeth Palmer. EPS, Geneva 


Vatican Official Comments on Roman Cathvlic-Orth-d x Separation 


(Naples) - The Vatican Secretary of State said here that there no longer 
were any historical reasons why the Eastern Orthodox churches should continue 
to remain separated from Rome. 


Amleto Giovanni Cardinal Cicognani.expressed this opinion in an address 
Opening the Week of Prayer and Study of the Christian Orient at the Cathe- 
Oral of Naples. 


Cardinal Cicognani told the clergymen in attendance from nany parts of 
the country that the reasons which ultimately led to the separation of the 
Christians of the east were of "a historical and anbiguous nature". 


Among these, he said, "was the political misunderstanding whereby the 
Byzantine emperors claimed to be heirs to all the privileges and pomp of 
Rome, and from which followed the desire to nake Byzantium the seat of the 
head of the Church". 


Cardinal Cicognani also pointed to the "canonical misunderstanding 
which arose when Canon Three of the First Council of Constantinople recog- 
nized the primacy of Constantinople as one of honour after that of Rome, 
and the liturgical misunderstanding by which the privileges of the great 
patriarchates were used to assert independence fron Rome". 


a 


No. 37 - 6th October, 1961 7 


The Vatican leader further noted that there were "religious nmisunder- 
Standings by which personal ambitions and the spirit of revenge were trans- 
posed on to theological fields", HPS, Geneva 


Bishop Reeves! Successor Arrives in South Africa 


(Johannesburg) - Dr. Leslie Rawara Stradling, Anglican Bishop-elect of 
Johannesburg, made it clear upon his arrival in South Africa that he was 
not in favour of the government's apartheid policy. 


"I don't want to give the impression that I have come here with sleeves 
rolled up, ready for a fight", he stressed. “At the same time, I would feel 
myself free to criticize when moral principles are involved." 


Dr. Stradling will be enthroned at a multi-racial service in Fohannes- 
burg Cathedral as successor to Dr. Richard Anbrose Reeves, who resigned in 
February after having been forced out of South Africa a year ago because of 
his firm stand against the governnent's racial policy. 


Dis aetrad ling 54, iste graduate of Queen's College, OxTOre . ard. oF 
Westcott House, Cambridge. He served in Tanganyika for 15 Veote ss first ed 
Bishop of Masasi and then as Bishop of South West Tanganyika. 


Noting that he had never before visited south Africa, he said he knew 
nothing of the country except what he had read and heard, and would meet 
each problem as it arose, EPS, Geneva 


Free Churches Study Union Possibilities 


(London) - A report presented to the Free Church Federal Council has conclu~ 
ded that any immediate attempt to form an organic union of the Council's 
member churches would "“alnost certainly be unsuccessful". 


The report recommended that the Council Should not take any initiative 
toward union, but rather should continue to provide an organization within 
which denominations can co-operate and perhaps eventually move toward merger. 
It said the best hope for church union would come through conversations 
between individual denominations. 


The report was presented at a recent meeting of the Council here by 
a committee established last November. The committee consists of the secree 
taries of the four major Free Church bodies in England - Methodist, Baptist, 
Congregational, and Presbyterian - with an additional adviser from each, and 
a& representative of the smaller denominations, together with the Council's 
moderator and general secretary. 


Pointing out that progress toward church union has been much slower in 
England than in other countries, the report said that detailed discussions 
revealed disagreement on several Ceeply-rooted convictions, even though 
there was general agreenent that the churches should be organically united. 


However, it noted that there are two Significant tendencies that may 
indicate better prospects for union in the future; (1) The Free Churches 
in newly developing areas are usually able to establish local parishes so 
that they will avoid competition with other denominations ands (2) with "an 
increasingly mobile population, Free Church people are more ready when cir- 
cumstances so require to associate themselves with churches of denominations 
Other than their own'". 
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The report was offered at the same time that confidential unity talks 
reopened between representatives of the Anglican and Methodist churches. 
The hope was expressed that the talks may produce some results by 1962, 
when the Free Churches celebrate "The Great Ejectment" of 1662, when thou- 
sands of Anglican clergymen rejected the "Act of Uniformity" which would 
have required them to accept a revised edition of the Book of Connon Prayer 
to which they objected. This led to the formation of the Free Churches. 

EPS, Geneva 


Minnesota Baptists Address Southerners on Race Issue 


(Mankato) - The Minnesota Convention of American Baptist Churches has voted 
to address a letter to fellow Baptists in those areas of the South which 
have recently been visited by the "Freedom Riders". 


The letter will inform the Southerners of efforts being made by Minne- 
sota Baptists to eliminate segregation in housing in their own state, and 
will urge the Southerners to join them in working to "replace the tension 
and racial segregation that have too long divided man from man in your state 
and ours". 


The convention called upon Minnesota Baptists to welcome persons of 
various racial and cultural backgrounds into their neighbourhoods. It 
further urged them to "stand firmly against the inauendos, half-truths and 
falsehoods" that are often spread when a family of a different background 
moves into a residential area. 


MWe urge Baptists not to panic but to seek truth and help from respon- 
Sible community organizations, such as human relations councils and fair 
housing practices committees", the convention declared. 


In a resolution indirectly commending the "Freedom Riders", the conven- 
tion praised persons who, “at great personal risk and with patience and 
prayer", have used non-violent methods to break the patterns and injustices 
of segregation and discrimination in public places and in public transport. 

EPS, Geneva 


Bill Limiting Missionary Contacts in India Stirs Controversy 

(Bhopal) - A bill restricting nissionary activities among aboriginal tribes 
was greeted with heated debate when it was reintroduced in the Madhya 
Pradesh State Assembly here recently. 


While conservative Hindus were numbered among the measure!s supporters, 
members of Prime Minister Nehru's Congress Party fought against adoption of 
the bill. 


Similar legislation, which sought to prevent the religious conversion 
of uneducated and ignorant Indians, was introduced into the State Assembly 
earlier this year. It failed to win approval and was severely criticized 
by leading figures in the country. 


In April, the Prime Minister told Madhya Pradesh Hindus that Christians 
Nare as much Indians as anyone else", and should have "full opportunities 
like others". Mr. Nehru deplored what he termed anti-Christian sentiment 
in Madhya Pradesh. EPS, Geneva 
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Dutch and Japanese Churches Call for End to Nuclear Tests 


(Geneva) - Churches in two parts of the world issued Sstatenents last week 
opposing the resumption of nuclear weapons testing. They were the National 
Christian Council of Japan and the Netherlands Reformed Church. 


The Japanese Council described as "extremely regretful" the resumption 
of tests by the Soviet Union and the United States, and asked for immediate 
resumption of negotiations to establish a nuclear test ban. 


"Te are convinced", it said, "that the contanination of the atnosphere 
by radioactive fallout, bringing suffering and strife to mankind, is in 
contradiction to the will of God; it is also contrary to the historical 
and cultural developnent of the hunan race, | 


The Council asked both the Soviet Union and the USA "immediately ‘to 
cease" nuclear tests, and called upon Great Britain, France and other 
countries possessing nuclear weapons not to resume testing. It further 
asked all other countries to "refrain fron holding nuclear weapons", 


The statement of the Netherlands Reforucd Church is in support of the 
statenent issued last month by officers of the World Council of Churches, 
~deploring test resumption and asking for a resumption of negotiations to 
bring about "a reliable agreement to cease. tests". 


The ciurch's synodal board, in a letter distributed to the church's 
councils and ministers, asked government authorities and the nation "to pay 
heed to the appeal that has come from the World Council". 


The board said it "calls upon the churches and their ministers to pray 
to God that these words may find acceptance in their hearts, so that not 
only an end may come to the dangerous experinzntal explosions of nuclear 
weapons, but that also through re-opening of negotiations and the concluding 
of properly controlled pacts, the danger of war may be lessened and peace 
between nations be promoted". (See EPS No. 33) EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Scharf Defended 


(Berlin) - A group of European theologians has voiced confidence in Dr. 
Kurt Scharf, German church leader, who has been barred by the Bast German 
government from returning to his hone in Bast Berlin. (See EPS No. 33) 


The group included Swiss theologian Karl Barth, Dr. Gustav Heinemann, 
member of the EKD Synod and member of the German Parliament; Dr. Helnut 
Gollwitzer and Dr. Martin Fischer, both professors of theology at the 
University of Berlin; and eight other church leaders from Germany, France, 
Sweden and Switzerland. 


Their defense of Dr. Scharf, who is chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), Germany's biggest Protestant organi- 
Zation, came amidst charges by the East German press that he is a "war 
monger" and a "militarist" who is "a tool of western impcralism"; These 
attacks, which have appeared in East Germar Communist party newspapers 
Since President Scharf was barred from returning to Hast Berlin, have 
been generally interpreted as an attempt by the Hast German government to 
justify the action. 


The theologians stressed that "President Scharf proved during the 
Church's struggle under Hitler that he will stop at nothing in the defers> 
of Christian faith and human rights", 
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Since the end of World War II, it said, “his sincerity and his spirit 
of reconciliation have manifested themselves in the increasingly difficult 
situation between East and West". 


The charges made against him in Bast Germany are "false and hateful", 
it declared, and "anyone who disparages this man is damaging not only the 
Church, but the whole German people in East and West Germany". EPS, Geneva 


Old Catholics Ready for "Full Fellowship" With Orthodox 


(Haarlem) - The 18th International Congress of Old Catholics has adopted 
a Statement declaring itself ready to enter into full fellowship with the 
Orthodox Church. 


Delegates incliding bishops and clergy from seven European countries 
and the United States and Canada sent letters expressing this readiness to 
the pan-Orthodox conference in session in Rhodes and to the heads of all 
the autocephalous Orthodox churches. 


Dr. A. Rinkel, Old Catholic Bishop of Utrecht, before adoption of the 
statement was warmly applauded when he told the Congress that there were 
no dogmatic obstacles to reunion between the Orthodox and Old Catholics. 


Delegates came from Old Catholic churches in Germany, the Netherlands, 
Austria, Switzerland, Yugoslavia and Poland and from Polish churches in the 
United States and Canada. Observers were present from the Church of England 
whose delegation was headed by the Bishop of Chichester; the Dutch Council 
of Churches, the Lusitanian Church of Portugal, and the Swedish National 
(Lutheran) Church. The World Council of Churches was represented by Dr. 
Paul Minear, director of the Commission on Faith and Order. Both the 
Patriarchates of Moscow and the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Istanbul, sent 
goodwill messages to the Congress. Old Catholic churches in Europe have 
about 150,000 members. EPS, Geneva 


French Pastors Discuss Inter-Church Unity 


(Glay, France) - Pastors of the two constituent bodies of the National 
Alliance of French Lutheran Churches have asked the Alliance to seek a 
dialogue with other Protestant Churches of this country on theological and 
ecclesiastical questions. 


They requested it also to study "ways by which the unity that has been 
given to the two Lutheran churches of France may be manifested more con- 
eretely" in their structural relations and in their witness to the world. 


The two-pronged plea was made by a pastoral conference which met at 
the Evangelical Academy here on September 11-13. Taking part in the confer- 
ence were ministers from both the 240,000-member Church of the Augsburg 
Confession of Alsace-Lorraine and the 42,000-member Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of France, which has districts centring in Paris and Montbéliard. 


Respecting relations with other Protestants, the pastors urged the 
Alliance to set up a commission that should "continue the contact efforts 
that have already been made in a private way and try to bring out and stress 
the points which the Lutheran churches consider essential in today's world". 


The clergymen passed a resolution embracing their requests after hear-~ 
ing and discussing a series of lectures on Christian unity. 


"4 4 
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Lecturers included Dr. André Appe el, of Paris, general secre ete Be the 
Protestant Federation of France; Dr. Hans Heinrich Harms, of Hanburg, 


Gernany, general secretary of the Confe srence of Huropeéean Churches; -and 
Pastor. P..Guerrier, of Inbsheim (Alsace). 


BantibThants included the Rev..Charles Westphal, president of the French 
Protestant Pederation; and Pastor Jean Gastambide, president of the Associa- 
tion of Pastors of France. Both are pastors of tHe Reformed Church of France. 


BPS, Geneva” 


Religions Liberty Guarante ed in Burma 


(Rangoon) - The Burmese Parliament has voted a constitutional amendnent 
guaranteeing the rightto preach to all religious groups in Burma. The amend- 
ment proposed by Prime Minister U. Nu, who is a Buddhist, was pa assed ‘over 
the. strong opposition of Buddhist clergy. ; 


According to observers the amendment is intended to quiet Wieteeene of 
religious minorities in the country, which have been concerned for their ~ 
rights following the recent enactment of a law making Buddhism the state 
religion. 


Buddhist monks reportedly threatened the Prime Minister with excommuni- 
cation if the amendment was adopted. The Prime Minister had threatened to: 
resign if it was not, passed. . 


The issue aroused wide-spread controversy. While the Parliament 
debated it, traffic.was forbidden around the parliament building and- police 
reinforcements guarded the area. 


Burma has 100,000 Buddhist monks and an estimated 17,000,000 of its 
20,000,000 EEO Sete s are Buddhist. Some 2,000,000 are Moslens, 600,000 
are Peaster tants, and 181,000 are Roman CAtholion. Piet WOE ey. tore ae vee 


In Brief 


The Second Vatican Ecumenical Council will probably open on December 8, 
1962, according to Archbishop Felici, secretary of the Vatican's Central 
Commission for the Councii. Cardinal Bea, president of the Secretariat for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity, has stated that in any case the Council 
will not open‘ before that date. Re sa 

bt | . x xX ¥ 


q The world's population has grown faster than its food output this year 
" according’ to the United Nations! Food and Agriculture Organization. An FAO 
report which covers the year ending June 30, 1961, said, “there was only.a 
small increase in the-total volume of agricultural production, and prelin- 
inary FAO estinates for the world, excluding nainland China, show a rise of 
no more than 1 per cent over the Rueeiane season. This is less are the 

estimated annual population growth of 1.6 per cent". 


x xX * 
Pastor Heinrich Griiber, for many years official representative :of the 


Bvangelical ' ‘Church in Gernany (EKD ) to the East German Governnent, has been 
refused admission ‘to’ enter Hast Berlin. Pastor Grtiber lives in mass Berlin. 
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oR three-judge criminal court in Chalkis, Greece, has ruled unanimously 
that Protestant clergymen in Greece have the legal right to use the title 
of "Reverend". ‘The decision was made in a two-year-old case involving the 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, New York, a Baptist minister who is general secretary 
of the American Mission to the Greeks, who has used "Reverend" before his 
nane in articles appearing in Greek publications as paid advertisements. 
He has been sued on the ground that only priests of the Greek Orthodox 
Church have aright to use the title. The ruling reversed a decision made 
two years ago by a lower court which convicted Mr. Zodhiates of the charge 
and imposed a 45-day prison term. 


Cie a as 


Miss Umeko Kagawa has been named assistant director of United Religious 
‘Work at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York. The daughter of the inter- 
nationally known Japanese Christian leader, Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, she former- 
ly served as secretary of World Youth Projects, a joint programme Of the 
World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education. 


* GPs he ROS 


The West German Government has donated $2,500 to the Greek Orthodox 
Diocese of Kissamos, Crete, toward the establishment of a printing shop for 
the publication of religious literature. Dr. Gebhart Zeelos, West German 
Minister to-Greeee, presented the gift as a token of friendship between the 
peoples of the two countrics. It was accepted by Bishop Erineos of 
Kissamos at a ceremony in Athens. 


* *& * 


Dr. Helen Kim, vice-president of the International Missionary Council 
and a representative of the Korean churches and government at numerous 
international meetings, has resigned after more than 20 years .as president 
of Ewha Women's University, Seoul. The resignation came in the wake of 4 
new regulation by the South Korean government that all teachers and school 
administrators 60 years of age and over must resign. She plans to devote 
most of her time now to evangelism. The university, which has 8,000 stu- 
dents, is believed to be the largest school for women in the world. 


%* * * 


In a pastoral letter, Monsignor Mongo, Bishop of Douala, Cameroun, has 
to all practical purposes, declared that Catholics still practising the 
custom of bride price will be excommunicated. He says in the letter, UE rom 
theology and experience in the ministry, I know that bride price, which has 
become a real trade in this country,is not only an evil in itself, but also 
the source of many social and moral evils. .« . That is why two years ago 3 
forbade all Christians and catechumens to request any price at al soy bie 
oceasion of marriage. Those who refuse to obey this law withdraw themselve 
from the authority of the bishop nnd must be considered as such by priests 
in my jurisdiction." . 

*¥ * * 


Churches in Wales are co-operating in plans for a new Bible in Welsh, 
the first since 1620. The Council of Churches has named a director for 
the project,and participating churches include Anglican, Congregational, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist. The Roman Catholic Church also is 
being asked to co-operate. It is expected that the new translation will 
be on similar lines to the new version of the English ined og Be) EPS, Geneva 
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10th Session of WCC Graduate School Opens 


(Geneva) - Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, told the opening session of the WCC's Graduate School of 
Eeumenical Studies, at nearby Bossey, that the most important question for 
the churches in this generation is whether the ecumenical movement becomes 
truly effective at the parish level. 


The WCC leader addressing the 42 students enrolled for the tenth session 
declared that the school could be influential in making the ecumenical move- 
ment effective locally if it becomes an "energizing centre". Such centres, 
although usually small and remote, he said, at various times have influenced 
whole periods of church history. "It is hoped that Bossey might be such a 
centre in this generation, the kind of place where ideas are born that will 
spread all over the world," he declared. 


But he reminded the students that the power of such a centre must "come 
from on high" and that hard work is required. "Study is important not only 
for your own sake",he said,"but for the sake of the whole ecumenical move- 
ment. 


"With the great growth of the movement we face greater and more diffi- 
cult spiritual and theological problems than we have ever faced before. We 
need trained persons who can grapple with them in depth." 
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The students enrolled for the session, which runs until February 15, 
include members of the Presbyterian and Reformed, Anglican, Lutheran, 
United, Orthodox, Methodist, Baptist and Congregational churches. Fifteen 
come from North and South America, 15 from Hurope, eight from Africa and 
four from Asia. 


Special subject of study for the session is "Man in the Light of the 
Christian Gospel". The course will also survey the doctrine of man accord- 
ing to different church traditions and as viewed by modern art and litera- 
ture, by Karl Marx, by modern science and by animistic religions. 


A second part of the study will deal with man in modern society and in 
various specific relationships, including man in relation to family, to 
industrialized society, to race, and to problems of nationalism in the 
changing societies of Asia and Africa. 


The tenth anniversary of the Graduate School is marked in the October 
issue of Ecumenical Review, the WCC's quarterly publication, with a special 
series of articles. EPS, Geneva 


Vatican Council Receives Plea for English Mass 


(London) - A recommendation has been made that English should be "the normal 
liturgical language" of the Roman Catholic rite in Great Britian, except 
where the local bishop considers Welsh to be more suitable. 


The recommendation was made by the Vernacular Society of Great Britain 
in a formal memorandum for the forthcoming Second Vatican (Ecumenical ) 
Council. Among the society's members are two bishops and several hundred 
priests and Catholic laymen. 


The memorandum, which has been forwarded to the Commission for the 
Sacred Liturgy, suggests that such Latin versicles as Dominus vobiscum be 
retained, but that the remainder of the Mass be in English. The same would 
apply to the administration of the other sacraments. 


‘We would not advance (these recommendations)", the memorandum said, 
"save that they are the natural and logical outcome of the reaction of 
many scholars and pastors of souls to a profound conviction that for many 
centuries the true nature of the Church's liturgy has been obscured, and 
that, in consequence, the efficacy of the liturgy has not been exploited to 
the greatest advantage of all the faithful." EPS, Geneva 


Australian Anglicans Commend Papal Kneyclical 


(Melbourne) - The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne has unanimously 
approved a motion noting "with approval much of the social teaching" of the 
Papal encyclical "Mater et Magistra'" issued in May, and commending it to 
Anglicans for comparative study with the relevant sections of the report of 
the 1958 Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops. 


In moving the motion, which was passed without a dissenting vote at a 
meeting here last week, the Rev. J. P. Stevenson, vicar of North Balwyn, 
Melbourne, emphasized that the motion commends the encyclical as a "social 
document". : 
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"We have left behind us the Age of Faith, the Age of Reason and the Age 
of Elegance and we are living in the Age of Barbed Wire'!,; he declared. "TI 
hope that this Synod, by this and other motions, will roundly declare that 
the comfortable ghettos of the Anglican non-commitment are a thing of the 
past; and that all the subjects of this major social document are the 
proper concern of the Church and her members." 


The diocese of Melbourne is the second largest Anglican diocese in 
Australia, EPS, Geneva 


Only 150 Priests Reportedly Left in Cuba 


(Paris) - Only 150 priests are left in Cuba, leaving many areas of this 
predominantly Roman Catholic island entirely without clergymen, according 
to a report by Agence France Presse. 


The report was confirmed by Vatican Radio, which noted that most of 
the priests who remain are located in Havana. AFP said there were only 26 
priests in Oriente Province, and seven in Camaquey. 


Vatican Radio also disclosed that the number of nuns had been reduced 
from 3,000 to 200, and that religious services have dropped to about a 
quarter of the number that were held prior to the inauguration of the pre- 
sent government. Premier Fidel Castro said that Catholic services can be 
broadcast over television if there is a shortage of priests, AFP reported. 


However, he told a nation-wide radio and television audience that 
priests who “conspire against the fatherland will lose their citizenship" 
and be expelled from the country. He referred specifically to "Fascist" 
clergymen who help "Yankee imperialists" to train "saboteurs, fifth column- 
ists and terriorists". 


"hen We want" he said Nwe are oing to erush them without Dirane a 
9 9 S 
enon. 


The radio-television address was delivered four days after Cuban 
authorities had deported to Spain Auxiliary Bishop Eduardo Boza Masvidal of 
Havana and 135 priests. Bishop Masvidal's expulsion gave rise to fears 
among some Catholic spokesmen that an effort would be made to establish a 
"National Catholic Church". 


Clerical sources in Cuba, who asked not. to be identified, pointed out 
that although the government might draw a number of "dissatisfied Clemo 
to fill the ranks of a) "national church"; it has not yet been able to enroll 
a single bishop - a necessary factor if a new communion jis to bear a 
semblence of "authenticity". EPS, Geneva 


Australian Anglicans Attain Self-Rule Next Year 


(Canberra) - The Church of England in Australia will become a self-govern- 
ing branch of the Anglican Communion on January 1, thus bringing to an end 
more than 50 years of discussion on the question of autonomy. 


The way was paved to establish the self-governing church when the 
Synod of the Diocese of Adelaide voted to accept the constitution of the 
new body. It was the last of the 25 synods to take this step. 
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Karlier, the bishops meet at Gilbulla, where for several years a 
special committee had been working on the constitution, and decided to hold 
the first general synod of the new church next May. 


The Church of England in Australia has, for a long time, been the only 
branch of the Anglican Communion without its own constitution. It will now 
be able to govern itself in the same way as, for example, the Protestant 
Hpiscopal Church in the United States. 


The autonomous church will have its own appellate tribunal, composed 
of three diocesan bishops and four laymen. And while retaining and approv- 
ing the doctrine and principles of the Church of England, it will have, 
according to the constitution, "plenary authority at its own discretion. to 
make statements as to the faith, ritual, ceremonial or discipline of this 
Church, 


In addition to approval by 18 of the 25 diocesan synods, the constitu- 
tion had to be accepted by the parliaments of all states because of the need 
to have church property again recognized under what amounts to new ownership. 
The Tasmanian Legislature approved it only last month. EPS, Geneva 


Work “of WCC Will ‘Be Highlishted at special Assembly Meetings 

(Geneva) - Seven special evening meetings, each highlighting a different 
aspect of the work of the World Council of Churches, are scheduled at the 
Council's Third Assembly, November 18 - December 6, New Delhi, India. 


Three of the meetings will be open to the general public and will be 
held in the huge tent or "Shamiana" which is being erected especially for 
the Assembly in New Delhi. Audiences estimated in the several thousands, 
in addition to the some 1,200 official Assembly participants, are antici- 
pated. 


The three meetings open to the public will deal with international 
affairs, inter-church aid and refugee service, and mission and evangelism. 


The remaining four are on the laity, faith and order, rapid social 
change, and the Bible and evangelism. These will be held in the Vigyan 
Bhavan, site of all Assembly plenary sessions. All the meetings are sched- 
uled ‘to start at 6.430 p.m. 


The series will start on Wednesday, November 22, with a meeting on the 
laity, featuring speeches by three laymen - a mass communications specialist, 
an educator and a lawyer. They are: Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, director of 
West German Radio, largest network in the Federal Republic; Miss Mollie 
Batten, 0.B.E., principal of William Temple College, Rugby, England, and 
Mr. HE. V. Mathew, of Bangalore, a lawyer. 


International affairs will be the subject of the second meeting on 
Thursday, November 23. Two major Assembly speeches are scheduled. The 
speakers will be Sir Francis Ibiam, M.D., governor-general of the Bastern 
Province of Nigeria, Privy Councillor, and former principal of Hope Waddell 
Training Institute, Calabar, Nigeria; and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a 


joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the International Mission- 
ary Council, 


The third evening, Friday, November 24, will be devoted to Faith and. 
Order. Speakers will be the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. A. M. Ramsey; 
Dr. Nikos A. Nissiotis, a Greek Orthodox layman, who is assistant director 
of the World Council's Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva; and the 
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Rev. Philip Potter, London, an associate general secretary with special 
responsibility for West Africa and the West Indies of the British Methodist 
Missionary Society and former executive secretary of the WCC's Youth 
Department. 


The fourth evening, Sunday, November 26, will highlight the churches! 
refugee and inter-church aid programme in a dramatic presentation featuring 
Still and moving pictures. ‘Title of the evening will be, "God is Our Refuge 
and Strength", 


The story will be told in 2 series of interviews of church workers whose 
jobs keep them on the front lines providing aid to refugees and victims of 
natural disasters. The interviews will be conducted by Mr. Max Robertson, 
commentator of the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


Those interviewed will be the Rev. Kentaro Buma, Tokyo, director of 
Japan World Service; Mr. James Atkinson, secretary of the Hong Kong Christ- 
ian Welfare and Relief Council; Dr. Donald M'Timkulu, a sociologist, who is 
executive secretary of the All Africa Church Conference, Kitwe, Northern 
Rhodesia; the Rev. Alan Brash, Christchurch, New Zealand, inter-church aid 
secretary of the Hast Asia Christian Conference; Mr. P. C. Joseph, of the 
Bengal Refugee Service, Caicutta; and Mrs. Shee Sein, of Burma. 


The film sequence, which will be interspersed between the interviews, 
will include Bible passages spoken by British actors Sir Michael Redgrave 
and Dame Flora Robson. 


Two speakers are scheduled on the topic, "Thc Challenge of Rapid Social 
Change" on the fifth evening, Tuesday, November 28. They are Dr. Egbert de 
Vertes, cirector oi, the Institute form Social Studies, The Hague; and Mr. 

M. M. Thomas, a layman who is associate director of the Christian Institute 
for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, India. 


"Why We Must Speak" is the topic of a panel discussion scheduled for 
Friday evening, December 1. Panel leader will be Dr. D. T. Niles, Ceylon, 
general secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference. 


The seventh session will deal with “The Bible and the Churches! Task". 
The speakers will be Dr. F. D. Coggan, Archbishop of York, and Dr. A. E. 
Inbanathan, of Bangalore, of the United Bible Societies of India. 
EPS, Geneva 


Note to Editors: Photographs of some of the speakers mentioned in the 
preceding story are available from the World Council of Churches, 17 route 
de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, or from the New York office, 475 River- 
Side rive, New York 27.0 Y.., USA, 


Disciples Approve Merger Talks with United Church 


(Kansas City) - The InternationalConvention of Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ) has agreed to discuss the possibility of eventual merger with the 
United Church of Christ. 


The Disciples, at their annual assembly here, voted almost unanimously 
to accept an invitation for such talks which was extended by the biennial 
General Synod of the United Church at its meeting in Philadelphia in July. 
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The Disciples instructed their Council on Christian Unity to appoint a 
commission to talk with United Church representatives. At the same time, 
they told the council to consider "conversations with the proponents of any 
other sincere proposal that the council feels should be discussed", 


Dr. George Beazley, the council's executive secretary, said the assem- 
bly's action presents an open door to any group "seriously interested in 
union". He indicated that informal overtures have been made by other church 
bodies. 


A merger of the two denominations would bring together nearly 2,000,000 
members of the United Church and an almost equal number of members of 
Disciples churches, 


Meanwhile, J. Irwin Miller, president of the National Council of 
Churches (USA) told the assembly that Disciples must be willing to give up 
the separateness of their denomination for "the cause of Christ". 


Mr. Miller, himself a Disciple, noted that the early leaders of the 
denomination were willing to lose their denominational lives to obey Christ's 
prayer ''that all may be one" and to form the Christian Churches. 


In another action, the assembly overwhelmingly defeated a resolution 
aimed at censuring the National Council. Only six of the 2,000 delegates 
Supported the resolution which demanded that the NCC stop speaking out on 
political matters and close its office in Washington, DC. 


Dr. Beazley said attempts to silence the NCC are part of the efforts 
of certain groups to "gag the Church of the Living God on all but what they 
designate ‘spiritual! or tmoral! issues". 


He gaid the National Council "does speak for its member churches, but 
as a prophetic voice,not strictly a representative voice". 


In another expression of support for co-operative church bodies, the 
Disciples passed resolutions calling for more substantial support for 
councils of churches on all levels, and urging local churches to partici- 
pate creatively in local councils of churches. BPS, Geneva 


Students Charge South African Theologian with Heresy 


(Pretoria) - Dr. A. S. Geyser, an outspoken critic of South Africa's 
apartheid policy, has been charged with heresy and disregarding an order 
prohibiting criticism of laws or decisions of the Dutch Reformed Church of 
Africa (Nederduits-Hervormde Kerk van Afrik+). 


The charges reportedly were originally made by some of his senior 
students at the Pretoria University, where he has served as professor of 
New Testament theology. 


Dr. Geyser, who was recently ordered to resign from his teaching post 
within a specified period, denied the charges when he appeared before a 
church disciplinary committee last week. However, the committee decided 
that there was a prima facie case against him. 


The synodical commission is expected to meet later this month and con- 
Sider the charges and hear Dr. Geyser's defence. Expressing shock that the 
heresy charge had been made by students, he asked that commission hearing 
be made public. 
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Dr. Geyser figured prominently last year in the controversy over the 
book, "Delayed Action", in which he and 10 other Dutch Reformed churchmen 
condemned racial discrimination. In March, he and others were warned by 
the synod not to oppose existing church law or criticize church policy out- 
Side the church. 


The Hervormde Kerk was the only one of the (then) eight member churches 
of the World Council of Churches participating in a WCC-convened consulta- 
tion on race relations in the Union held in December, 1960, which rejected 
the consultation's statement outright. A separate statement issued at the 
conclusion of the consultation Supported "separate development" as "the 
only just solution of our racial problems", and rejected "integration in 
any form, as a solution of the problem". The following March the church 
withdrew from World Council membership. EPS, Geneva 


scottish Moderator Will Visit Pope, Li Invited 


(Edinburgh) - If an invitation is extended by the Vatican, the Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Church of SCOULaNG sities, eo wey. Mh ste Craig, 
will pay a courtesy call on the Pope when he visits Rome next month. 


Three committees of the General Assembly, which were instructed by it 
last May to consider the advisibility of such a proposal, met here last 
week and unanimously agreed that the visit Should be made. The London 
Times reported that it was understood that the Vatican would extend an 
invitation shortly. 


More than 150 ministers, elders and women members of the church parti- 
cipated in the discussions of the inter-church relations committee, the 
general administration committee and the colonial and continental committee. 
Following the hour and three-quarters Session, this statement was issued: 


"The Committee concerned have given careful consideration to all the 
circumstances and to the expressions of opinion received from some courts 
of the Church of Scotland and members of that church. They have reached 
the following conclusions: 


"One - The Committee are satisifed that the Church of Scotland is 
wholly desirous to promote better relationships between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics in this country and overseas. 


"Two - They recognize that there are wide doctrinal differences between 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Church of Scotlands but many in the 
church would welcome a visit of the Moderator to the Pope as a step to 
friendlier relationships between members of the churches concerned. 


"Three - The committee concluded, therefore, that since Christian char- 
ity could be manifested, goodwill fostered, and no truth safeguarded by the 
Church of Scotland compromised by a courtesy visit by the Moderator of the 
General Assembly to the Vatican, any invitation from the Pope to pay such 
a visit should be warmly accepted." 


Arrangements had been made earlier for Dr. Craig to participate in 
centenary celebrations of St. Andrew!s Church in Rome at the end of March. 
He is also scheduled to visit the Waldensian Church there. 


Esartisr, several influential presbyteries had reacted sharply when it 
was suggested that the Moderator pay a courtesy call to the Pope, similar 
to that made earlier by the then Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey 
Fisher. EPS, Geneva 
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Assembly Youth Delegates Plan Meeting 


(New Delhi) - Some 160 Christian young people from all over the world will 
attend a week-long conference at the Baptist Mission Compound here from 


November 10 - 17, in advance of the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. 


The conference, sponsored by the WCC's Youth Department, will bring 
together 110 youth participants and 20 stuwards who will be attending the 
Third Assembly here from November 18 = December 6, 


Among the youth participants will be 31 from Asia, 23 from Europe, 20 
from North America, 11 from Africa, five from the Middle Kast, and four 
from Latin America. All were nominated by their churches through national 
ecumenical youth councils, 


Also in attendance will be delegates representing the YMCA, the YWCA, 
the World Student Christian Federation, and the World Council of Christian 
Education, as well as a fraternal delegate of the Salvation Army. 


The conference has a three-fold objective: 


One - To give the young people an opportunity to reflect on the con- 
cerns of unity, witness, and service as they apply to youth so that they 
can be articulate on these matters at the Third Assembly. 


Two - To orient the young people on Asian church life and the signifi- 
cance of the Third Assembly. 


Three - To review the work of the WCC's Youth Department, and to make 
recommendations so that the department's programme and policies during the 
post-Assembly period will be relevant to various local situations. 


During the conference, the young people will meet and hear from leaders 
of the World Council and the Asian churches. They will also gain insight 
into Indian culture by visiting the homes and churches of Indian Christ- 
ians, and by attending social progreuiss whichihhve been planned. 


In addition, they will break into small discussion groups .to study 
church life and the general situation throughout Asia, as well as the 
themes of unity, witness and service. At the conclusion of the conference 
a statement is expected to be issued by the young people. 


Speakers will include: Mr. Elia Peter, of India, chairman of the WCC- 
WCCE Youth Committees; Dr. Samuel Mathai, secretary of the University 
Grants Commission of the Government of India; the Rev. Francis House, WCC 
associate general secretary; the Rev.Roderick S. French, executive secre- 
tary of the WCC's Youth Department; Dr. W. A. Visser !t Hooft, WCC general 
secretary; and U Ba Hymin, general secretary of the Baptist Church of Burma. 


Prior to the conference, 30 youth delegates will participate in ecu- 
menical work camp projects in Pakistan and Ceylon from October 20 - November 
7. They will be equally divided between young people from abroad and those 
from the countries where the projects will be carried out. 


Small teams of youth participants will travel throughout India and 
other parts of Asia, following the Third Assembly in an effort to acquaint 
people in the remotest areas with the significance of the ecumenical move- 
ment and, at the same time, to learn more about the country. EPS, Geneva 


Note to Editors: All sessions of the youth conference will be open to the 
press, subject to the rights of the chairman. Releases will be issued as 
required, and a member of the WCC Information Staff will be on hand to 
provide assistance to journalists. 
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Anglican Provinces Debate Communion with Lanka Church 


(London) ~ Should the various provinces of the Anglican Communion enter into 
relations of full communion with the proposed new Church of Lanka (Ceylon)? 


This question of relations with the proposed church has been the main 
subject of debate during recent weeks by four Anglican provinces: 
Canterbury, York, Wales, and the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA), 
with varying results. 


The Lower House (House of Clergy) of the Convocation of Canterbury 
meeting in London last week agreed that the province should enter into 
relations of full communion with the Church of Lanka from the outset - but 
only on the understanding that the initial rite of unification of the 
ministries is regarded as conferring episcopal ordination on those who had 
not already received it. 


The Upper House of Canterbury (House or Bishops) had voted unanimously 
in favour of full communion without any such provision, last May. (See 
EPStNo. 20): 


The Upper House of the Convocation of York, which previously had voted 
in favour of full-communion,last week reversed itself and voted against 
full communion by seven votes to four. The York Lower House also rejected 
full communion by the narrow majority of 47 to 43. 


The Church in Wales last week indicated that it would enter into rela- 
tions of full communion with the proposed church "provided that the nego- 
tiating churches are agreed that, in the service for the unification of 
the sacred ministry, episcopal ordination \s hestowed on those not previous- 
iy ordained”. 


A statement to this effect was approved by a majority of 140 votes to 
42 by the governing body of the church. The statement also asked assur- 
ances about the baptism of visiting ministers and about the ordination of 
women. 


The triennial General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
(USA) earlier approved a measure looking forward to full communion with the 
Hanke Church, if it solves certain “anomalies ‘and contradictions in its 
constitution",such as permitting the ordination of women. (See EPS No. 36) 


Plans for the proposed church have been under discussion for more 
than 20 years. It would unite five churches of Ceylon - the Anglican, 
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and the Church of South India (Diocese 
Ofiaring )5) the last itself a product of the merger of 1947 of Anglicans, 
Presbyterians, Methodists and Congregationalists. The plan has already 
been approved by the Lambeth Conference of Anglican Bishops. 


The Anglican province of New South Wales, Australia, has decided that 
it is ready to enter unconditionally into relations of communion with the 
proposed Church of Lanka; both the Episcopal Church in Scotland and the 
Church of Hast Africa are expected to take decisions at their provincial 
Synod meetings later this year. HPS, Geneva 


Hungarian RC Prelate Dies 


(Vienna) - Archbishop Josef Grosz of Kalocsa, chairman of the Conference 
of Roman Catholic Bishops in Hungary and acting head of the Church in 
Hungary since the imprisonment of Joseph Cardinal Mindszenty in 1948, 
died on October 4. He was 74 years old. 
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For many years a controversial figure, he had been eriticizod by: sche- 
ag too. "subnissive" to the governnent. His defenders, however, saw him as 
a prelate dedicated to using every means to preserve the Church. In 1951 
he was imprisoned for alleged "crimes" against the Hungarian regime. 
Released in 1955, after serving four years of the 15-year term, he attracted 
international attention two years ago when he and two other bishops took 
an oath of allegiance to the nation and its Communist constitution. 


Archbishop Grosz was well known for his personal courage and wide pop- 
ularity with the Hungarian people. He had been quoted as saying that the 
main purpose of the Catholic Church in Hungary must be to preserve its 
Spiritual strength in the present circumstances, since the Church "will 
still exist when communism has vanished from the globe". 


Osservatore Romano, official Vatican newspaper, said of his death: 
"With his passing there disappears a witness of persecution who was at the 
Same time a victim of it. He was at times the target of false accusations 
and infamous condennations; at times praised, decorated and flattered; 
at times compelled to painful silence. His persecutors tried to secure 
from him, either through violence and threats, or through flattery, his 
approval of and compliance with oppression." 


Speaking of the oppression of the Church of Hungary, it continued: 
"Prom this critical situation, which is made so much worse because all 
complaints and protests are suppressed, the Archbishop silently disappears 
to find again in God the peace and freedom which were refused to him during 
the last 15 painful years of his tormented life." 


KIPA, an international Catholic news agency, in Fribourg, Switzerland, 
noted that Vatican confidence in him had been expressed in his appointment 
by Pope John XXIII as a member of the Central Preparatory Connission for the 
second Vatican Ecumenical Council. 


His death leaves the church with only three of its nine bishops! sees 
occupied. Three bishops died last year and no successors were appointed. 
Three more bishops, including Cardinal Mindszenty, are not in a position 
PORbUtead the functions of the office, EPS, Geneva 


585 Theological Students in Bast Germany 


(Bethel) - Despite government pressures against the church there are 585 
Protestant students in Hast Germany studying theology, according to offi- 
cial figures issued last week by the East German government. The figure 

is slightly less than one per cent of the total East German student popula- 
tion of 69,129, and a decrease of {2 over the previous year. 


The students are enrolled in the theological faculties of the state 
universities of Berlin, Greifswald, Jena, Halle, Leipzig and Rostock. No 
figure was given for Roman Catholic theology students who are studying in 
non-state related schools. EPS, Geneva 


Qld Catholic Youth Critical of Lausanne Assembly 

(Haarlem) - An international student conference of Old Catholics has criti-. 
cized the open service of Holy Communion held at the First European Ecumeni- 
cal Youth Assembly, Lausanne, in July, 1960. 
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The Old Catholic youth said that attempts were made at the’ ‘Lausanne 
conference to persuade delegates to receive communion at thé service "con= 
trary to™ their conscience". 


"Open communion services. should not be regarded as the way of finding 
unity", they declared. "They can be held only as a means of giving expres- 
Sion to that unity which already exists." 


The youth advocated that communion services for each church tradition 
be held at ecumenical gatherings to "enable all the participants to worship 
God in accordance with their own tradition" and "thus: to be expression to 
the division of the Church. 


"Services of Holy Communion should be held primarily in order to slorify 
God, and not in order to give religious instruction to members of other 
churches", they declared. 


The 30 youth attending the conference came from 01d Catholic churches 
in the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, England, Sweden, Denmark 
and the SA. The heey uae was sponsored by the Old Catholic Student 
Association of the Netherlands. HPS, Geneva 


Bishop Veto Addresses Hungarian Seminarians 


(Budapest) - Bishop Lajos Vet said that theological students and pastors 
are bound by their calling to witness clearly to the truth, even in regard 
to the "great political issues of mankind in our days". 


Speaking at a service opening the new academic year at the Lutheran 
Theological Academy here, Bishop VetS commented: "We profess that the 
peace 'which passeth all understanding! does not contradict but rather Bea 
motes and accentuates the conception of world peace. 


“Ye have also realized that it is in the Hungarian People!s Republic, ~ 
dedicated to the building up of socialism, that we live our ecclesiastical 
life, and we support our republic in the work of building up socialism 
even if we, with regard to ideology, are fully aware of the difference 
between our stand-posints." EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Martin Niemoller is convalescing in the mountain district of Taunus, 
Germany, following an auto obile accident in Denmark in early August, which 
took the lives of his wife and their housekeeper. The German church leader 
is expected to return shortly to his home in Wiesbaden. 


* ee 0 (Megs 


Some 125 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox churchmen from.the United 
States and Canada will hold a faith and order conference in Portland, Ore., 
October 16.- 19. More than 25 study groups have been meeting for ah last 
eight months in the states of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, and in British 
Columbia, Canada, to gather material for the conference. Conference chair- 
mar Dr. William B. Cate, executive secretary of the Greater Portland 
Council of Churches, announced it will seek to "avoid abstractions and 
deal with specifics. We are going to find how Christian unity applies to 
our problems in the Pacific Northwest", he said. 


* * * 


No. 39 - 13th October, 1961 | ASUS ova 


A delegation of Hungarian Roman Catholic priests is touring North Viet- 
nam at the invitation of the Vietnamese "National Committee for Peace- 
Loving Catholics". The delegation is headed by Mgr. Paul Brezanoczy, ~ 
Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese of Eger and a member of soe 
Hungarian "Peace Committee of Catholic Priests". 


tN cmt tilscar 


A platform committee of Sweden's Liberal Party, the nation's second 
largest political party, has advocated that Swedes be counted as members of 
the National Lutheran Church on the basis of baptism rather than birth. 

The committee said that the present system, in which citizenship and member- 
ship in the official church are regarded as virtually the same thing, is 
incompatible with complete religious freedom. 


* * * 


An autozobile mechanics! school to train some 60 young Arabs will be 
built by the Lutheran World Federation near Jerusalem, Jordan. It is 
expected to be ready to open in the summer of 1962. The Federation at 
present supports a system of trade schools on the outskirts of Jeruselem 
which train. about 50 boys as carpenters, blacksmiths, shoemakers or as 
skilled blind workers. Most of the youths are refugees. 


* * * 


_A two-year study of Christian ministerial training, including an 
investigation of the causes of a decline in theological school enrollments 
in the USA and Canada, is under way in Minneapolis, Minn. - The study is 
being made by the American Association of Theological Schools, under the 
direction of Dr. Keith R. Bridston, former executive secretary of the 
Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches. It will 
include study of both the undergraduate courses in religion in colleges 
and universities, and professional training at seminary level. It is 
being financed. by the Lilly Endowment, Inc., of Indianapolis, Ind., which 
has éstablished an $85,000 grant for the study. 


Ree * 


Dr. Albert Schweitzer, well- known Protestant medical missionary in | 
Lambarene, has said he will appeal to Bast German authorities on behalf of 
Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany. The Meehenae ee previously refused to permit Dr. Scharf to enter 
East Germany. (See EPS No. 35) 


*¥ * * 

The foundation stone for a new Orthodox church, which will be affil- 
iated with the Moscow Patriarchate, has been laid at Montalto-Dora, Pied- 
mont, Italy. The new church will have a ready-made congregation. Some 
1, 000 persons in the area, who have left the Roman Catholic Church over a 
Ae ee with the clergy, will form the membership. Representatives of 
the Waldensian and Methodist churches attended the ceremony. BPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION: The number of Old Catholics in Europe is 200,000. Total world 
membership of the church is 600,000. The figure for meee was incorrectly 
listed as 190, 000 in last fone EPS (October 6). 
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Anglican Bishop Asks End of Death Penalty 


(Canterbury) - Abolition of the death penalty has been urged by the Rt. 
Rev. J. A. T. Robinson, Bishop of Woolwich, in a sernon at Canterbury 
Cathedral. 


Speaking only a few days after the Lower House of Canterbury Convoca~- 
tion voted for an end to capital punishment, an action which he referred 
to as 'a very significant step", Dr. Robinson announced his resolve "not 
to rest until this blot is removed from our national life". He declared; 
"The death sentence says, !There is nothing more we can do with this man; 
for nis own sake or for sceiety'sisake, we must set an end to this life. 

He is strictly unredeemable; we can only put him away.'! 


"The Christian faith says there is no man, no social situation, which 
is unredeemable.- In Christ men - all men - can be raised above the level 
of mere human nature. They are given the capacity to become the sons of 
God. 


"That was the meaning of the Ascension - not that Christ had gone 
away and left the world to its own resources, but that in Christ their 
humanity had been lifted up to heaven. In union with him a new level of 
living, a new hope, was possible to every man, however degraded, however 
unintelligent, however wicked. 
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"I remember", said the Bishop, "how these two contrasting judgments on 
hunanity were focused for me a couple of years ago as I stood at the 
Communion table and began at eight, on Ascension morning, to celebrate the 
lifting up of all our manhood in Christ. 


"But throughout the service I could not get out of my mind the fact 
that at eight that same Thursday morning, another young man was being hung 
till he died from the gallows of one of our gaols. 


"At that moment the obscenity of this contrast between what I was doing 
as a Christian and what I was doing as a British citizen burned itself in 
upon me in a resolve not to rest till this blot was removed from our 
national life." EPS, Geneva 


Canadian Anglican-United Church Conversations Reported Progressing 


(Ottawa, Ont.) - Conversations between the Anglican Church in Canada and 
the United Church of Canada are progressing favourably and "the climate is 
warming up", Bishop Godfrey P. Gower, of New Westminster, has reported to 
the annual meeting of the Executive Council of the Anglican Church of 
Canada. 


Conversations between representatives of the two bodies have "cone 
head-on with basic issues", he told the meeting, adding that the "issue 
will be one of the doctrine of the ministry and of bishops". 


Anglicans recognize only those holy orders bestowed at the hands of 
bishops. The United Church is prepared to accept the office of bishop in 
@ union, but will not accept the doctrine of apostolic succession. 


Bishop Gower also reported that Anglican conversations with the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada are "proceeding slowly and cautiously". 


Harlier Archbishop William L. Wright of Algoma told the meeting that 
Anglicans must settle for nothing less than the unity of all Christendon,, 
including the Roman Catholic Church. 


"We must never get it into our minds that we are engaged in a form of 
pan-Protestantism", he declared. EPS, Geneva 


Asian Church Leaders Plan Major Meeting in Bangalore 


(Bangalore, India) - Some 120 leaders of Asia's churches will meet here on 
November 7 for a six-day conference on international and religious issues. 


They will come from as far afield as Japan, the Philippines, Burma, 
Ceylon, Hong Kong, West Pakistan, Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Australia, and 
New Zealand for a conference sponsored by the East Asia Christian 
Conference. Sessions will be held at Woodlands Hotel. 


The conference will help to set the scene for the Third Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches to be held in New Delhi, November 18 - 
December 6, and will make the voice of Christian Asia heard in the many 
important gatherings to take place in India before the Assembly opens. 


All the 48 member churches of the East Asia Christian Conference have 
been invited to send at least one representative to the Bangalore meeting. 
Many will send more. They will be joined by observers from churches in 
Russia and Africa. 
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Delegates from other organizations in Asia concerned with the promotion 
of church unity will also be present. Thirty specialists have been asked 
to attend the meeting as consultants for the three major issues before the 
conference. 


These issues ares international affairs; the relationship between 
the churches and mission boards; and matters of theology and church 
government or, as these are termed, Faith and Order. 


Much time will be given to the consideration of world affairs. Current 
questions will be discussed by three groups whichwill work under the general 
chairmanship of Lutheran Bishop Rajah B. Manikam, South India. 


These groups will study, and report to the conference, such matters 
ass 


1. Inter-Asian relations, including Asia's relationship with 
Australia and New Zealand 

2. China in Asia and the United Nations Organization 

3. Asian approach to the East-West conflict between the Great 
Powers 

4. Hconomic development and social justice 


Besides discussing such international questions as these, groups will 
consider how best the churches could be helped to understand the Christian 
issues these raise and how to express their concern for then. 


Other topics which will come before the conference include Worship 
and Unity, the Task of the Christian Layman, and World Confessionalism. 


Matters concerning recruitment for the churches! task of witness and 
mission, training, remuneration, internationalizing, and "inter-denomina- 
tionalizing" are also on the agenda. 


The East Asia Christian Conference was inaugurated at Kuala Lumpur , 
Malaya, in May 1959. Its second Assembly is scheduled to be held, at a 
place not yet determined, in 1963. 


In the meantime, it is governed by a Continuation Committee of 25 
members who meet usually every second year. This Continuation Committee 
will be in session during the Bangalore conference, but because so many 
Asian church leaders will be gathering in India for the WCC's Third 
Assembly it was decided to take advantage of their presence in the sub- 
continent to hold an enlarged meeting. 


Actually, the Bangalore conference will be only a little smaller than 
the inaugural Assembly at Kuala Lumpur. 


During the meeting five lectures in memory of John R. Mott, one of the 
founders of the modern ecumenical movement, which seeks to foster Christian 
“unity, willsbe siven by the Hey.) Dr, A. l.\ Carleton of Boston, Mass. , USA, 
executive vice-president of the United Church Board for World Ministries; 
Professor Masao Takenaka, of Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan, chairman 
of the BACC Committee on the Witness of the Laity; and U Kyaw Than, of 
Rangoon, Burma, EACC associate secretary. EPS, Geneva 


NOTE TO EDITORS: Photographs of EACC leaders are available from World 
Council of Churches, Information, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


The five John R. Mott lectures will be open to the press. All other 
sessions will be closed to the press. However, press rel2eases will be 
issued, and a member of the WCC Information Staff will be on hand to pro- 
vide assistance to journalists as required. 
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United Church Women Hold Ninth Assembly 


(Miami Beach, las) - Christians throughout the world were urged here to 
break down the barriers which separate them so that the united voice of 
Christianity can speak out effectively in an attempt to prevent nuclear war. 


Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, president of Union Theological seminary, New 
York, addressing some 2,000 delegates to the ninth National Assembly of 
United Church Women here, declared that "today's world is simply too strong 
for a divided church". 


The churches were ineffective in preventing two world wars in this 
century and give little promise of playing a more decisive role in heading 
eilea third,» Dr.Van Dusen said. Individual congregations and individual 
denominations are ineffective in meeting either community-wide or world- 
wide problems, he added. What is required is a truly united "world church" 
in today's world, "which threatens to break to pieces under our very eyes". 


Referring to the application of the Russian Orthodox Church for member- 
Ship in the World Council of Churches, he said that if other Orthodox 
churches in Eastern Europe would follow suit the WCC would "stand as the 
one strong bridge across the chasm between the people of the East and West". 


In other sessions the organization, which is a general department of 
the National Council of Churches: 


1. Adopted resolutions warning against a growing threat to civil 
liberties in the US caused by groups that use false labels and accusations 
to oppose changes in the status quo. "In many communities attempts tc dis- 
credit individuals, churches, councils of churches, and councils of church 
women, when they speak out on social issues are felt with growing force", 
it said. It urged church women to speak out against these attacks "with 
firmness and dignity" and "to develop within their local churches and 
councils a quality of Christian community in which persons of differing 
opinions can join in a common search for God's will for society and then 
attempt to fulfil His will". 


2. Supported a statement committingitself to the "ecumenical ideal", 
and to "levelling the many walls of partition that separate us who call 
ourselves Christian", 


3. Launched a nation-wide, interdenominational three-year programme 
to combat racial discrimination in churches and communities. Ternmed 
"Assignments Race, 1961-64", the project is believed to be the first 
large scale united effort of US denominations to meet the problem. Lt, will 
include annual workshops in eight areas and action programmes in local 
communities to end discrimination in housing, employment, education, and 
other areas. 


4- Adopted resolutions asking that the position of the United Nations 
secretary-General be maintained as one of strong leadership, and for renewed dis- 
armament efforts, and investment of capital in underdeveloped countries 
by "churchwomen who control funds for investment purposes'"', 


5- Heard Anglican Bishop Chandu Ray of West Pakistan warn that many 
people are turning to Communism rather than to the Church for a real sense 
of community. "Many of God's children, hungry for true community and not 
finding it in the Church, will look for acceptance elsewhere, thereby 
becoming potential prey to the illusions of godless Communism", he said. 
"This is a challenge", he declared, "which faces Christians everywhere and 
which must bind us together in these perilous times." HPS, Geneva 
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Russians GivenPermission to Visit Mt. Athos 
aires Me permission VO Visit Mt. Athos 


(Athens) - Reversing an earlier decision the Greek government has given 
permission for two bishops and one layman, members of the Russian delega- 
tion to the pan-Orthodox conference held at Rhodes last month, to visit 
Mt. Athos. 


The decision permits Archbishop Nicodin, who headed the Russian 
Orthodox group to the conference, and two of his delegation to visit the 
famous monasteries on the peninsula before returning home. 


The Hcumenical Patriarch, to whose ecclesiastical juUrisdileotion the 
monasteries belong, had earlier given his Pern Ssuon ortho wieite. it, wow 
remains only for the Holy Chapter of Mt. Athos, a representative council of 
the monasteries on the site, to give its formal consent. 


The Holy Community of Mt. Athos is composed of 20 sovereign monasteries 
of which 17 are Greek, one Russian, one Bulgarian, and one. Serb. |) There is 
also a Rumanian skété (sub-monastery). EPS, Geneva 


Ui ove warns Of. Assembly "Hazards" 


(New York) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the World Council of 
Churches! Central and Executive Committees, has told a meeting of Lutheran 
pastors here that the WCC's Third Assembly at New Delhi, India, faces 
"steep hazards", since it will be held in a world that is "seething, dis- 
cordant, with nerve ends exposed". 


"The cost of failure would be tragically high - estrangement, splint- 
ering of the Church of Christ, the dashing of a dream", he declared, "We 
dare not fail. The blessing of unity in spirit and in truth can come only 
from God. What a treasure, how mighty ablessing it can bes exhilerating 
to the Church and a beacon to the nations.'! 


Dr. Fry, who also is president. of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, made his comments in a message to the church's nearly 5,000 pastors 
on the eve of his departure for a three-month trip around the world. He is 
scheduled to visit Hawaii, Australia, New Guinea, Malaya, India, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar,and Tanganyika. He will return to New York via Hurope, on 
January 10. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Give 18 New Latchkeys to Refugees in Austria 


(Linz, Austria) - Six Methodist, Reformed, and Orthodox pastors took part 
in a joint ceremony here recently when a new home for aged refugees was 
dedicated at a service in the chapel. 


The liturgy that followed was that of the Methodist prayer-book, but 
all denominational allusions were removed because, as the presiding minister, 
Superintendent Ernest Nausner, explained: "This is an ecumenical occasion.” 


The new home will shelter 18 old or handicapped refugees. It is a 
Methodist project made possible by a grant of $28,100 (£10,000) from the 
British Council of Churches from money collected during World Refugee Year. 


The refugees now moving into their new apartments are mostly from 
Russia, and are members for the most part of either the Orthodox or the 
Reformed Churches. But the Austrian Methodist Church, which owns the 
building, will be responsible for their welfare. EPS, Geneva 
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US Methodist Group Endorses Russian Church Application 


(Des Moines, Ia.) - Membership of the Russian Orthodox Church in the World 

Council of Churches "may be a powerful force" for world peace by sustaining 
fellowship among Christians in the East and the West, the Methodist Commit- 
tee on Ecumenical Consultation has said in a statement issued here. 


In view of the "heavy and unrelenting pressures! against the church in 
the Soviet, it declared, the application is "a sign of (the church's) 
desire - and need - for the aid and strength it may receive from such an 
association". 


The statement commended the Russian church for "unceasingly maintain- 
ing Christian worship" under these pressures. "We rejoice in the possibil- 
ity that membership in such a world-wide fellowship of worshipping 
Christians may aid that church in maintaining its life and witness in Russia." 


It noted that WCC membership is "essentially defined as faith in Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour", and that by this criterion, the Russian church 
"is fully qualified for membership". 


WCC membership does not imply that the international church body 
endorses the political government under which a constituent church may live, 
it added, noting in this connection that while the wee strongly opposes 
south Africa's segregation policies, it has not denied membership to 
churches in that country, nor has it refused membership to Protestant 
churches in predominantly Roman Catholic countries. 


The World Council will act on the Russian church's application at its 
Third Assembly in New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6. EPS, Geneva 


Mennonites Will Not Participate in Peace Corps 


(Akron, Pa.) - The Mennonite Central Committee, one of the leading US 
church-related relief organizations, has taken official action to reject 
any future participation in Peace Corps projects. 


A spokesman said the rejection was based on the stated policy of the 
Peace Corps against proselytizing, with its impliredirestriction. on Christ- 
ian witnessing, the recruiting policy which denies a church agency a 
satisfactory measure of selectivity in choosing personnel, and the policy 
of operation which would make & participating church agency an arm of the 
government. 


Further, he said the goals envisaged by the Peace Corps programme 
could be achieved to a higher degree through the support of missions, relief 
and other activities as carried on directly by the churches. 


He noted that the action was taken after several months of studying 
proposals to work with the Peace Corps and conferences with its leaders. 
EPS, Geneva 


Prisis Set for Bpiscopal Clergymen 


(Jackson, Miss.) - Fourteen Protestant Episcopal clergymen convicted on a 
Charge of "breach of the peace" for their efforts to desegregate "white! 
bus terminal facilities here, will be tried again by a higher court next 
May. 
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The clergymen, including three Negrus, were arraigned before a County 
Court last week, after they had appealed a sentence by a City Court of four 
months in jail and $200 fines. They were freed on $500 bail pending appeal. 
The clergymen pleaded "not guilty" in the hearing. (A fifteenth member of 
the group was ill and could not appear. ) 


The clergymen were part of a Prayer Pilgrimage organized by the Epis- 
copal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity, an unofficial body of the 
church. Leader of the group was the Rev. Robert L. Pierson, Evanston, 
Illinois, a son-in-law of Governor Nelson Rockefeller of New York. 

(See EPS No. 37). EPS, Geneva 


Hind of Nuclear Tests Asked by Scottish Group 


(Edinburgh) - The Church and Nation Committee of the General Assembly of 

the Church of Scotland will ask the church's Commission to "deplore the 
resumption of the testing of atomic weapons" and "urge Her Majesty's 
Government to continue its present policy of not testing atomic weapons, and 
to take every possible step to secure the cessation of testing by other 
countries", 


The report will be presented to the autumn meeting of the Commission 
of the General Assembly, scheduled to meet here shortly. The Commission is 
the interim policy-making group which meets between assemblies. 


The report notes that the Commission will be asked to take action on 
the issue rather than holding it for the next meeting of the Assembly because 
it is of "so urgent a character thet consideration. . . cannot be postponed 
until the Assembly itself". It declares: "The point at issue is really 
this: that the amount of radioactive fall-out resulting from atomic tests 
cannot be estimated in advance, nor the effect of such fall-out on the 
health of the people of all nations, particularly on the health of children, 
nor even the possible effects on the normality of health of generations yet. 
to be born. In view of this, only the very gravest considerations would 
Justify such tests. Both the USSR and USA claim to have - and the claim is 
no doubt justified - a sufficient stock of weapons to devastate the other. 
In the dreadful eventuality of war breaking out, the cataclysnic affects 
produced with the weapons ready at the moment for use would be such that 
the refinements - if they can be so described - made possible by the tests, 
would not be necessary. If, however, war is avoided, it is tragic that the 
health of an unknown number should be affected, or perhaps their lives lost, 
for no good purpose.'!! EPS, Geneva 


Kast Berlin Press Denounces "Question Seven! 
a 


(Berlin) - The widely praised Lutheran-produced film "Question seven", which 
tells the story of the Church's witness in East Germany, has received 
a different reception in Bast Berlin. 


Newspapers there have been almost unanimous in condeming the prize- 
winning film for its "propaganda".content. The Berliner Zeitung described 
it as "a glaring example of the way in which Christianity is used for pol- 
itical propaganda in the imperialist state." It is "an incredible collec- 
tion of calumnies", it said, 


Biss os 
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Morgen described it as "a horror-myth about the church's struggle 
with the DDR". 


The film, which last week took the annual grand prize of the Inter- 
national Catholic Office of Cinema, was produced in Germany by Louis de 
Rochemont Associates for Lutheran Film Associates, both of New York. It 
also won the highly coveted prize at the recent Berlin Film Festival as the 
best film for young people. EPS, Geneva 


Czech Churches Support German Peace Treaty and Disarmament 


(Prague) - The Czech Council of Churches has called for a conclusion of a 
peace treaty "with the two German states" and recognition of the frontiers 
established by the Allies at the end of World War Il. 


In a statement issued following a recent conference in Bratislava, 
the Council also advocated that Berlin be declared a Free City under the 
protection of the United Nations, and that Germany itself be neutralized. 


'We know that there are many smouldering problems involving the danger 
of warfare", the statement said. "But for us, as members of the peoples of 


Czechoslovakia, the present situation in Germany presents the greatest 
menace. 


"We beg our brothers and friends abroad not to forget that we are 
speaking from a country which is covered with millions of graves - the 
graves of those who fell in the Second World War. 


"Our anxiety does not spring from local and national motives, but fron 


the fear of another catastrophe which might threaten Hurope, in fact the 
whole world. For any war which broke out in Central Europe would inevit- 
ably develop into a world-wide catastrophe." 


Expressing its regret over the delay in disarmament negotiations, the 
Council noted that mankind is longing for peace and is waiting impatiently 
for the responsible governments to come to an agreement on the principles 
of complete universal disarmament under strict international control. 


The Council called upon statesmen who consider the Soviet. disarmament 
proposals to be "biased", "to present their own counter-proposals in all 
Sincerity". 

The main point, the Council said, is that "the statesmen should get 


down to concrete negotiations, since negotiations are the basis for solv- 
ing every form of dispute". EPS, Geneva 


Christians Urged to Oppose Atomic War Preparations 


(Diisseldorf ) - All who “seriously want to be Christians" have been called 
upon by the Conference of Church Brotherhoods here "to refuse under all 
circumstances to co-operate in preparations for atomic warfare". 


The well-known "Bruderschaften" conference said it was reiterating its 
earlier plea because of the resumption of nuclear tests by the Soviet Union 


and the United States. 


"Whatever reasons the military and the politicians may have for rearm- 
ament, it will not ensure peace", the conference declared. "It will prove 
an even greater menace to it." . 


a 
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The appeal urged young people in the Evangelical Church in Germany to 
examine their consciences and ask themselves whether "it is still possible 
and permissible today to take part in military service", in view of the 
competition over nuclear weapons, 


The conference, which is composed of both clergy, and laity, has no 
official church affiliation. Its aim is to promote the activity of 
Christians in political and civic life, EPS, Geneva 


Catholic Observer Comments on Russian WCC Membership Bid 


(Paris) - A Roman Catholic observer to the World Council of Churches! Third 
Assembly has indicated that he has no anxieties over the possibility that 
the Moscow Patriarchate may be admitted to Woc membership. 


Abbé Jan Groot of the Netherlands, is one of five Roman Catholic 
observers who will attend the Assembly in New Delhi, India, November 18 - 
December 6, during which delegates will act upon the application of the 
Russian Church for membership. 


"It is true that in Russia the church has always been closely connected 
with politics", he said. "We do not know to what extent the application 
from the Russian Orthodox Church was inspired by political motives. 


"On the other hand", he added, "we realize that there may be a real 
religious conviction behind this application. For the leaders of the 


“Russian church are certainly not primarily politicians." 


Noting that he feels "more hopeful than afraid" about the influence 
which Russian Orthodoxy may have on the WCC, Abbé Groot commented: "Of 
course, it is possible that the Russian church may openly manifest its 
hostility to the Vatican. But the Holy See does not wish the entry of the 
Russian church to diminish, or even break up, the cohesion within the WCC. 
if, contrary to all expectation, it were to fail, Christians would be more 
divided than ever." 


Abbé Groot made his remarks in an interview granted to the Catholic 
News Agency in the Netherlands. Informations Catholiques Internation- 
ales, in publishing the interview, noted that his comments carry consider- 
able weight because he is also the successor to Mgr. Willebrands, secretary 
to the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, as an episcopal delegate 
for ecumenical questions. EPS, Geneva 


Cuban Students Report .n Life in Cuban Universities 


(Santiago) - An increasing emphasis on technology, and a curriculum which 
is "coloured by Marxist ideology" are the dominant new characteristics of 
university life in Cuba. 


These facts were reported here by some 40 Protestant students, meeting 
here for a 13-day leadership training course organized by the Cuban Student 
Christian Movement, in co-operation with the World Student Christian 
Federation. 


special concern of the course was on the position of universities in 
the revolutionary situation in which the country exists, and the Christian 
vocation of Cuban students. 
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The course was held without any incidents of interference from govern- 
nent authorities. 


‘The participants “reported in round-table discussion groups that stu-. 
dents are being given a voice in the administration of three universities - 
Havana, Santa Clara, and Orienta - and that new provisions have been made 
for scholarships, and for student housing and restaurant facilities. 


They -said that many. Roman Catholic students have left the universities, 
although officially all forms of .discrimination are forbidden. | 


A series of three lectures dealt with "Christ and the Were eae: ee 
Christian. Image of Man", and "Christianity and Marxism". 


Study: was based on “the study booklet,"Jesus Christ - the tent of ‘the 
World", prepared for the Third Assembly of the World: Council of Churches. 


The students came from the Baptist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Brethren 
churches and Quakers. several Roman Catholic students also attended 
sessions. Present from the World Student Christian Federation were ‘the 
Rev. Valdo Galland, general. secretary, and Professor Mauricio Lopez, 
Secretary es, Latin America. EPS, Geneva 


owiss Roman Catholic Prelates Ask Prayer for WCC Assembly 


(Fribourg) - Roman Catholic bishops in Switzerland have called upon. the 
-faithful: to. pray that participants in the Third Assembly of the World . 
Council of Churches,."and:ail whom they represent, will be ee by the 
teeny and strength of the Holy Be : 


"Tf we pray like this for one another, it is oe aac that the Lord 
will not help us to understand one another better, and- that we cannot .serve 
Him better and find Him better in the truth of charity", they said. 


The request for the prayer came from the bishops of Basel and Lugano; 
Chur;:.St. Maurice; Lausanne, Geneva and Fribourg; Sion; Saint Gall; 
Thermae, and from the Abbé of Hinsiedeln. ne EPS, Geneva 


PAAi es eheesy Ve. ERR TER 


Anglican ‘and Orthodox clergy recently pa Nidetee bes in a Unity: Biter 

ABE to Durham Cathedral, England, arranged by the Anglican and Eastern ©. 

. Churches Association. Prayers were offered for’ the unity of the two churches 
and for the Ecumenical Patriarch, leader Os yee Orthodoxy, and. for ‘the 

prelates of both confessions, 


Mon io ahee Ie 


Augustin Cardinal’ Bea, ‘president of the: Vatican Secretariat for Pro- 
moting Christian Unity; has said that he believes’ that the forthcoming 
Second ‘Vatican. (Ecunénical) Council will help "to eliminate: many misunder- 
standings , which have accumulated during the last four centuries" between 
Catholics and Protestants. Curdinal Bea, whose remarks were published in 
Civilta Cattolica; made special reference to the infallibility of the Pope, 
apostolic succession, the ministry of the laity, and doctrines concerning 
.the sacraments. EPS, Geneva 
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Anong the thousands of groups around the world using the study guide, 
'ttesus Christ --.the Light of the World", prepared for the World Council of 
‘Churches:'. Third Assembly, is one of 15 residents at the National Spastics 
Residential Centre, Croydon, England. A letter received at WCC head- 
quarters from the group says it consists of Anglicans, Baptists, and 

Methodists, and that they have been using the booklet for several: months. 
' "We have a keen interest in the coming unity of the churches. . ,.", the 
letter says. "We feel strongly that unity must come and believe that the 
coming generation will strive to achieve this as well as progress in the 
world as a whole towards a peaceful future." It addss "We believe that 
people in adversity are often more ready to acknowledge the Light of Christ 
because sinful pride does not prevent them from being humble, which is so 
necessary for reconciliation between God and men through Christ. . ." 


* * * 


The London Missionary Society has announced that next year qtowt | 
turn over all its activities in the Australian territory of Papua, New 
Guinea, to its 60,000 Papuan adherents. It said the new Papuan church will 
eventually take over all the Society's churches, schools, hospitals, teach- 
er training centres, and nursing and infant clinics in the area. 


*¥ *% OX. 


Bishop Endre Hamvas of Csanad has been unanimously elected acting 
chairman of the Roman Catholic Bench of Bishops in Hungary to replace Arch- 
bishop Josef Grosz, of Kalocsa, who died on October 3, (See EPS No. 38). 
His appointment was announced last week by the official government news . 
agency in Budapest. Since October 1959, Bishop Hamvas has been serving as 
a liaison between the government and the Bench of Bishops on all church-. 
state matters, along with Archbishop Grosz... The announcement also said 
that Mgr. Imre Varkonyi, chairman of Hungarian Catholic Action, had been 
named Vicar General of the Kalocsa See, pending appointment of a new 
Ordinary. The Hungarian government claims the right to appoint vicars 
general, but the Vatican alone can nominate bishops to vacant dioceses. 


* * * 


A special edition of "The Upper Room", an interdenominational devotion- 
al guide, has been published for the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6... The meditations are 
printed in English, French, German, and Hindi, and have been written by WCC 
and other ecumenical leaders. 'The Upper Room'is published by the Methodist | 
General Board of Evangelism, Nashville, Tenn,, USA. 


*¥ + 


Bishop Shnork Kalustian, former. head of the California, USA, diocese 
of the Armenian Apostolic (Orthodox) Church, has been elected Armenian 
“Patriarch. of Istanbul, with spiritual jurisdiction over some 120,000 — 
Turkish Armenians. He succeeds Patriarch Karekin Hachadurian, who died 
last June. The Armenian Church in Turkey is. autonomous but maintains links 
with Catholicos Vazken I of Etchmiadzin, Soviet Armenia. .- 


tse Mie ibe ih Sd eae pees , 


Protestant congregations in West Germany have been urged to loan their 
churches and church facilities to Greeks working in Germany for services i 
and meetings. Pastor Becker, director of the Evangelical Academy at . 
Iserlohn, told a recent meeting on "Greeks in Germany" held at the Academy, 
that it was a duty of West German Christians to assist Greek Orthodox 
priests who are working in Germany under "the most difficult conditions". 

EPS, Geneva | 
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Presbyterians, Lutherans Plan Theological Discussions 


(New York) - In an effort to explore their doctrinal agreements anc differ- 
ences, representatives of all major Presbyterian, Reformed, and Lutheran 
churches in North America will begin theological conversations early next 
year. 


Emphasizing that the discussions are "nurely theological" and that 
"merger is not being discussed", plans for the informal talks were 
announced jointly by Dr. James I. McCord, president of Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary, and Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive director of the National 
Lutheran Council. 


Their announcement said the talks have been arranged to explore the 
theological relationship between the Lutheran and Reformed churches and "to 
discover to what extent differences which have divided these communions 
in the past still constitute obstacles to mutual understanding". 


Among the most controversial issues in the past, it was pointed out, 
were those centring on the Lord's Supper and Christology, election and 
predestination, and policy and discipline. 


"Our discussions have no immediate purpose in view other than an 
examination of the subjects chosen", the announcement said. "There is no 
proposal that these conversations are to be directed toward a goal of 
pulpit and altar fellowship, or union, or similar objectives." 
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Dr. McCord, as secretary of the North American Area of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance, issued the invitation to the Lutherans after he and 
his colleagues had followed "with great interest the Lutheran-Reformed 
theological conversations in Germany and France". 


The invitation was tentatively accepted by the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil last March, and concurrence in the preliminary plans for the discussions 
was then obtained from the executive committees of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance and the Lutheran World Federation. 


It is expected that the discussions will be conducted by 16 theolog- 
ians, including six representatives of the US members of the Alliance, 
six from US members of the LWF, two from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
and two from any Reformed or Presbyterian bodies that are not members of 
the Alliance, but wish to participate. 


The first meeting is tentatively scheduled for January, 1962. Accord- 
ing to the planning committee's proposed agenda, this initial session will 
be devoted to an historical review of the relations between Lutheran and 
Reformed churches with special attention to the controversial issues 
which have divided them, and an evaluation of these issues in light of 
contemporary thought in both communions. EPS, Geneva 


Soviet President Confers with Serbian Orthodox Patriarch 


(Moscow) - Soviet President Leonid I. Brezhnev gave an audience here to 
Patriarch German, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, who was on a visit 
to the USSR, together with a group of leaders of his own church and the 
autonomous Orthodox Church of Macedonia in Yugoslavia. 


A representative of the State Council on Orthodox Church Affairs, who 
was present at the audience, later reported that the churchmen spent 30 
minutes chatting with Mr. Brezhnev. He described the audience as taking 
place "in a friendly atmosphere". 


Patriarch German said he was "very pleased" at the reception given 
him by "such a high Soviet official". He did not disclose what subjects 
were discussed. 


Observers here commented that only rarely have top Soviet authorities 
received churchmen. They said the last such audience was given in 1958, 
when Premier Nikita S. Khrushchev received Patriarch Alexei, head of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 


Dutch Churches Plan Joint TV Programme 


(The Hague) - Protestants,0ld Catholics, and Roman Catholics in the 
Netherlands are co-operating in a new Bible broadcast for childre2n. The 
sponsorship by all three churches is unique in Dutch television. 


The series, which will be presented in two parts every fortnight, 
will start with a cycle on the Old Testament and the life of David. A 
second cycle starting after Christmas will deal with Old Testament pro- 
phecies concerning Easter. The programmes will be presented over Station 
IKOR, a broadcasting organization of the churches. EPS, Geneva 
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Four Methodist Missionaries Await Trial in Lisbon 


(Lisbon) - The Portuguese Foreign Office has disclosed that four US 
Methodist missionaries arrested in Angola have been brought to Lisbon to 
stand trial on charges of "conniving with groups of terrorists". 


The statement said Portuguese authorities have "definite proof" of 
the terrorist connections of the Rev. Wendell Lee Golden, Rockford, I1l.3 
the ae Kdwin LeMaster, Lexington, Ky.; Marion Way, Jr., Charleston, 
Spas and Fred Brancel, Endeavor, Wis. ; 


The statement contended that, while full details of the missionaries! 
activities "cannot yet be disclosed as it would hamper investigations", 
they had instigated "actions hostile to the state", and had given "assist- 
ance to the terrorist movement". 


The arrests, which took place on September 5, brought an immediate 
protest from the Methodist Board of Missions in a telegram to US Secretary 
of State, Dean Rusk. 


Contending that it believed that "these missionaries have been 
illegally detained and unjustly charged", the board said that "it is in- 
evitable that the preaching of the Gospel has certain implications, among 
which are the basic concepts of the brotherhood of man, the equality of 
all men before God, the individual worth of human personality, and the 
dignity of the individual". 


In Washington.a State Departrent spokesman said American consular 
officials had visited the prisoners and reported they were being well 
treated. US authorities were informed by Portuguese officials that reque- 
sts by relatives to visit the missionaries "will be promptly considered", 


In July, Portuguese police in Angola arrested another American 
Methodist missionary, the Rev. Raymond E. Scott, of Palco, Kansas, and 
deported him to Switzerland after Be a) him Sree Sane eee for 28 days. 

BPS, Geneva 


Scottish Leader Deplores Russian Nuclear Tests 


(Edinburgh) - The Commission of the Assembly of the Church of Scotland was 
told here that Russia's resumption of nuclear tests represents "an appall- 
ing example of man's ruthlessness, cynicism and duplicity". 


The charge was made by Professor James Pitt-Watson, of Glasgow, a 
former moderator of the General Assembly, who noted that the Russians 
resumed the tests "just when there was a glimmer of hope in the world's 
darkness". 


Accusing Russia of engaging "in a policy of nuclear blackmail", Pro- 
fessor Pitt-Watson declareds "It is now obvious that preparations for 
these tests had been made while the Russian ambassadors were engaged in 
negotiations for a peaceful settlement". 


"Behind all the talk of statesmen, strategists, politicans, and pub- 
licists, we know what they know, that we are living in a political mad- 
house", he added. "The only logic now being used is the logic of lunacy. 
The danger is that, under pressure, we would surrender to that logic in 
the present infantile game of nuclear tit-for-tat." 
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The commission unanimously adopted a resolution urging the British 
Government to continue its present policy of not testing atomic weapons, 
and to take every possible step to secure the cessation of testing by 
other countries. (See EPS No. 39) EPS, Geneva 


Indian, Official Defends Missionary Work Among Aborigines 


(New Delhi) - The right of Christian missionaries to supply medical and 
relief aid to aboriginal tribes was defended in the Indian Parliament by 
Lal Bahadur Shastri, the country's Minister for Home Affairs. 


Replying to a member of parliament who had charged that the government 
was abandoning its duty to aid backward tribes by permitting missionaries 
to handle their social welfare, Mr. Shastri said: 


"If they (the missionaries) open a dispensary or hospital we cannot 
and should not prevent it. If such projects are fronts for forcible 
conversions, they must be prevented." 


However, D. N. Datar, India's Minister of State, noted that no new 
instances of questionable missionary endeavour had come to the government's 
attention. 


Mr. Datar, who was instrumental last year in defeating a bill aimed 
at curbing conversions to Christianity, reminded the parliament that 
India's constitution guarantees freedom to profess, practis2 and propagate 
any religion. HPS, Geneva 


Kvangelicals Warned Against "Super Church" in US 


(Wheaton, Ill.) - Establishment of a "super-church" in the United States 
could restrict the rights of churches outside such a union, ministers: of 
the Evangelical Free Church of America were told here. 


The warning came from Dr. Arnold T. Olson, of Minneapolis, president 
of the denomination, which is associated with the National Association of 
Evangelicals and International Federation of Free Evangelical Churches. 


"A super-church could obtain ‘territorial rights! to locations of new 
churches in the communities and only dole them out to those in the union", 
he said. "Space in the press, time on radio and TV would also be under 
the control. ot this, union. church." 


Calling for an ecumenism which would not i:.volve the surrender of 
personal liberties, congregational independence or denominational dis- 
tinctiveness, Dr. Olson said: 


"In striving for an ecumenical church, many confuse union with unity. 
Unity of the spirit is needed, not a union of the churches. Though. 
doctrine has been and can be divisive, real unity will be found in a creed 
based on the Scriptures and fostered by the Holy Spirit." EPS, Geneva 
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Progress Seen for United Church in Australia 
anceress ween tor United Church in Australia 


(Sydney) - Plans for a United Church in Australia will probably be at the 
discussion stage by 1963, according to the Rev. N. L. Lickiss, newly-elected 
president of the Methodist Conference. of New South Wales. 


In his presidential address, Mr. Lickiss said the theological basis 


of union among Presbyteriar Methodist, and Congregational churches is 
generally accepted, and that co-operation between these churches is 
already a fact in many areas. | BPS, Geneva 


Methodist Bishop Sees "Snobbery" as Unity Obstacle 


(Philadelphia, Pa.) - Bishop Fred Pierce Corson, president of the World 
Methodist Council, said here that ecclesiastical snobbery is one of the 
major obstacles to Christian unity. 


"It is snobbery whenever one group acts as if it had the Oniy rient 
way to God", Bishop Corson declared at the presentation of the third annual 
St. George's Award for outstanding service to the church. The award is 
Sponsored by Old St. George!s Church here, the world's oldest Methodist 
church in continuous existence. 


Bishop Corson said the Christian Church is threatened not alone by 
Communism, but by its "lack of alertness to what is happening in free 
Society and to the increasingly pagan attitudes of free peoples". 


"People do not think of themselves as free agents made in the image 
of God", he declared, "but as cogs in a vast economic and social machine, 
devoid of any sense of personal responsibility." 


Recipients of the award were Dr. John 0. Gross, of Nashville, Tenn. , 
general secretary of the Division of Hducational Institutions of the 
Methodist Board of Education, and Edwin L. Jones, head of a Charlotte, 
N.C., construction company, treasurer of the World Methodist Council, and 
Chairman of the Lake Junaluska Assembly in North Carolina. HPS, Geneva 


Indian Priests Named RC Observers at Assemb1: 
et tt Servers at Assembly 


(Bombay ) - Two Indian priests who will attend the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches as official Vatican observers have been named 
here. They are Father Joseph Hdamaran, S.J., of Calicut, head of the 
Jesuit vice-province of Kerala, and Father Ivan hxtross, Chancellor of 
the Diocese of Allahabad in northern India. 


Both were nominated by the Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, headed by Augustin Cardinal Bea, on the recommendation of Valerian 
Cardinal Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay. The secretariat is one of the 
Special bodies set up by Pope John XXIII in connection with the Second 
Vatican Council. 


Three other Vatican observers, all named by the secretariat last 
September, will also attend the Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
which embraces 175 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox bodies in over 50 
countries. 
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They are Father Edward Duff, S.J., director of the Institute of social 
Or dersys Sts Doula, Mo., and author of "The Social Thought of the World 
Council of Churches", a book widely discussed by Protestant leaders; 
father MMe. ds hue Guillou, member of the well-known Istina ecumenical centre 
in Paris; and Father Jan 0. Groot, appointee of the Netherlands Hier- 
archy for ecumenical work. EPS, Geneva 


African Churches Unite to Train Clergy 


(Alice, Cape Province) - Several of the churches in the Christian Council 
of South Africa have agreed to combine tice r resources and set up @ joint 
theological seminary in Alice, Cape Province, to train African and 
Coloured ministers, 


They have done so because laws passed by the South African government 
have caused some of the existing theological colleges to be closed and will 
Close others in the near future. 


The land at Alice on which the Seminary will be built has been made 
available by the Chureh of Scotland. It is near the University of Fort 
Hare, and although the new seminary will not need to be dependent on the 
university, it will be able to use the facilities of the university's 
Faculty of Theology. 


It is expected that, to begin with, there will be four colleges, to 
meet the needs of the Anglican, Congregational, Methodist, and Presbyterian 
Churches. In addition to the denominational training which they will 
receive in the colleges, the students will attend the central seminary for 
lectures. 


It 1s’ hoped that building will begin early next year, and that the 
first of the two hundred theological students whcm it will be possible to 
train there will come into residence at the beginning of 1963. The co-oper- 
ating bodies will provide a staff of eleven lecturers to begin with. 

| EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Denies Reversal of Vote on Lanka Church 


(London) -~ An Anglican bishop said here that the vote by the House of 
Bishops of the Convocation of York (Church of England), at its meetings 
earlier this month concerning relations with the proposed Church of Lanka 
(Ceylon), did not reverse an earlier decision. 


Erroneous press reports which "may lead to serious misunderstanding" 
are responsible for the misconception, said the Rt. Rev. Gerald Blliston, 
Bishop of Chester, in a letter printed in the Church fines,’ unofficial 
Anglican weekly. 


In May the House of Bishops had voted, with only one negative vote, 
in favour of a motion that full communion Should be established with the 
proposed new church from its inauguration. 


It was widely reported at the October meeting that the bishops had 
reversed this decision and decided against full communion by a vote of seven 
to four. (See EPS No. 38) 
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such was not the case, writes the Bishop. The October vote, he says, 
was merely on the procedural issue as to whether the debate should be re- 
opened, or alternatively, whether the Convocation should simply transmit 
an account of what happened in May to tne Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, 
and Ceylon (CIPBC). 


"By its vote the Convocation accepted the advice of the Majority 
Report that it would be unwise at this juncture to re-open and re-debate 
an issue which had already received careful consideration in May. In so 
deciding it did not indicate any reversal of its previous decision on the 
issue of full communion." Bishop Elliston had presented the Majority 
Report to the October meeting. 


In the Convocation of Canterbury the House of Bishops voted unanimous-~ 
ly last May for full communion. The House of Clergy of Canterbury, meet- 
ing in October, agreed that the province should enter into full relations 
with the new church from the outset - on condition that the initial rite 
.of unification of the ministeries be regarded as conferring episcopal 
ordination on those who had not already received it. 


Anglican circles here tend generally to deny that the votes of the two 
Convocations should be interpreted as a rejection of the Lanka Scheme. 
Rather, they should be regarded as "qualified acceptance", they feel. 

They place emphasis on the remarks of the Archbishop of Canterbury who, in 
opening the debate, declared: 


"My fear is that, at this stage, the rejection of the Lanka Scheme 
might throw back the undoubted tendency exisiting in so many non-epis- 
copalian quarters to look towards unity on the basis of integration with 
the historic episcopate. There may be better ways found of doing it; 
but the danger is that a rejection may bring discouragement to the con- 
sidering of any way at. all." 


Many Anglican leaders explain the fact that the Convocations did not 
give an unqualified answer to the question from the CIPBC, as to whether 
the provinces of the Church of England would enter into full communion 
with the Church of Lanka on itsinauguration,by saying that there was a 
strong feeling that the CIPBC was asking tne Convocations to take a res- 
ponsibility which was inappropriate at this stage. 


The Church of Lanka would bring together Anglicans (from two dioceses 
of the Church of CIPBC), Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians. 
. EPS, Geneva 


Russian Orthodox Church Names Observers to Third Assembly 


(Moscow) - The Russian Orthodox Church has announced the names of fourteen 
members of its delegation to the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. Two other persons will be named later. The Georgian Orthodox 
Church has also named an observer and guest. 


The group from the Russian Orthodox Church will attend sessions the 
opening day of the Assembly, November 19, as observers. On Monday morning, 
October 20, the Assembly is expected to take action on the application of 
the church for WCC membership. If that action is affirmative, the obser- 
vers will be seated as full voting delegates for the remainder of the 
Assembly. 
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Head of the group will be Archbishop Nikodim of Jaroslavl and Rostov, 
héad of the Office of Foreign Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate. The 
group includes two persons who have attended WCC Central Committee meet- 
ings in 1959 and 1960 as observers - Archpriest Vitaly borovoy, of the 
Leningrad Theological Academy, and Mr. Victor Alexeev, a layman who is 
Research Officer of the Office of Foreign Relations. 


The remainder of the Russian Orthodox group ares Archbishop John of 
Middle Europe, Berlin; Archbishop Sergius of Perm and Solykamsk; Bishop 
Nicolas of Mukachevo and Uzhgorod; Archimandrite Pitirim, Vice-rector of 
Moscow Theological Academy; Archimandrite Leonty, Dean of Assumption 
Monastery inOdessa; Hieromonk Juvenaly, Foreign Church Relations Depart- 
ment; E.c:iest Vladimir Kotliarov, Professor, Leningrad Theological Academy; 
Alexandre Chishkin, Editor Moscow Patriarchate Magazine; Alexis Buevskiy, 
Secretary Foreign Church Relations Department; Ivan Varlamov, Foreign 
Church Relations Department; Boris Kudinkin, Foreign Church Relations 
Department. ah: . 


The observer from the Georgian church, which is one of the most ancient 
autonomous Orthodox churches in the world, is Efraim Sidamonidze Efraim 
Shoiewitch, Catholicos Patriarch of All Georgia. He will be accompanied 
by Archdeacon Shiolashvili Ilia Georgievitch, who will attend the 
Assembly as an official guest. EPS, Geneva 


Djakarta Christians Or anize New Co-operative Bod: 


(Djakarta) - Churches and various Civic, educational,and labour agencies 
in Djakarta, Indonesia, have set up a Co-operative Council of Christian 
Activities - the first of its Kine awe the history “of the city. 


An announcement said the new body was developed "ag part of the real- 
ization of the rapid growth of the ecumenical movement" in Indonesia, and 
is intended to be a "Christian Witness in all fields of life in the nation's 
Capital city". Observers have termed it "a revolutionary step" in co-opera- 
tive work in the country. 


Co-operating are some sixty churches, representing nearly all the 
denominations in the city, and ten Christian Civic, educational and labour 
organizations. The new body is directed by a 12-member executive committee, 
wiiehwincludas Dr. os .-u, Tulung, vice-president of the Indonesia Christian 
Council of Churches; the Rev. P. H. Rompas, M.Th., a member of Parliament; 
the Rev. Soesilo Djojosoedarmo, Chief of Navy Chaplains; Dr. W. B. Sidjabat, 
professor of the Divinity School; and General 7. B. Simatupang, former 
Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces of Indonesia. EPS, Geneva 


Polish Lutherans Sa "Atmosphere Not Right"! for Conversations with Catholics 


(Warsaw) - Polish evangelical leaders here have issued a statement saying 
they are "unable to take seriously the present efforts for unity of Roman 
Catholics" in Poland, "ag long as the Roman Catholic Church has not made 
good the damage which it inflicted on our church after the war." 
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Officers of the church council of the Evangelical Church of the Augs- 
burgian Confession (Lutheran) said that until such restitution is made 
"the atmosphere is not right for establishing ecumenical contacts and con- 
versations". Until that time, they added, they cannot have confidence in 
the "ecumenical plans" of the Roman Catholic Church. 


The latter comment was an allusion to a meeting of Roman Catholic and 
Evangelical leaders in September (See EPS No. 34). Following the meeting 
Dr. Zigmunt Michelis, a leading theologian was reported by Tygodnik 
Powszechny, a Catholic newspaper, to have said, among other things, that 
while the "mariology cult" in the Catholic church is one of the factors 
dividing Protestants and Catholics, "Protestants often unjustifiably ignore 
Mary's role and this should be remedied". 


These comments and others had filled Evargelical leaders with "con- 
cern and anxiety", their statement continued, noting that Dr. Michelis 
does not have the authority to speak on behalf of the church and that his 
views were "purely personal". HPS, Geneva 


Christiaiity Reportedly Survives in Laos Under Hardships 


(New York) - Christians in Laos are continuing to practise their faith in 
the face of tremendous physical hardships, according to reports received 
here by the Christian and Missionary Alliance from the Rev. T. J. Andrian- 
off, chairman of the denomination's Laotian mission field. 


In his report, Mr. Andrianoff said that some 45,000 civilians have 
had to leave their homes because of fighting between the rebels and govern- 
ment troops. Most of them are from the Kieng Khouang province where 
Mr. Andrianoff worked, and about 4,000 of them are Christians, he said. 


These Christians continue to hold regular, sometimes nightly services, 
in the jungle. In one encampment, several hundred Christians among the 
refugees made a church "building" out of an old parachute and improvised 
communion cups out of tin cans, he reported. 


Some of the Christian refugees who have reached Vientiane are helping 
Mr. Andrianoff and other Alliance missionaries prepare packets that are 
dropped from planes to refugee centres in the jungle. These packets con- 
tain a blanket, cotton material for clothing, and plastic sheeting to 
protect the refugees from the rain or to cover the muddy ground when they 
must sleep outside. 


The Alliance headquarters sent an initial gift of $5,000 to finance 
these packets. A drive for emergency relief funds for the refugees has 
been started throughout the denomination. EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Head Urges No USA Testing, Despite USSR Blast 


(New York) - Despite the Soviet Union's explosion on Monday of a thirtz- 
megaton test bomb, the United States should not resume atmospheric tests 
and, awaiting the outcome of the General Assembly debate, should conduct 
no further underground tests, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, has told a meeting 
here. 


ee 
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Speaking before announcement of the Soviet's test had been made, Dr. 
Nolde said the US should follow this line, "no matter what motives" prompted 
the Soviet test.: 


He appealcd to the United Nations General Assembly formally to call 


-upon the Soviet Union to reconsider its plans to explode the bomb, "It is 
.not impossible", he declared, "that the Soviet Union is manoeuvring for a 
.position where, in response ve an insistent world opinion, it will for go 


the announced test and, with an appearance of sensitiveness to popular 
demand, will thus be relieved of criticism against itself because of the 
extensive atmospheric tests conducted these recent weeks. Newertheless, 
the risk that the Soviet Union may gain some political advantage. must be 
taken in the interest of humanity!s well-being." He added: 


"While the Soviet Union's cancellation of its announced test would 
obviously not clear the atmosphere of the pollution from recent tests, it 
could provide a new starting-point for a treaty which will be legally bind- 
ing, contain a system of adequate verification, and thus more readily . 
ensure compliance with its provisions than was possible under the previous 
moratorium. 


"While I offer these observations as an expression of my personal 
views, I believe that they substantially relate the positions of the World 


Council of Churches and the Commission of the Churches on International 


Affairs to the present situation. 


"The World Council of Churches and its Commission on International 
Affairs have, during recent years, expressed deep concern about nuclear 
weapons testing, and have repeatedly urged the negotiation of agreements to 
cease such testing, with ae ces for international inspection and 


Sontral ; 


"At various times when spokesmen for any government have proposed the 
unilateral resumption of testing, CCIA officers have impartially registered 
their opposition, whether in personal consultation or in public statements. 


“"In view of these actions, extending over a number of years and’ 
widely endorsed by the member churches, officers of the World Council of 
Churches expressed profound concern and dismay at the announcement by the 
Soviet. Union of its unilateral decision to resume exper’ metal explosions 


- of nuclear weapons. - 


"It is now necessary to speak urgently and forcefully because larer - 
scale testing, and indeed, testing of any kind, without international ec>n- 


sent or control will surely accelerate the armaments race, increase the 


risk of war, and affect the health of present and future generations. 


"A world conscience must be stirred and world public opinion consoli- 
dated, in order that conditions may be favourable to a resumption of nego- 
tiations designed to bring about speedily a reliable agreement to cease 
tests." . EPS, Geneva 


New Anglican Evangelical Fellowship Formed 


(Sydney) --A new Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican Communion has. been 
formed under the presidency of the Primate of Australia, the Most Rev. 
H. R. Gough. 
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The founder group members are the Church of England Evangelical Council, 
and similar groups in Canada, ae New Zealand Tanganyika, and. Australia. 
Individual members also come frtu the United States, Asia, and Africa. 


An announcement of the new body said it would seek to foster fellow- 
ship between Anglicin Evang:licals "to encourage the isolated and the faint- 
hearted, reminding them of the larger body to which they belore"s- "to fed- 
erate regional Anglican Evangelical Fellowships, and to encourage the form- 
ation of such wher. none exists"; and 'to bear witness with courage and 
charity to the great Biblical and Reformation principles, .so that the 
Evangelical voice is heard and commended, and an increasing Evangelical 
contribution made throughout the Anglican Communion." 


The sponsors in a statement issued last week further aéclareds Ver 
haps a word of reassurance is needed by those who may view the formation 
of the Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican’ Communion with suspicion or 
“even dismay. Its purpose is not partisan in any narrow or negative sense, 
but positive and eirenical." ahi | | ani | 


Owing to travel costs it is not expected the Council of Fellowship, 
which will consist of two representatives from each member group, will be 
able to meet more than once every five, years during the Lambeth Conference 
and the Pan-Anglican Congress. However, @ spokesman said it is hoped 
members may hold an informal meeting during the Third Assembly: of the World 
Council of Churches this November in New Delhi. EPS, Geneva 


Nobel Prize Winner : 
(Oslo) - Chief Albert John Luthuli, the Zulu leader, who with the late UN 
Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold was awarded the Noble Peace Prize. this 


week, is a convinced Christian who has long been active in the life and 
mission of his church. 


A pacifist, who has repeatedly affirmed that "no Christian has the | 
right to oppose violence with violence", he has twice been imprisoned for 
his protests against the South African government's apartheid policies. 


When notified of the award, Chief Luthuli, who will be unable to re- 
ceive the prize personally because he is forbidden by the South African 
government to leave his village in Natal, declared: "This is a great honour 
for me. I am truly moved by this news, but proud also because this. prize is 
‘an. honour for my country and its people, especially for those who fought 
and suffered in the struggle to liberate all South Africans from the bonds 
of fear and injustice." : 


Alan Paton, the prominent South.African novelist and fighter against 
-apartheid, commenteds "This is wonderful news which will do a lot for 
South African prestige." 


Chief Luthuli, a member of the Congregational Christian Church: in 
South Africa, was educated in mission schools in Natal and later taught in 
in mission schools. He has been a prominent leader of the National 
Christian Council of South Africa. and-in.the work of the International 
Missionary Council, attending one of that organization'> conferences in 
1938, in Madras. Bs 
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He was elected chief of his tribe in 1935, and since 1944 has been a 
member of the African National Congress. When the congress in 1952 started 
disobedience campaigns against racial discrimination, the South African 
government demanded that Mr. Luthuli leave the organization. When he 
refused, the government deposed him from his chieftainship. Shortly after- 
ward he became president of the congress. 


In 1960 the African National Congress was banned. The same year 
Luthuli was arrested. Today he is confined to his village. EPS, Geneva 


50,000 Flee from African Tribal Wars Churches Feed the Starving 


(Geneva) - Fighting between the Watutsi warriors and their former serfs, 
the Bahutu, as Ruanda-Urundi in Central Africa Ete into independence, 
has led to a mass refugee movement. 


It is officially estimated that 10,000 refugees have fled into the 
Congo and Uganda and that 40,000 more are hiding in the interior of Ruanda. 


To help feed these homeless people, many of whom are threatened with 
death from starvation, churches around the world, through the World Council 
of Churches, heve made emergency grants ecu fe to $20,000 to the Church 
Missionary Society in Kampala. In addition, $13,000 have been received by 
the WCC from churches in Britair and the Netherlands, and Church ° Vorld 
Service in the USi, in response to an earlier appeal this year. 


But a front-line despatch from Dr. G. Talbot H° ndley., secretary of the 
CMS Ruanda Mission, says that the churches, while doing what. they can,.are 
able to help only a small proportion of the people in need. | 


"There must be wandering about the country 50,000 homeless individuals 
who are seeking either to get into some other country or fend for then- 
selves until ‘hings get better", Dr. Hincley haswritten to headquarters 
of the World: Couneil of Churches in Geneva. 


Here are extracts from-his report: 


"In parts of the country there is terrible devastation. The situation 
is fast deteriorating. Now anything may happen. Many hundreds of people 
have been killed or wounded, and families and homes have been broken up. 


"On the station from which I am now writing we have at least 1,500 
» refugees who have fled from Ruanda where there is a systematic purge of 
ali royalists. ; 


"We have over TOO OES living in our site at Astrida. At Nyanza, 
near the old royal court, there are well over 2,000 refugees entirely 
dependent for livelihood and protection on what we can do for them. Ovb 
school centre at Shyogwe also has several hundred, and these numbers are 
being increased every day. At other pastorate centres there are anything 
from 100 to 300 refugees. Gahini has seen well over 2,000, but many ot 
these have now been taken over into Uganda. 


"We cannot say what the future will be..." EPS, Geneva 
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It is likely that the first prayers for the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches: on the Assembly's opening day, November 19, will 
“tbe offered in the town of Invercargill, New Zealand. Invercargill is both 
the nearest town in the world to the South Pole and the nearest to the 
International Date Line. Churches in the town are planning a combined 
service of prayer for the Assembly. 


* * * 


The largest Protestant evangelism crusade ever held in Austria has 
just concluded in Vienna. More than 2,000 persons attended rallies every 
evening for a period of nearly a cya The "Campaign of Faith" was 
organized by German radio evangelist Anon eo in co- Spe ae with 
the Vienna Evangelical Alliance. Hs 


TATagt ORCA x 


The campaign of the Swiss churches - "Bread for the Brother" - ha 
got off to an excellent start. Fund organizers report that at the aot of 
September, only a few weeks after it was started, the campaign had raised 
Frs. 292,000 (US G67, 750). Funds will be sent for use in under-developed 
countries. 

* * »* : 

Special services for the United Nations and international peace were 
held in the Protestant churches of Austria, Sunday, October 22. A state- 
ment issued by Protestant officials in Vienna asking for the services, 
said that: "The menancing international situation and the death of Dag 
Hammarskjold have again forced everyone to realize the absolute necessity 
for a world-wide organization to work for peace oe Ue A justice, 
ne to deal with emergency situations." 


* * CaS 


The German Evangelical Missionary Conference has appealed to medical 
doctors to offer their services, either permanently or temporarily, for 
work in underdeveloped countries. The appeal emphasized that medical 
missions have been an important means of spreading the Christian Gospel, 
and are regarded by younger churches as one of their most important needs. 


* * * 


A home will be erected in Salonica for 50 Armenian refugees who. are 
presently living in impoverished conditions in northern Greece. Funds for 
the project have been provided by the Norwegian Council for Refugees and 
the Gulbenkian Endowment in observance of the centenary of Fridtjof Nansen, 
father of modern refugee relief service. The Association of Swiss Friends 
of Armenia, which maintains three homes for Armenians in Athens, will 
_ direct the new ‘programme. ~ EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION 


A story titled “Free Churches Study Union Possibilities", HPS No. 3/9 
page 8, inadvert ntly gave incorrect information concerning "The Great 
ee emenel: The number of clergymen ejected from English parishes in 1662 
is estimated by different contemporary sources as being from 1,200 to 2, 00 
The majority were not strictly "Anglicans", but ministers who nan taken 
charge of the parishes after the legal pee eet oar of Anglicanism of Pres- 
byterianism, by Act of Parliament in 1646. EPS regrets this error. 
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Week of Unity Observances Planned 


(Geneva) - Christians in more than 50 countries around the world will again 
offer prayers for an end to the divisions which Separate them during the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18 - 25. 


The theme of this year's observance will be service - "I am in the 
midst of you as One who serves" (Luke 22:27). This is one of the three 
main themes of the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which 
will be held in New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6. 


The WCC's Faith and Order Commission, which sponsors the annual obser- 
vance, has prepared a special leaflet containing suggested prayers and 
Bible readings as an aid for public prayer and private devotions. 


The same theme will also be used in the leaflet prepared for Roman 
Catholics participating in the Week of Prayer observances sponsored by the 
Association Unité Chrétienne, in Lyon, France. 


"The observance of the week has grown considerably in the last few 
years,'' reports Dr. Lukas Vischer, Faith and Order research secretary. 
"The number of leaflets ordered and used has increased, and there have been 
several. new translations. We are especially glad that there is a growing 
interest in the week in Asian countries," 
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However, Dr. Vischer noted that, in addition to the wider use of the 
leaflet, much more thought is being given to the preparation of the week 
in many countries. 


In many areas, he said, it has become an occasion for new ecumenical 
endeavours, such as inter-confessional Bible study, retreats, discussions 
between representatives of different confessions, and conferences aimed at 
establishing deeper mutual understanding. 


Many congregations have followed the suggestion of Dr. Oscar Cullman, 
professor of New Testament and Patristics at the University of Basel, and 
are making contributions on behalf of the poor of another confession. In 
Switzerland, for example, Roman Catholics recently gave 12,000 Swiss frances 
for a Protestant missionary hospital in-the Sudan. Protestants have also 
made similar contributions to Catholic causes. 


(A copy of the leaflet of prayers for the Week of Prayer is enclosed 
with this issue of EPS.) 


WCC Third Assembly 


(Geneva) - Leaders of the World Council of Churches will meet in New Delhi, 
India, November 18 - December 6 for what promises to be one of the most 
important church meetings of this generation. 


The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches will bring repre- 
sentatives of the 175 Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox member churches 
to the capital of India. In all, there will be nearly 1,000 churchmen and 
women - 625 of them official delegates and the rest observers, advisers, 
fraternal delegates, and special guests. 


"Jesus Christ, the Light of the World" is the theme of this first 
World Council era to be held on the continent of Asia. Among other 
firsts for the big meeting: 


1. The first time the two ecumenical streams of world Christianity 
- mission and unity - have been brought into a single organiza- 
tion. The World Council of Churches and the International 
Missionary Council will be integrated. 


2. The first time the Assembly has been asked to consider the big 
Russian Orthodox Church inside the Soviets Union for membership. 
If accepted, the church will come into continuous contact with 
other Christians after many years of isolation. 


oar plWske first time Roman Catholic observers will attend a World 
Council of Churches! Assembly. Five observers have been named 
by the new Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


The Assembly provides the major forum for Christian leaders to dis-~ 
cuss Christian unity and to chart the course of the organization the 
churches have formed to promote this cause. It met last in 1954 in 
Evanston, Illinois. 


Within the broad outline of the main theme, church leaders will focus 
attention on "Witness", "Service", and "Unity", dealing respectively with 
taking the Christian message to those outside the churches, Christian 
responsibility to the whole of society, and unity among the churches. 
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Dr. Joseph A. Sittler, Lutheran theologian and professor at the Theo- 
logical Faculty of the University of Chicago, is the major speaker on 
"Unity". Speaking on "Witness" is Dr.-P. D. Devanandan, director of the 
Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society at Bangalore, 
India. Professor Masao Takenaka of Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan, will 
speak on "Service". These speeches will set the stage for concentrated 
study of the main themes by delegates. 


A solemn service of worship and thanksgiving will inaugurate the 18- 
day Assembly on Sunday morning, November 19. It will be held in a huge 
tent or "Shamiana" to be erected especially for the service and other 
Assembly events open to the public. 


A colourful and impressive procession of the 625 official Assembly 
delegates will be led by the World Council's five presidents and Dr. 
Christian Baeta of Ghana, chairman of the International Missionary Council. 


All five presidents will participate in the opening service. U Ba 
Hmyin, Rangoon, Burma, of the Burma Baptist Convention, will preach the 
opening sermon. Dr. Baeta will lead the service of thanksgiving. 


The Sunday afternoon session will be an historic occasion. At this 
time the World Council Assembly delegates will be asked to approve plans 
for the integration of the Council with the International Missionary 
Council. The majority of the IMC'!s member councils have approved. 


The integration marks the uniting in one organization of two bodies 
which have symbolized the search for Christian unity in the twentieth 
century. The IMC was formed in 1921 as a result of plans stemming from the 
1910 Edinburgh Conference on the World Mission of the Ghurch. The World 
Council of Churches came into formal being in 1948 in Amsterdam, Holland. 
The two have worked "in association" from the beginning. 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, will speak on "The Calling of the World Council of Churches" in 
the opening session, Sunday afternoon, November 19. Bishop J. EH. Lesslie 
Newbigin, general secretary of the International Missionary Council, will 
speak on "The Missionary Dimension of the Heumenical Movement." 


A Lutheran bishop from East Germany, Dr. Gottfried Noth, Dresden, of 
the EKvangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony, will deliver the keynote address 
on Sunday night, November 19. He will Speak on the Assembly theme, "Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World." 


All the main Assembly sessions will be held in Vigyan Bhavan Hall, a 
modern conference hall built by the government of India to house a UNESCO 
conference, EPS, Geneva 


British Churches Ask China in UN 


(London) - A resolution urging the British government to press upon the 
United Nations the need to persue negotiations to bring China into its 
membership has been adopted by the half-yearly meeting of the British 
Council of Churches. 


The action came in support of a motion by Dr. G.'M. Dryburgh, chair- 
man of the Church of Scotland's Commission to Study Communism, who told the 
delegates that whatever their political philosophy might be, one could not 
possibly believe there would be peace if 700 million persons, who are be- 
coming more and more effective in world affairs, are left out of the 
international body. 
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Speaking in support of the motion the Bishop of Sheffield, Dr. Leslie 
Hunter, said he thought the United States was doing a great disservice to 
world peace by allowing her fear of Communist China to force the western 
nations into a morally indefensible position. 


The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Fisher of Lambeth commented 
that he believed most Britons thought that China should be in the United 
Nations, but that justice and timing were "different matters." 


Earlier Lord Fisher told the Council that the Roman Catholic Church 
had become an ally of other churches instead of an enemy. 


"This is a most stupendous change," he said, "a complete new chapter 
in world history as well as in Christian history. Salvation begins for 
any group of people only when they are able to Say they are sorry, and that 
they were partly wrong. The Church of Rome has begun to say that, and so 
have we all." HPS, Geneva 


Divorce Missions From Sectarianism United Church Leader Urges 
ecm, vnitea Unurch Leader Urges 


(Grand Rapids) - A strong plea that Protestant missions and service abroad 

be "divorced completely from sectarian creed" as a major step toward church 
union was made here by the new president of the Board for World Ministries 

of the United Church of Christ (USA). | 


Addressing the denomination!s Midwest Regional Meeting, Dr. William 
C. Nelson of Akron, Ohio, told the delegates that Protestant union in 
world missions would bring unity that much nearer to achievement. 


"Whether it be by actual union with missionary and service agencies 
of other denominations or through extending the limits of co-operation," 
he stated, "we ought now to consider seriously the possibility of combin- 
ing as much of our efforts as possible with as many groups as will share 
their experience with us. 


"Perhaps it is in such active areas of work and service that such a 
proposed merger as contemplated in the Blake-Pike proposal ought to begin 
to function. After all, doctrine divides ~ service unites." 


The Blake-Pike proposal envisages a union of the United Church, the 
Methodist Church, the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, as a first step toward Christian unity. Dr. Hugene 
Carson Blake, United Presbyterian stated clerk, originated the proposal 
which was quickly endorsed by Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike of California. 


Dr. Nelson suggested that as a starter toward mission unity the 
United Church Board for World Ministries and mission agencies of other 
denominations should merge with the United Church of Canada!s World 
Missions Board. EPS, Geneva 


Heresy Trial of Dutch Reformed Theologian Draws Criticism 


(Johannesburg) Tua LseCrey churah trial wf a theological professor on 
charges of teaching heresies has brought a barrage of criticism from many 
quarters. 


The Commission of the General Conference of the Nederduitsch Hervormde 
Kerk is urying the Rey. Albert S. Geyser, professor of New Testament at 
the University of Pretoria, on charges made against him by three of his 
students. 
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Professor Geyser, an outspoken critic of the government's apartheid 
policy, has denied the charges which grew out of his opposition to the 
church's stand against admitting non-whites to membership. He has urged 
that the church law barring them be "tested according to the Scriptures." 


In addition to being accused of heresy "involving New Testament inter- 
pretations", he has also been charged with failure to observe an order 
prohibiting criticism of the church's laws and decisions outside denomina- 
tional circles. 


The parent Hervormde Kerk in Holland sent a public telegram to the 
commission urging that the trial be abandoned. As a result, the trial 
chairman, A. J. Oosthuizen, said that he felt that publicity given to the 
charges had "created the wrong impression in South Africa and overseas." 


Although church members have been admitted to the hearing under a 
pledge that they would not discuss them with reporters, accounts and photo- 
graphs of the first day's proceedings were splashed over the front pages 
of newspapers. 


The Johannesburg English-language Rand Daily Mail editorially con- 
demned the trial, pointing out that Professor Geyser is employed by the 
tax-supported university and that he is entitled to a public hearing of 
his views and nswers to his accusers. 


"Apart from the hearing being secret, Mr. Geyser is denied the services 
of a stenographer and not even a tape recording of the proceedings will be 
allowed", the editorial noted. "How will this look to the outside world? 
Have we really gone back to the days of the Inquisition?" 


Similarly, a colleague of Professor Geyser, who gave evidence on his 
behalf, compared the proceedings with what happened in Nazi Germany. 


"The Germans also had their heresy trial", said Professor Adrianus 
van Selms, professor of Semitic languages. "Karl Barth, the greatest 
living theologian, was exiled from Germany in 1933)" 


Professor van Selms told reporters the churches! support of apartheid 
was "un-Christian, against both Scripture and Confession". He added: 


"I do not accept the decision of the Church Assembly (forbidding 
public criticism of its laws) because it is against the principles of the 
Reformation and the constitutional right of free speech.! 


If Professor Geyser is found guilty, he could be unfrocked and dis- 
missed from the university faculty. BPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholics-Protestants in India Discuss Ecumenism 
ee et i Souss ecumenism 

(Bangalore) - A public discussion of the ecumenical attitudes of Roman ; 
Catholic and Protestant Christians took place here on the eve of the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. It is believed to be the first 
event of its kind in the history of Christianity in India. 


Before large crowds on three successive evenings, four theologians 
dealt with issues raised by both the Assembly and the coming Second 
Vatican ‘Ecumenical; Council. They emphasized the many common bonds which- 
make all Christians brethren in Christ, while admitting that differences 
of dogma and ecclesiastical order permit no easy optimism about attaining 
visible unity. 
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Two Redemptorist priests, the Rev. T. K. Long and the Rev. Finbarr 
Connolly, interpreted. the Roman Catholic position. Speakers from member 
churches of the World Council were Principal J. Russell Chandran and Dr. 

J. Robert Nelson, former secretary of the WCC's Department of Faith and 
Order.) Bishop, N.4 ¢. Sargent, ‘of the Church of South India, Mysore, and the 
Most Rev. Thomas Pothacamury, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Bangalore, 
presided over the series, which was introduced by Dr. Paul Devanandan, a 
prominent Protestant ecumenical leader. BPS, Geneva 


German-Isracli, Christian-Jewish Dialogues Asked 


(Jerusalem) -~ Dean Heinrich Grueber of West Berlin, prominent German 
Protestant leader, made a strong plea for a continuation of German-Israeli 
and Christian-Jewish dialogues "despite all bitter memories", as he return- 
ed home following a three-week visit to this country. 


The 70-year old churchman, who was sent to concentration camps by the 
Hitler régime for his efforts in aiding Jews to escape Nazi tyranny, was 
completing his fourth visit to Israel as an honoured guest of the government. 


Dean Grueber also said he favoured fostering a "true dialogue" 
between Christians and Jews as distinct from Christian Missionary activities 
among Jews, He said he was opposed to Christian missions to the Jews on 
the ground that the "churches have forfeited the right to preach" to the 
Jews "by all that has happened between the Christians and Jews". 
EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Lilje Asks WCC Intervention if Churches separated 


(Hamburg) - In the event of the churches from East Germany being completely 
cut off from churches in the West, the World Council of Churches should 
intervene on their behalf, Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover has 
urged. 


Writing in Sonntagsblatt, an independent weekly of which he is editor, 
Bishop Lilje, who ig a member of the WCC's policy-making Central Committee, 
noted that the WCC "has supported the cause of oppressed Christians in 
Asia and Africa in many courageous statements. 


"If the Council were suddenly to maintain silence at this point, one 
would be obliged to fear that its efforts for Christian unity were not 
genuine", he said. 


Referring to government pressures to separate the two sections of 
the country, Bishop Lilje writes: "Although the unity of the Church - in 
the sense of the unity established by God through the Holy Spirit mention- 
ed in the Creed - extends beyond the present frontiers of power-politics, 
nevertheless Christendom also requires visible corporate unity. 


"There is not a single reason which a Christian can recognize which 
could justify an organic separation of the Church in Germany. Further- 
more, if Christians in Germany are prevented from meeting their brothers 

- »they will be deprived of a simple and fundamental right which is 
universally recognized as one of the basic human rights: the right to 
gather in the name of the faith." 
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If that happens, he concluded, the World Council should "tell those in 
power that they have no justification for disregarding this elementary 
human right". 


Last week speaking at a meeting of the Synod of the Lutheran Church 
in Hannover, Bishop Lilje said reports from East Germany indicate there is 
an increasingly strong grassroots movement in support of the church; as the 
result of government pressures against it. He said there has been 
increased attendance at services and church-sponsored meetings, and that 
pastors are receiving many more requests than formerly for counsel and 


guidance. HPS, Geneva 


swiss Churches Reorganize Mission Bodies 


(Lausanne) - A reorganization of relationships between the churches and 

‘ their missionary societies in French-speaking Switzerland has been 
recommended by that area's Protestant Missionary Association. The area now 
has six different missionary societies. 


The Association has approved a project to set up a Missions Department 
tocoordinate the activities of the six under the direction of a board of 
representatives of the churches. 


The Protestant Press Service in Geneva commented that the plan is not 
unrelated, on the regional level, to the plans to form a Division .of World 
Mission and Evangelism in the World Council of Churches. This plan is 
scheduled to be put into effect following the expected affirmative vote on 
the integration of the WCC and the International Missionary Council. at the 
Wec!s Third Assembly in New Delhi. EPS, Geneva 


‘German Churches Give DM 40 million to Aid Needy 


ee ~ Protestant churches in Germany raised nearly DM 40,000,000 
$10,000,000) in the 1959-60 Bread for ‘the World Campaign, according to 
figures just published here. It was the largest amount ever raised by 
Evangelical Protestant churches in one campaign. Of the figure : 
DM 31,100,000 was given by churches in West Germany and DM 8,500,000 by 
churches in Hast Germany. | | 


More than half of the funds distributed so far have gone to under- 
write self-help projects, especially in agriculture, in under-developed 
countries. Money also has been spent for development of training centres 
for technicians and for emergency relief following natural disasters. 

EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Director Denounces Soviet Test 


(New York) - "There .can.be no justification either in the sight of God or 

in the eyes of men" for the Soviet Union's explosion of the 50-megaton 

range test bomb, Dr. 0. F. Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, said in a statement issued here. .CCIA is a 

joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the International Mission- 
acy. COUnGCLIS ” 


| several decades. "The secretariat has undoubtedly introduced a new epoch 
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Charging that the Soviet Union has "flouted: world public opinion", 
the CCIA director pointed out that the World: Council of Churches has "con- 
sistently questioned the right of any nation to decide on its own responsi- 
bility to conduct atomic and nuclear tests when people of other nations in 
all parts of the world who have not agreed may have to bear the consequences 


"In the degree that their recent tests have increased pollution of the 
atmosphere, and thus affect adversely the health of people today and 
generations yet unborn, they must be condemned", he declared. . "Unilateral 
breaking of the moratorium by she USSR invites escalation in nuclear weapons 
construction, an escalation which man must fervently hope can be and will 
be avoided. 


"Obvious and extensive prep-rations for atmospheric testing by the 
Soviet Union throughout the period of- the moratorium have raised questions 
as to its good faith, and made it imperative that an unverified moratoriun 
be replaced by a binding treaty, with provision for inspection and control. 


"We trust that world conscience may be stirred and world public 
opinion consolidated in order that, instead of a general resumption of 
tests, there may be a resumption of negotiations designed to bring about 
with all sincerity a reliable treaty." (See EPS No. AO) EPS, Geneva 


RC Theologian Says Vatican Council Will Have "Ecumenical Aims" 


RC Theologian oays 1 caer 


(Vienna) - A Roman Catholic theologicn has told an audience here that the 
‘Second Vatican Ecumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII will not be 
confined to Catholic affairs, "although attempts have been made to 
restrict it in that way". . 


The enthusiasm which greeted announcement of plans for the Council, 
he said, was followed by a certain "soberness", which was due particularly 
to "the obvious intention of certain Vatican circles to push the question 
of reunion into the background, although this is the question which Pope 
John had wished to be the Council's main concern. "Now", he said, ie arr Be 
certain the Council will be a Council of the Roman Catholic Church with 
ecumenical aims." 


The comments were made by Dr. Hans King, professor of Systematic 
Theology at the University of Ttibingen, Germany, in a speech entitled 
NWi1ll the Vatican Council bring unity between Catholics, Protestants and 
Orthodox". 


"The question of reunion has suddendly become a great concern er yihe 
whole Church, and of the world", he said. "There has been a complete 
change in the attitude of the leaders of the Roman Catholic Church who 
are now striving for unity, not in the form of a return of the 'separated 
brethren! to the fold of Rome, but in the form of encounter." 


Dr. Kting said the most important outcome of announcement of the 
Council is the setting up of the permanent Secretariat for Christian Unity ¢ 


"very, few theologians had even ventured to hope for this, and sta 
they did hope it might happen then they thought, it would not be for 


in the history of Christian search for reunion - one that can only be | 
compared with the founding of the Congregation for the Propagation of the 
Faith in the 17th century", he added. EPS, Geneva — 
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South African Church Defends Apartheid ; 

(Capetown) - The Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa - largest of the 
three Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa - has rejected by a large 
majority the findings of a World Council of Churches! consultation denounc- 
ing apartheid held at Cottesloe, Johannesburg, last December. 


At its Cape Synod this week, the church rebuked by implication its 
moderator and other members of its delegation to the Cottesloe conference 
who have subscribed to the consultation!s findings. 


The action came only a week after the Synod had re-elected its 
moderator, Dr. A. J. van der “Merwe, Tor his Farin four-year term over the 
opposition of the church!s conservative elements who favour the government's 
apartheid policies. The vote was ZAC PTOr LOC. 


Following re-election, Dr. Van-der Merwe declared in‘his formal. 
acceptance speech that "the time is ripe" for Christians of all races to 
visit each other at worship services and to meet for mutual discussions 
and prayers. 


At the same time, however, he condemned "agitators" who press for the 
admission of non-whites to white churches, not because they have the same 
beliefs,but because they belong to different races. ti 


"IT regard such intrusion on the sanctity of our worship as something 


God Himself would condemn", he said. "However, in my own eyes I feel that 
some of our congregations deviate fron our churches by the relentless way 
they bar some fellow believers of a different race’. EPS, Geneva 


Vatican Council Aims Discussed 
a SE OUST Bims Discussed 


(Paris) = Differennes among certain Vatican leaders over what should be the 
concern and aim of the Second Vatican Feumenical Council are discussed by 

a French Roman Catholic priest in the current issue of Etudes, an unofficial 
Roman Catholic journal published here. 


Father Rouquette, SeJ.,; writes of the tension existing "between the 
explicit intentions of John AKIO.) nhotwanten to inaugurate a fraternal 
conversation with our Separated brethren, and what seems to be a desire on 
the part of certain high prelates at the Vatican to oppose: this". 


Pather Rouquette referred to a recent pastoral letter issued by the 
Archbishop of Barcelona, in which he attacked "certain false concepts of 
Christian unity". 


The substance of the pastoral letter was also contained in an article 
published in the August 27 issue of Osservatore Romano, official Vatican 
‘hewspaper, over the signature of Mgr. Pericle FPelici, Secretary of the 
. Vatican's Central Preparatory Commission for the Council. 


Noting that the Archbishop's letter "assumes particular importance", 
from the fact that many of the points made were also made by Mer. Felici, 
Father Rouquette points out that the Archbishop's letter is "completely 
negative in tone", and that it appears to characterize all non=-Catholics 
as being in "error and untruth, without shade or distinction". 


According to the letter Father Rouquette writes, the Roman Catholic 
Church has no task except "to open its maternal arms and invite its prodi- 
gal sons to rush into them';- and that "it has nothing to learn from non- 
Catholics". . EPS, Geneva 
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A new literacy and writing centre for Africans will be. established in 
Yaounde,Cameroun, by. the Committee on World Literacy and Christian | 
Literature of the National Council of Churches (USA). The Committee 
_ represents some 40-US mission boards and church groups. It now sponsors 
the literacy and.writing centre at the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre, Northern 
Rhodesia. A spokesman said the success of this centre had sparked plans 
for the new-one. is . 


eee ei co 


Patriarch German, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, said on his 
return to Belgrade following a two-weeks visit to the Soviet Union that the 
Russian and Serbian churches had "identical views" on the need for promot- 
ing world peace and for calling upon all Orthodox churches to join forces 
in this cause. He said he had invited the Russian Orthodox Patriarch” 
Alexei to visit Yugoslavia "at his convenience". 


* * * 


Sunday morning services will be discontinued from January 1, 1962 in 
121 parishes of the Swedish National (Lutheran) Church because of a short- 
age of clergymen, according to information published by the National 
Association of Swedish parishes. The Association said the cut-back is 
necessary because the government refuses to allow the church sufficient 
funds for an adequate number of clergymen on the grounds that economy 
measures aré necessary. . ; pei 

—%¥ * ¥ 

Immanuel Baptist Church for English-speaking residents in Madrid, 
Spain, was formally opened on Sunday, October 22. It:has 37 charter 
members. Principal problems in establishing the new church were the... 
securing of official permission from the Spanish government and finding 
an adequate meeting place. The church is located ina large four-storey 
bouse with a hall for services and rooms for Sunday School classes. 

silo Wate a Se 

A report suggesting that the Church of England is failing to meet the 
needs of overseas students in England will be submitted to the Church 
Assembly at its forthcoming session. The report, signed by the Bishops of 
London, Liverpool, and Leicester, calls for more hostel accommodation and 
suggests that the proposal that African chaplains be appointed to the uni- 
versities be closely examined. It also asks that a system of commendations 
be set up so that chaplains and parish clergy will know of Christian stu- 
cents coming under their pastoral care. There are approximately 55,000 . 
overseas students from 130 countries in Britain. . EPS, Geneva 


« * * 


“NOTE TO SUBSCRIBERS: EPS will not. be published next week. The next. issue 
will be dated November 20, and will be sent from the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, New Delhi, India. Special coverage of Assembly 
proceedings will be provided through extra editions of EPS, issued about 
three times a week from November 20 until December 8. There will be no 
issue December 15. A Christmas issue will be published December 22. Ther 
will be no issues December 29 or January 5. Regular weekly publication 


will be resumed January Poe VaGe 
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World Council Assembly Opens in New Delhi 


(New Delhi) - Jesus Christ is not the light of a race, a class, a culture 
or a period, but "He seeks out the darkness where it is to be found". 


That was the keynote sounded here November 19 by Bishop Gottfried 
Noth of Hast Germany as he addressed the first evening session of the 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches on the central theme of the 
18-day meeting, "Jesus Christ, the Light of the World". 


"As the Light of the world Jesus comes very close to this world, and 
that means the world as it actually is", declared Bishop Noth, who is 
leader of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony. 


He told some 1,200 participants in the Assembly that the Church is 
"called to re-examine its witness and its service to see whether they are 
meeting the actual world". In so doing, he added, "we must be seriously 
concerned about the problems of our deeply-changing world". 


"The social revolutions, the technical development, the problem of 
war and peace, the fear and distress of countless people", he said, "call 
for the love and faith of those who know that God so loved this world that 
He gave His only-begotten Son for it. Pious words are no substitute for 
eafperto-ctiorts in. this situation." 
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Bishop Noth warned the delegates from the World Council's 175 member 
churches in more than 50 countries that they must not misunderstand their 
task. 


"The fact that Christ is the Light of the world does not mean that we 
Christians, unlike other people, have the solution for all these problems", 
he stressed. 


"We Christians have not been promised that we shall be the cleverest 
politicians, scientists, technicians or economists. We are not to start a 
competition between the Light of the world and the many other lights cf 
the world." 


Bishop Noth also warned that the Church must confess Christ as the 
only light of the world, that "if the Church deviates from this truth, Guts 
testimony becomes a lie", 


"It is not the disciples who are glorified; it is God", he said. 
"Hverything they do is done through the influence of His Light..." 


Despite all the different ways in which its action may be interpreted, 
in spite of the fact that the world does not understand, "Christ will make 
the Church's life a powerful witness, so that His Light shines into the 
world", Bishop Noth said. BPS, Geneva 


IMC-WCC Integration Voted at First Assembly Session 


(New Delhi) - Christian history was made here when, after five years of 
debate and discussion, the International Missionary Council was integrated 
with the World Council of Churches. 


Hereafter, the IMC, which has a membership of 38 national Christian 
councils and national missionary councils, will function as the World 
Council's Division of World Mission and Evangelism, under the supervision 
of a 115-member commission. 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, bishop of the Church of South India, who has 
been the full-time general secretary of the IMC, will be the director of 
the new Division of the World Mission and Evangelism and also an associate 
general secretary of the World Council. 


Looking to future plans, Bishop Newbigin,said that it "will be the 
task of the Commission within the life of the World Council to press upon 
every church in every part of the world the obligation to take its share 
in the task of missions, as an indispensable element without which its own 
confession of the Gospel would lack something of full integrity". 


Among the future activities of the division, according to Bishop 
Newbigin, will be studies of the "older churches" of the West by the 
"younger churches" of the East, to bring the insights of Asian and Africa 
Christianity into the heart of the churches everywhere. 


"Christendom is no longer a geographical area", he said. "The very 
fact that we now bring the affairs of missions right into the heart of the 
day-to-day work of a world council of churches will expose more vividly 
the impropriety of some ways of thinking and speaking about the missionary 
journey which still illegitimately survive into the 20th centry."! 

EPS, Geneva 
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Asian Churches Condemn Nuclear Weapons 
ei Ruciear Weapons 


(Bangalore) - A major nuclear war would result in genetic distortion of 

the human race and widespread destruction of civilized life, says the 
report of the Commission on International Affairs which was received by the 
Kast Asia Christian Conference in the closing stages of its five day long 
meeting here, 


The report adds that continued nuclear testing could result in serious 
damage to life through radiation and that the development of nuclear wea- 
pons has led to cataclysmic possibilities uncontrolled by any discipline 
of either political ends or economic ProLit, 


"Possession and testing of these weapons become less and less impor- 
tant either for a show of strength or for bargaining purposes between the 
power blocs", the report goes on. "However, there is no certainty that 
this factor will be sufficient to prevent nuclear war. There is the ever- 
present danger of mistake or 2 wilful act. 


"It is our conviction that world Security requires total and general 
disarmament which depends in turn on mutual confidence expressed in a 
system of collective Security. In furtherance of this objective, it is 
open to the governments in Asia to Join hands with all other non-nuclear 
powers in a self-denying undertaking never to seek possession of these 
weapons for any purpose. 


"The recent action of Russia in preparing a test programme while pur- 
Suing negotiations for the cessation has increased mutual Suspicion which 
makes such negotiation difficult", the statement said. 


Clash on China 


References to the People's Republic of China and a recommendation 
that it should be admitted to the United Nations led to a sharp clash. 
The representatives of the churches in Korea dissociated themselves from 
this part of the report. . 


Whey report said that af the People's Republic of China wished merely 
to adopt Communism as its economic and political policy this might be 
regarded as primarily its domestic concern,but Chinese Communism gives the 
impression of having become expansionist. 


"We recognize the efforts made by China to get into friendly relations 
with some of its neighbours", the report goes on. "But we see no justifi- 
cation for its encroachment on Indian territory. 


"Yet as Christians we recognize the importance of keeping open the 
channels of communication between China and the rest of the world. We 
reiterate the resolution of the World Council of Churches! Central Commit- 
tee for the admission of China into the United Nations, for without China 
in the UN no worthwhile or binding agreement can be reached on such vital 
questions as disarmament, both conventional and nuclear." 


The Conference, in receiving the report, recorded that the Korean 
delegation had dissociated itself from the proposals and had withdrawn 
from the meeting. 


The report will, be sent to all the member churches of the EACC for 
discussion and comment. EPS, Geneva 
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Kast Asia Churches to Study Growth of World Confessionalism 


(Bangalore) - Plans for a thoroughgoing appraisal of the different world 
confessional organizations and of their effect on the younger churches were 
drawn up and approved at the recent meeting here of the East Asia 
Christian Conference. 


This was a specially enlarged Continuation Committee meeting of the 
EACC and brought together 120 delegates from 48 churches in 12 countries, 
as well as guests, observers, and consultants from the US, Hurope, and 
Africa. 


It was agreed that the probe into world confessionalism should be 
made through the writing of papers on the issues raised by global denomin- 
ational structures; the holding of two or three "situation conferences" 
where the issues can be discussed in terms of a specific situation, and a 
major conference to which leaders of the confessional movements, leaders 
in the missionary movement, and leaders in the younger churches will be 
invited. 


A report from one of the EACC Commissions pointed out that within 
each confessional grouping there is taking place a debate concerning its 
place in the whole ecumenical movement: "The world confessional bodies 
are partly a result of the new ecumenical encounter. Their development 
enhances confessional loyalties and fellowship. They help to lift Chris- 
vians out of local isolation, and aid them in surmounting national barriers. 


"They do much to stimulate missionary concern and outreach. Their 
strong international ties often protect small groups of Christians from 
dangerous introversion and narrow nationalism. World confessional ties 
may be vitally useful to enable a church to serve without allowing the 
demands of a nation to denoniate its life. 


"At the same time, the very vitality of these confessional loyalties 
often creates serious obstacles in the life of the younger churches. 
However good the intention, it seems that the expression of world confess- 
ionalism in increasingly complex institutional structures results in the 
perpetuation and reinforcement of patterns of paternalism and continued 
exercise of control. 


"As the world confessions rediscover their traditional heritage, the 
World Council of Churches should endeavour to help that such confessional 
renaissance occurs within the larger fellowship of the ecumenical church 
so that it leads to enriched understanding of the whole Gospel for the 
whole world." 


New Secretariat 


The conference also agreed to set up a new secretariat for inter- 
national affairs. It acknowledged that East Asian Christian communities 
have not become as involved as they should be in helping and serving in 
the political, social, economic, and cultural changes that are taking 
place in East Asia. 


The secretariat will maintain a liaison between the EACC and the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, and will prepare a 
practical handbook on state and religion in East Asia. 


The conference approved a budget of $85,600 to carry on its programmes 
in 1962. Of this total expenditure only $37,000 will be sought from 
bodies outside Asia. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC to Aid Youth Volunteers 


(New Delhi) - The World Council of Churches is expected to establish 
shortly a secretariat to assist young people who wish to volunteer for 
service abroad. Announcement of the proposal was made by the Rev. Roderick 
S. French, Youth Department executive secretary, in an address to the 160 
young people from all over the world, attending a week-long conference here. 


Mr, French said it is hoped that the programme "will stand as a sign 
of the ecumenical dimension of Service, will facilitate the churches and 
movements in taking part in this modern opportunity and will help to 
remove some of the frustrations of willing but bewildered young people". 


He said that the new secretariat does not mean that the WCC will 
launch any new programmes itself. He also stressed that young people must 
realize that the usefulness of unskilled and inexperienced people is 
"greatly limited so that serious preparation is the first step for those 
wishing to go abroad under whatever auspices". 


Pointing to the success of the World Council's annual work camp pro- 
gramme throughout the world, Mr. French indicated that its continued 
effectiveness largely depends upon its adaptability to changing situations. 


The Youth Department is studying the possibility of launching a few 
year-round camps. "This would permit the deepening of the inter-action 
between the international camp and the local society as well as provide 
opportunity for a longer term of voluntary service," he said. 


tn another session the young people from all over the world were told 
that the Christian Gospel cannot be identified with Huropean culture, 
industrial society or political democracy. 


This belief wes expressed by Dr. Samuel Mathai, secretary of the 
University Grants Commission of the Government of India. He noted that 
the Christian task in Asia today calls for a deeper understanding of non- 
Christian religions and total involvement in a revolutionary situation. 


The youth gathering brought together 110 youth participants and 50 
stewards who will be attending the Third Assembly. Among the youth 
participants are 31 from Asia, 2% from Europe, 20 from North America, 11 
from Africa, five from the Middle Bast, and four from Latin America. All 
were nominated by their churches through national ecumenical youth 
councils. EPS, Geneva 


New Pay Plan Recommended for Overseas Church Workers 


(Bangalore ) - Church workers serving in another country should have their 
Salaries fixed by the sending and receiving churches jointly. 


This recommendation was made in a report accepted by the Bast Asia 
Christian Conference from one of its commissions. 


The report urges that salaries should primarily be based on the cost 
of living in the receiving country and the financial position of the 
chureh's own workers. 


"In regard to the whole problem created by the disparity in remunera- 
tion between workers from within Asia and most of those from outside the 
region, the EACC requests the World Council of Churches to urge the 
churches and their mission boards in the West to continue and. increase 
their efforts to find practical, Christian solutions." 
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The report also calls for more attention to be given to what it means 
to receive a missionary. "If he is to be truly received by and identified 
with the church, that church must be fully responsible, as his host, for 
his welfare and his work", the report goes on. 


"A major responsibility rests on the receiving church to provide 
training in language and orientation to the situation in that country. 
The churches in the EACC region should recognize their responsibility to 
provide such training for the missionaries they receive from outside the 
region." HPS, Geneva 


Visser 't Hooft Cites Unity Gains 


(New Delhi) - Desire for Christian unity is no longer the concern of the 
few but the preoccupation of the many, the general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches said here November 19 at the opening session of the 
Third Assembly. 


"Large churches which had not participated in the new dialogue téetween 
the churches now feel the time has come for them to make their contribution", 
Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft said. 


The once revolutionary principle that widely divergent churches "could 
be on speaking terms with each other is now widely accepted and applied", 
he said. The nearness in time of the recent Pan-Orthodox meeting in Rhodes, 
this World Council assembly, and the Second Vatican Council gives an 
impression of "general ecumenical mobilization", he said. 


A danger is, he said, that new perspectives for reunion of the churches 
gives rise to a fear that "an external union will be forced upon church 
members who are not ready for. this and do not desire it". Dr. Visser) tt 
Hooft dismissed this fear-as groundless. 


He said that those who expect reunion "tomorrow will be: disappointed. 
But those who are aware of the difficulties but believe the time has 
arrived for "courageous and responsible steps towards church unity" must 
not be disappointed. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft saii that if the Assembly accepts the advice of 
the Central Committee the Council will become with "one very important 
exception" (Roman Catholicism) a body in which all major Christian confes- 
Sions are strongly represented. It will "embrace a greater variety of 
expressions of the Christian faith than have ever been brought together 
in one movement". 


He cited the application of the Orthodox Church of Russia for member- 
ship in the Councilas amajor event in the history of the ecumenical move- 
ment. "In this way a tremendous opportunity is offered to us, the oppor+ 
tunity that a real spiritual dialogue shall take place between the Hastern 
churches and those which have their origin in the West. If we accept this 
opportunity our ecumenical task will not become easier but will be greatly 
enriched." 


The admission of the Russian Church would mean, he said, we have not 
only to count with ancient divergences between the Christian East and the 
Christian West but also with the modern tensions between the political 
Kast and the political West. 
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"But what right have we to refuse this task if it is laid upon us? 
We can only pray that we may be worthy of such a great responsibility." 


Dr. .Visser 't Hooft welcomed the presence of five Roman Catholic 
observers chosen and authorized by the Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Unity. This is the first time such observers have attended a World Council 
assembly. 


"The nature of our relations with the Secretariat is that of informa- 
tion about our concerns, Thus we have been able to mention specific 
points (such as the question of religious liberty) which we would like to 
see clarified by the coming Second Vatican Council." KBPS, Geneva 
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woC £ccepts Russian Church and Others 
ean vhurceh and Others 


(New Delhi) - Twenty-three churches - 18 Protestant, four Orthodox and one 
Anglican - were voted into membership by the World Council of Churches at 
its Third Assembly here today. 


Heading the list, from the standpoint of numerical strength, is the 
Orthodox Church of Russia, whose membership is estimated to be between en 
and s5O0e milion. 


Others accepted include the Orthodox Churches of Rumania, Bulgaria, 
and Poland, and two Chilean Pentecostal churches. The latter are the first 
of the Pentecostal tradition to join the World Council. 


The vote on each of the 23 applicants, according to an interim report 
from the tellers, easily surpassed the two-thirds majority required for 
admission. In accordance with the wcc constitution, each member church 
had one vote, regardless of the size of its delegation. A detailed tally 
was not ready when the business session adjourned at mid-day. 


After the written ballot had been taken, two American churches of 
Hastern European origin announced that they had abstained from voting on 
the Russian Orthodox application. 
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Other parts of the world represented in the new 6toup are New Caledonia, 
Pakistan, Trinidad, New Hebrides, Samoa and the United States. Dr. Visser 
't Hooft pointed out that this was the first time the Council had hadiappii- 
Cationsi-fnom churches in the islands of the Pacisic. 


Confessionally, the approved churches consisted of five Presbyterian, 
four Orthodox, three Lutheran, three Evangelical, two Congregationalist, 
two Pentecostal, one United, one Moravian, one Baptist, and one Anglican : 
churches. 


Before their applications were acted upon, the churches had expressed 
their agreement with the WCC's stated basis for membership. Churches in 
the Council "accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour", 


The churches admitted, listed in the order they applied, are as follows: 


The United Church of Central Africa in Rhodesia (16,209 }nembers): 
Iglesia Pentecostal de Chile (10,000); Moravian Church in the Western Cape 
Province (30,000); Eglise Evangelique en Nouvelle-Caledonie et aux iles 
Loyaute (15,600); Union des Eglises Baptistes du Cameroun (15,000); the 
Crthodox Church of Russia. 


Also, United Presbyterian Church of Pakistan (125,000); the Church 
of the Province of Uganda and Ruanda-Urundi (1,500,000); Presbyterian 
Church in the Cameroons (72,618); the Presbyterian Church in Trinidad 
(25,000); the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church of America or Suomi 
Synod (35,589): Mision Iglesia Pentecostal (Chile) (10,000); Bulgarian 
Orthodox Church (5,967,992): Eglise Evangelique du Gabon (20,000); the 
Bantu Congregational Church in South Africa (12,000); the Presbyterian 
Church of Nigeria (15,292), 


Also, Rumanian Orthodox Church (13,000,000); Evangelical (Lutheran) 
Church of North Western Tanganyika (52,933): Eglise Evangelique Manianga 
Matadi (Congo) (28,099); Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides (12,000); 
Usambara-Digo Lutheran Church (Tanganyika) (32,150); Orthodox Church of 
Poland (400,000); and the Congregational Christian Church in Samoa 
(67,735). EPS, Geneva 


Christian Witness Must Be Specific Devanandan Savs 


(New Delhi) - The Christian witness will make an impact on a world confront- 
ed by "manifold revolution" only if it is free of "vague generalities" and 
is addressed to concrete contemporary Situations, one of Asia's leading 
Christian scholars said here November 20. 


Dee Peib le Ds Devanandan, director of the Christian Institute for the 
Study of Religion and Society, in Bangalore, India told the Third Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches that such a witness must "express more 
fully in human relations God's will for peace, justice, equality and free- 
dom on earth", 


"But Christians can do this only if they are willing to cross all 
frontiers in their relations with one another by putting loyalty to their 
common Lord above all other loyalties", he declared. 


"The Church can penetrate the vastness of its secular environment and 
fulfil its mission only when it sets forth in its local expression the 
visible marks of genuire and dynamic community", he said. 
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"The crucial role of the Christian layman in the missionary witness of 
the Church needs to be recognized", he said. "There is still so much of 
the professional in the Church's ministry which alienates the common folk 
in the farm, the factory and the market place." 


If the Gospel is to be intelligible and relevant to the common man, 
he said, Christians must accompany their Lord and meet "modern man where he 
is in his world of work, his family life, his leisure time, taking his 
secular involvement Seriously. 


"There in his work-a-day world", he Said, "we should learn to reet 
and talk together as men, as contemporary men, with the pressure of secular- 
ism upon us, with poverty for many a paramount and endless worry, with 
problems of choice to face daily, with a crying need to find some meaning 
in our existence, '!! 


The fact that Christians "confront a different world from that of our 
fathers" is clearly seen in the rapid rise of Asian and African nationalism, 
the mounting tension created by the East-West struggle, and ever increasing 
knowledge which now extends to outer space, Dr. Devanandan declared. 


"Behind the attraction for communisn for many in Asia and Africa today 
and the bitter opposition to any pretence of colonialism, there is still 
the fear that the white races will never shed their assumptions of super- 
iority whether it stems from biology, culture or more rapid progress in 
historical time", he said. EPS, Geneva 


Takenaka Asks Church To Abandon Old Patterns 
eet a banaon Jld Patterns 


(New Delhi) - A Japanese Christian leader told the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches that the churches should be as concerned with the 
prevention of social ills as they are with their cure. 


Dr. Masao Takenaka, of Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan, said that 
action should be directed toward the cause of social disease and injustice, 
and "in the formation of social policy and of structures which will provide 
the basis for the healthy development of human personality, 


Equally, he said, the churches must be flexible enough to revamp trad- 
itional service programmes to meet Changing world needs. Dr. Takenaka said 
concern with causes should not mean that the churches concentrate all their 
work in social action programmes and shut down traditional programmes. 


Rather, he said, it means a recognition that changing world conditions 
have opened up "vast new areas" for service. This is particularly true in 
countries in which the governments are taking over service programmes 
originally pioneered by church and other voluntary agencies, he said. 


| "What we need is not the static continuation of the old-established 
patterns, but to find out where and how the forms of voluntary service are 
most urgently needed." 


Christian social workers, he added, should be "nobile tent-dwellers, 
rather than rigid keepers of buildings". 


In this reassessment of needs, he emphasized, the laity should play a 
vital role as "the ambassedors of the Church to perform the service of the 
Church throughttheir ordinary secular life to the world". HPS, Geneva 
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Sittler Addresses Assembly on Unity Theme 


(New Delhi) - Dr. Joseph A. Sittler, Jr., professor of systematic theology 
at the Divinity School of the University of Chicago, delivered an address 
entitled, "Called to Unity", at a general session of the Third Assembly 

of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi. 


"The problem forced upon us by the events of the present decade is not 
soluble by the covert dualism of nature and grace. At a certain period in 
Christian thought and practical life this dualism worked itself out in the 
dualism of church and world, of spiritual and temporal. But the time when 
Christian theology and Christian life could operate with such a view of 
things is long past. The view was never appropriate to the organic char- 
acter of biblical speech; in the present state of man's knowledge in all 
areas it has become unintelligible. 


"It is now excruciatingly clear that Christ cannot be a light that 
lightest every man coming into the world, if he is not also the light that 
falls upon the world into which every man comes. 


". « «The root-pathos of our time is the struggle by the peoples of 
the world in many and various ways to find some principle, order or power 
which shall be strong enough to contain the raging !. . .thrones, dominions, 
principalities! which restrict and ravage human life. 


"If, to this longing of all men everywhere,we are to propose ‘Him of 
whom, and through whom, and in whom are all things!, then that proposal 
must be made in redemptive terms that are forged in the furnace of man's 
crucial engagement with nature as both potential to blessedness and poten- 
bial to hell, 


"Our vocabulary of praise has become personal, pastoral, too purely 
Spiritual, static. We have not affirmed as inherent in Christ - God's 
proper man for man's proper selfhood and society - the worlé political, 
the world economical, the world aesthetic, and all other commanded order- 
ings of actuality which flow from the ancient summons to tend this garden 
of the Lord. When atoms are disposable to the ultimate hurt then the very 
atoms must be reclaimed for God and his will. 


"If, now we put together the threat to nature and a christology whose 
scope is as endless as that threat is absolute, do we, perhaps, gain a 
fresh and urgent vision of the call of God ‘to the unity of the Church, and 
some help towards its definition and obedience? 


"It has always been within the clutch of a definite historical threat, 
or neee isity, or a sheer intolerable malaise that the Church has found her 
teaching voice. . .Doctrines are evoked, clarified, refined, given force 
and precision within the challenge of exact circumstances. The facts of 
history are the exciters of insight; the nature of the moment's need 
engenders the doctrine to serve and bless it. 


"The Church is both thrust and lured toward unity. The thrust is from 
behind and within; it is grounded in God's will and promise. The lure is 
God's same will and power operating upon the Church from the needs of 
history within which she lives her life. . .The care of the earth, the 
realm of nature as a theatre of grace, the ordering of the thick, material 
procedures that make available to or deprive men of bread and peace - 
these are christological obediences before they are practical necessities. 
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"The Church has found a melancholy number of ways to express her 
variety. She has found fewer ways to express her unity. But if we are 
indeed called to unity, and if we can Obey that call in terms of a contemp- 
orary christology expanded to the dimensions of the New Testament vision, 
we shall perhaps obey into fuller unity. For in such obedience we have the 
promise of the Divine blessing. This radio-active earth, so fecund and so 
fragile, is His creation, our sister, and the material place where we meet 
the brother in Christ's light. Ever since Hiroshima the very term light 
has ghastly meanings. But ever since creation it has had meanings glorious; 
and ever since Bethlehem meanings concrete and beckening." EPS, Geneva 


Opening Worship Service at Assembly 


(New Delhi) - The Christian Church was summoned to "make a radical break 
from purely Western ways of thought", and "to do in Asia what first-century 
Christians did in the Greek world" at the opening worship and thanksgiving 
service of the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches. The chall- 
enge was contained in a sermon delivered by U Ba Hmyin of Burma, secretary 
of the Burma Baptist Churches Union. 


The service, held in a specially constructed tent or "Shamiana", was 
preceded by a colourful procession of the 1,200 official participants in 
the Assembly. The Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox leaders from more 
than fifty countries, garbed in clerical and academic robes and a variety 
of national dress, marched from the Vigyan Bhavan Hall, where most of the 
meetings of the Assembly will be held, to the adjacent Shamiana. 


The preacher declared that "our divided condition is partly due to the 
historical ways in which the Gospel has come to us". Buy, hepadded. four 
continuance in these divisions, after we have come to see them as a hind- 
rance to the Gospel, can no longer be excused on historical STOUNUS sa: aeie 
Our unconcern, or anxiety to preserve divisive walls, is also a witnesss 
it is a witness to the fact that unity means little or nothing to us, 
because we ourselves have not been reconciled to God, and have not begun 
to share in the ministry of love and reconciliation", 


"No theology will deserve to be called ecumenical in the coming days 
which ignores Asian structures", he said. "It may use the term ecumenical, 
but it will be parochial and Western only. 


"This does not mean a disregard of the Christian heritage of the West. 
It means taking it seriously in an Asian setting." 


"The synthesis of Oriental apprehensions of Christianity to the occi- 
dental structure of thinking will result in a comprehensive universal 
theology wherein the people will hear the Gospel in their own tongues", 
he con. luied. EPS, Geneva 


Youth to Present Intercommunion Plea 


(New Delhi) - Ecumenical leed:rs will be called upon here to press for 
intercommunion between Christians of different confessions in the belief 
that “one baptism must lead us to one table". 


This ples will be presented to the Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches on behalf of a group of 160 young people who studied 
the problem during a week-long conference at the Baptist Mission Compound. 


(ava. 


oa 
a 
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The statement pointed out that, since churches generally accept the 
validity of baptism administered by denominations other than their own, 
efforts must now be made for them to accept intercommunion. 


Ne believe that the issue of intercommunion cannot be isolated from 
the life of worship, witness and service of the Church", the statement 
declared. . 


"There are avenues of ecumenical growth open to us even though we do 
not yet have full intercommunion. On the other hand, to share in these 
aspects of ecumenical life without being able to meet at the Lord's Table 
raises the question of intercommunion between local churches and on an 
ecumenical level." 


The statement called upon youth participants at the Assembly to accept 
the challenge presented at aconference of 1,800 European young people, held 
in 1960 in Lausanne, Switzerland. At that time, the youth deplored the 
fact that they were unable to gather at the Lord's Table together, and 
called upon the churches to work toward intercommunion at ecumenical 
gatherings. 


"We consider that it is the obligation of all meetings of young people 
on an ecumenical basis to consider the advances made from time to time in 
intercommunion since the Lausanne assembly", the statement said. 


It expressed concern that many churches "have not considered the 
Lausanne challenge at a high enough level", as they were requested to do by 
the WCC's Central Committee at its meeting in St. Andrew's, Scotland, last 
year. 


A consultation on communion services at ecumenical gatherings was 
held last March under the joint sponsorship of the WCC's Youth and Faith 
and Order departments. The participants agreed that at such meetings "we 
have to find that arrangement of communion services which, while respecting 
the discipline of the churches and individual consciences, gives the full- 
est possible expression to the essential oneness of the Church of Christ 
which at such gatherings we confess together". 


The statement drafted in New Delhi said: "We believe that the March 
recommendations should be accepted by the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches and by the youth departments of national cauncils for 
future youth assemblies. The recommendations, and the history behind 
them, should be a major part of the preparation of all delegates attending 
youth assemblies." 


It further called upon the Faith and Order Commission to accept the 
recommendations of the March consultation "as the basis of a practice of 
intercommunion which represents the present stage of the ecumenical 
Situation", 


The statement concluded with the expressed hope that "the ecumenical 
encounter will be such a profound, disturbing experience as shall lead 
our churches into thoroughgoing renewal, not merely the placing of new 
patches on old garments". EPS, Geneva 
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Assembly Asked to Expand WCC Work 


(New Delhi) - Five major increases in the work of the World Council of 
Churches, involving an extra cost of $218,860 a year, were called for at 
its Assembly. The budget, contained in the Central Committee's report, on 
Programme and Finance, was laid before the delegates by Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, stated clerk, 


If the proposals are approved by the Assembly it will mean that the 
WCC's annual budget will rise to $751,200 to cover its general budget. 


Other World Council activities call for a service programme budget of 
$1,106,000 to cover the basic operations of its Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service, a tentative budget of $201,150 for the 
Commission and Division of World Mission and Hvangelism, and another tenta- 


biverbudset lof $110,000. for the work of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs. 


Six snggested increases in the general budget ares 


1. The provision of $28,000 to implement work on racial and ethnic 


relations and on religious liberty to be carried out by the Division 
of Studies. 


2. The sum of $15,000 for possible new regional developments. 


Deapat, Luerease of. $20,000: to" 4 total of $30,000 in the annual alloca- 
tion to the reserve for the next Assembly's expenses. het 


4. To provide for increased expenses in the new headquarters build- 
ing now being built in Geneva. 


>» The setting aside of $25,000 against contingencies such as 
inflation. 


6. The strengthening of departments and units, at an additional cost 
of $144,860 to enable them to carry out their responsibilities more 
adequately. EPS, Geneva 


Central Committee Chairman Refutes CritLes 
mann netutes Critics 

(New Delhi) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches, said that the total development of the 
ecumenical movement is the "most convincing refutation" of the notion that 
the World Council is trying to build a "super-church". 


"We who are closest to the Council are constantly baffled how any 


such charge can be made or any such misconception can still éeXist, except 
in critics who are deliberately self-deceived", Dr. Pry told delegates 
attending the WCC's Third Assembly. 


Reporting on the activities of the Central Committee since the last 
Assembly, in 1954, Dr. Fry said that there can be no question that the 
member churches themselves determine the course of the World Council. 


"The World Council is not even an ‘outside foree!, except to the 
degree that a church or churches keep it outside", he said. "If there is 
any failure of contact, the fault goes back to the structures that the 
Churches have created or failed to create within themselves to keep in 
touch with the Council and give their guidance to it". 
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In the deliberations of the Central Committee, he said, the minority 
voice of even a single church is listened to with respect. 


"Furthermore", he continued, ". . .this has been true not only of 
certain churches but of every and any one. Churches are esteemed in the 
World Council not only for their numbers or financial power or depth of 
history, but equally for the height of their potential and: often even in 
proportion to the problems that confront and sometimes threaten to over- 
whelm them. 


"| The World Council has never experienced a really calm day since 
it came into existence, not a single twenty-four hours on which Lege Our Litt 
be phlegmatic or relaxed or introverted", he said. "God has simultaneously 
called it into life and to strenuous action. For the World Council of 
Churches, it is more than merely a matter of being swept along by the rush- 
ing stream of history, it has momentum in itself. 


"The Christian community, acing together, needs to feel an obligation 
nowadays to be the pathfinder. It will never again be enough for us to 
assume what has sometimes been called our customary role in the past, that 
of simply being critics after the fact. We need to guide or at least con- 
tribute to guiding.’ 


"The one thing surest is that the ecumenical movement no Longer,» 1f 2% 
ever was, is the affair of a coterie of specialists. The policies of the 
World Council of Churches of today griw out of the collective wisdom; they 
represent the consensus of a swelling multitude of the trusted leaders of 
the churches all over the world." 


On the financial side, he said, the WCC is "a notably frugal operation", 


in which "every rupee, franc, crown, pound. . .is carefully husbanded and 


cautiously disbursed." EPS, Geneva 


7. = 
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WCC Leader Urges Halt to Nuclear "Madness! 


_ 


(New Delhi) - An outstanding Christian authority on international affairs 
called here tonight for a halt to the "madness'of continued nuclear weapons 
testing and arms competition. 


Declaring that "in the crucible of this nuclear space age, God is 
testing the worthiness of His creatures to continue their existence on 
earth". the Rev, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde of New York cast doubt on the 
Sanity of those who contend that :"the testing ofmuliti-megaton nuclear 
weapons will promote security". 


"The reality in the case is that it accelerates the armaments race 
and enlarges the risk of catastrophic destruction", asserted Dr. Nolde, who 
is director of the Commission of the Churches on International AL Teds. 47 
an address to an evening session of the Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches convened here. 


The CCIA is a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council, which were integrated into a Single 
organization at the opening session of the WCC's Third Assembly here. 


"While peace rests tenuouslyupon a balance of terror, security in 
depth will be found only when the spirit controls the products of Science", 
Dr. Nolde told a plenary session of the Assembly. 


He said that his agency exists and operates "on the assumption that 
the churches have a right - indeed a duty - to speak to the nations fox 
peace and justice". 
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Emphasizing that the World Council andithe IMC "stand for peace", he 
said the two agencies now united into one "have sought to contribute to 
international goodwill and to give to peace the essential ingredients of 
justice, truth and freedom". 


The CCIA director reiterated the hope that "world conscience may be 
stirred and world public opinion consolidated in order that, instead of a 
general resumption of (nuclear ) tests, there may be a resumption of nego- 
tiations designed with all sincerity to bring about a reliable agreement to 
cease tests". 


"There surely could be no justification either in the sight of God, or 
in the eyes of men", he stated, "for the explosion in the atmosphere of a 
nuclear bomb in the 50-megaton range or above." He based hig judgment on 
"grounds of the risk to health, the invitation to accelerate the armaments 
race, and the increased danger of war". 


Dr. Nolde informed the Assembly that the WCC officers had "expressed 
their profound concern and dismay at the announcement by the Soviet Union 
of its unilateral decision to resume experimental explosions of nuclear 
tests", 


He reported that he had also urged the United Nations General Assembly 
to appeal to the Soviet Union not to proceed with its announced intention 
to explode a 50-megaton weapon. 


"At any time when spokesmen for any government have proposed the uni- 
lateral resumption of tests", he said, "CCIA officers have impartially 
registered their opposition." 


a 


He recalled that the commission and’ the WCC “have consistently raised 
the question whether any nation is justified in deciding on its own 
responsibility to conduct tests, when the people of other nations in all 
parts of the worid who have not agreed may have to bear the consequences". 


Furthermore, he noted, the two agencies in 1957 urged all governments 
to forego tests for a trial period "in the hope that others would do the 
same, a new confidence would be torn, and foundations laid for reliable 
agreements", 


stressing that "the catastrophic potential of modern military machines 
does truly make premeditated recourse to war an act of maaness', Dr. Nolde 
Said the demand for "a preventive or so-called righteous woo. WoC Ls 
still heard at times like this, "must be vigorously opposed" by Christians 
everywhere. 


Despite the "inability of an expressed world opinion to bring the 
actions of nations invariably into conformity with an international stan- 
dard", he cautioned against yielding to "cynicism or despair about the 
ultimate effectiveness of negotiation, conciliation, and an assertion of 
the claims of justice". 


"While the United Nations must inevitably reflect the divisions of 
the contemporaneous scene", he said, "continuing effort is; required in 
order that this great organization may play its indispensable role in the 
promotion. of the peace and the advancement of justice.” 


In its very existence and in its varied programmes, the World Council 
"offers a distinctive contribution to better international relations", 
according to the CCIA director. "Its membership crosses frontiers of race 
and nationality, and in many instances its activities - fully justified in 
their own right - take on added significance when viewed in the perspective 
of international affairs." 
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"The first battle-line of the WCC in its offense against war and 
injustice is drawn in these far-flung programmes rooted in the faith and 


action of its constituent members", he said. "It is on this background 
that the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs proceeds with 
its work." HPS, Geneva 


Church Aims Outlined 


(New Delhi) - In another session the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most 
Rev. Arthur Michael Ramsey, told the Assembly that a world yearning for 
unity "is shocked when the Church fails to manifest it". 


Speaking on the subject of "Faith and Order", Dr. Ramsey noted that 
the world's criticism of the Church "must rightly humble us", but that 
Christians should not "accept the world's conception of the matter". 


"The world does not hear the call to holiness, and does not care for 
the truth in Christ", the archbishop Said, pointing out that both holiness 
and truth are integrally related to unity in the Bible. 


"But the world has its own care for unity, albeit conceived in a 
secular way", he said. "It desires that men and nations shall be joined 
to each other and the forces which separate them removed. 


"It is not just unity - togetherness with one another - that we seek 
- + e', he continued. "It is for unity in truth and holiness that we work 
Sndapreay, forvthat ie Christ's supernatural gift to us. Let that always 
be made clear. 


"A movement which coneentrates on unity as an isolated concept can 
mislead the world and mislead us, as indeed would a movement which had the 
exclusive label of holiness or the exclusive label of truth." 


Dr. Ramsey noted that the quest for unity involves the ascetical as 
well as the intellectual and the diplomatic and ethical. It further invol- 
ves the negotiation of the union of the churches, and of bringing the 
churches into practical fellowship, he added. 


"It includes the task within them all, of learning. the truth in 
Perret. lo ecripture,) in the Fathers, in the liturgies, in contemporary 
scholarship, in the self-criticism of systems and formulations, a task in 
which we have been finding ourselves, thank God, rather less like rivals 
and rather more like fellow-learners", he said. 


The Anglican primate pointed out that unity also involves acting in 
Christian conscience so that the Church has a voice and an impact, minist- 
ering to the homeless and hungry, and being consecrated to Christ. 


"Because our task is such", he Said, "it has both a divine urgency 
and a divine patience. 


"Yet as the way of holiness cannot be hurried, and the way of truth 
cannot be hurried, so too there is concerning unity a divine patience. 
Guarding ourselves against confusing divine patience and our human sloth, 
we know that there is a divine patience, to be imitated in our patience 
with others, in our patience with ourselves, and in our patience with God's 
age-long patience." EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox Position Given 


(New Delhi) - Speaking at the same session, a Greek Orthodox theologian 
declared that Church union, in Orthodox thinking, is "an absolute reality 
pre-established by God" and not "a ‘spiritualized!, Sentimental, humanistic 
expression of good will". Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, a layman who is assistant 
director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, told the 


Assembly: 


", . .The Church does not move towards unity through the comparison of 
conceptions of unity, but lives. out of the union between God and man, 
realized in the communion of the Church as union of men in the Son of Man. 


"We are not here to create unity but to recapture it in its vast 
universal dimensions. . 


"The unity of which we speak is not something given to the Church from 
& source outside the Church after that Church has arisen from other 
causes. It is the sine qua non of the very existence of the Church implan- 
ted by the Holy Spirit among men." . 


This being so, he said, "the unique contribution of Orthodoxy to the 
discussion on church unity lies in its Simple reminder that the unbroken 
continuity of the life of the historical Church has a far greater authority 
than any confessional statement of a local church which attempts to explain 
and justify its separateness", 


"The life of the Church in itself and by itself is the most solid 
authority because it perpetuates the event of Pentecost", he added. 


Dr. Nissiotis declared that the witness of the Orthodox churches is 
Mot simply cthat of a sign-post, showing other churches the path towards 
unity", but includes service to unity. 


Such service is possible only when the word "orthodox" is fully under- 
stood as an inclusive rather than as an exclusive term, he explained. 
Orthodoxy, he said, "includes all those churches and believers who seek to 
offer an honest confession and achieve a life which is untouched by heresies 
and schisms and to arrive at the wholeness of the divine revelation in 
Christ". 


The theologian said that "this dynamic understanding" of Orthodoxy 
requires giving up its "defensive, confessional-apologetic attitude'', which 
uses such slogans as "come back to us" or "let us go back to the first 
eight centuries". EPS, Geneva 


Youth Seen Impatient Over Slow Face of Church Unity 


(New Delhi) - The Rev. Philip A. Potter of London, also addressing the 
session, accused the World Council of Churches and its member bodies of 
not making specific demonstrations of Christian unity rapidly enough to 
satisfy their youth and members of the younger churches in Asia and Africa. 


"We are in serious danger of driving young people into despair of the 
churches and therefore in flight away from them", said Mr. A, Potter, who 
is chairman of the World Student Christian Federation and secretary for 
West Africa and the West Indies for the Methodist Missionary Society of 
Great, Britain. 
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The work of the Faith and Order branch of the ecumenical movement, he 
added, "may perish for lack of younger men and women to take it up, because 
they despair of anything really happening (in it)". The same thing, he 
said, "could equally be said about the younger churches, for whom. . .the 
problem of union is one of life and death". 


Further, he asserted that "the real pressure and urgency" for such 
advance "come precisely from youth and students, the missionary movement, 
and the churches set in a predominantly non-Christian environment". 


Ihe former secretary of the WCC Youth Department said all these 
groups "cherish a dynamic rather than a static conception of the Church!" 
and are deeply interested in the ecumenical movement, but they find their 
readiness to act frustrated by fixed ecclesiastical and institutional forms 
and policies. 


Because of their "openness for the present and future in acts of obedi- 
ence to God's will in the here-and-now", he urged the World Council to 
"take heed of the very urgent questions which they pose for Faith and Order". 


Along with the basic problem that "the churches are not Willingste 
manifest the unity which is not only given in Christ but which is given 
here and now in so much about which there is definite agreement", 

Mr. Potter cited these related issues raised by those for whom he undertook 
to speaks 


(1) Institutionalism: "They see themselves hedged in and hanpered 
by ecclesiastical, missionary, and even - at times - ecumenical structures 
» « .Our institutions are the focus around which we bar ourselves from 
manifesting our unity and become sterile."! 


(2) Bars to interconmunion among members of different churches who 
have received the one Christian baptism and have been incorporated in the 
one Body of Christ, who together worship and dedicate themselves to 
service inspired by the one Holy Spirit. 


(3) Dominance of Faith and Order discussions by Western scholastic 
terminology and formulations. Such discussions ought to be brought "into 
the market-place of the laity and of churches cradled in radically differ- 
ent cultural and intellectual environnents', according to Mr. Potter. 


(4) "The relation between autonomous younger churches seeking to 
enter into union with other churches. . .and the pressures of world con- 
fessionalism in the ecumenical era 


"The peculiarity of this generation of younger people", the WSCF 
chairman said, "has been their sense of churchmanship, their growing parti- 
cipation in the life of their churches ag critical, responsible members. 


"This churchmanship expresses itself in a profound awareness of their 
calling to witness and service in a turbulent, exciting, changing and 
travailing world. And such a churchmanship drives them to seek out their 
brethren in the faith in their locality and beyond, so that they can to- 
gether witness to the faith which is given and is therefore to be shared. 

HPS, Geneva 
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Messages Received from Orthodox Leaders 


(New Delhi) - Following acceptance of the Russian Orthodox Church into WCC 
membership in an earlier session, a message was received from Alexis, 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia. Read to the Assembly by Archbishop 
Nikodin, head of the Russian delegation, the message declared that the 
preservation and consolidation of world peace "is the basic problem of the 
times". 


In today's tense atmosphere, it said, all Christians "must resolutely 
call upon and induce the leaders of states to start negotiations with the 
aim of achieving at least agreement on universal and complete disarmament, 
with effective international control, and also on other problems that are 
a source of concern to mankind". 


The message received from His All Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch 
athenacoras defined unity in Christ as "the quest of our times". Such 
unity, he said, must find expression in "sincere co-operation and communion 
of love and sacrifice amongst all who confess our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and. saviour’, 


From the Ethiopian Orthodox Church came a message which, while prais- 
ing the ecumenical movement as evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit, 
pointed to the inadequacy of many verbal definitions of doctrine as the 
cause of mutual misunderstandings and consequent schisms in the past. It 
asked that a closer study of the traditional doctrines be made with a view 
to evolving clearer and less inadequate verbal definitions. 


Concerning missions and witness, the message said the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church was "conscious of having been tardy all through its history 
in sending out preachers of the Gospel among non-Christians". 


"What we need more than anything else is a renewed sense of mission 
PoPnoidvup before the world Jesus Christ as the Light of the World", at 
declared. 


Speaking of "Service", the message said that Ethiopia is "struggling 
hard to break loose from the torpor of centuries and the best service the 
Church can do at present is to co-operate with the State in all its 
SEL OCT SH jeiue't! 


It continued: "The Ethiopian Orthodox Church is particularly con- 
scious of a very serious situation in the continent of Africa today. As 
region after region of this vast continent is throwing away colonial rule 
and awakening to a newly self-constious nationhood, the natural impulse 
for people is to throw away the religion also that has been associated 
with the colonial rulers. There is the grave danger of Christianity being 
given up as the white man's religion, unfit for coloured races. This 
state of affairs is further aggravated by the profession of Christianity 
by the leaders of the apartheid policy of South Africa. In this context, 
an ancient church which has been native in this continent from the early 
centuries of the Christian era has special opportunities and responsibilities." 

EPS, Geneva 


Laity's Role Discussed 


(New Delhi) - Laity'!s role in the Church was the subject of an earlier 
session. Three speakers shared the platform. Mr. E. Varkey Matthew, 
advocate of the Supreme Court of India at Bangalore, said there is no 
Christian basis whatsoever for "any lawyer to wash his hands of dirty cases". 
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Other speakers were Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, director of the West 
German Broadcasting Service in Cologne, and Miss Edith M. Batten, principal 
of William Temple College in Rugby, England. Presiding was Bishop Otto 
Dibelius of Berlin, Germany. 


Mr Matthew asserted that the Christian Church nust stand behind the 
lawyer "who is duty bound to fight seemingly hopeless cases of notorious 
criminals and law breakers and who, in the process, becomes someone with 
fingers soiled by dirty affairs". 


"The Christian lawyer must realize that he cannot work out his own 
Salvation by developing his spiritual dimensions on the basis of his moral 
choice of right and wrong", he said. 


"Instead he must own that both he and his client are caught up in the 
tragedy and dilemma of sin that needs forgiveness at every stage and which 
forgiveness is freely offered in Christ Jesus." 


Mr. Matthew was sharply critical of those church members who, in the 
new India, have compiled a "very poor record of active political work". 


He said that a large percentage of sensitive Christians are found 
among the moral enthusiasts in the country who, out of revulsion against 
corruption and compromises practised in political parties, "swear by 
'partyless democracy!, whatever that means". 


some Christian idealists, he added, disillusioned after a moral cru- 
sade against these continuing problems, "have left parLy poligigs:.. choogime 
Christian vocations where the ambiguities remain unexanined". 


"The Church is so much engrossed in the PUNNnIng Of ite institutions 
and in the maintenance of its personnel that it has failed to emphasize 
the enormous importance of the vocation of Christians within party organi- 
zations", Mr. Matthew said. 


wihe few Christians who are * found “in the ‘field of politics and parties 
have no sense of belonging as the Church has yet to develop that dimension 
by which political involvement through its laity becomes part of its own 
being." 


Another panelist warned that "laymen in the dispersion" may despair 
if the institutionalized churches are slow to meet the challenge of the 
present, or deliberately pursue policies or programmes which are unrelated 
to the realities of the contemporary situation. 


This note was sounded by Miss Edith M. Batten, principal of Willian 
Temple College in Rugby, England, which has sought to confront laymen with 
the relevance of the Gospel in their professional lives. 


“We are continually troubled when those who have been to the college 
try to establish some relationship with a local church, but are unable to 
do so", Miss Batten remarked. "This is not because these laymen are un- 
willing to face the demands of the Gospel, but because the local church 
is unwilling to face the challenge of the laymen in this situation." 


Unless this situation is changed, she warned, "we may see new ‘lay 
movements! springing up with little regard for the faith or order of the 
existing churches." 
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In his talk, Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, director of the West German 
Broadcasting Service in Cologne, said the concept of the laity has been 
broadened since the World Council's last assembly in 1954. 


There is now, he said, an "important recognition that the entire 
Church is living a continuous process of being gathered and scattered in 
everyday life", 


Dr. von Bismarck said that "the ecumenical conversation on the question 
of the laity is (now) concentrated on how to find the right way for clergy 
and laity to complement one anotherzin the different ministries of the 
Charest: EPS, Geneva 


WCC Leaders Visit Gandhi's Memorial 


The WCC's presidents and other top-ranking officials of the organization 
placed wreaths on Mahtma Gandhi's memorial in the Indian capital in a 
ceremony on Tuesday, November 21. 


The five presidents are Bishop S. U. Barbieri (Argentina), Bishop Otto 
Dibelius (Germany), Archbishop Iakovos (USA), Metropolitan Juhanon Mar 
Thoma (India) and Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill (USA). 


There were accompanied by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry GUSTO chairmen of 
the WCC's Central Committee, and Dr. Ernest Payne (Great Britain), vice- 
chairman of the Central Committee. EPS, Geneva 


India Holds Reception for Participants 


The goodwill and hospitality of the Government of India to the Third Assem- 
bly was expressed at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, the residence of the President 
of India, when the Vice-President of the Republic of India, Dr. 9S. 
Radhakrishnan, received participants Tuesday, November 21. 


Vice-President Radhakrishnan is one of the most distinguished of 
Indian intellectuals, and a student of religion. He was formerly Spalding 
Professor of Hastern Religions in the University of Oxford. 


On duty for the reception were members of the Presidential bodyguard. 
The tradition of the Guard goes back over 200 years, and was formerly the 
Viceroy of India's bodyguard. Each man is chosen for his handsome appear- 
ance, stately bearing and horsemanship. EPS, Geneva 
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2,000 Worshippers Attend Communion Service 


(New Delhi) - A plea to Christians not to become so busy with God's work 
that they have no time for God Himself was voiced here by the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, Anglican bishop of Kurunagala, Ceylon. 


Bishop De Mel stressed the need for "stillness" for "our restless 
Spirits in daily life". and here "in this Assembly", in a sermon preached 
before 2,000 participants and guests at a service of Holy Communion on 
November 26 for the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


An estimated 1,50C worshippers knelt at improvised altars to receive 
the Lord's Supper according to the Anglican rite of the Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, the host church. The service took place ina 
huge outdoor shamiana or tent next to the Vigyan Bhavan where the WCC is in 
session for 18 days. 


All who are "baptized communicant members of their churches" were 
invited to participate in the communion. Most of those present did so, 
with the exception of representatives of the Orthodox Church and gome 
branches of the Lutheran Church which do not subscribe to the practice of 
open communion. 


The celebrant was the Rt. Rev. Freéerick Willis, Bishop of Delhi. 
Presiding was the Most Rev. Arabindo Nath Mukerjee, Metropolitan of the 
Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon. The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, was present in the Sanctuary but was not an 
officiant. 
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A total of 30, including archbishops, bishops, metropolitans and 
priests, administered the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper. They inclu- 
ded metropolitans of the Mar Thoma Syrian Orthodox Church and bishops of 
the Philippine Independent Church in addition to clergy of the host church, 
as well as such Anglican prelates as the Most Rev. Frank Woods, Archbishop 
of Melbourne; the Rt. Rev. John Sadiq, Bishop of Nagpur; the Rt. Rev. 
Chandu Ray, Lahore; the Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, presiding bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the USA, and the Most Rev. Norman 
Lesser, Archbishop of New Zealand. ; 


Bishop De Mel urged the delegates to attempt to look at the world 
"with the calm, compassionate eyes of Jesus". He presented the Cross of 
Christ as the answer to the suffering, pain and squalor of this world. 
The suffering of our Lord, he said, showed that suffering need not be 
thrown away as useless "but may be a ladder to the feet of God". 


In "this strange age of hearty back-slapping and first names, many 
churchmen have lost the necessary sense of reverence and quiet", Bishop 
De Mel said. He attributed this to "the awful materialistic environment 
we live in" and pleaded for Christians to put away so much activism and 
become "meek torchbearers to the Light of the World". EPS, Geneva 


social Change Forces Church to Move 


(New Detna) = "Any church which is static or purely introspective is com- 
mitting suicide in a dynamic auto-directed society", warned Prof. Egbert 
de Vries, rector of the International Institute of Social Studies, the 
Hague, the Netherlands. He addressed the Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches on "The Challenge of Social Change". He is the out- 
going chairman of the WCC's Department on Church and Society. 


Pointing out that some western churches have run into the danger of 
becoming static and introspective, Dr. de Vries remarked: 


"One of the basic lessons to be learned by the churches in the West 
is to differentiate between the message of the Gospel and the socio-economic- 
political structure of modern western society. 


"There is no hope for a retreat into a pioneer Pir ven Or ea plese ule 
attitude of free man in a free society or of a free soul in an unfree 
society. The main reason is that one cannot keep society out of the home 
by closing the church door. Dynamic society walks in though the docrs be 
shut." 


Dr. de Vries further noted that another "Christian illusion" - akin 
to those of Puritanism and pietism - is that the Church can fulfill its 
responsibility by "prophesying apocalyptic doom". 


"Sheer condemnation of social institutions or governmental shortsight- 
edness or rampant greed is another form of escapism", he said. "The holier- 
than-thou attitude has often closed doors for a new interpretation of the 
Gospel." 


Pointing out that Christians believe that the entire human race takes 
part in the redeeming love of God in Christ, Dr. de Vries remarked: "The 
whole world is not only at the doorstep of every church in a metropolitan 
slum area, it knocks also at the door of the quiet, perhaps placid, village 
churches in Kurope or the rural areas in North America. 


<< 
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"It does so by changing the social environment in which church members 
live", he continued. "It does so by changing their aspirations, their 
attitude, their behaviour. This includes dangers but it also opens wide, 
world-wide ecumenical perspectives for the churches." 


Dr. de Vries further noted that the churches are discovering that 
they can become mutually enriched by ecumenical contacts and by working 
together. "The ecumenical movement in a dynamic age is a Godzgiven tool 
for the renewal of church life all around the world", he said. EPS, Geneva 


Sir Francis Ibiam Attacks Racism 


(New Delhi) - A prominent African Christian layman asked the World Council 
of Churches to urge the governments of five countries to "reconsider their 
policies which tend to create fear and distrust, and which may ultimately 
lead to physical and dangerous disturbances in the world". 


Sir Francis Ibiam, Governor of Eastern Nigeria, named the USSR, the 
Central African Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, France, Portugal 
and Ghana as countries to whose heads of state or governments the WCC 
should address such a "letter of appeal", 


He also.repeated a charge he made several months ago that "certain 
governments, including those of South Africa and the Central African 
Federation, hold that Africans are not human beings but slaves for their 
own benefit and comfort". 


Because of a delay in Sir Francis! arrival from Nigeria, the address 
he prepared and was scheduled to deliver at the Wcc Assembly here was read 
by his wife, Lady Ibiam. 


The Governor claimed that the Christian Church in Africa must grow in 
Stature and quality as Africa grows up politically. 


Formerly principal of the Hope Waddell Institution of the Church of 
Scotland at Calabar, and a graduate in medicine of Kdinburgh University, 
Sir Francis said that the Church universal must set itself the important 
task of "removing all unnecessary odds and obstacles which hurt and make 
difficulties for the African". 


After pointing out many of the indignities which people of African 


descent suffer in the United States and elsewhere, Sir Francis pointedly 


asked the Assembly what "possible harm can come to a white man because he 
Sits next to me, a black man; whether it be in a restaurant, cinema hall, 
in the park, at school, university or even in church." 


"It would seem that those who engineer and encourage discrimination 
against the African only because of the dark colour of his skin are trying 
to be cleverer than God", he said. 


The Church of Christ must obstinately refuse to lend support in any 
way to these acts which seriously stand in the way of the acceptance of 
the Good News by the people of Africa. 


Sir Francis accused Portugal of waging a war of annihilation in 
Angola, and Belgium of shamelessly betraying the Congo, and said that the 
Huropean powers "have done and are doing their best to dis-organize and 
finally break up that unfortunate country". 


No. 45 - 29th November, 1961 A 


"If the Western powers had been as eager and determined to unite the 
people of the Congo as they are towards the unification of Germany, the 
confusion in the Congo would have been settled long ago, and faithful and 
energetic Dag Hammarskjold would surely have been alive today", he said. 


"All the great wars of the present century have been caused by white 
nations and they are fast preparing for another." 


The Nigerian Governor charged that "discrimination is as rife in the 
Church of Christ as it is in secular life, and it is the largest millstone 
which hangs round the neck of some church folk and some Church authorities". 


On the role of the missionary in Aerie, Gor saad. that this must. be 
carefully reviewed. The missionary was too often a "suardian of white 
Supremacy". He lived in a special clique and rarely visited the homes of 
African Christians let alone non-Christians. But Africa was still anxious 
to have the co-operation of missionaries on terms of equal partnership and 
mutual respect. EPS, Geneva 


Revolution a Challenge to the Church 


(New Delhi) - The present revolutionary ferment in Africa and Asia "has 
within it the promise of Christ for a fuller and richer human life for men 
and society", in the opinion of a leading Indian layman. "And the witness 
of the Church to this promise involves its participation in the tasks of 
building the new secular structures of political, economic and social life, 
conducive to true responsible human living, and in the search for their 
new moral and cultural foundations", he said. 


The speaker, Mr. M. M. Thomas, associate director of the Christian 
Institute for the Study of Religion and Society at Bangalore, India, 
addressed a general session of the Assembly. 


He described the Christian concern for politics in the new nations as 
the area "most neglected by the churches of Africa and Asia and the most 
urgently needed for the fulfillment of their total social mission". He 
attributed this situation to both the Church's historic identification with 
Western culture and power and also the Church's pietism and fear of organ- 
ized group action to change social and political structures. 


"Christians should support and strengthen the idea of a secular state 
or a neutral state as the sheet anchor of national unity and national 
development" despite certain dangers inherent in the secular state, he said. 


A second major problem, according to Mr. Thomas, is the question of 
achieving national integration. "Friends from the West", he said, "think 
of Africa and Asia as ultra-nationalistic; but in the newly independent 
nations, we are finding it difficult to sell nationalism, which tends to 
be weakened by tribal, racial, caste, linguistic and regional separatism. 


"Christians have a special duty", he added, "to make their contribu- 
tions to build up. . .essentials of national pve! 


Christian missions in the new nations have tended to follow two 
patterns, Mr. Thomas said. The first was the mission compound patterned 
after Western culture which became culturally rootless. The second pattern 
was that of the mass-movement conversion which produced communities now as 
disorganized as other traditional communities. 
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Both these patterns are now irrelevant and churches and Christians 
today must "make their contribution to the Spirit and form of the new 
Secular society - a harder task than building segregated Christian communi- 
ties," 


VES means,however, that the members of the Church need the training 
to penetrate secular, social and cultural institutions with the Spirit tvot 
Christ and His Kingdom without seeking to control them", he said, 


Mr. Thomas voiced the hope that "within the context of Christian part- 
nership with non-Christians in building the nation, and as integral “tovi tj 
there will naturally develop a real dialogue on the nature and destiny of 
man among the adherents of Christianity, non-Christian religions and 
secular. faiths". 


This, he concluded, "will give to our confession of Christ ag Lord 
and Saviour a challenging relevance not known before", HPS, Geneva 


Population Number One Problem, Pagley Asserts 


(New Delhi) - The problem of population is "the most neglected great social 
problem in the world today", according to Dr. Richard M. Fagley, executive 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. He 
spoke here (Monday, November 27) on "The Population Problem and Christian 
Responsibility at a programme for visitors to the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. 


"This massive increase is utterly without precedent in the past ages 
of man", -he ésaid', 


"During the past 35 years, 4/5ths of the human increase, or 800 million 
persons, have been added to the population of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America - the regions least prepared to cope with a rapid population growth", 
he said. 


"Unless answers are found, it probably means catastrophe in one form or 
another for many of the developing societies," 


This situation is attributable to "international disease control" 
which has dramatically cut death rates in the newer nations, according to 
Dr. Fagley. 


"Now let it be underscored", he said, "that Christians thank God Zor 
these dramatically successful publie health programmes. . .The fault does 
not lie with the public health programmes but in the failure to match them 
with programmes of comparable effectiveness in the fields of agricultural 
and industrial development, and in education and community organization 
essential to an extension of family planning." 


Discussing "panaceas" or "an easy way out" sought by those who desire 
"an escape from the need for family planning", the American churchman 
mentioned various proposed solutions such as migration, rising standards 
of living and improved methods of agriculture. None of these can succeed 
without family planning, he said. 


He added that a sober consideration of the Situation presses home the 
conclusion that no strategy of development can succeed without a fairly 
rapid as well as massive extension of family limitation in some form. 
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On the other hand, he stressed that "no acceptable approach to family 
limitation in the deveioping countries can succeed unless it is part of and 
reinforced by a much wider strategy of development. Development and 
family planning are not alternative solutions." 


Dr. Fagley asserted that "none of the major religions and no branch 
of Christianity insists on unlimited procreation". 


Describing the "emerging Protestant consensus! on family planning, the 
speaker stated that "both marital companionship and parenthood. . .are 
seen to be not subordinate one to the other, but independently valid, 
There is here a return to the Biblical understanding of the essential good- 
ness of sex in marriage, as part of God's creation.'"! 


He suggested that some of the countries prepared to help in this. 
field of family planning, such as the Scandinavian countries, join with 
countries who wish assistance, such as India and Pakistan, in "an ad hoc 
international group to further technical co-operation in this area", 


"Hach of us" who shares the growing Protestant body of conviction "can 
help at least a little to further a more responsible approach" to this 
neglected problem, he said. EPS, Geneva 


Work of Inter-Church Aid Presented 


(New Delhi) - A dramatic intervention by the Arshbishop of East Africa, 
the Most Reverend Leonard J. Beecher, brought the edge of reality to a 
presentation here of the work of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


The presentation to the WCC's Third Assembly at the Vigyan Bhavan took 
the form of a film, incorporating newsreel material and still photographs, 
showing the help that Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican churches Combine 
to give all over the world to the victims of natural disasters and social 
upheavals. 


Paintings by old masters and Asian artists were included in the film 
to illustrate the theme that "God is our refuge and strength" and there 
was a commentary, spoken by Dame Flora Robson and Sir Michael Redgrave, 
famed stars of stage and screen, that was made up of passages from the 
Bible. 


This film was stopped at various points so that WCC staffers from 
Asia, Africa and Europe could tell the Assembly delegates of their own 
involvement in this work of compassion for refugees, the starving, and the 
homeless in all its diversity. 


Halfway through the programme the Archbishop of East Africa walked on 
to the stage to bring news of what he had seen during the last few weeks 
of the sufferings of victims of drought and flood in Kenya. 


"People have been rescued from their homes by helicopter. Altogether, 
there are 400,000 persons in Kenya who are receiving famine relief. Of 
these, 265,000 will need relief for six months and the rest, in Masailand, 
for one year, It will be between five and six years before the country- 
side is back to normal. 
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"The Division of Inter-Church Aid and Servic: to Refugees of the World 
Council of Churches has sent us £10,000 ($28,000) to help in the work of 
rehabilitating these people and we are most grateful." 


The presentation ranged from typhoons in Japan to earthquakes in 
Agadir, and from Hungary to Hong Kong. 


In his introduction, the Rev. Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, stated clerk 
(chief administrative office) of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
stressed that the churches are often able to help victims of disasters 
before governments can act and sometimes continue to aid victims long after 
the emergency is officially at an end. 


"This help is given to people of every creed, race and colours Mime 
Blake said. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Breaks with Tradition : Elects Two Laymen to Presidium 


(New Delhi ) - Mid-way through its Third Assembly, now meeting here, the 
World Council of Churches made a break with tradition by electing two lay- 
men to its presidium. 


They are Sir Francis Ibiam, governor of the Eastern Province of 
Nigeria, physician, and distinguished Presbyterian, and Mr. Charles C. 
Parlin (USA), an outstanding Methodist and a senior member of a law firm 
in New York City. : 


The first and only other lay president of the WCC until now was 
Miss Sarah Chakko, who was asked to fill a vacancy that had occurred in the 
presidium between the first and second Assemblies. Miss Chakko, principal 
of the Women's Christian College at Lucknow, had served for only a few 
months when she died from a heart attack. 


Four more presidents have been elected by the Assembly. They are the 
100th Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. A. Michael Ramsey) who is Primate of 
All England and Metropolitan of the Anglican Communion; Archbishop Iakovos 
of the Greek Archdiocese of North and South America; Dr. Martin Niemoller, 
president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau, and a member of the 
WCC's Executive Committee; and the Rev. Dr. David G. Moses, principal of 
Hislop College, Nagpur, India. 


To honour another great layman, Dr. J. H. Oldham (Great Britain), a 
pioneer of the modern ecumenical movement, the Assembly has revived the 
office of "honorary president". This title, which stands first among all 
the WCC's officers, was last held by Dr. George K. A. Bell, the former 
Anglican Bishop of Chichester, who died in 1958. 
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The Assembly has also chosenits Central Committee - the body which is 
responsible for policy-making between Assemblies of this fellowship of 198 
autonomous Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican Churches in 60 countries. 


Because of the integration of the International Missionary Council 
with the WCC - the first action taken by the Assembly at its opening 
session on November 19 - the 577 delegates present have stepped up the 
membership of the Central Committee from 90 to 100 members. They will 
hold office until the Fourth Assembly and will determine when and where 
this shall take place. I+t will probably be held six or seven years from 
now. 


Russian Church Represented 


The entry into membership at New Delhi of the Russian Orthodox Church 
is reflected in the election of five Russian representatives to the Central 
Committee. Their election increases the representation of BHastern Orthodox 
Churches on the Central Committee from 12 to iis 


There are also representatives from churches in Hungary, Rumania, and 
Czechoslovakia; from Ghana, Ethiopia, Tanganyika, Kenya, Cameroun, Mada- 
gascar, and South Africa; from Sarawak and Indonesia; from Brazil and 
the Argentine; and from Finland and the Philippines. 


There are now 21 representatives from North America - one fewer than 
on the old committee. African representation has been increased from five 
to nine. Asian representation is now 13, an increase of one and from 
Latin America it is three, instead of the one member on the old body. 


Representation from Great Britain continues at 10 and from Australia 
and New Zealand at five. 


Fifteen members of the new Central Committee are lay persons of whom 
five are women. The remaining 85 are clergymen. They include 39 bishops, 
archbishops, and metropolitans of Anglican, Orthodox, and Methodist churches. 


The denominational spread of the members is Orthodox 17, Lutheran 16, 
Reformed 15, Anglican 12, Methodist 11, United Churches 10, Baptist 5, 
Congregationalist 4, Syrian Orthodox 2, and one each from the Coptic 
Church, Ethiopian Church, Disciples, Old Catholics, Mar Thoma Syrian 
Church, Philippine Independent Church, Moravians, and the Salvation Army. 


Thirty-two members of the new committee served on the previous one. 
They include the former chairman and vice-chairman, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry 
and Dr. Ernest A. Payne. 


The new Central Committee meets in New Delhi, December 6-7, immediately 
after the Third Assembly adjourns, and will then elect its officers and 
committees. 


Drafting Sessions 


From the afternoon of Tuesday, November 21, until the afternoon of 
Thursday, November 30, most of the work of the Assembly has been done in 
section meetings, charged with framing the general principles which will 
guide the WCC on questions concerning Witness, Service, and Unity during 
the coming years. Major documents under all three headings will be sub- 
mitted to the Assembly in its final days. 


¥ 
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The 16 members of the delegation from the newly elected Russian 
Orthodox Church have taken an active part in these section meetings. They 
have shown a special interest in matters concerning Faith and Order but 
their participation has not been limited to this subject. 


Section meetings have been followed by committee meetings which have 
tried to translate the principles laid down by the sections into concrete 
programmes for the WCC's staff to carry out from day to day on behalf of 
the churches. 


All this has involved an immense amount of drafting in the preparation 
of reports for submitting to the full Assembly at its final plenary sessions. 
Drafters of documents have been working far into the night. As soon as 
their work has been completed it has been turned over to the army of typists 
who have worked astonishing hours behind the scenes duplicating mounds of 
documents in time for these to be on the delegates! desks next morning. 


An immense amount of ground has been covered by the sections and 
committees in their searching surveys.. This has been made possible by 
splitting the sections and committees into groups and sub-groups to wrestle 
with particular problems. Their conclusions have been later worked over 
by the full section or committee meeting together. 


Despite all this, time has been found, usually in the late evening 
and usually in the huge tent called "shamiana", in the grounds of the 
Vigyan Bhavan, India's ultra-modern conference hall where the Third 
Assembly is being held, for a series of public meetings. EPS, Geneva 


Niles on Witness 


(New Delhi) - "The Christian faith is of such a nature that it demands 
proclamation", a prominent Asienchurch leader asserted here. 


And the Christian, said Dr. D. T. Niles of Ceylon, general secretary 
of the Hast Asia Christian Conference, "must speak to prove that, only as 
men accept the dangers which lie on the road of Christ's discipleship, is 
there hope for men and for all mankind". 


Dr. Niles served as chairman of a panel discussion on "Why We Must 
Speak" at a general session of the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. Six other speakers participated in the panel devoted to 
mission and evangelism. 


Peeetatecu wnat CUnristiana ty Mie not. just a wisdom, if s0.1% can be 
taught. . .not simply:a religious life into which people can be initiated 
- e onot primarily a programme to be put into effect". 


"Tt is", he said, “in its essénce, an event to be declared. Some ~ 
thing has happened, svunething has been done, which is of decisive signifi- 
cance for each man and for all men, for each generation and for all time. 


"We must speak because these events must be proclaimed. Every man 
has the right to know them. Indeed, every man must know them. So that 
we, who know, have also the obligation to share." 


Those who charge that Christ "teaches dangerous.nonsense", Dr. Niles 
said, "put Him in a sanctuary", where "amidst soft music or hearty sing- 
ing, the chant of the liturgy, or the shout of Hallelujah, His nonsense 
can be worshipped without proving dangerous, souls can be saved without 
disturbing the world." 
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In today's world, he added, "the task of Christ's witnesses is the 
task of bringing His kind of nonsense to bear on the problems created by 
man's knowledge of atomic power, on the hopes awakened by men's desire 
everywhere to be politically free, on the realization that has come that 
this is one world and can be made safe for man, in peace, in justice and 
in plenty, only as one world." EPS, Geneva 


study on Bible Usage 


‘(New Delhi) - The World Council of Churches and the United Bible Societies 
have launched a joint study to determine specific ways in which the 
Biblical message is being set forth in evangelism. 


Dr. A. HE. Inbanathan, general secretary of the Bible Society of India 
and Ceylon, said the study will inquire into the relevance of the Bible to 
the problems of modern society, and the use of the Bible in the encounter 
with other religions. 


Announcement of the study was made here Friday, December 1, by Dr. 
Inbanathan at a general session of the World Council's Third Assembly. A 
second speaker was the Archbishop of York, Dr. Donald Coggan, president of 
the United Bible Societies. They spoke on "The Bible and the Church's Task", 


Dr. Inbanathan indicated that the study will also inquire into how 
the Bible is used as the "cutting edge" of evangelism, as a collection of 
words for today, as a source of rules for ethical behaviour, and as a book 
by which one merely proves some truths. 


The study will also seek to learn if certain parts of the Bible are 
particularly used and others considered useless or inappropriate, he said. 
‘Other questions to be raised follow: 


One - Is it true that in so-called revivalism only one particular 
stream of Biblical teaching is used? If so, what are the reasons? 


Two - Is it true that a certain newer type of so-called church evange- 
lism ig only incidentally using the Bible or standing on no Biblical basis 
as such? 


Three- What examples can be gathered as to how both of these groups 
understand salvation, history, salvation-history, Kingdom of God, and 
principalities and powers? Can such research provide insight into the 
nature of the dividing factors? EPS, Geneva 


Revival of Interest in Bible 


(New Delhi ) - Revival of interest in serious Bible study is beginning to 
appear in many parts of Christendom, the Third Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches has heard here. 


"There is evidence ofa renewed confidence in the Bible", said the 
Rev. Edwin H. Robertson of Geneva, Switzerland, study secretary of the 
United Bible Societies. 


"Tt ig limited, but considerable. What is now emerging - although it 
has not yet gone very far - is a new openness to the Bible. When both are 
fully grown, we may see the Bible used as effectively in time of peace and 
prosperity as it can be in time of crisis. But that time is not yet." 
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Mr. Robertson was one of three Speakers at a general session whose 
theme was "The Bible and the Churches! Task". The others were the Arch- 
bishop of York, the Most Rev. Frederick D. Coggan, who is president of the 
United Bible Societies, and the Rev. Dr. A. BE. Inbanathan of Bangalore, 
general secretary of the Bible Society of India and Ceylon. 


"The pressure of the new literates", the UBS study secretary said, 
"and the awful challenge of that question, 'What shall they read?! is 
enough to convince us that the distribution of Christian literature, and 
especially the Bible, is an urgent concern. 


"Yet, distribution alone is no answer. 'How shall they read?! is as 
important a question as 'What shall they read?'. . .Sheer distribution can 
be harmful or just ineffective." 


He pointed out that "there are many in Hurope today who reverently 
keep Bibles in their houses to collect dust", while others, reading the 
Seriptures, "turn away from the obvious meaning of the Word of God and seek 
to weave theories of their own making". 


Mr. Robertson cited a number of the contemporary developments in the 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches of different countries 
that involved a "quickened interest in the Bible as a guide to life". 

EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop of York on Need for Scriptures 


(New Delhi) - Expanded Christian activities in evangelism and the supply of 
Christian literature are failing to keep pace with the world's growth in 
population and literacy, the Archbhsiop of York, the Most Rev. Dr. F. D. 
Coggan, said here. 


The English prelate, who is chairman of the United Bible Societies, 
told delegates at the World Council of Churches! Third Assembly that the 
Christian percentage of the earth's population will drop. iro 335° to'20 in 
the second half of this century. 


Moreover, he said, many millions of children and adults are learning 
to read in Asia and Africa without being provided with the briefest por- 
tions of Scriptures or other Christian literature. 


Graphically illustrating his address with statistical charts, Dr. 
Coggan questioned whether "in the strategy of the Church, anything like 
enough stress is being laid on Christian literature, in view of. . .the 
menance of anti-Christian literary propaganda". 


Some portion of the Holy Scriptures now exists in 1,165 languages, 
representing the tongues spoken by 95 percent of the world's population, 
he said. But "there are still over a thousand tongues, mutually unintellig- 
ible, in which some parts at least of the Bible should be translated". 


Furthermore, many of the existing translations "desperately need radi- 
cal attention and revision in the interests of accuracy and 'meaningfulness'", 
according to the Archbishop. "Many were made by men whose zeal and devotion 
were unrivalled, but whose knowledge of the relevant languages was seriously 
limited." 


"Here is a matter of considerable urgency for the Christian Church", 
he said. "If the edge of the Church's weapon is not to be blunted by in- 
accuracy and even error, the Church must be prepared gladly to set aside its 
best men and women 
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"Here is a matter of considerable urgency for the Christian Church", 
he said. "If the edge of the Church's weapon is not to be blunted by 
inaccuracy and even error, the Church must be prepared gladly to set aside 
its best men and women, even at great cost to other departments of its 
work, to do this task which calls for technical skill, delicacy of touch 
and spiritual insight." 


He noted that recent times have seen a heightened interest in the 
Bible among Protestants, Roman Catholics and even "outside the churches". 
Biblical interest in secular spheres "is sometimes rather superficial (but ) 
it is not to be despised", Dr. Coggan said. HPS, Geneva 


Worship services at Assembly 


(New Delhi) - In addition to morning Bible study and worship services at 
the WCC's Third Assembly, a service of evening prayer has been held every 
Meant 2 On Sunday, November 26, there was an open service of Holy Communion 
in the shamiana according to the rite of the Anglican Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon - the "host" church to the Assembly. 


This service was open to all present who were baptized communicant 
members of their churches. An estimated 1,500 worshippers knelt at impro- 
vised altars to receive the Lord's Supper from 30 priests who included 
archbishops, bishops, and metropolitans. The celebrant was the Bishop of 
Delhi, the Rt. Rev. Frederick Willis. Others who took part were the metro- 
politans of the Mar Thoma Orthodox Church, the presiding bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of the USA, the Archbishop of New Zealand, -the 
Archtishop of Melbourne, and the Bishops of Nagpur and Lahore. 


The preacher was the Anglican Bishop of Kurunagala, Ceylon, the Rt. 
Rev. Lakdasa De Mel. The Archbishop of Canterbury was present in the 
Ssanctvary but did not officiate. 


Most of the congregation, many of whom wore the national dress of 
Asian and African countries, received the sacrament. Those who did not 
were some members of the Orthodox Church and branches of the Lutheran Church 
who do not subscribe to the practice of open communion. 


In addition, there have been services of the Holy Qurbana (Eucharist) 
of St. James, celebrated by delegates from the Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Malabar; the Lutheran Order of Holy Communion; and the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom by the Greek Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 


World-wide Coverage of Assembly 


(New Delhi) - Press, radio, and television services throughout the world 
have shown interest in the Assembly to a degree unprecedented for an inter- 
national conference meeting in Asia. By the time the Assembly ends, after 
being spread over 18 days, it is estimated that the cable and telegraph 
office in the Vigyan Bhavan will have despatched 225,000 words written by 
some of the world's topline journalists. 


Each of the international news services reported that they were filing 
1,500 words of despatches about the Assembly daily. The correspondents of 
world-famous newspapers cabled between 750 and 1,000 words each day. 
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Television cameras have enabled an estimated 50 million viewers around 
the world to see in their homes something of the working of the Assembly 
and to understand how the WCC works. 


Accredited to the press room of the Assembly are 350 representatives 
of the secular and religious press, cinema, television and still camera- 
Hien, and radio start, EPS, Geneva 
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Nehru Commends WCC Concern for World Issues 


(New Delhi) - Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru of India today commended 
delegates to the World Council of Churches! Third Assembly for bringing 
religious insights to bear on current international problems. 


In a 20-minute address at the plenary session December 4, he advised 
them to contribute toward peace by encouraging their people and governments 
to follow "the friendly approach" instead of aggravating "the war psychosis". 


The Indian statesman expressed confidence that what the Assembly had 
to say about the problems of the day would "exercise influence over large 
numbers of people in the world". 


He said that "apart from the problems themselves - their merits and 
demerits - what has troubled many of us here has been the. . .cold war 
approach" to these problems. 


"We have to take steps to protect our country or whatever we consider 
right and important", Mr. Nehru stated. "Nevertheless there seems to be 
no reason why, in trying to protect them, we should be offensive to each 
other (and) use language which infuriates each other. 


"The cold war is mainly the use of language in word or writing which 
is annoying, infuriating, to the other party. If we seek peace, we must 
adopt in some measure the ways of peace, a peaceful approach. 
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"This should not mean, and cannot mean, the giving up of any vital 
thing the people consider important, but (it does mean) putting forward 
even that vital matter in a peaceful way. 


"I have learned that what you give to others, you get in return", he 
said. "If you give a friendly approach, you get some kind of friendly 
return. !! 


The Prime Minister drew laughter from the Assembly when he contrasted 
"men of religion" or "saints" with politicians. One of the former, he said, 
"will stick to the truth as he sees it, regardless of consequences'!, 


"Saints are supposed to be that way, and they become martyrs because 
of it. (But) politicians ~ however great they may be - are not normally 
martyrs. . .They are constantly inclined to compromise." 


Mr. Nehru said that "it is difficult for. . .leaders chosen by demo- - 
cratic societics to express as they ought, their own frank opinion about 
matters of moment which affect their problems". He noted that the alterna- 
tive is "to reflect merely the opinion of the masses", 


In the case of politicians, he acknowledged, "obviously - normally 
Speaking - some middle way is followed". 


He explained also that "by the mere fact of the democratic process, 
they are constantly inclined to compromise. . .(But) once you begin compro- 
Mising, it is a slippery path." EPS, Geneva 


support for United Nations 


(New Delhi) - The World Council of Churches has pledged its "prayers and 
support" for the Acting Secretary General of the United Nations, His 
Excellency U Thant of Burma, "as he proceeds to fulfill the responsibilities 
of his office under the (UN) Charter". 


Action was taken by the Assembly after hearing a committee's report 
on international affairs which pointed to the UN's development "from a 
conference of national delegations into an organization with an authority 
of its own empowered to undertake specific responsibilities". 


This step forward reaquives an impertial and independent status for 
its administration , the report stated. 


The committee asserted that the UN's “task of co-operation and con- 
ciliation is seriously hampered by the absence of representatives of large 
parts of the world's population from its councils". As "the outstanding 
instance" of this it cited the People's Republic of China, and added that 
consideration should also be given to the absence of "those nations which 
have been divided by the political conflicts of our time where a solution 
has not yet been found". 


By its Charter "an organization of universal concern", the report 
said, "the United Nations is intended to include all independent nations 
which are ready to accept the obligation of membership", 


"The isolation and estrangement of the absent nations and a lack of 
balance within the organization itself, are the unfortunate outcome of 
this situation", it observed. 
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Stressed by the committee was the necessity of renewed efforts to 
reach Hast-West agreement on the abolition of nuclear weapons tests and 
solution of the Berlin controversy. 


Acknowledging that the Soviet Union's resumption of nuclear tests "has 
put the Government of the United States in a very difficult position", it 
added "the fervent hope that (Washington) will not find it necessary to 
embark on atmospheric tests". 


"The problems have not been made any easier by the events of the past 
six months", it noted, "but the situation could be improved if an immediate 
start were made on general disarmament negotiations." 


The committee said it welcomed the reactivation of the Geneva Confer- 
ence but emphasized that "the Geneva talks cannot succeed unless there is 
at least a small measure of confidence on both Sides", 


Respecting the Berlin issue, the committee reported that "representa- 
tives of churches tend to divide along national and bloc lines". 


It cited the argument of representatives of Western churches that 
"the building of a wall across a city, dividing families and churches, and 
driving humble people to desperate acts, is something which no Christian 
can condone", on the ground that "no nation has a right to use the people 
of another nation as tools for its own interest". 


On the other hand, it underscored that "the churches have a duty at 
this dangerous moment to warn the nations aginst any new provocative acts 
in the Berlin situation". 


As examples, "any further: attempt to isolate West Berlin from the 
Kast or from the West, or the arming of the Bundeswehr (West German Army) 
with nuclear weapons", were mentioned. 


In the committee's judgment, "it is possible to agree on a set of ; 
general principles which might be a guide to nations in situations of this 
kind", and it suggested the following: 


"(1) Any attempt to change an unsatisfactory situation by force must 
be opposed; 


(2) The Church has a clear duty to issue a solemn warning that any 
nation which deliberately embarks on a course of action bound to raise 
tension must be condemned; 


"(3) Settlements should involve equivalent concessions from both 
Sides; 


"(4) There should be a readiness to accept provisional settlements 
when final solutions cannot now be achieved; 


"(5) The world must learn to live patiently with problems for which, 
at the moment, no satisfactory solutions are possible." 


The committee emphatically affirmed that "since war is an offense 
against God, the task of the Christian is to do all in his power to prevent, 
and even to eliminate, war". It also urged an immediate start on disarma- 
ment negotiations. 


It asked the CCIA to provide for "an immediate study. . .of all exist- 
ing governmental plans of disarmament, with a view to analyzing them and 
extracting from them the points which are common to all, and also seeing 
what points of controversy still remain". 
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The committee also urged the CCIA to "examine the possibilities" of 
calling "a conference between Christians in the various countries with 
persons from those countries - especially the Soviet Union and the United 
States- who, in a completely confidential atmosphere, would be able to 
explain what it is that these countries have in mind" with respect to 
disarmament. 


It called disarmament "the most serious problem facing the world today", 


and asked every nation to "examine its present defense position to see 
whether there are any steps which can be taken unilaterally without endan- 
gering the nation's security". 


Recognition also was paid to the "very positive and important role" 
that the non-aligned nations have to play "in the work of conciliation in 
the present state of world tension". 


According to the committee, "it may even be that these nations are 
demonstrating a more Christian spirit than some of the nations which have 
been the traditional home of Christianity". However, it adde« the quali- 
fication that "the non-aligned nations will discharge their role in world 
affairs only as they act as responsible powers themselves". EPS, Geneva 


WCC Plea Against Anti-Semitism 


(New Delhi) - Member churches of the World Council of Churches have been 
urged "to do all in their power to resistevery form of anti-semitism". 


Delegates to the WCC's Third Assembly reaffirmed a resolution on anti- 
semitism which the World Council adopted in 1948 because, it said, "situa- 
tions continue to exist in which Jews are subject to discrimination and 
even persecution". 


The Assembly counselled the member churches that the historic events 
which led to the Crucifixion should not be so presented in Christian teach- 
ing "as to fasten upon the Jewish people of today responsibilities which 
belong to our corporate humanity and not to one race or community". 


"Jews were the first to accept Jesus and Jews are not the only ones 
who do not yet recognize him", the statement said. 


The resolution passed by the World Council at its constituting 
Assembly at Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in 1948, called upon its member 


churches "to denounce anti-semitism, no matter what its origin, as absolute- 


ly irreconcilable with the profession and practice of the Christian faith". 


"Anti-semitism is sin against God and man", it said. "Only as we give 
convincing evidence to our Jewish neighbours that we seek for them the 
common rights and dignities which God wills for His children, can we come 
to such a meeting with them as would make it possible to share with them 
the best which God has given us in Christ." 


Commenting upon the purpose of the resolution, WCC General Secretary 
Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft stressed that it did not attempt to deal with 
the theological question of the relation of the Jews to Christianity but 
was merely an attempt to condemn anti-semitism in simple language. 


In another action, the Assembly reiterated an invitation to non-member 
churches to join the World Council, providing they were willing to accept 
its basis of membership and purposes. It asked for further contacts with 
non-member churches to dispel misunderstandings, to discuss theological 
issues and to further "participation in such activities as may appear to 
be mutually desirable". BPS, Geneva 
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Pacifists and Non-Pacifists to Confer 


(New Delhi) - The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches has 
authorized the convening of a consultation between pacifists and non- 
pacifists. 


They will meet in an ecumencial setting to study the witness that the 
Christian is called upon to give to the cause of peace. The consultation, 
which will last for about one week, will consider the Biblical and theologi- 
cal bases for such witness. 


The WCC's Division of Studies will arrange the date and place of the 
consultation and issue the invitations. 


Other recommendations accepted by the delegates include a "major study" 
of the theology of Christian witness and action to demonstrate how the good 
news of Jesus Christ casts light on man's existence by showing how God is 
dealing with hin. 


A series of regional studies will be arranged on religious liberty in 
widely different circumstances and situations. Another substantial inves+ 
tigation will be concerned with the training of the ministry in the modern 
age. 


The Assembly also stressed the urgent need for a radical revision of 
theological language so that it can be made intelligible to contemporary 
people throughout the world. 


Pinally, the Assembly authorized a comprehensive enquiry into the 
problems which confront congregations in their evangelistic task. 
BES, Geneva 


Study of HKast-West Concepts of Freedom 


(New Delhi) - Christian criticism of both the Western and Communist concep- 
tion of the nature of freedom in relation to responsibility will be embodied 
in an ecumenical study avthorized by the Third Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches. 


The proposal is one of three highly complex social studies which the 
WCC will undertake on recommendation of the Assembly's Committee on Church 
and Society. 


They will be conducted under the titles, "Moral Issues in the Change 
from Traditional to Dynamic Societies", "The Social, Political and Moral 
Problems of Modern Industrial Societies", and "Racial and Ethnic Tensions 
in a Changing World Community". The first study is a follow-up of an 
exhaustive six-year WCC study on rapid social change. 


The committee pointed out that the part of the world comprising West 
urope and North America "proclaims itself par excellence the 'free world'", 
with personal freedom expressed in its political, economic and cultural 
institutions as its "assumed defining characteristic". 


This freedom, it added, is questioned by the Communist world, which 
claims a "more really effective freedom, immediately for the proletariat 
and in the future for all citizens through its classlessness and its 
greater economic potential". 
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"The assumptions of both systems", the committee observed, "demand 
Christian criticism and, if possible, by an ecumenical inquiry using the 
resources of churches on both sides of the controversy in dialogue with 
each other. But it must be above alla genuine self-examination on each 
side." 


It specifically recommended that the Study inquire into the place of 
freedom in complex economic development and social planning, and the ten- 
dency of cosnopolitan mass-culture to destroy traditional relationships 
and their discipline and to create the "anonymous man". 


It further suggested that the inquiry consider how the cold war affects 


freedom, how the ideology of scientism and technologism affects man's 
understanding of himself, and the freedom of the Church to be the Church 
under various political systems. 


The entire study on the social, political and moral problems of modern 
industrial societies will also inquire into such matters as whether the so- 
called welfare state poses problems for moral personality, and whether 
there is danger in too much security. 


Another area of concern will be the problems created by the dynamic 
economy, which is controlled by the economic motive and the autonomous 
energies of science and technology. Under this area, the study will probe 
into the stimulation of consumer demand through intensive mass advertising 
and salesmanship, the disturbance to life in industry, trade and all 
economic functions, and the problems faced by youth and the aged through 
increased leisure. 


The role of the Church in modern industrial society, the Church and 
the arts, and new dimensions of science and technology would be other areas 
within the study's scopé.. 


Another study will deal with the moral issues involved in the change 
from traditional to dynamic societies. Specific concern will be given to 
the theological implications of social change. 


The committee further recommended that the newly-established Secre- 
tariat of Racial and Ethnic Relations concentrate its study in the post- 
Assembly period to four major areas; 


One - An analysis of changing race-relations from a Christian 
perspective. 


Two - An inquiry on the meaning of race from the viewpoint of Christ- 
ian theology. 


Three - A study of issues calling for Christian action. These will 
include ethnic tensions in political life, particularly as they affact 
citizenship rights; tensions affecting economic and social life, and 
tensions within the life of the Church. 


Four - A study of the theological basis of non-violence and direct 
action. Specific attention will be given to the Christian attitude 
towards violence, and how the Gospel deals with hate, guilt and fear 
inherent in segregated societies. EPS, Geneva 
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Assembly Refines WCC Basis 


(New Delhi) - The World Council of Churches has put in more explicit terms 
the basis that has been part of its constitution ever since the ecumenical 
organization was formed in 1948. 


A revised formulation adopted at the WCC's Third Assembly here reads: 


"The World Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches which con- 
fess the Lord Jesus Christ as God ana Saviour according to the Scriptures 
and therefore seek to fulfill together their common calling to the glory 
of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit." 


It replaces a statement which Simply said that the WCC "is a fellow- 
Ship of churches which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour". 


A resounding vote of 383 to 36, with seven abstentions, supported the 
proposal, which required a two-thirds majority for passage. 


Voting was preceded by a series of about 15 brief Speeches on both 
sidés of the issue. Chief Opponents to the change were delegates of several 
member bodies - for the most part of small sige -— mainly of the Netherlands 
and the United States. 


Speaking strongly in Support of the revision were spokesmen of the 
Orthodox churches, including Archbishop Nikodin Rostov, head of the office 
of Foreign Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate. 


Also intervening in the discussion in defense of the proposed amend- 
ment was Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the WCC's retiring Central 
Committee, which has endorsed the change. EPS, Geneva 


Ecumenical Education of Youth Urged 


(New Delhi) - Christian leaders throughout the world have been called upon 
to take the ecumenical education of their young people seriously if they 
want to see the cause of Christian unity advanced in this generation. 


The plea was made to the 198 member churches of the World Council of 
Churches in the report of its Youth Committee, which was adopted at the 
WCC's Third Assembly here. Similar concern was also expressed in the 
report of the Division of Ecumenical Action. 


-Contending that nothing is more urgent for the advancement of the 
whole ecumenical movement, the Youth Committee called upon the churches to 
strengthen ecumenical education at both the denominational and parish levels. 


"It is now vital for Christian education as a whole that our churches 
should take seriously the obligation to work out in terms of Sunday school 
materials, catechetical instruction and other forms of Christian education 
of young people the implications of our common conviction that God has 
called into existence through His Son one people to manifest in witness 
and service His reconciling love for the world'', the report declared. 


"Membership in the WCC implies the determination to take seriously 
both the task of leading the membership toward a unity in Jesus Christ, 
and the task of preparing members for and exposing them to ecumenical 
encounter", it continued. 
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The report noted that the life and work of the World Council is 
"seriously handicapped" because it has no continuing contact with the 
Christian education departments of its member churches. The committee 
therefore requested that WCC representatives be authorized to confer with 
those of the World Council of Christian Education to explore ways in whioh 
the situation might be improved. 


The committee also recommended that the Youth Department take the 
initiative in helping member churches by initiating consultations, sharing 
ideas.among the churches through publications and personal contacts, and 
making and keeping contacts with those reponsible for education in the 
member denominations. 


The committee also noted that the Youth Department can strengthen 
ecumenical development through national, regional and confessional youth 
councils, and through its annual ecumenical work camp programme. 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC Plans for Next Assembly 


(New Delhi) - The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches has laid 
down some rules governing the size and duties of its successor, the Fourth 
Assembly. 


Delegates voted to set the size of the next meeting of the World 
Council at 700 full members, but empowered the Council's Central Committee 
to increase or diminish this number by twenty per cent. This number will 
include 25 special delegates, who are "persons of special competence in 
the field of world mission". 


The Policy Reference Committee warned that the Assembly is "already 
so large that the problem of organizing its work effectively within the 
limits of the time available has become alnost insoluble". 


Balanced aginst this problem, it said, is the need to have an Assembly 
"large enough to give adequate representation to all the member churches, 
having regard to the range of committee work to be covered". 


The Committee suggested that this tension be lessened by "an attempt 
to transact as much business as possible by correspondence between the 
Central Committee and the member churches, as far as possible reserving 
issues of major importance for assemblies". The Committee also authorized 
a study of the role and work of assemblies. 


The Policy Reference Committee report asked for a higher proportion 
of lay representation at the next Assembly and stated that the period be- 
tween ussemblies should not exceed six years. To facilitate lay represen- 
tation, the Committee suggested to member churches that they nominate 
delegates at least two years in advance of the next issembly. 


The Assembly voted not to admit churches with inclusive membership of 
less than ten thousand before the Fourth Assembly and to set a new category 
of "associated churches" _into which these smaller churches would be placed. 
It instructed the Central Committee to make a study of the problems 
caused by the admission of large numbers of very small churches and report 
its findings to the Fourth Assembly. EPS, Geneva 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


THIRD ASSEMBLY 


NEW DELHI, INDIA 


Report of the Nominations Committee 
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Honorary President: Dr. J. H. Oldham, United Kingdom 


The Presidiums 


Most Reverend Arthur Michael Ramsey, 


Archbishop of Canterbury, Church of England, 


United Kingdom 


Sir Francis Ibiam, Presbyterian Church of Nigeria, 


Enugu, Nigeria 


Most Reverend Iakovos, Archbishop of North and 
South America, Ecumenical Patriarchate of ee 
Constantinople, New York, USA 


Dr. David G. Moses, United Church of Northern India 
and Pakistan, Nagpur, India 


Reverend Dr. Martin Niemdller, Evangelical Church in 
Germany (United), Wiesbaden, Germany 


Mr. Charles Parlin, Methodist Church, USA, New York 


Members of Central Committee 


Mr. Shiro Abe, Kanagawa Ken 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Alexis of 
‘Tallinn and Estonia 
Professor Hamilcar Alivisatos, 
Athens 
Most Rev. Athenagoras, Metro- 
politan of Elais and Canada, 
Toronto 
Rev. Dr. Christian G. Baéta, 
Legon, Ghana ~ 
Rev. Dr. Hric Baker, London 
Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, 
Buenos Aires 
Bishop Tibor Bartha, Debrecen 
Rev. Dr. Norman J. Bauther, 
Pern okeL 5 
Archbishop Leonard J. Beecher, 
Nairobi 
Rev. Prof. Hendrikus Berkhof, 
Oegstgeest 
Rev. Dr. Hermann F. Binder, 
Sibiu 
Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, 
Schwerte/Ruhr 
Rev. Dr. Hugene C. Blake, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


UnitedeOnurch ofwthrist inedlapan 
Russian Orthodox Church, USSR 


Church of Greece 
EHeumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, Canada 


Presbyterian Church of Ghana 


The Methodist Church, United Kingdom 
The Methodist Church, USA (Argentine) 


Reformed Church of Hungary 
Church of the Brethren, USA 


Church of the Province of Hast Africa, 
Kenya 
Dutch Reformed Church, Netherlands 


Protestant Evangelical Church, 
Augsburg Confession, Rumania 
Evangelical Church of Germany 
(United) 

United Presbyterian Church in the USA 


Dr. Kathleen Bliss, Midhurst 

Very Rev. Vitaly Borovoy, 
Leningrad 

Rev. Dr. Gerhard Brennecke, 
Berlin 

Rt. Rev. B. B. Burnett, Bishop 
of Bloemfontein 

Rt. Rev. S. Falkner Allison 
Bishop of Chelmsford (Bishop 
designate of Winchester) 

S'Aye Mya Kyaw, Rangoon 

Rev. Dr. Alford Carleton, 
Boston, Mass. 

Rev. J. Russell Chandran, 
Bangalore 

Dr. Ivy Chou, Sibu 


Rt. Rev. Chrysostomos Konstan- 
tinidis, Metropolitan of Myra 
Rev. Norman H. FP. Cocks, 
Petersham, NSW 
Prof. Charles A. Coulson, Oxford 
Rev. Frank Engel, Melbourne 
Bishop Francis G. Ensley, 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Rev. Prof. Henri d'Espine, Geneva 
Rev. Dr. Franklin Clark ary 
New Rochelle, NY 
Rev. Dr. Austin A. Fulton, 
Belfast 
Rt. Rev. Macarie V. Ga, 
Dumaguete City 
Rev. Dr. Hans H. Harms, Hamburg 


Very Rev. Ignatius Hazim, Beirut 


Rev. Prof. Josef L. Hromadka, 
Prague 

Rt. Rev. Archbishop Gunnar 
Hultgren, Uppsala 

Most Rev. Iakovos, Metropolitan 
of Philadelphia 

Most Rev. Ioann (Wendland) 

Prof. Basil Ioannidis, Athens 

Rev. Dr. Joseph H. Jackson, 
Chicago 

Bishop Petrus Josephus Jans, 
Amersfoort 

Archbishop John of San Francisco 


Metropolitan Justin (Moisesco), 
Iassy 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, 
Budapest 


Church of England, United Kingdom 
Russian Orthodox Church, USSR 


Evangelical Church of Germany (United) 


Church of the Province of South 
Africa 
Church of England, United Kingdom 


Burma Baptist Convention 
United Church of Christ, USA 


Church of South India 


The Methodist Church of the USA, 
Sarawak 

Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople 

Congregational Union of 
Australia 


The Methodist Church, United Kingdom 


Presbyterian Church of Australie 
The Methodist Church, USA 


Swiss Protestant Church Federation 


United Lutheran Church in America 


Presbyterian Church in Ireland, 
United Kingdom 
Philippine Independent Chureh 


Evangelical Church in Germany 
(Lutheran) 

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Antioch, Lebanon 


Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren 


Church of Sweden 


Keumencial Patriarchate of 
Constantinople 

Russian Orthodox Church (Berlin) 
Church of Greece 

National Baptist Convention, USA, 
fue. 

Old Catholic Church, Netherlands 


Russian Orthodox Geeek Catholic 
Church of North America 
Orthodox Church of Rumania 


Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Hungary 


Miss Frances H. Kapitzky, 
Strasburg, Ohio 

Very Rev. Prof. Jerome Kotsonis, 
Salonica 

Rev. Jean Kotto, Douala 

Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, 
New York 

Bishop Hanns Lilje, Hannover 


Rev. Dr. Ernest E. Long, Toronto 

Rev. Hzekiel E. Mahabane, 
Transvaal 

Father Makary el Souriany, Cairo 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Rajah Manikan, 
Tiruchirappalli 

Rev. John Marsh, Oxford 


Bishop James K. Mathews, Boston, 
Mass. 
Prof. C. P. Mathew, Alwaye 


Rev. Paul Mbende, Douala 

Rt. Rev. Meliton, Metropolitan 
of Imros and Tenedos 

Rev. Dr. James A. Millard, 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Mr. J. Irwin Miller, Columbus, 
Indiana 

Mr. Valentin G. Montes, Manila 


Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Rev. Prof. Wilhelm Niesel, 
schéller, Post Dornap 

Most Rev. Archbishop Nikodim of 
Yaroslavl and Rostov, Moscow 

Rev. Prof Ain. T. Nikolainen, 
Huopalahti 

Bishop Gottfried Noth, Dresden 


Rey. rot. Rudolf Obéermiller, 
Buenos Aires 

Rt. Rev. Panteleimon, Bishop of 
Achaia, Athens 

Most Rev. C. Parthenios-Aris, 
Metropolitan of Carthage, 
Penola ba bya 

Rev. Dr. Hrnest A. Payne, London 


Rev. Dr. Korah Philipos, Kottayam 


Dr. Nathan Pusey, Cambridge, Mass. 


Rev. Basuki Probowinoto, Bandung 


Oo 


United Ghureh sor Christ, USs 
Church of Greece 


Evangelical Church of Cameroun 
Protestant Episcopal Church, USA 


Evangelical Church in Germany 
(Lutheran) 

United Church of Canada 
Methodist Church of South Africa 


Coptic Orthodox Church, Egypt 
Federation of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches, India 

Congregational Union of England 
and Wales, United Kingdom 

The Methodist Church, USA 


Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, 
India . 

Union of Baptist Churches, Cameroun 
ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, Turkey 

Presbyterian Church in the Usa 


International Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) USA 
United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines 

Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
USA 

Evangelical Church in Germany 
(Reformed) 

Russian Orthodox Church, USSR 


Hvangelical Lutheran Church of 
Finland 

Evangelical Church in Germany 
(Lutheran) 

Evangelical German Synod of Rio de 
la Plata, Argentina 

Church of Greece 


Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Alexandria, Egypt 


Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland, United Kingdom 

Orthodox Syrian Church of the Hast, 
India 

Protestant Episcopal Church, USA 
Christian Church of Mid-Java, 
Indonesia 


Rev. Titus Rasendrahasina, 
Tananarive 
Rt. Rev. Chandu Ray, Karachi 


Rt. Rev. R. David Say, Bishop. - 
of Rochester 

Rt. Rev. John W. Sadiq, Bishop of 
Nagpur 

Rev. Dr. Bredrik; A. nchiotz, 
Minneapolis, Indiana 

Rev. Ernesto T. Schlieper, 
sao Leopold 

Mr. Alexander Shishkin, Leningrad 

Bishop Roy H. Short, Nashville, 
Tenn, 

Rev. Tunggul Sihombing, Sumatra 


Rev. Dr. Kunnumpurath Matthew pane 
Hackensack, NJ 

Bishop B. Julian Smith, Chicago, 
dala; 

Rev. Dr. John Coventry Smith, 
New York, NY 

Rev. F. G. Arvid Stenstron, 
Stockholm 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Kaare Stoylen, 
Kristiansand 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Bengt Sundkler, 
Moshi 

Archbishop Theophilos, Addis 
Ababa: 


Mrs. Sadie Tillman, Her Rey 
Tenn. 

Rey. Prof. William 5S. Tindal, 
Edinburgh 


Rev. Dr. Edwin H. Tuller, New York 

Rt. Rev. Alwyn Keith Warren, 
Bishop of Christchurch 

Rt. Hon. Earl of Wemyss, 
Longniddry, 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Willy Westergaard- 
Madsen, Copenhagen 

Rey. Charles Westphal, Paris 

Most Rev. Frank Woods, Archbishop 
of Melbourne 

Commissioner Reginald Woods, 
London 

Most Rev. William L. Wright, 
Archbishop of Algoma, Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario 

Mrs. Mabel Gertrude Wyllie, 
Newtown, NSW 


LMS Synod in Madagascar 


Church of India, Pakistan, Burma 
and Ceylon, Pakistan 
Church of England, United Kingdom 


Church of India, Pakistan, Burma 
and Ceylon, India 
The American Lutheran Church, USA 


Synodal Federation Evangelical 
Church, Lutheran Confession in Brazil 
Russian Orthodox Church, USSR 

The Methodist Church, USA 


Protestant Christian Batak Church, 
Indonesia 

Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Antioch and All the East, USA 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 
USA 

United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA 

Mission Covenant Church of Sweden 


Church of Norway 


Evangelical Church of North Western 
Tanganyika 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church 


The Methodist Church, USA 
Church of Scotland, United Kingdom 


American Baptist Convention, USA 
Church of the Province of New 
Zealand 

Church of Scotland, United Kingdom 


Church of Denmark 


Reformed Church of France 
Church of England in Australia 
and Tasmania 

Salvation Army International, 
United Kingdom 

The Anglican Church of Canada 


Methodist Church of Australasia, 
Australia 
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WCC Summons All Christians to Work for Peace 

(New Delhi) - Christians everywhere have been summoned by the World Council 


of Churches to "work together for community within nations and for peace 
with justice and freedom among them". 


"There ig no more urgent task for Christians", declared the Third 
Assembly in an 800-word message addressed to the hundreds of thousands of 
local congregations represented in the WCC's 198 member churches in some 
sixty countries around the globe. 


Christians were called upon to join their efforts for peace "so that 
the causes of much contemporary misery may be rooted out". 


The message, approved at the final business session of the Assembly, 
stressed that "we have to take our stand against injustice caused to any 
race, or to any man on account of his race", and that "we have to learn to 
make a Christian contribution to the service of men through secular 
agencies". 


"Christian love requires not only the sharing of worldly goods but 
costly personal service", it said. "All over the world young people are 
giving an example in their spontaneous offering of themselves." 


Noting that "in no field has Christian co-operation been more massive 
and effective than in service to people in every kind of distress", it 
said that Christians "need to think out together in concrete terms the 
forms of Christian service for today and together act upon them". 
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The Assembly's letter to the congregations also affirmed that "we 
must together seek the fulness of Christian unitys . .every member of the 
Christian family, of Bastern and Western tradition, ancient churches and 
younger churches, men and women, young and old, of every race and every 


nation", 
"Our brethren in Christ are given to us, not chosen by us", it said. 
(See Document I appended). EPS, Geneva 


WCC Holds Religious Freedom a Fundamental Right 


(New Delhi) - The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches has 
issued a strong espousal of religious liberty which asserts that human 
attempts "to coerce or to eliminate faith are violations of the fundamental 
ways of God with men". 


The 750-word statement adopted unanimously by the nearly 600 delegates 
specifically decried the use of "legal enactment or pressure of social 
custom" to stifle spiritual beliefs. 


"The freedom which God has given in Christ", it said, "implies a free 
response to God's love and the responsibility to serve fellow nen at the 
point of deepest need." 


The Assembly said that Christians see religious liberty "as a conse- 
quence of God's creative work, of his redemption of man in Christ and his 
calling of men into his service". 


Although holding this distinctive Christian basis for religious 
liberty, the delegates emphasized that they regarded "this right as funda- 
mental for men everywhere". 


The statement was described by a WCC spokesman as being intended to 
bring the essentials of religious freedom to bear on conditions existing 
today throughout the world, especially at points where liberty is curtail- 
ed or denied. 


In taking its action, the Assembly reaffirmed the Declaration on 
Religious Liberty adopted in 1948 by the World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council, now integrated in the WCC, and said that 
it continues to hold to the provisions of that document. 


It also hailed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaimed 
by the United Nations in 1948 as "an important instrument in promoting 
respect for an observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms". 


The Assembly said the article on religious freedom in the Universal 
Declaration was "an acceptable standard, always provided that it-be given 
a comprehensive interpretation", 


The article commended by the delegates reads as follows: 


"Hveryone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; 
this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, 
either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to mani- 
fest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance." 


Hy 
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This general standard, according to the Assembly's statement, "should 
be given explicit expression in every aspect of society" in recognition "of 


the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members 
of the human family". 


Illustrating the need to implement the standardset by the UN, the 
Assembly pointed out that freedom of thought, conscience and belief, "even 
considered as inner freedom, requires freedom of access to reliable 
information", 


Unstated but implicit in this observation, it was understood, was the 
whole gamut of mass media of communication to insure a free flow of 
information between Hast and West through an untrammelled press, unjammed 
radio broadcasts, uncensored news despatches. 


The Assembly also stressed that freedom to manifest one's religion or 
belief, in public or in private and alone or in community with others, "is 
essential to the expression of inner freedom". EPS, Geneva 


WCC Assembly Sends Message on hace: to South Arrica 


(New Delhi) - Solidarity with all those who serve and suffer to eliminate 
race or colour discrimination or segregation, especially in South Africa, 
has been expressed by the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


"Christians everywhere are involved in the struggle", the Assembly 
said in a message addressed to Christians in South Africa. "May all whe 
thus serve, and all who suffer, be strengthened. 


"May dignity and unity among men be established through the righteous- 
ness of God, in your land as well as in those from which we come. 


"We pray that as the peoples of Africa move into their new day, the 
Church of Christ will play an ever-increasing creative role in promoting 
undertstanding, justice, faith, hope and love." 


The Assembly endorsed a declaration made a year earlier at a meeting 
held in Cottesloe, near Johannesburg, South Africa, by a wWoC-convened 
consultation of the Council's eight member churches in that country. 


The declaration said in parts "No one who believes in Jesus Christ 
may be excluded from any Church on the grounds Ob hisicoLlour. on rece.” 


Since the consultation, three South African Dutch Reformed churches 
which took part in it have withdrawn from the WCC. They are churches 
which generally agree with their government's apartheid policy. 


In the message adopted here, South African Christians were assured 
that members of the Assembly "have been aware of the developments within 
the past 18 months in the relationships between Christians and churches 
in South Africa and the World Council of Churches". 


‘To all of you who preach Christ to the unbelieving and to all who 
manifest the Spirit of Christ to their neighbours, we offer our encourage- 
ment and fellowship, and assure you of our prayers", the Assembly said. 

| EPS, Geneva 
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ies Appeals for Peace 


(New Delhi) - The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches has 
appealed to all governments and peoples to "turn back from the road towards 
war into the paths of peace! by renouncing the threat of force. 


"This calls for an end to the war of nerves, to pressures on small 
countries, to the rattling of bombs", it declared. "It is not possible to 
follow at the same time policies of menace and of mutual disarmament." 


Asserting that "to halt the race in arns is imperative", the Assembly 
said that "concrete steps must be taken" to reach "the accepted goal" of 
general disarmament. 


"Meanwhile", it urged, "the search for a decisive first step, such as 
the verified cessation of nuclear tests, should be pressed forward despite 
all obstacles and setbacks." 


At the same time, "to build peace with justice, barriers of mutual 
disrrust must be attacked at every level", it stated. "Mutual confidence 
is the most precious resource in the world today: none should be wasted, 
more must be found. 


«= 


"Barriers to communication must go, not least where they divide 
peoples, churches, even families. Freedom of human contact, information, 
and cultural exchange is essential for the building of peace." 


Adoption of the 650-word appeal came on the last day of the Assembly 
after delegates rejected a vigourous effort to have it replaced by a shorter 
text that stressed the "friendship, co-operation and mutual trust" experi- 
enced during the 17 days of sessions here. 


The substitute appeal, intended to replace one that was drafted and 
revised by the Assembly Committee on International Affairs, was offered by 
Prof. Charles A. Coulson, mathematics professor of Oxford University and a 
Methodist delegate from the United Kingdom. 


The adopted appeal characterized war as "a common eneny" and "an 
offense to the nature of man". 


"The future of many generations and the heritage of ages past hang in 
the balance", it said. "They are now easy to destroy, since the actions 
or miscalculations of a few can bring about a holocaust. They are harder 
to safeguard and advance, for that requires the dedicated action of all." 
(See Document II appended). EPS, Geneva 


Role as Missionaries Urged: Tor Laymen 


(New Delhi) - "One of the greatest missionary opportunities confronting 
the churches today lies in the potential witness of great numbers of 
Christian laymen criss-crossing the world in the service of business, 
governnent and other occupations", the World Council of Churches has been 
told. 


"This vast new resource which God has given to the Church has been 
largely unharnessed", said a committee report dealing with the Council's 
new Division of World Mission and Evangelisn. 
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"Many countries are urgently recruiting doctors, engineers, university 
staff, artisans and other technical workers", it pointed out. "We should 
develop procedures for making these needs known to our churches and direct- 
ing Christian men and women to these strategic posts. 


"Tt is important that the churches take initiative in vocational 
guidance at this point and encourage able Christian laymen to enter impor- 
tant secular work abroad from a Christian missionary motivation." 


According to the committee, "the churches in. the homeland should take 
steps to find out about their people going to serve abroad and to establish 
an appropriate relationship for them", 


"This should include (a) recognition of their role as missionaries, 
(b) guidance and orientation for this service, (c) fellowship and backing 


in their work so that they might have an intelligent and informed purpose 


as Christians in their going abroad." 


The committee also endorsed proposals for the World Council to foster 
among all Christian missions and churches working in particular areas, "a 
more effective deployment of resources, more co-ordination of effort,... 
more experinents in 'multilateral! action, and more joint action where 
appropriate. EPS, Geneva 


Closing Worship Emphasizes Re-Dedication to Christ 


(New Delhi) - The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches closed 
Here! as it. began with a services, of Worship.) Porticipants heord thet 
Christians are méant to be the dLaci ples voto Chris tau Mis ei 
followers, not just His advertising experts and His partisans, who - when 
they are off duty - live their own life, as every man does". 


Dr. Martin Nieméller, president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse- 
Nassau in Germany and a newly-elected president of the World Council,: was 
the preacher at the service. Another new president, Dr. David G. Moses, 
principal of Hislop College, Nagpur, India, was the minister. 


Dr. Niemdller called for a re-dedication to the service of Christ. 
Dealing with the Assembly, the preacher pointed out the common responsi- 
bility of delegates for the actions taken during the meeting. 


"If we take this conscientiously and Seriously, we cannot help feel- 
ing a heavy burden and a weighty load, which we shall have to carry with 
us constantly, for we shall have no opportunity any more, to change or to 
revise the decisions, in which we have taken Part, he. said. 


Arguing against either complacency or despondency over the decisions 
taken during the meeting, Dr. NiemBller declared that "our commission and 
work will not come to an end; we must not look on this Assembly as some- 
thing really concluded and finished. The work, which we have tried to do 
here in common, we shall have to carry on and contanue: for Chvist ts the 
light of the world, the light everywhere and always". EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Official Assays Events of Assembly 
(New Delhi) - The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches cannot 
be judged only by what was formulated in words here. 


This opinion was expressed by the Council's general secretary, Un. We 
A. Visser 't Hooft, of Geneva, Switzerland, in a final press conference. 
He mentioned a number of "unexpected by-products" of the gathering of 
representatives of 198 Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican churches in India. 


He cited the first big confrontation of “some of the oldest churches 
in Christendom with some of the youngest". The Orthodox churches from 
Russia and young churches from Asia and Africa had come to feel they must 
get closer because "we represent Christian minorities surrounded hy strongly 
non-Christian environments", he said. 


In the opinion of the general secretary the ecumenical movement is 
Showing greater maturity than at its two previous Assemblies at Amsterdam 
in 1948, and at Evanston,111.. in Ds AS 


Dine Visser py HoortsgaLd that’ there were far stronger and more effect- 
ive Asian and African voices in the Council than ever before. "Although 
it may not yet be possible to Say with certainity that Western domination 
has completely ceased, these young churches are no longer little minorities 
in corners but making themselves heard and felt both in committees and the 
Assembly." 


Ore Drone ha rheguet Jaffna, Ceylon, general secretary of the Hast Asia 
Christian Conference, said he felt the Assembly had been characterized by 
"a quiet determination to go and do something" about the things which had 
been talked about here and at previous Assemblions. He also stressed that 
the presence of the Orthodox had strengthened the voice of the younger 
churches, 


In answer to a question concerning the "effect" of the Roman Catholic 
observers, Dr. Visser 't Hooft Said the "observers are just that wy ane (no 
one expected anything more than that they would make a report to the 
Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity. He emphasized that for a long 
time there had been effective channels of communication between the World 
Council and Roman Catholic ecumenists. 


The general secretary of the World Council reminded the reporters 
present that one of the most important though little publicized elements 
of the Assembly was the Bible study on the theme; "Jesus Christ, the Light 
of the World". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft underscored the important role the Orthodox had 
taken at this Assembly, where participants from the Eastern churches had 
been actively engaged in formulation of reports. No separate statement 
was issued by the Qwthodox here outlining their’ view of the nature of the 
Church and unity as has been true of previous ecumenical assemblies. 

EPS, Geneva 


~ 


Document I 


MESSAGE OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
EE a VU 


hard Assembly, New Delhi 


MESSAGE COMMITTER 


The Third Assembly of the Wcc meeting in New Delhi addresses this 
letter to the member churches and their congregations. We rejoice and 
thank God that we experience here a fellowship as deep as before and now 
wider. New member churches coming in considerable numbers and strength 
both from the ancient Orthodox tradition of Eastern Christendom and from 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and other parts of the world visibly demon- 
strate that Christianity now has a home in every part of the world. In 
this fellowship we are able to Speak and act freely, for we are all par- 
takers together with Christ. Together we have sought to understand our 
common calling to witness, service and unity. 


We are deeply grateful for. the prayers of countless Christian people 
and for the study of our theme "Jesus Christ, the Light of the World" by 
which many of you have shared in our work. Now we return to our churches 
to do, with you, the things that have been shown to us here. 


All over the’ world new possibilities of life, freedom and prosperity 


‘are being actively, even passionately pursued. In some lands there is dis- 


illusionment with the benefits that a technically expert society can produce; 
and over all there hangs the shadow of vast destruction through war. 
Nevertheless mankind is not paralysed by these threats. The momentum of 
change is not reduced. We Christians share men's eager quest for life, 

for freedom from poverty, Oppression and disease. God is at work in the 
opening possibilities for mankind in our day. He is at work even when the 
powers of evil rebel against Him and call down His judgement. We do not 
know by what ways God will lead us: but our trust is in Jesus Christ who 

is now and always our eternal life. 


When we speak to men as Christians we must speak the truth of our 
faith: that there is only one way to the Father, namely Jesus Christ, His 
son. On that one way we are bound to meet our brother. We meet our brother 
Christian. We meet also our brother man; and before we speak to him of 
Christ, Christ has already sought hin. 


Christ is the way and therefore we have to walk together witnessing 
to Him and serving all men. This is His commandemnt. There is no greater 
Service to men than to tell them of the living Christ and no more effective 
witness than a life offered in service. The indifference or hostility of 
men may check our open speaking but God is not silenced. He speaks through 
the worship and the sufferings of His Church. Her prayers and patience 
are, by His gracious acceptance of them made part of the witness He bears 
to Christ. 


We need to think out together in concrete terms the forms of Christian 
service for today and together act upon them. In no field has Christian 
co-operation been more massive and effective than in service to people in 
every kind of distress. There is no more urgent task for Christians than 
to work together for community within nations and for peace with justice 
and freedom among them, so that the causes of much contemporary misery may 


be rooted out. We have to take our stand against injustice caused to any 
race, or to any man on account of his race. We have to learn to make a 
Christian contribution to the service of men through secular agencies. 
Christian love requires not only the sharing of worldly goods but costly 
personal service. All over the world young people are giving an example 
in their spontaneous offering of themselves. 


We must together seek the fulness of Christian unity. We need for 
this purpose every member of the Christian family, of Hastern and Western 
tradition, ancient churches and younger churches, men and women, young and 
old, of every race and every nation. Our brethren in Christ are given to 
us, not. chosen by us. In some things our convictions do not yet permit us’. 
to act together, but we have made progress in giving content to the unity 
we seck. Let us therefore find out the things which in each place we can 
do together now; and faithfully do them, praying and working always for 
that fuller unity which Christ wills for His Church. 


This letter is written from the World Council of Churches! Assembly. 
But the real letter written to the world today does not consist of words. 
We Christian people, wherever we are, are 4 letter from Christ to His world 
"written not with ink but with the spirit of the living God, not on tablets 
of: stone but on tablets of human hearts". The message is that God in 
Christ has reconciled the world to Himself. ’ Let us speak it and Live it 
with joy and confidence "for it is the God who said !Let light shine out 
of darkness! who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 


First Sunday in Advent, 1961 


Document II 


An Appeal to all Governments and Peoples 


1. The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, at which are 
gathered Christians from all parts of the world, addresses this appeal to 
the government and people of every nation. | 


2. Today, war itself is a common enemy. War is an offence to the-nature 
of man. The future of many generations and the heritage of ages past hang 
in the balance. They are now easy to destroy, since the actions or miscal- 
culations of a few can bring about a holocaust. They are- harder to safe- 
guard and advance, for that requires the dedicated action of all. Let 
there be restraint and self-denial in the things which make for war, 
patience, and persistence in seeking to resolve the things which divide, 
and boldness and courage in grasping the things which make for peace. 


3- To turn.back from the road towards war into the paths of peace, all 
must renounce the threat of force. This calls for an end to the war of 
nerves, to pressures on small countries, to the rattling of bombs. It is 
not possible to follow at the same time policies of menace and of mutual 
disarmament. 


4. To halt the race in arms is imperative. Complete and general disarma- 
ment is the accepted goal, and concrete steps must be taken to reach it. 
Meanwhile, the search for a decisive first step, such as the verified 
cessation of nuclear tests, should be pressed forward despite all obstacles 
and setbacks. 


5. To substitute reason for force, and undergird the will to disarn, 
institutions of peace and orderly methods to effect change and to settle 
disputes are essential. This imposes a duty to strengthen the United 
Nations within the framework and spirit of the Charter. All countries share 
this duty, whether aligned with the major power blocs or indepéndent of 
them. The nonaligned can contribute through their impartiality; with 
others they can be champions of the principles of the Charter. 


6. To build peace with justice, barriers of mutual distrust must be 
attacked at every level. Mutual confidence is the most preGious resource 
in the world today: none should be wasted, more must be found. The funda- 
mentals of an open society are essential that contacts may freely develop, 
person to person and people to people. Barriers to communication must ZO, 
not least where they divide peoples, churches, even families. Freedom of 
human contact, information, and cultural exchange is essential for the 
building of peace, 


7. To enhance mutual trust, nations should be willing to run reasonable 
risks for peace. For example, an equitable basis for disarmament involves, 
on the one hand, an acceptance of risks in an inspection and control which 
cannot be foolproof, and, on the other, the danger that inspection may 
exceed its stated duties. Those who would break through the vicious circle 
of suspicion must dere to pioneer. 


8. There is a great opportunity for constructive action in the struggle 
for world development. To share the benefits of civilization with the 
whole of humanity is a noble and attainable objective. To press the war 
against poverty, disease, exploitation, and ignorance calls for greater 
sacrifice and for a far greater commitment of scientific, educational, and 
material resources than hitherto. In this common task, let the peoples 
find a positive programme for peace, a moral equivalent for war. 


Cy Sits 


9. A creative strategy for peace with-justice requires universal recogni- 
tion of the claims of humanity - of all people, whatever their status, 
race, sex, or creed. Lest man's new powers be used to degrade his human 
freedom and dignity, governments must remember that they are the servants 
of their citizens and respect the worth of each individual human being. 
The supreme achievement for a. government is to enhance the dignity of man, 
and free him for the creative exercise of his higher powers. ~ 


_10. In making this appeal to all governments and peoples, we are con- 
strained by obedience to the Lord of history, who demands righteousness ~ 
and mercy and is a light unto the nations and the hearts of men. For the 
achievement of peace with justice, we pledge our unrenitting efforts and 
call upon the churches for their support in action and in prayer. 
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WCC Urges Break-Through on Intercommunion Issue 


(New Delhi) - The present impasse in "intercommunion differences" among 
the member denominations of the World Council of Churches demands an all- 
out effort to break through to fresh understandings of unity, especially 
as it is expressed at the Lord's Table. 


That was one of the main conclusions contained in an 8,000-word state- 
ment on Unity received by the WCC's Third Assembly and commended for study 
to its 198 affiliated churches in some 60 countries. 


The impasse, it said, "presses the churches to re-examine all possible 
next steps that might be discovered, at any and all levels of their denonm- 
inational life". 


"Wherever existing convictions allow for more direct progress towards 
inter-communion between churches", the Assembly urged, "it should be made 
without waiting for consensus and common action in the ecumenical movement 
as a whole.! 


With a sense of dramatic necessity, the statement impressed upon the 
member churches of the World Council the challenge to take "responsible 
risks" in eucharistic understanding. 


It reminded them of the "rising tide of impatience among young people 
and many others for more prompt and certain progress toward mutual under- 
standing in this most central and vital experience of Christian worship 
and witness". 
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"The urgency of finding a way to break through the present impasse on 
the question of intercommunion makes it imperative that denominations and 
confessions undertake a new examination of their eucharistic doctrines and 
liturgies in the light of the new factors introduced by the ecumenical 
situation", the statement said. 


One of the "responsible risks" the Assembly suggested to the churches 
for consideration was the possibility of intercommunion "during unity nego- 
tiations when intercommunion is possible even before full union is achieved, 
and all must feel with renewed intensity the agony of broken communion at 
the one Table of the Lord". 


However, the Assembly recognized that for many Christians the possi- 
bility of Holy Communion with other Christians is a goal to be achieved 
rather than an experience to be enjoyed on the way to unity, and that acute 
agony of heart and soul must be endured by all member churches on this 
central problem of the church's life. 


In defining unity as a whole the Assembly followed statements made in 
Toronto (1950), and in St. Andrews, Scotland (1960), thus preserving the 
continuity of discussion. The New Delhi statement reads: 


"We believe that the unity which is both God's will and his gift to 
His Church is being made visible as all in each place who are baptised 
into Jesus Christ and confess Him as Lord and Saviour are brought by the 
Holy Spirit into one full-committed fellowship, holding the one apostolic 
faith, preaching the one Gospel, breaking the one bread, joining in common 
prayer, and having a corporate life reaching out to witness and service to 
all who at the same time are united with the whole Christian fellowship in 
all places and all ages in such wise that ministry and members are accepted 
by all, and that all can act and speak together as occasion requires for 
the tasks to which God calls His people. It is for such unity that we 
believe we must pray and work." EPS, Geneva 


Use of Christian "Cells" Seen Effective Form of Witness 
Seca naremsersc ees ees pe ee Ee ULV OPES Ole Lene ss 


(New Delhi) - Small Christian "cell" groups may be able to win the unchurch- 
ed in many areas where conventional church programmes are proving 
unsuccessful. 


This appraisal was made in a 7,500-word statement on witness presented 
to the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches here. It was one 
of three major statements which delegates commended to the 198 member 
churches for further study and action. 


Creation of such "cells" should prove especially effective in many 
urbanized or industrialized areas of the West, the report said. In such 
areas, many people do not understand traditional presentations of the 
Gospel, or feel uncomfortable in conventional church settings. 


As a possible solution to this problem, it was suggested that local 
churches establish small "cells" of salesgirls and typists, industrial 
workers, technicians and their wives, and those in the field of education, 
who will try to be "the people of God in their own particular context". 


While noting the "obvious danger of fragmentation", the statement 
contended that such new forms of Christian fellowship may help the ordain- 
ed ministry to rediscover its function "as a travelling apostolate and as 
a focus of unity". 
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It was also pointed out that a clergyman should be able to enter into 
many different milieus because he is somewhat detached from secular group- 
ings. However, it stressed that if his ministry is to be effective in 
areas where denominations are irrelevent, he must be prepared to work as 
part of a team with pastors of other confessions. 


Eventually local church buildings might function as "the centres to 
which all these groups might come", the statement said. Such a step would 
not destroy the fellowship and witness of the individual congregation, but 
would rather exhibit that all Christians belong to one Lord "in whom all 
human categories and classes are made one". 


The report raised the question of whether conventional church struc- 
tures are actually hindering the work of evangelism, and whether they may 
even be preserving "our divisions in a fossilized way instead of enhancing 
the unity of the witnessing community". 


Me must not think of the 'Church! as primarily a building or as an 
enterprise run by ministers to which people come or are scolded for not 
coning", it continued. "We must ask whether we do not too easily fall into 
the habit of thinking of the Church as the Sunday congregation rather than 
as the laity scattered abroad in every department of daily life." 


The Assembly stressed that, if the whole Gospel is to be proclaimed, 
the churches must take seriously the secular causes which make men unable 
to hear or respond to the Gospel. EPS, Geneva 


"Courageous Action" Called For By Assembly 


(New Delhi) - A challenging new view of the role to be played by Christian 
churches as they carry out their mission of service in the world has been 
presented to the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


Social problems which call for "courageous, obedient" action today 
were emphasized in an 8,000-word report which delegates received from the 
Assembly's Service Section. It was one of three major documents prepared 
during the 18-day Assembly and commended to the WCC's 198 member churches 
for study and appropriate action. 


These problems include accelerated technological and social changes, 
racial and ethnic tensions, international relations, armaments and world 
peace, as well as new opportunities for Christian service in the modern 
world. 


The report deplored the habit of thinking of persons as potential 
victims or potential destroyers in nuclear war because this will reduce 
sensitivity to their worth. It continued: 


"Such sensitivity is blunted by callous use of abstract speculation 
concerning the millions who will die or survive in nuclear war, and by 
calculations concerning the percentage of all persons in future genera- 
tions who will suffer from genetic distortions as a result of nuclear 
tests. 


"Churches should keep reminding nations and governments of the long 
term effects upon human life of preoccupation with nuclear armaments and 
the prospects of nuclear war." 
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Condemning governments which resort to mass terrorism, the report 
saids 


"In recent times we have seen on a vast scale the use of methods of 
terror under many systems on the part of political authorities to preserve 
their power. There is no greater desecration of the human in men than to 
intimidate and torture them in order to force them to obey the political 
authorities against their consciences. 


"Where a church co-operates with a state to force men's conscience or 
to establish or preserve systems of oppression it is guilty of a great 
betrayal. 


"We view with great concern the fact that there are still countries 
which on racial and other grounds deny a portion of their population a 
voice in the formation or control of government. 


"However benevolent such a government might appear to be, government 
without consent of the governed cannot be approved by Christians in our 
time. It becomes all the more worthy of condemnation if the people so 
deprived have the education and ability to use such a voice responsibly. 


"The use of strong measures - involving mass killing by governments 
to suppress non-violent expression of reasonable grievances by people 
denied channels of political expression - cannot be condemned too strongly." 


A long section of the report was devoted to consideration of the race 
issue. It declared that most church members are apathetic about this and 
that too many are easily intimidated or manipulated by a vociferous minor- 
ity of racialists inside and outside the church. 


The report urged Christians to make "creative use" of various means - 
conciliation, litigation, mediation, protest, economic sanctions, non- 
violent action, and co-operation with secular groups - for promoting racial 
justice. . 


The churches were asked to identify themselves with oppressed races 
in their struggle to achieve justice and to lead in this struggle because 
without Christian leadership it might be tragically perverted. They should 
also try to ensure that immigration laws are not based on race discrimina- 
TON, ob! Sad . 


Minus, Church has to put its own house in order", the report continued. 
"Tt must not be a segregated society. No one should be denied the right 
of worship, membership, service, and full. participation in the activities 
of any church because of race." 


On Hast-West tensions, the statement said that the USSR is confident 
that its way of life is superior to the West and must prevail, while the 
West has a similar conviction about its institutions. 


"Yet responsible leaders in both pow2r blocs do appear to entertain 
‘the hope that the two great systems can co-exist and even peacefully com- 
pete", it added. "It has even to be asked whether the two systems are as 
different in every respect as both sides suppose. 


"Another cause of mistrust is the isolation of large parts of mankind 


from the community of nations. It develops in the absence of the disci- 
plined intercourse of nations,a vicious circle of misinformation, suspi- 
clon, teary distortion, and: further withdrawal," EPS, Geneva 


No. 49 = 9th December, 1961 5 


Action Taken on Five Areas of WCC!s Work 
VE HP OCAS OL WOU TS Work 


(New Delhi) - In its next to closing day, the Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches received reports dealing with the work of several of 
the Council's departments and approved an increase in the budget of the 
organization. 


The Assembly heard reports of committees on the Department of the 
Laity, the Department on the Co-operation of Men and Women in Church, 
Family and Society, and the Ecumenical Institute. 


The only specific recommendations of the Committee on the Department 
of the Laity dealt with the training of leaders and the holding of regional 
conferences. 


In the matter of leadership training, the department was instructed 
to hold regional conferences to assist churches to develop programnes of 
lay training and to call in 1963 a world institute of leadership training. 
In the second recommendation, the department was instructed to organize 
further regional conferences on the topic, "The Laity: the Church in the 
World! 


The Committee on the Co-operation of Men and Women in Church, Family 
and Society presented a series of recommendations to the churches, includ- 
ing a request to churches which employ ordained women and professional 
women church workers to examine ways in which these workers are now used 
and how they may best be used. A brief floor debate was touched off by an 
attempted amendment to this resolution which would have had the Assembly 
endorse the ordination of women but this was later withdrawn without a vote. 
Other recommendations of the committee dealt with problems of’ Tamily Life, 


In its report on the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, the 
committee strongly endorsed the programme of the Institute and urged that 
it be strengthened and expanded. , 


At its afternoon session, the Assembly received reports from the 
Committee on the Department of Information and from the Finance Committee, 
and completed action on the report of the Policy Reference Committee. 


In its report, the Committee on the Department of Information commend- 
ed the work of the department and asked for its expansion in certain fields, 
most notably the addition of publications in Russian and Spanish, and 
increased activity in the fields of broadcasting and films. 


In the Finance Committee report, a model budget of $774,200 annually 
for the period following the Assembly was approved. This figure gives 
general guidelines for the budget, the precise annual budget being deter- 
mined by the Central Committee. ' EPS, Geneva 


Relief Needs Stressed 


(New Delhi ) - The churches have a role to encourage governments to meet 
the needs of relief, rehabilitation, health, and educational programmes, 
the Committee on Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees reported to the 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches at a concluding session. 


The report added that where governments and other agencies are not 
covering the field, churches should try to respond creatively to situa- 
tions of acute human need through pilot and demonstration projects. 
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To achieve this, there would be great advantage, the report said, in 
having through the World Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees, a mobile team of competent men and women who would be able to 
move swiftly to areas of emergency. 


Such a team would advise the churches on ways of dealing with the 
practical situation and on the methods of establishing liaison with govern- 
mental and non-governmental agencies, both in Soliciting and using their 
assistance, 


"There is urgent need to tackle the problem of housing, homelessness 
and illiteracy", the Committee said. "Refugee situations in many countries 
remain acute. The continuing world refugee problem is a sickness of our 
time in which the refugee himself is an involuntary victim of war or of 
political or social upheaval. 


"Since the churches wish to see an end to such problems they must 
concern themselves with the question of world order, and give thought and 
effort to the ways and means of eliminating the causes of war and the 
political and religious strife which creates the refugee problen." 


The report suggested the Division of Inter-Chureh Aid and Service to 
Refugees should be encouraged to work in ever closer collaboration with 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs so that the 
churches! practical work through the division hay be matched by responsible 
representations of Christian judgements in the areas where political 
decisions are taken. EPS, Geneva 


Australia and Ethiopia Seek Nex; Assembly 

(New Delhi) - Both Ethiopia and Australia wish to be hosts to the World 
Council of Churches when it holds its next Assembly in six or seven years! 
time. Invitations from churchmen in these countries were extended at the 
last session of the Third Assembly. 


The first invitation came fron the Archbishop of Harrar, His Beati- 
tude Theophilos, who pointed out that the first three Assemblies had been 
held in Europe (Amsterdam), the United States (Evanston) and Asia (New 
Delhi). He thought it would be Pattee iat Hnextmet.in Africa, and 
suggested Addis Ababa, Ethiopia's capital. 


He was followed by the Archbishop of Melbourne, the Most Rev. Frank 
Woods, who announced that Australia's churches would be happy to act as 
hosts to the Fourth Assembly if their invitation were considered by the 
Central Committee. 


The chairman, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, said that both invitations 
would be passed to the Central Committee who would fix the date and place 
of the meeting about three years in advance. 


The Assembly adopted a resolution, moved by the Archbishop of York, 
the Most Rev. F. D. Coggan, to send a message to the absent delegation 
from East Germany. The message referred to the refusal of permission to 
the delegation to leave their country, and assured them of the constant 
prayers of the members of the Assembly and of their joy at being united 
with them "through Him who is the Light. of the World" - the theme of the 
New Delhi Assembly. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Central Committee Re-elects [ts Chairman and Vice-Chairnan 


(New Delhi) - The 100-member strong Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches meeting here hag unanimously re-elected Dr. Franklin Clark Fry 
(US) and Dr. Ernest Payne (UK) to be chairman and viee-chairman respectively, 


Dr. Fry is president of the United Lutheran Church in America and algo 
president of the Lutheran World Federation. Dr. Payne is general secretary 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland. Both men were chairman 
and vice-chairman of the old Central Committee between the Second Assenbly 
at Hvanston, 1954, and the Third Assembly which met in New Delhi recently. 


Their re-election was recommended by a specially appointed Nominations 
Committee whose chairman, the Bishop of Winchester, Dr. S. Falkner Allison, 
told the meeting that they attached great importance to the principle of 
rotation of WCC offices. But because the WCC was facing a crucial period 
in which many problems would have to be solved follovVing the integration 
of the International Missionary Council with the World Council of Churches, 
it had been agreed that the two leaders of the Central Committee ought to 
be men of wide experience of the work of the WCC. 


The recommendation was accepted without a dissentient and Dr. Fry and 
Dr. Payne were given a Standing ovation by the new Committee. 


‘ The Central Committee also elected today a new Hxecutive Committee 
which Fry and Payne will also head. This Kxecutive Committee has had its 
membership increased from 14 to 16, 


Four members of the old Bxecutive serve on the new one. They are 
Dr. Hugene 0. Blake, stated clerk (general secretary) of the General Assen- 
bly, United Presbyterian Church of the USA; Dr. Kathleen Bliss, inglican, 
Great Britain; Prof. J. L. Hromadka (Czechoslovakia); and Archbishop 
Gunnar A. EH. Hultgren, Church of Sweden. 


The other members of the new Executive Committee are: Dr. Christian 
G. Baeta (Ghana), Bishop Sante U. Barbieri (Argentina), Dr. Alford Carleton 
(USA), Dr. J. Russell Chandran (India), Dr. Ivy Chou (Sarawak), Bishop 
Hans Lilje (Germany), Mr. J. Irwin Miller (USA), Archbishop Nikodim (USSR), 
Metropolitan James of Philadelphia (Greek Orthodox), and Archbishop 
Frank Woods (Melbourne, Australia). 


The denominational representation on the Executive Committee iss 
53 Lutherans, 3 Reformed, 2 Orthodox, 2 Anglicans, 2 Methodists, 1 Disciple 
of Christ, 1 Baptist, and 2 United Church. 


The general secretary of the World CouneuL Dra Week. Vrsserm ot + 
Hooft told the Central Committee that he intended to retire about 1965 on 
reaching the age of €5. He said that he had begun as general secretary 
in 1958 which was a long time ago. He suggested that by 1965 the work 
initiated at New Delhi by the Third Assembly would be well under way and 
his successor would be able to prepare for the Fourth Assembly which is 
expected to be held about 1967. | 


Dr. Visser !t Hooft added that even in retirement he would be ready 
to act as "odd job man" to the ecumenical movement. He was unanimously 
re-elected for the full tern. EPS, Geneva 
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Churchmen Urge Self-Government for Angola 


(Geneva) - A personal appeal to the Foreign Minister of Portugal, Sr. Dr. 
Franco Nogueira, to assure the people of Angola that it is intended to 
grant them self-government has been made by Sir Kenneth Grubb (chairman) 
and Dr. 0. F. Nolde (director) of the Churches! Commission on International 
Pi badass 


The text of their letter, written on the instructions of the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which met recontly at New Delhi, 
India, has now been released here. 


They recall a debate at the Assembly which, they say, revealed a deep 
concern over events in Angola. Their letter goes on: 


"The debate was followed by a close vote on a formal statement. This 
Statement did not gain the support of a decisive majority solely because 
the Assembly was reluctant to take an isolated action against a Single 
nation. 


"We are far from holding that Portugal alone has made mistakes in 
Africa; she is by no means the only nation to have found herself ina 
difficult position. In other African territories and elsewhere, there have 
been serious uprisings and disturbances of public order with grave loss of 
life. The Committees of the World Council of Churches and this Commission 
have considered it their duty from time to time to draw attention to some 
of these and to deplore actions done, or words uttered, in the heat of 
controversy. 
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"Nevertheless, we cannot but admit our pain and sorrow at the reports 
from Angola which have reached many of our number, on the mounting toll of 
refugees, the widespread destruction and mortality, the apparent severity 
of reprisals, the imprisonment, excessive punishment, or even death in 
unexplained circumstances of Christian pastors and laymen, as well as the 
detention of Christian missionaries. 


"That order must be restored and maintained we agree, but we plead for 
as much humanity as possible in the execution of Portugal's responsibility 
for her peoples overseas, for Sensitivity towards just demands for social 
changes, and for the restoration and observance of human rights and free- 
doms for all in Angola. 


"We believe that a policy of steady and Speedy growth towards a repre- 
sentative and autonomous government of Angola by Angolans is the only path 
to peace with justice, and we trust that an assurance to this effect may 
soon be given to satisfy the peaceful evolution of the aspirations of the 
people of Angola. 


"It is because we are conscious both of the mixed historical record 
of Europe in Africa and because we, as churchmen and officers of this 
Commission, desire to see peace, justice, and goodwill among all men that 
we venture to address you. We humbly beg to offer the services of the WCC 
in the cause of reconciliation and reconstruction, if such services can be 
of assistance in this grave situation. 


"We assure Your Excellency of our prayers and earnest good wishes for 
the safety and the contentment of Portugal and of all her peoples, and of 
our desire that, in accordance with the apostolic injunetion, the World of 
God may always have free course and be glorified." 


The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, attended by 577 
delegates, representing more than 300 million Christians in 197 member 
churches in 90 countries and territories, spent much time discussing the 
Situation in Angola. 


When a vote was taken on the formal statement, referred to in the 
letter to the Portuguese Foreign Minister, it was approved by 179 votes to 
ine ih ge 


The chairman of the Assembly, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (Lutheran, USA), 
then suggested it should be referred back to the foreign affairs committees. 
When it was again debated at a later session, it was agreed to authorize 
the policy-making Central Committee with its 100 members to authorize what 
action it thought most appropriate in consultation with the officers of 
the Churches! Commission on International Affairs. EPS, Geneva 


WCC!s New Central Committee Reviews Third Assenbly 


(New Delhi) - During its recent meeting here, the new 100-member Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches spent much time electing its 
officers and appointing members to its 18 working committees, commissions, 
and boards. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (USA) was elected chairman of the 
Central and Executive Committees, and Dr. Ernest Payne (Great Britain) 
vice-chairman of both bodies. 
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The new Exesutive Committee has had its membership increased from 14 
to 16. The members, in addition to Fry and Payne, are Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake (USA), Dr. Kathleen Bliss (Great Britain), Prof. Joseph Hromadka 

Czechoslovakia), Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren (Sweden), Dr. Christian Baeta 
ess Dr. Sante U. Barbieri (Argentina), Dr. Alford Carleton (USA), 
Dr. J. Russell Chandran (India), Dr. Ivy Chou (Sarawak), Bishop Hans Lilje 
(Germany), Mr. Irwin Miller (USA), Archbishop Nikodim (USSR), Archbishop 
James of Philadelphia (Turkey), and Archbishop Frank Woods (Australia). 


Denominationally, three are Lutherans, 3 Reformed, 2 Orthodox, 2 
Anglicans, 2 Methodists, 2 United Church, 1 Disciples of Christ, and 1 
Baptist. All will hold office until the Fourth Assembly which is expected 
to meet in 1967 or 1968. 


A general budget of $ 705,000 for 1962 was provisionally established. 
The Committee also authorized the Director of the Division of Inter-Church 
aid, Refugee and World Service (Dr. Leslie B. Cooke) to raise $1,200,000 
for the Division's 1962 Service Programme. 


During the Central Committee meeting the general secretary, Dr. W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft announced that he intended to retire around 1965 on reach- 
ing the age of sixty-five. He was re-elected general secretary to serve 
for a full term until the Fourth Assembly but his statement about his 
intention to retire was noted. 


The Committee agreed to hold its summer meeting in Paris next year 
August 7-17. 


Before the meeting ended members reviewed what lessons they believed 
the Third Assembly had taught in the running of such large gatherings of 
churchmen from all over the world. 


It was said that the corporate worship and daily Bible Studies should 
be conserved and strengthened. The translation system was highly praised 
and so was the democratic conduct of the Assembly which had given every 
delegate, including those from the smaller and younger churches, a sense 
that they had something to contribute. 


On the debit side it was suggested that a series of meetings spread 
over 23 days was too long and towards the end had induced intellectual 
weariness. One member urged that future assemblies should begin on a 
sunday with a worship service and end on a Friday. 


There was also a call for more free time when delegations could meet 
one another informally, for shorter reports and agendas, and for fewer 
speakers at public meetings. EPS, Geneva 


Ecumenical Affirmations Proposed for Week of Unity Services 


(New Delhi) - A the final service of worship of the Third Assembly here, 
the following affirmations, drawn up by the Message Committee, were 
repeated by the congregation: 


We confess Jesus Christ, Saviour of men and the light of the world; 

Together we accept His command; 

We commit ourselves anew to bear witness to Him among men; 

We offer ourselves to serve all men in love, that love which He } 
alone imparts; 

We accept afresh our calling to make visible our unity in Him; 

We pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit for our task. 
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Dr. Paul Minear, director of the WCC's Department of Faith and Order, 
suggests that these affirmations could be used in congregational worship, 
especially in united services. A suitable occasion would be the special 
Services which are to be held in more than 50 countries to mark the Week 
Of Frayer ©rov Christian Unity, January 18-25. HPS, Geneva 


Jews Thank WCC for Anti-Semitism Resolution 


(New York) - The World Jewish Congress, with headquarters here, has taken 
note, "with great satisfaction", that the Assembly of the WCC in New Delhi 
unanimously adopted a resolution on anti-Semitism (see EPS December 6) 


In a tetter,;to Dr. W..k. Visser #4 Hooft, Dr. Nahum Goldman writes: 
"I want, on behalf of the World Jewish Congress, to express to you and the 
World Council of Churches our appreciation of having passed this resolution 
which will, I am sure, be of the utmost importance in our common goal of 
fighting racial discrimination generally and anti-Semitism especially. 
The World Council of Churches has set an example to many other groups by 
taking this action." EPS, Geneva 


Pope's Encyclical Sees Hierarchy as Force for Christian Unity 


(Rome) - In his sixth encyclical, "Aeterna Dei Sapientia" (The Eternal 
Wisdom of God), published recently, Pope John XXIII calls on Christian 
communities, surrounded by the forces of communism and secularism, to join 
together under the fatherhood of the papacy. He asserts that "the threat of 
a new barbarism" makes it all the more essential for Christianity to accept 
"the supreme and infallible magistery which the Lord has personally 
reserved to Peter and his successor". 


The encyclical continues: "We long to see all nations entering into 
the way of truth and love and peace. It was indeed precisely this desire 
of enabling the Church of today to carry out this sublime office more 
effectively that led us to convoke the second ecumenical Vatican Council. 
For it is our hope that the impressive union of the Church!s world-wide 
hierarchy will not only serve to strengthen the bonds of unity in faith, 
worship, and government, but will also be means of attracting the atten- 
tion of countless believers in Christ and move them to come round !'the 
Great Shepherd of the Flock.'" The encyclical repeats the traditional 
Roman Catholic arguments against the position of the Hastern churches and 
particularly of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. BPS, Geneva 


Metropolitan Nikolai Dies, Aged 69 


(Geneva) - News has reached the headquarters of the WCC here of the death, 
at the age of 69, of the former Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitzy and 
Kolonna and assistant to the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia. He had 
been in retirement since he lost his post as head of*the Russian Orthodox 
Church council, on Toreien relations.in 1959. 


Created a bishop in 1922, Metropolitan of Kiev and Galicia in 1941, 
and of Krutitzy in 1944, it was Nikolai who brought the Russian Orthodox 
Church into touch with the World Council of Churches. He played a leading 
part in the negotiations concerning the relations between the Moscow 
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Patriarchate and the WCC from 1954 onwards, and led the Russian delegation 
at its first official meeting with representatives of the WCC at Utrecht 
in 1958. Throughout the fifties he was responsible for entertaining World 
Council and other ecumenical delegations to Moscow. 


In 1924 he denounced the Russian Holy Synod for being merely an agent 
of the Ogpu, the state security forces, while he was in Riga on the way to 
lead a church delegation to the United States. Seven years later he was 
consecrated Bishop for the Russian colony in London. 


Nikolai was one of the officials of the Russian Orthodox Church to be 
awarded the Defence of Moscow Medal in October 1944. The following summer 
he led a delegation from the Russian Orthodox Church on an official visit 
to Great Britain. EPS, Geneva 


US Lutheran Free Church Congregations Approve Merger Talks 


(Minneapolis) - Congregations of the Lutheran Free Church have approved 
renewing negotiations aimed at merger of the 87,250 member body with the 
2,300,000 member American Lutheran Church. 


A reference throughout the 331 LFC congregations has ended with a 
surplus of 32 votes over the two-thirds majority necessary to approve new 
union talks with the ALC. The final result showed 845 votes in favour of 
merger negotiations and 372 against. The majority vote was 69 per cent of 
the total possible vote of 1,221. 


Approval of the merger negotiation resolution this year follows 
defeats on two previous occasions. A congregational referendum defeated 
the question by 35 votes in 1955 and by 15 votes in 1957. 


The affirmative decision now authorizes the LFC's annual conference, 
convening June 13-17 to act for the congregations on all subsequent merger 
matters. The referendum results will be subject to ratification by the 
annual conference and if this is obtained application with the ALF will be 
made at the larger body's first general convention next October 18-24 at 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


The American Lutheran Church, at its constituting convention in 
April 1960, extended altar and pulpit fellowship to the LFC. 


The Lutheran Free Church was organized in 1897. The congregations 
constituting it were earlier associated with the Norwegian-Danish Evangel- 
ical Conference which in 1890 had participated in a union effort that 
failed to achieve its full goal. The LFC has been affiliated to the 
National Lutheran Council since 1918. EPS, Geneva 


Disciples Appoint Unity Commission 


(Indianopolis, Ind.) - A Unity Commission has been appointed to represent 
the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in discussions about possible 
merger with the United Church of Christ and other union-minded communions. 


The commission, authorized by the 1961 assembly of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches held at Kansas City, Mo., is expected to 
begin "conversations" with the United Church of Christ early in 1962. 
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The commission has 24 members. They include both pastors and laymen 
and were chosen by the Council on Christian Unity of the Christian Churches. 
The chairman is Dr. William Jackson Jarman, pastor of University Place 
Christian Church in Champaign, I1l., who is also president of the Council 

on Christian Unity. EPS, Geneva 


Fireman Objects to Sunday Rescue Drills 


(Belfast, Northern Ireland) - A Presbyterian fireman's strict observance 

of the Sabbath may be referred to Parliament. He is Thomas McCabe, 46, an 
auxiliary fireman in the Northern Ireland Fire Service. He has steadfastly 
refused to attend occasional life-saving courses on Sundays on the ground 
of religious principle. 


Mr. McCabe refuses to resign from the Fire Service, despite the pros- 
pect of disciplinary action by the Fire Authority here. A carpenter by 
trade and the father of two children, he says he will continue to observe 
the Sabbath rather than obey his superiors. 


The next Sunday session of the life-saving course is not scheduled 
until April 8 next. McCabe Says that if his resolve is as strong then as 
it is now, he will be in his place in Ballydown church that day and not on 
parade. HPS, Geneva 


Queen Salote Thanks Churches for Disaster Relief 


(Geneva) - Help given to the people of Tonga, often called the Friendly 
Islands, in the South Pacific, has been to them "a revelation of the reality 
of the world-wide fellowship of the Church", writes the Rev. H. W. secomb, 
president of the Free Wesleyan Church in Tonga, in a letter to the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


Mr. Secomb says that Tonga has a population of about 60,000 of whom 
roughly one-half are Methodists. He adds: "The terrible destruction 
caused by the hurricare earlier this year was a disastrous blow for the 
Tongan church. Our Methodist people, including Queen Salote Tupou, have 
been delighted with the very generous help given by the people of many 
Christian lands. It is the wish, therefore, of the Queen and the people 
that I write to you to tell you of our gratitude for all that has been 
done by the World Council of Churches." 


In response to an appeal from the wCC, $17,000 was sent by the 
churches to Tonga after the hurricane. EPS, Geneva 


Italian Bishop to Set Up Ecumenical Secretariat 


(Turin, Italy) - The Roman Catholic Bishop of Pinerolo, near Turin, whose 
diocese includes the area of the Waldensian Valleys, has announced in his 
diocesan weekly paper that he intends to set up a secretariat to keep 
abreast of ecumenical affairs and tendencies, especially as these affect 
relationships with the Waldensians. The secretariat will comprise four 
full members and three consultants. EPS, Geneva 
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Hight Congregations Set Up "Keumenical Parish" in Survival Bid 


(Bt. Louis, Mo.) - Light Protestant congregations of five denominations 

have organized the West St. Louis Ecumenical Parish. They will pool their 
resources to serve community needs in a heavily populated area from which 

20 other churches have moved or died. By working together, they hope to 

deal more effectively with some of the problems facing city congregations 
than each could do alone. These problems include health, recreation for 

all age groups, better relations with Schools and civic bodies. The individ- 
ual congregations will not lose their identity. The parish is to be 

governcd by an assembly made up of clerical and lay representatives from 

the participating churches. BPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Mrs. Frederic Newhouse, a former president of the YWCA of Great 
Britain, has died. She was for 13 years a member of the World YWCA 
Executive Committee. 


* * * 


The monthly Newsletter of the Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa 
(the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk) points out that the denomination is 
not associated with the heresy charges brought against Prof. A. S. Geyser 
of Pretoria University. The paper says that the "trial" is being conducted 
by a commission of the Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk which is one of the 
smaller South Africanchurches and is not one of the federated Dutch 
Reformed Churches (Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerke) now in the process of 
forming a united church. 


* * * 


Some Norwegian women's organizations have asked stores not to include 
Christmas trees in their decorations this year and not to begin their 
Christmas displays until after the first Sunday in Advent. They have also 
urged that office parties should be postponed until after New Year's Day. 


* * os 


Phe Christian World,) organ) of) British Congregationalism, has ceased 
independent publication after 105 years and from December 14 has been 
merged in the British Weekly, owned by the Church of Scotland. 


* * * 


The US Department of Commerce predicts that 1962 will be another 
billion dollar construction year for new churches and other religious 
buildings. The department estimates the actual construction completed by 
churches in 1960 at $1,013,000,000. It provisionally estimates the 1961 
level at $985,000,000, or 9 per cent less than the original forecast, but 
1961 will still be the second highest total recorded. 


* * * 


Mrs. Leila Stevenson, wife of an Anglican clergyman, and her 18 years 
old daughter left Melbourne, Australia, on December 12 by minibus which 
they are to drive themselves through 20 countries Studying refugee pro- 
blems. They do not expect to return home until June, 1963. “EPS, Geneva 
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Press Comments on Third Assembly 


(Geneva) - Extracts are given below from editorials which referred to the 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches at New Delhi, November 18 - 
December 6: | 


The Times, London: "The Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Delhi has added substance to the aspiration of its title. The 
entry of the Russian Orthodox Church and its sisters in Bulgaria, Poland, 
and Rumania has had two Stimulating effects. Some east Huropean churchss 
had been members already, and one major meeting was held in Hungary in 
1956, but only now is the Christian witness in communist countries strongly 
represented. Although the Roman Catholics are no more than observers, the 
charge of pan-Protestantism loses its validity. At the same time the 
evangelical complexion of the council gorws stronger through the integra- 
tion with the International Missionary Council and the admission of growing 
communions in South America and newly independent churches in Africa, 


"Some problems of such a world meeting remain unresolved. A thousand 
delegates are too many for corporate thinking, »ut corporate thinking there 
must be if all member churches are to have an effective voice in deciding 
future lines of co-operation. The aspiration of visible as opposed to 
merely 'spiritual! unity was endorsed at Ded Mis pid t ot adopt rial act 
was greatly advanced - or, indeed, could be - at so comprehensive an 
assembly." 


Christian Century, Chicago: "Principal critics of the move to admit 
the Russian church have been representatives of some of the Orthodox 
churches. Their strongest objection is based on their belief that the 
Russian church is dominated by Russia's communist government. they” could 
not hold office unless this were true. But this is not the whole story. 
An essential element in it is the fact that in Russia millions of Christ- 
ians have kept the faith and are still keeping it after 40 years of pressure, 
persecution, and intimidation. These silent Billions yconsi: tite tne 
Russian church which was admitted to hembership of the WCC. Membership in 
the World Council encourages them, strengthens their witness, sustains 
their resistance to materialistic atheisn. 


"Ecumenical churchmen anticipate that admission of the Russian church 
into the World Council will be used by the enemies of ecumenical Christian- 
ity as evidence that the council is 'soft on communism! - an allegation that 
is simply not true. Nevertheless the member churches have voted for 
admission believing that such is the right and Christian thing to do and 
confident that most churehmen will approve their action.!! 


The Hconomist, London: "Christianity is on the road of the long haul. 
Ecumenicals hope that the gradual evolution of the 'ecumenical movement', 
which now incorporates so Rany varying Christian traditions, may be an 
answer to the frustration surrounding Christianity both in the West it 
once conquered, and in the tast which has largely rejected it. 


"This movement has now brought the Russian church into its orbit. 
Here at Delhi their delegation of sixteen were received with a muted, but 
obviously sincere, welcome. They are to take part in the life and work 
of the World Council particularly in questions of faith and unity, but the 
message from Moscow did not exclude participation in social and economic 
Questions. It remains to be seen whether this young Council will be able 
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to carry the weight of Orthodoxy that has now shifted the balance of the 
Council's life from Europe and America to the Middle Fast and Asia. No 
longer can it be accused of being a pan-Protestant movement financed by 
the churches of the US." 


Christian World, London: "There ig no longer an International Mission- 
ary Council. An historic vote of the wac (and of the IMC itself) declared 
that 'these two councils are now united in one body with the name of the 
World Council of Churches!. The New Delhi decision will surely bring joy, 
encouragement, and inspiration to all for whom missionary service has been 
a concern very near to their hearts. We confidently and happily believe 
that the churches will fully grasp and approve of the intention of the New 
Delhi resolution and that they will welcome it as the first step ina great 
new forward movement to Spread the saving light of Christianity throughout 
the world." 


Catholic Free Press, Worcester, Mss.: "There can be little doubt that 
unity is a long way off. But there can be no doubt either about the 
Church's desire to assist her Separated brethren in finding the fullness 
of revelation and the divine certitude of faith and morals in removing the 
historical and theological misconceptions regarding the Catholic Church's 
power and authority in teaching. For that reason we recommend to all the 
faithful prayers for the success of the New Delhi assembly that the Holy 
Spirit will enlighten the conference and its leaders to see the plan which 
Christ gave the world." 


Sunday Statesman, India; "Many matters concerned with witness and 
Service will be discussed in New Delhi. In the present tense conditions 
of international relations, with the threat posed by new and hideous 
methods of war, it is right for religious bodies to assess their responsi- 
Datities and boportunitiess+ There is much that can be done at more ordin- 
ary levels. The World Council can set a e00d ‘example if it directs its 
mind purposefully to the GViteeol ties orten humdrum, that beset the 
ordinary churchman, be he minister, educationist, doctor, or plain layman." 


National Herald, Lucknow, India: "The World Council of Churches has 
an inspiring lead to follow and the integration of the International 
Missionary Council and the admission of the Russian Orthodox Church are 
big steps. It seems to be accepted now that in the leading communist 
country, there are not only churches but Christians. 


"Rearmament and nuclear testing have already been denounced by the 
general secretary of the WCC, and it is profound convictions and common- 
ness of outlook that can bring together the churches, not external unity. 
The present process has been called a dialogue between churches, not a 
movement for a wholly uniform or centralized Superchurch. The World 
Council of Churches, meeting in a largely non-Christian.world, will be 
aware not only of its need for unity but of its closeness to the people 
and to other religions." 


Nagpur Times, India: "At present twelve hundred church leaders are 
participating in the Third Assembly of the WCC in New Delhi. While they 
discuss world problems, they might as well discuss the problems pertaining 
to the Christians in India. Christianity can make greater headway under 
indigenous leadership than under the control and guidance of the foreign 
personnel. Such control only makes the Indian Christians suspect in the 
eyes of the local population," 
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The Bharat Jyoti, Bombay, India: "The Third Assembly of the WCC is 
meeting at a time when humanity faces its biggest crisis of confidence and 
conscience, of faith and belief, of the conquest of matter over the spirit 
of man. The crisis calls for a new spiritual renaissance and resurgence. 


"The task the Council and the ecumenical movement has to face is that 
times have changed. There is a struggle in the world in which vicious 
forces seek to crush the spirit of man of which the Christ was the embodi- 
ment. There is side by side a yearning for spiritual resurgence. If the 
speeches at the World Council are any indication, the Church as an institu- 
tion desires to spearhead this resurgence.' 


Germany 


Most of the comments in the church and secular press maintain that, 
despite big differences and tensions in New Delhi, the WCC has taken an 
important step forward towards reunion. The Neue Zurcher Zeitung in a long 
commentary states that the new Basis of the WCC shows that the churches are 
ready "to attain real followship, and not merely external unity". The 
Kolnische Rundschau describes the entry of the Orthodox churches into 
membership as "a tremendous step forward, spiritually, ecclesiastically and 
ecumenically", and the fagesspiegel of Berlin writes that the meetings in 
Asia have shown that the ecumenical movement has "emerged from the stage 
in which it was an affair for specialists". 


The emergence of the young churches in Africa and Asia is described 
in many press commentaries as a special feature of the Assembly at New 
Delhi. The KOlnische Rundschau writes it has become apparent that "the 
history of world Christendom is no longer being forged by the churches in 
the West, with their long traditions. The young churches of Africa and 
Asia, in which the Christian message is still unbroken and closest to the 
original, have come prominently to the fore". The Neue Zurcher Zeitung 
also speaks of the younger churches as a force which "is taking the WCC by 
storm" with radical views and clear demands. 


Still clearer, according to many newspapers, is the shift of balance 
due to the acceptance into membership of the Moscow Patriarchate and other 
Orthodox churches. § The Stuttgarter Zeitung is, however, not the only 
paper which raises the question whether the communists may not use the 
delegates from these churches as a "Trojan horse" for influencing the WCC. 
"How simple everything would be, if the menacing shadow of the communist 
state did not stand behind the Russian Orthodox Church", writes the weekly 
Christ und Welt, which in a second article accuses the WCC of having made 
deploring and meaningless compromises 2n international questions out of 
consideration for the Russians. One of the editors of Christ und Welt, 
writing in the Neue Zurcher Zeitung, says that the Assembly in New Delhi 
did not definitely reject communism and totalitarianism, nor did it say 
anything about the oppression of the Church in the Soviet Union. Consid- 
eration was also given to the feelings of the delegates from the Eastern 
Church in regard to the German question, the paper asserts. It was only 
incidentally that the delegates to the Assembly learned that out of the 21 
participants from Eastern Germany who were to have attended the Assembly 
only 8 were allowed to travel, comments the Stuttgarter Zeitung. 


In the Sunday paper edited by Bishop Lilje, he expresses regret that 
no statement was made in plenary session about the entry of the Russian 
Church. "There is a Church of Christ in Russia", he writes. "This would 
have given the Assembly full authority to say ae one cannot refuse 
Christian fellowship to such a church; that one cannot act either in 


i 
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uncertairty or with unrealistic naivety; and that, if this course 

involves the risk of being exploited for political and ideological purposes, 
one still has to take that risk. One has to trust that, in future differ- 
ences also, the Christian categories will prove stronger than the political 
ones, and that a WCC will always be prepared to raise its voise fearlessly 
in the name of the Gospel wherever necessary." 


The general view of the press is that the repercussions of the 
Assembly cannot yet be assessed. According to Die Welt, the question 
whether there will be "a Spirit of New Delhi" depends to a great extent on 
what impulses the delegates bring back from the Assembly and pass on to 
their own churches. But in the view of Bishop Lilje,and many others who 
attended the Assembly, there is no doubt that " a new chapter of Church 
history" opened at New Delhi. The leadership has been transferred to a 
different generation. But does the ecumenical ship lack passengers? asks 


the Neuve Zurcher Zeitung? Does it lack the keel which would give it 
Stability and balance? 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD ) said in a 
communiqué after its December 15 meeting that the Assembly of the WCC at 
New Delhi signified an important step towards mutual rapprochement between 
the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches in the world. The Council 
of the EKD welcomed the election of Dr. Martin Niemdller as one of the 
presidents of the WCC, and of Bishop Lilje as a member of its Executive 
Committee. 


France 


The Third Assembly of the WCC at New Delhi seens to have aroused 
considerable interest, and this is reflected in the French-speaking press, 
both Protestant and Roman Catholic. 


La Vie Protestante, published weekly in French-speaking Switzerland, 
writes that, although less spectacular than the joining of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, the fusion of the IMC with the Wcc "may be regarded as a 
decisive step towards the goal assigned to the Christian Church ever since 
its birth: to be 'the world-wide fellowship! among the nations... 
Kcumenism is a movement which runs vertically downwards, for it springs 
from the head of the Church, which is Christ. What has just been realized 
on the international level, where the heads of the churches of all nations 
meet, must now be translated on the local plane on the ground level of the 
Church in every local parish." 


The paper answers the question whether the WCC has made a mistake by 
accepting the application of the Russian Orthodox Church: "Many people 
think so and raise objections which are doubtless understandable on the 
political plane, but which have really nothing to do with spiritual 
matters. For no one has the right to affirn (as one Western diplomat did 
at New Delhi) that the heads of the Orthodox church are merely politicians. 
The question involved here is one of faith." 


Lhe weekly paper Réforme, published in Paris, affirms that the WCC 
exists "in order to present us with challenges and to spur us on.. That 
means that ecumenism cannot merely be a subject of interest or study, in 
which only a few people are concerned. It is a& movement which involves 
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both study and action, research and obedience. It is in our own local 
setting that we have to participate in this world-wide movement." Like 
other periodicals, Réforme refers to the natural’ tendency of all institu- 
tions to become too Large.” lea the WCC in danger of doing so? God saves 
it from that, and every branch of its work is based on a solid spiritual 
need. Moreover the new Division of World Mission and Evangelism will pre- 
vent it from going to sleep if it is tempted to do so. 


In an interview with the Catholic weekly Témoignage chrétien in Paris, 
Father Beaupére, head of the St. Irenaeus Centre at Lyons, states that the 


Assembly at New Delhi is a stimulant to the Catholic Church as a whole 
"for it forces us to make haste and to extend our efforts to train our own 
missioneries and catechists". He goes on to say, "ecumenism does not 
consist of wishing one church to triumph over the ruins of the others, but 
of every church being more loyal to the call of Christ". 


Témoignage chrétien has also published an article stressing the impor- 
tance, from the Catholic standpoint, of the mass entry of Orthodoxy into 
the WCC, "because these churches are relatively very close to Catholicism 
in dogma and ecclesiology, and their influence will now be greater in the 
woc". The fusion of the WCC and the IMC igs regarded as encouraging for the 
Auuure VLOr it. 7O1ns wn with the evolution which has taken place in Cathol- 
icism: the whole Church must regard itself as practising missions". With 
regard to the new "Basis" of the WCC, it "deliberately turns its back on 
the old liberal and relativist trends and commits itself to greater intell- 
ectual and spiritual rigour based on Holy Scripture, which is the common 
denominator of all the confessions". 


The Catholic daily La Croix, published in Paris, prints an article by 
Father Wenger which not only stresses the attitude of Sympathy towards the 
Catholics but remarks that on several important points the Assembly "took 
steps which a Catholic can interpret as being: favourable to a rapproche- 
ment". He affirms that the new "Basis" of the WCC constitutes "a step in 
the direction of the Catholic position. We can only welcome the evolution 
which is taking place in the WCC under the influence of grace and in loyal- 
ty to the Holy Spirit". Father Wenger goes on to say that in view of .the 
Special position of the Orthodox church with regard) Vo Munity, “that churéh 
is a member of the WCC "not so much in order to seek unity as in order to 
witness to it, and to guide others in their Search”, 


Monsieur Henri Fesquet, the religious correspondent of Le Monde, 
writes in that independent daily that Dr. Visser 't Hooft's decision to 
Peres ee oWentna dine WCC refuses to let ats future be determined 
by its past. If it wishes to go on being the leaven in the lump, the ecu- 
menical movement must constantly renew ijeclis . cusiust) take the lead an 
events, not follow them; above all, it must remain accessible. It must 
- - -prefer the spirit to the letter. Christian unity is not so much a 
problem of organization as a problem of theology, and even more, a spirit- 
ual problem." 


NEXT EDITION OF EPS will be issued on January 12, 1962. 


THIRD ASSEMBLY FILMSTRIP: A filmstrip, chiefly in colour, from photographs 
taken by John Taylor of WCC Information Department, will be produced by the 
British Council of Churches immediately after the Third Assembly of the WCC. 
It will consist of about 55 frames and be entitled ASIAN ASSEMBLY. It will 
be accompanied by a full mimeographed script by Kenneth Slack, general sec- 
retary of the BCC. It is hoped to despatch copies to fulfil advance orders 
by Christmas. The price, post free in Britain. 15/-3 outside Britain £1, 
$3.00, BW serene ans The: BOC witht despatch sealed in a secure linen envelope 
‘but can make no Special provisions for any import restrictions in countries 
to which the filmstrip may be sent. 


’ 


GENERAL: 


INDEX 


OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
DURING THE SECOND SEMESTER 1961 


New Book Documents WCC History in Past Seven Years .... 


Laymen Discuss European Integration and East-West Relations 


Protestants Plan United Literature Campaign in Africa... 
Dr. Schmidt-Clausen Named LWF Executive POOCTE CAD ly fal e's 


WCC Plans New Social Economic Aid PGSM Vane He Wah ire! byline itp 
Half Million Copies Sold of Wcc UL OOM TIO 6 le iia ihe tel dase 
LWF Sets Up Liaison Service for Underdeveloped Countries . 
Rumanian Orthodox Church Will Seek wcc Membership... 9... « 


YMCA "Parliament" Told Youth Affected by World ee ea 
First Pan-Orthodox Meeting in DO LIE TOR Le Tei yg o 
DeCDeteryiNaned Ori Pacesie Area Works 0. 6 so die fle eo 8 


Churches Plan to Rebuild Homes Wrecked in Korea Flood 


Disaster 
Religious Groups Back US Aid eo steh oragces inl ail) NR Omens ener mE aa | 
YMCA Sees New Approach to Youth UPRern tee a 


190 Attend Latin American Evangelical Conference ..... 


Growth Reported in Evangelical Movement in Latin America . 
ee ee ee i ah MON re RE Car le ee 


Consultation Studies Latin American Scene. ..... 2... 
Tone Vio lanpaPeace(irigade. Proposed i. ae kilo) a) Sle kw. vs 
Peon Memories te Len wor) Ber tire CrGd Bailes Vas elmo ee eed Se 
WeCoeuppa le ntomrconed Wad yo Gel. aa Kal Pea 


Methodist Will Consider Formation a Wontd bican: ASS ee 
Five New Member Churches for World Presbyterian Alliance . 
Methodist Urged to Lead in Peace, Racial Justice ..... 
Roman Catholic Observers Will Attend WCC Third Assembly. . 
DOO beme rm Namedy Aa sWOCw Pom We aa sider Rhee es ies : 
WCC Officials Voice Dismay at New Soviet Nuclear Masts : 
Presbyterian Council Issues Letter to Huropean Churches. . 
Dr. Nolde Confers with German Church Leaders .....-e- 
Many South African Reformed Leaders Back Ecumenical 
Movement. 
Bishop Noth of East Germany Will Give Assembly Keynote 
Speech 
Asian Students Meet in Geneva. .. Boba lagi ed pies we ty 
Lutheran Book Due Soon on Second ened ORME so cewea eee 
WCC Ovservens to Attend Orthodox Meeting... 464s 6 ie 
Worship Service Will Open WCC Third RORGMP LYE A dee va le 
Consultation Asks Study of "Au Pair" Arrangements. .... 
lutheransekKeporb increase iit Membership. ie 6's eo ee 
CCTA Leader Pays Tribute to Dag Hammarskjoeld. . .. «4 « » 
Peter nes eon Cmrue hy Reso Or LOG le ke Gael ge ul ph gels 
HACC Publishes List of Member Churches! Missionaries ate 
Churches Asked to Feed 50,000 Homeless in Burma's Worst 
Floods 
CTE Gy JS RUMEN IS Gluageds (caw Wen ts tonode laws nile T: Rel ae en a ea rr er er 


Page 2 


GENERAL: 


Work of WCC Will Be Highligted at Special Assembly ae trai 
Assembly Youth Delegates Plan Meeting. .... task pate 

Asian Church Leaders Plan Major Meeting in Paar oce An Aone) bh 
imdign Pricets Named RO. Observers at Adsemblys cee sk ee 


Russian Orthodox Church Names Observers to Third Assembly. . 
50,000 Flee~from African Tribal War : Churches Feed the 


Starving 
New wmnelioan Evangelical VWellowshin Pormed 1. i.< 6. ee 
Vee ean Um SomV an Oe CO LanMed uy tet. “teh se ete w le 
MSV RA POSS eM Lye eile gis ‘ : SPO alixat lace ta he 
World Council Assembly Opens in Men Hern eile phe By es 


IMC-wcC Integration Voted at First Assembly eee oat rie hg 
Peon nro nose Oniemn: NUChe any WOS HOS eels) ei eis. \ee. ee ele 


Hast Asia Churches to Study Growth of World Confessionalism 
WCC to Aid Youth Volunteers. .... Ria caiteuitac Naliie emiiue ie 
New Pay Plan Recommended for Oyoraeaa" Cat AOD COT Biel ie yeti te 
Rea eC Une SAUL U Gare sie Teicha Wie: eee gig igi 


VOOwOCen ar nusci ain CNureny and ObNEreiiyd ec el eel Rca ce |g 
Christian Witness Must Be Specific, Devanandan Says. ... . 
Pokeneka ecsChurcn (to Abandén Old Patterns 6 oe od el ae 
ClLtiemeecdrescea assembly on. Unity THSMG. ls © 6 ace ee ese 
Opening Worship Service at Assembly... . , 
Von ero re sen eVLencommunvom Pleas eve er el eihe: ble oe ule lle 
coe e ll PV a OO mt Dam NUCL WOT Rieile Vall gatelteline elec. ei eve. \s 
pelursw Cnmit pee Chateman Refutes* Cri tio). Wels es se ), 0) sills 


. 
e 
es 
= 
LT 


WCCwieader Urges Halt torNuclear, Madness! ee ee ee 
Satine CN Com tt UENO mgies clita iheoe price NURI Uh Mu igen tips (al var ste). ce. a7 dev loe ep sb 
Onrnodo x Positron. Given... ° A Pie euiee ta wks) ienhins 
Youth Seen Impatient Over sae Buea of Pye con: WEG ot Get ie elute 
Meseecgosunecer ved Grom lOrtnodox Lesderg,. i > «ss 6 ees vs 
DELt ye ROUSSE CUSS Od tc e's) we hie! 6 mi EL OS ESPANA ir RSP emia Se 
WCC Leaders Visit Gandhi's Maneater! CMR eS ath tempt ve «lake wul: ell aca e 
Pogte ols mecem Lon whoruPartrel pan Ga mie ly «v6 (sical evs 


SoC OLen pper al ivend (Commun on Worvice! ge) 6) slivi ater eds 
COGl a LeU tae torreon Pura chouMove i wie s ts, fete les) etal ey le 
Sime ett Oey Me Ue Oie WOT OMe siete ye lism: a) fey faye ies 8 fae vette e 
Revolution a Challenge to the Church’... . whist ebiles tre ects 
Population Number One Problem, Fagley econ ARUN CoO a ae 
Workyotoimrer-ChurchyAtd Presented! ci jes edhe ise ute mals 

WCC Breaks with Tradition : Blects 2 Laymen to Presidium. . 

- Russian Church Represented - Drafting Sessions 


HAL ENS? HORAN eR EEC D ey LOLA om nN OM AS RAG Tis a A A ce ase 
SU vaneeie nee oa at PONS hg Wag og gM ahiietn m excl es 8) ie) le ele te) a eae 
Hevive lio interest in Bible a. Paite Apes ¢ (i wh ou RC entret ah e 
Archbishop of York on Need for SEP ee Re oducaihep i alar ent arias 


i Besepelew Gel aioe aleliniet Sohal a MoM Tey il ag Ung Bie i tele On ger ae ea Oana EY a Pca 
WODLOmN Oe mUGveDame WOT Se eMD Lye tee el aval (e 6 lie wee vei 

Nehru Commends WCC Concern’ for World Issues. . «+ « « s « « 
Domo Ra mermel NOE GOT ives elie! feta ietibe. vate lus he ele. @ le 
ee ee cre Ss Te aoe MI Ag cas vel elem te lee else ® fake we 
Deore sore teste NOn-PaAGit be ys ton CONLST ss iie) lel. k. «|e: e Gable, e ve 
study Or Bast-Weat Conceptscof Freedom <4.) ei eit os 8 eke ee 
Assembly Refines WCC Basis .... Gaara a yee ran ice oa collage lane 
Ecumenical Education of Youth ae ae te ge ACY VM ee eR PORES ee 
ee ena a ee RU SOMO Laie ain leisia ll ahs, @Wilelh 1) “bontel Vaile: onan’ 


38 
38 


Page 4 


MUO suum eChei strane, to Work tor Peace «wi. s+. 3. 48 
GENERAL: WCC Holds Religious Freedom a Fundamental Right. ...... 48 
WCC Assembly Sends Message on Race to South Africa... .. 48 
WCC Appeaise for Peaces . 4 PRR ene ui tra ings UW Ie gl og lew) aed 
Role as Missionaries Urged for LS VG le a ve ee Ra 
Closing Worship Emphasizes Re-dedication to iat eyes fe eer eee 
WCC OTTficial Assays Events of Assembly so. 44 Dig ee heh ern enrats 
Use of Christian "Cells" Seen Effective Form ae Wa2tNe SG ene 
io ouraseons ction 'eCallede ror by kscembply 6 eid ele 2 8 AY 


PCULGHA a kenuonmrave Nreagnat WGGle WOrKY ¢ Jes ws levee ee OG 
Pree Setar a ete aah Na sud eTealing My eit inane «Aral og 6,4 ales iby, ei Ao 
AUStHaLLavand, Paniopia Geek Next Assembly i: s «+ 6 aoe Joie AD 


WCC Central Committee Re-elects its Chairman and Vice- 
chairman. 49 
WCC Urges Break-through on Intercommunion Issue. ...... 49 
Churchmen Urge Self-government for Angola... eryeat 7s! rp ee tema 
WCC's New Central Committee Reviews Third Hass ae wale! says Masa 
Eeumenical Affirmations Proposed for Week of Unity Services. 50 


Jewoe Vink wOCMoor Anti cel ti sm uResgOLutLOmy %  <\ s+) Se ens (OO 
CUcsimeeL Orca tnanks Churches, for Disasten Relief oo... ts «6 50 
Precee Mien iomen Vibra iseomblyy «No eels eles 8: oie. <8 ee OO 


ANGOLA Dr ites eV eciseon Poruienase Detainment (of Mids onary. (s.< 6) 29 
DMSiheportscancolam Hefugces Stil] Entering Congo... .« » « « 47 
AUSTRALIA: Methodist Leader Attacks Australian Primate's Views on WCC 27 
Australian Anglicans Urged to Join Union Negotiations. .. 43 

BUS tral ienwOnunches ak sNnd ot NucteareVeste. . i ye e's) Ue 96 

hustralien Anglicans Attain Selg-fule Next Year. . 4... « 38 
fustralianvingiteans Commend Papalivmnoyolical... 0. « «s« 38 

Proercas ocen bor United Church, Im wus trakia) (oo. as) sade ve 40 


AUSTRIA: AuNetrisem Paritenens Adopts New Protestant Law... wo. ef « 27 
Churches Give 18 New Latchkeys to Refugees in Austria. . . 39 


BULGARIA: Beumenical Patriarch Recognizes Bulgarian Patriarchate . . 31 


BURMA Burma Christians Oppose State Religion Legislation. . 2 
Amendment Would Guarantee Freedom to Teach Religion in Beni 54. 
Repu CUM me muy NCUA ranteecdin BUPMA. sss.) oie) eb lems, 8 SOE 
CANDDA: Canadian inelican=United Church Conversations. . « «s+ « 49 
CHILE: Evangelicals, R.Catholics in Chile Hold Thanksgiving Meeting 33 
CHINA: Bishop Defends Chinese Mainland Government Policies. .. . 30 
CONGO: VIS LOM Gepete lea Yawemco! tin Congo sahil Sie ele owe! aul de 
CUBA: Havana Denounces Clergy As "Conter-revolutionary". .... 34 


Ce Ore opOn vent OME OS GOL tG 4! LORE ele ved sh a) eae) wb, ee eS 
yO Pele oT emer ten ly Lett in Cubar ye 6 oss leks es ee 48 
Cuban Students Report on Life in Cuban Universities. . . . 39 


Page 4 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Czech Churches Support German Peace Treaty and Disarmament 39, 


DENMARK : Danish Methodists Ask Greater Hquality. Saar Sere are al eae ES 
DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC: Protestants Hopeful Under New Dominican He SUIS Wires otitis. lanes 
ETHIOPIA: Ethiopian Orthodox Establish Theological OES es ai Be. i-tag hs Us cae 
FRANCE: Priest Says Atheism Still Strong Among French Students. . . 30 


French Pastors Discuss Inter-Church Risa yale 
Vatican Council Aims Discussed. . 


Cathal lek: (ay, Ha ala EERE 
Bad ee aie! ire hl wats WAL Sol gyi an gear 
GERMANY : Authorities Ban Kirchentag Meetings in Hast Berlin. ree ee ge 
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Bishop Lilje Asks WCC Intervention if Churches separated. . Al 
German Churches Give DM40 million to Aid MOG Celt 3 ital neice yee eee 
RC Theologian Says Vatican Council Will have Ecumenical Aims Al 
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26 
Greek Bishops to Attend WCC New Delhi Assembly. . : ele h 
First Pan-Orthodox Meeting in Thirty Years. ........ 28 
Pan sUe cco. Meaatina Ooens Sunday) sik i )6o4. ee bs sel ca ee Oe 35 
Pan-Orthodox Conference Opens in.Rhodes ... +++ «+ « « 36 
Orthodox Conference Sets ROSCA Ori TOSS VIO G 0s ie, las 9 en cee, 
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Bishop Defends Chinese Mainland Government Policies... Ae) 
Une oem moma Le aay a pouty! eee al Ges oo eh wey wen 
Bishop VetS Addresses Hungarian Seminaries. ....-+«-see. 38 


INDIA: Priest Reports Conversions of East India Aborigines .... 32 
Closer Fellowship Sought by CSI and Indian Lutherans. ... a 
Holiglouge Grouper ing india Splityon Liguor’lasue .. 44s % 34 
Religious Instruction in Indian Schools Asked .... sé. +5 
BL ne an Missionary Contacts in India Stirs Controversy 37 
Indian Official Defends Missionary Work Among Aborigines. . 40 
Indian Priests Named RC Observers at PVE SENT LV 20 ets te oon a) ve ane 
Roman Catholics-Protestants in India Discuss Ecumenism. .. AL 
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INDONESIA: Christian Named Indonesia's Acting President. . iia) IE ales 
Djakarta Christians Organize New Co-operative ACV e lata cue sage a Oat 


ISRAEL: Israeli Government Pledges Protection for Church. .. aire: Vee 
Israeli Parliament Urged to Act Against Christian Missions. rice 
German-Israeli, Christian-Jewish Pislogues  NSKEC ore) fe) eave 

ITALY ¢ Papal Encyclical Appeals for Help to Underdeveloped Nations . 28 
Pope John's Encyclical, Stirs’ World-wide Comment .....4.. ay 
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Biblemeccveties Rudi Seriptures fom sindonesia 9.) . 30 a ek 34 
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LAOS ¢ Christianity Reportedly Survives in Laos Under Hardsnips .) ace 
NETHERLANDS: Churches Call for End to Nuclear Tests ... were Ven 


Old Catholics Ready for "Full Fellowship" mi ovineden Be! 
Old Catholic Youth Critical of Lausanne ES SOMO Le hi) eat a een 
Catholic Observer Comments on Russian WCC Membership Bid . 4°39 
Dutch Churches Plan Joint TV NO SMT ray ya) We tty hg yom Pel ye alse heen 


NEW ZEALAND: End of Capital Punishment Asked by New Zealand Anglicans. . 45 


NORWAY s Nea oe Ons Cer eer CA Oo OT DG cis ema (stirs ig! a ah eruieh te Vie ene Uae 
OKINAWA s PiimevayChurcawieampersdyhy NewiGult seme MeN woe ce ele 8 we 
POLAND : Polish Laws Curb Religious Teaching. °. eee 


Polish Children Seen Largely Unaffected Ay Pets Dan eine 30 
Polish Scientists Sill Believers, Atheist Publication Reports 43 
Polish Lutherans, Roman Catholics in First Formal Meeting . . 34 
Polish Government Places New Restrictions on Religious Instruction 
34 

Polish Bishops Defy Government Decree ... PMR Araya, RP tga 2 S, 
Polish Lutherans Say "Atmosphere Not Right" Hans Conversations 
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PORTUGAL: Britain Acts on Portuguese Detainment of Missionary ..... 29 
Portuguese Release Baptist Masset onary 6. + Bol eve d ah nem tins ae 
Four Methodist Missionaries Await Trial in re Santen a this Hie 
RHODESTA : NoOmMeern peo eta Uontermence Called Off. wee ey le. w e le a eOD 
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Put et Ce eC tone hunch Cal baw orn ema Gye iay elie a: ph wm eee 
South African Methodists Study Mixed Marriages. . . ee 


Roman Catholics, Protestants Oppose School Control eas ee 
Disnousheeveat ouccessor “rrives- in SouthiAfrica.. <1. wv «0s ae 
Students Charge South African Theologian with Heresy. ... . 38 
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AFRICA: Heresy Trial of Dutch Reformed hestoaian ee Onl etoien 


South African Church Defends Apartheid. 


SWITZERLAND: Swiss Churches Discuss Proposed Change in WCC Basis. 


Controversy Arises Over Successor to Karl Barth. 
Consultation Discusses World Council 


Tibetan Refugee Children Meet Swiss Foster Parents 


Stewardship Emphasis Called. ... eines aie lath Ly 
Cardinal Bea Stresses Ecumenical Co-operation. . 
10th Session of WCC Graduate School Opens. . 


a 


Swiss Roman Catholic Prelates Ask Prayer for WCC Assembly. 


Swiss Churches Reorganize Mission Bodies... 


TURKEY : Papal Delegation Visits Ecumenical Patriarch. 


Heumenical Patriarch Recognizes Bulgarian Patriarchate. 


UNITED Edinburgh Presbytery Votes Against Visit to Pope. 
KINGDOM: British Baptists Denounce Portuguese Statement .. 


Britain Acts on Portuguese Detainment of Missionary 


British Catholics Establish Body to Foster Unity. 
North Irish Churchnen Oppose Capital Punishment. 
Tableau Stirs Controversy hr sy 
Irish Churches in Accord. .. nares Pe ane 
Swedish Prelate Will Attend ens eee. was 
Dr. Coggan Enthroned as Archbishop of York. ... 
Anglican Weekly Discusses Russian Churches. ... 
Archbishop Asks Prayers for Peace. . Sheree 
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Bree churches Study Union Possibilities .. 06 0% 4 
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Anglican Provinces Debate Communion with Lanka Church 


Anglican Bishop Asks. End of Death Penalty ...'. . 
End of Nuclear Tests Asked by Scottish Group... 
Scottish Leader Deplores Russian Nuclear Tests. . 
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Pirenean Objects to Sunday Rescue Drills... . . 
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NCC Organizes "Grass Roots" US School Aid Fight... 


California Rancher Donates Wheat for Greece... 


Covenant Church Establishes Interchurch Commission. 


wCC Official Stresses Economic Gap. ... sil be 
United Church of Christ Approves Its See eas, 
Vatican Council Seen as Aid to Christian Unity. 
US Methodist stidents ‘lesue Statement... 3 36's 
United Church of Christ Approves Unity Invitation 
Indonesian Cleric Cites Church Gains in Asia. 

US Catholic Bishop Cites Need for Unity of Love . 
Pope John's Encyclical Stirs World-wide Comment . 
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PUT ecoveme nea imved NCCE COnia dence Waveney shee. a fg! ook ee 
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